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ST JOHN, N. B., SATURDAY. NOV. 27, 

¢* SOME CIVIC MATTERS. 
"The wave of reform, upon which the 

advocates of Tax Reduction were borne 

with power in this city has disapp2ared and 
the offi :ials who were engulfed at that time 
are now bobbing up serenely none the worse 
apparently for ths temporary immersion. 

It would be difficult to forget the work of 
that famous T. R. A. council, which {with 

Mayor RoserTsoN at the head, set about 
their work of reform. [Every citizen 
knows how hard and long those 

aldermen worked and how little 
they did. But what they did do they 
are now undoing. The salaries that were 
reduced have been one after another re- 
stored to their original figures and in 

some cases increased. This week we have 
seen probably the best application made, 
and the Board of Public Safety recom- 
mended to the coundil that the salaries of 

Chief JounsoN and Director WiseLy be 
placed at the amounts they received years 

ago. Chief Kerr may be an excellent 
offizer and worth all that tke council pro- 

~ poses to give him and certainly if he re- 
«ceives his increase there is no reason why 

Mr. WiseLy should not get like treatment . 

ProGress bags to direct the attention ot 
his worship Mayor ROBERTSON to that 
plank in the T. R. A. plattorm which re- 
ferred to these matters of salary. There is 

- no different impression among the people 

now then there was then but they bave 
grown apathetic and careless about these 

1 eivic questions that are of far greater con- 
cern to them than provincial and federal 
issues. It miy be that they have grown 
skeptical about reform and reformers. Cer- 

tainly it looks like it and it can hardly be 

wondered at when a mayor and council 

elected to carry out swe:ping changes be. 

coms in the course of time the tools of of- 

ficial and officialdom. The gentlemen who 

conduct the affairs of the city of St. John 

are few in number and all of them are not 

alderman. This is not asit should be. 

Experienced advisers are valuable upon 

occasions, but if some of the aldermen who 

have such implicit faith in this outside aid 

would consu't their own judgement more 

frequently, it wou'd be greatly in tke in- 

tarests of the city. 

WHENCE COMES THE POWER. 

The visit of VERNICE the wise, just as 

did the visit of ANNA Eva Fay afew years 

ago has directed the attention of the public 

to the supernatural, and people have been 

wondering how it all happens. Those who 

have paid a visit to the clairvoyant, and 

they number hundreds, say that ber utter: 

ances sand responses to quest ors asked 

denote that she really has the powers 

which ste claims. She tells facts about 

people that they alone know and 

has surprised most of these who 

have iate'viewed her with har power 

of penetrating into their iumost secrets. 

Vernice is considered a handsome wo- 
man, whose fair fice incicates har to be of 

the Aryan race, while her aide and hus- 

bani, Dr. Vincairo, is an East Iadian ot 

fl ishing black eye and swarthy complexion. 

Like most mediums and modern Cassand- 

ras she is spirituel in appearance, being 

slight and delicate. She does not pos- 

sess the animation that distinguishes 

Axa Eva Yay, but tke eye 

of her hidden sense possesses all the 

kceness of insight that Ler predecessor bad, 
and the (aestion is asked, how it comes 

about, from what source comes her power, 

for it must be admitted that such a power 

of spiritual vision exists. Is it a sixth or 
soul sense that enables the fortunate posses- 

sor {o read the workings of the wind as eas- 
ily as the eye glances over the characters 

on a printed page ? Is it a sort ot influence 
emanating frcm a strong mind and in- 
fluencing another mind whose impreesion- 

ability is as delicate as a hair ba’ance? It 
is not a question for a newspaper to dis. 
cuss when philosophers either differ on the 

subjsct or else give it up as a mystery that 

cannot be unravelled. It is a mystery 

of the development of the mental or 

soul faculty until it attains full 
supremacy over the grosser material self 
and is able to pertorm the wonders which 
distinguishes the modern c'airvoyants, 
mediums, spiritualists and theosophiets and 
the ancient Buddists and Plstonists. It is 
a wonderfal study and Marie Corrruri, 
Burwer LyrroN and other writers have 
rendered it more attractive by the words 
they have written with the unseen as their 
theme. . 

The most beautiful house in the buried 

city of Pompeii has recently been unearth- 
ed. It is called the Iomus Vittorium ; and 

belonged tv the noble family of Vitti. In- 
stead of removing the marbles and bronzes 

and portable articles to the N ational 
Museum at Naples, everything hay b2en 

left just as it was found, and tables, pic- 

tures, tessellated floors, statues and foun- 

tains and ornamented walls have been en- 
closed by the goverrm nt with glass, thus 

sffording protection from the elements and 
the vandal proclivities of many tourists. 
Exquisite mosaics and statuary may be 
s2en, and the rich colorings of the walls 

are marvellously brillliant when one con- 
siders that nearly nineteen centuries have 
pasted since the painting was done. The 
fluted marble columns of the Perystilium 

are things of beauty and the marble basins 
in the fountain court are wonderfally beauti- 
ful and artistic. Two sm1ll bronz: statues 
of boys have silver eyes. 

An agitation has sprung up in Russia 
for the reform of the church calendar for 

business reasons. One of the results ot 
this is an embarassment in trade. A Rus- 

sian writer says: ‘In view of the constant- 

ly increasing trafli: between Russia and 
foreign countries the twelve days difference 

between calendars is inflicting sensible and 
growing losses on our commerce. To cite 
one instance it nsed but be pointed out 

that our exchanges and our reports during 
the Christmas season abroad are most in- 

active, and when business abroad revives 
again, Russia ce'ebrates her own Christ- 
mas.” The Russian press has taken the 

matter up, and is urging the governmen 
to take in hand a reform which ultimately 
must be inevitable. 

Discipline is evidently a factor in the 
French army, as two incidents which have 
just occurred during a single sitting of a 
court martial at Tunis go to prove. A 
soldier belonging to one of the Africin 
battalions, brought up on a charge of dis- 

obedience, when asked what he had to eay 
in his defence shouted ‘You are a lot of 
swine and drinkers of blood,” and was 

promptly sentenced to ten years hard labor. 

The man who was introduced after him was 
accused of a similar offence and the usual 

questions with a view to establishing bis 
ilentity had scarcely been addressed to him 
when he tore a bu'ton off his tunic and 

flang it at the face of the President. For 
this offence he was condemned to death. | 

Accordirg to the New York Sun a re- 

markable application of the perfected 
phonograph has been made by Mme 
Axa Laxkow, a vocal instructor of New 

York. She bad several talented pupils 
anxious to secure Iuropean experience. 
Turopore WAGERMANN a phorographic 

expert furnished the delicate cylinders, 
and under his direction the pupils sang 
their best into the phonographic horn. 

Mme. Laxkow took the cylinders to 

Berlin where the voices were reproduced 
for the German masters. The experiment 
was so succassful that epgigements to 
sing in Germany in concert and opera 
were obtained for two of th: pupils based 

solely upon the phonozraphic samples. 

Benin city, on the west coast of Africa, 

which only a few months ago, before the 
British captured it, was known as the City 

of Blood, is now law-abiding and civilized. 
It has a British residency, a council of 
chiefs, a rezular postal servicz and golf 
links. 

A woman out West claims to have the 

power t locate any internal physical dis- 
order by means of concentrating her vision 
upon the patient. Physicians have de- 

clared that her observatious are correct, 

and they are able to use them in diagnos- 
ing a case. 

The proportion of killed to the number 
of railway travellers is in France one in 
19,000,000. England has on2 in 28,000,- 

000, asd the United States one in 2,000, 

000. 

IN LIGHTER VEIN. 

Bliss Carmen's latest contribution to 

literatura is a collection of sea songs, 

“Ballads of Lost Haven” (Lawson, Wolffe 
& Co, Boston ) It utters the sam? wierd 

note that distinguishes his “Low Tide on 
Grand Pre,” has ‘*Vagabordia” collections 

and ‘‘Behind the Arras.” Thete are the 

vagabondia of the sea, breathing the same 

wild spirit and abandon as the others. 
Carman is in verse a norsman and the blood 

of the Vikings flows strong in the veins of 

his muse. Theresre in his poems the sur- 
face waves of beautiful imigery, stroog and 

symmetrical expression and musical cadence 
and underlying it, the great currents of 

thought and depths of philosophy, and en- 
veloping all the vapors and clouds of 
mysticism. To those who cinnot ap 
preciate the subtleties of his phil- 
osophy such as is expressed in 
his “Kelpie Riders” and ‘“The Gravedig- 
ger” the greater beauty of his work is 
lost. Such poems are not only beauti‘ul 

as works of art but they preach sermons 
aud expound philosophy by ruggestion. 
They used to be carefully studied but they 

are worthy of such stuly. The Frecer- 
icton singers’ poems and models of con: 
densed expression and vigorous thought, 

cleaves its way into consciousress; as 
the weapon in the iron arm of the old sea 

kings. Bliss Carman’s weapon is his verss 
and he uses it with the same courage and 
skill as the Norse revers plicd their weighty 
battle-axes. 

* * » 

Just before the Whiteway government in 
Newfoundland handed over the reins of of- 

fice to their successors th retiring premier 
appointed a batch of his friends to office. 
But immediately on Premier Winter assum- 

ing offic he cast them out and appointed 
his own friends to officz. And so his name 
proved ‘‘a most ingenious paradox” for his 

action was summary. 
» Ld * 

And this recalls the rathsr good story 

relative to the versatile talents ot the late 
Prof. 2eMille. He was talking to tome 
friends and the subjact being spontaneous 

writing they asked him to give an illustra- 
tion. One winter, a collection of taxes 
happened to be coming along just at the 
moment, and Prof. DeMille immediately 
cemposed the following verses : 

Here comes Mr. Winter, collector of taxes, 

I advice you to give him whatever he axes, 

And do what he says without fooling or flammery 

For thotigh his name's Winter his actions are 
SUAmMArY. E 

HOW THE FLAW WAS MADE, 

83id to Have Been done by the Koite of a 

City Father. 

Havivax, Nov, 25.—It is said that one 

of the city fathers indulged in some sharp 
work the other day when an official went to 
examice the plumbing in a house that the 

city father claimed bad been improperly 
finished. The statement made is that the 
official tested the pipes below and found 
nothing wrong. Then be went upstairs to 
try it there. A fliw was found while the 
city father went below, but the flaw locked 
very much as it it had been recently made 

by a city father's koite. This may not have 
been the case, but it is said t> have looked 
very much that way. Th: official was then 
called down s:airs again, to make a second 

test. This tim: a flaw was found but 
strange to say once more the marks of a 
city father’s knife were in evidencs. 

This story seems almost too strange to 
be true, but it is the way it is told. How 

would it be for Mayor Stephen to hold an 

investigation? Ther2 was no quoram on 
Tuesday evening and ths city council did 
not materializ*, else something might have 
been heard of this matter. 

A NARROW ESUAPE. 

Another Regiment Narrowly Escapes 

Criticism. 

The 1st Ragim:nt ot Canadian artillery 

of which A. E. Cunninghm is colored and 
to the command of which k. H. Ouley and 
A. G. Hersteia are both looking forward 
with som 3 eagernes, had a narrow escape 
from a similar catastrophe as that which 
befell the 63d, if not as distinctive a blow 
as that which descended on tke 60th. Had 

Gascoigne been called on to inepect them 
be would hav: been sure to have found 

fault, and been almost cartain to 

have heaped abuse if not insult on their 
heads. But toriunalely for them tte artil- 
lery inspection took place the week before 

General GGascoigne’s arrival, and they were 
b:yond his power for this year. Next 
year the chances are that Gascoigne will be 
safe in England beyound thair power. 

It has not yet been discovered who it 
was that supplied General Gascoigne with 

bogus information. Some say Geaner- 

al Montgomery Moore, others Michael 
Kelly. Or perhaps Gascoigne did not 
know the difference between ‘‘Army re- 
serve” and ‘‘Ex-soldier.” He knows the 

difference now at all events. 

Always to the Front, 

The reputation of 8. S: Packard asa 
business college man is world wide and he 
is an acknowledged authority on all ed- 

ucational and business subjects. His 
Business college is one of the best be- 
cause of his system of teaching which 1s 
undoubtedly tha best. Messrs S, Kerr and 
Son of the St. John Business College 
have secured the use of this system of 
business practice, and the fact that both 
teachers and students are perfectly eatis- 
fied and delighted with the results, goes to 
show that their reputation of being always 
to the front still holds good. 

VERSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

Sorrow’s Double Cy wo, 

Just when the le. fl :88 autumn days, 

Were covered with the first white snow ; 

And far the red sun's parting rays, 

Gave all the earth a golden glow. 

I sought again the same dear place, 

Where oft we met in da s of yore, 

Where still I see ler thoughttul face, 

Lameuting we are there no more. 

When I had crossed the south rn sea. 
To seek the sad sweet path alone; 

I thonght you were too far from me 

To tell me how the years had flown. 

I heard ol you at Lucerne lake; 

And coming from the castled Rhine, 

But koew no scene a change could make 

Ia hearts ae good and (rue as thine. 

How strange that in the self same hour, 

The hour of all to us most dear; 

Led by a telephatic power, 

We should have been so very near, 

And when I prayed for jast once more, 

To hear you sing your old love song; 

Returning from a foreign shore, 

We both had left the gay world's throng. 

We erossed the world to be again, 

Unnoticed on that hallowed spot; 

And there, for agony of pain, 

You passed me andl I saw you not. 

Why in my dream upon the dust — 

~—0Of10ses of departed bloom; 

Was such keen anguish on us thrust, 

To fill our future years with gloom. 

Oar sou's as one still kept the time, 

Tae light in which we loved to meet; 

As 11in no far fairer clime, 

There ne'er was twilight balf so sweet, _ =" 

Thera all the longing of eur souls, 

Was answered by His guiding will; 

Who that bright star of love controls, 

Which leads us to each other still. 

O life enduring keen regret, 

The saddest source of sorrow's tesr; 

If but a moment we had met, 

The future ne'er had been so drear. 

Farewell is but an idle word , 

We know mo parting e'er can be; 

If heaven one fond hope aff rd, 

I know I there shail meet with thee. 

CYPRUS GOLDE. 

In the Olid House. 

The fruits are stored, the fields are bare, 
The ground is hard, the skies ure gray; 

November's chill is in the air, 
Tc-morrow is Thanksgiving day. [pd 

The farmhouse stands in sheltered nook, 
I's walls are filled with warmth aod cheer; 

Its fires shine out with friendly look J 
To welcome all who enter here. 

Fully forty years have eome and gone a 
wince fi 'st that hearthstene ruddy glow 

Fresh kiudled flung its light upon 
Thanksgiviag guests of long ago. 

Loug was the list of squires and dames; 
From year to year how short it grew ! 

Read out the old famisiar names } 
They heard here when this house was new. | of 

Grandmother ?—aye, she went the first ; == 
Grandfather? —by her side he rests; fi 

The shade and sunlight. interspersed, & 
Have fallen long above their breasts. 

Our aunts and unc'es ?-sundered wide, 
Their graves lie east, their graves lie west; 

As veteran soldiers scarred and tried, po) 
They fought their fight they earned their pest. J 

Our Father ?—dear and gentle heart | 
A nature sweet, beloved by all. 

How e«rly tarned his steps apart 
To pass from human ken and call ! 

Our mother ? -brisk and kindly soul 
How brave she bore 1ate’s every frown, 

Nor res.ed till she reached the goal 
Where all must lay their burdens down ! 

Our brother ? —toward the setting sun. 
From us remote, his home is made, 

And many a year its course has rvu 
Since hore bis boyish sports were played. 

Put by the book ! My heart is sore. 
‘Ihe night winds up the chimney flze, 

The fires within gieam as before, 
But nore ure here save you and me ! 

But, sister, you and I again 
Will heap the hearth and spread the board 

And serve our Kindred, now as then, 
With all that home and hearts afford. 

The scattered remnants of owr line. 
We'll summon *nesth this roof once more, 

And pledge, in rare affection’s wine, 
Tae memory of toese days of yore. 

God bless them all,—the gond and true ! 
& )d keep them all,—botk here and there, 

Until the Od becomes the New, 
Forever, in His mansions Fair ! 

--Marion Hicks Harmon. 

The Ga ret Claiter. 

1 don't hear the young folks patter 
Like they used to long ago 

Up the stairs to raise a clatter 
Underpeath the ratters low. 

What's the reason things is stiller 
Since the young folks went away, 

John an’ Joe an’ sweet Permiller? 
Looks as if they’d gone to stay. 

Wife, there hain’t no sunshine gushin’ 
In the way it used to come; 

'T ohly seems as if the pushin, 
Suaders was a.comin’ hur. 

Sorter quietlike an’ draary, 
Oaqnly us two here alone; 

Jiat tre days seem dragein’ weary 
Like a long an’ dismal moar. 

In the garret things is quiet; 
Mice an’ spiders has taeir way 

Where the youngsters used to riot 
In their childish pranks an’ play, 

Sweet Permiller used to tag 'em, 
Joe an’ John in corners dark, 

An’ the maiden used to fag "em, 
Tire em out an’ raise a lark, 

When the humblebees was droonin 
An’ the flowers was in bloom, 

An’ the lilac bush was groanin’ 
With the scent of its pe: fume, 

I'hen the young folks used to patte 
Up the stairs a long ago=— 

Up the sta rs to raise a clatter 
Underneath the rafters low. 

Scems to me I'm sometimes dreamin’ 
Of the things that used to be. 

Till the old hfe comes a.streamin’ 
Back ag’in to yov an’ me. 

Then I hear the young tolls patter 
Up the stairs they used to go, 

There to raise a garret clatter 
Underneath the ra'ters low. 

Thanksgiving. 

For all true words that have been spoken, 
For all brave deeds that have been done, 

For every loaf in kindness broken, 
For every race in valor run. 

For martyr lips which have not failed 
To give God praise and smile to rest, 

For knightly souls which have not quailed 
At stubborn strife on lonesome quest; 

Lsrd unto Whom we stand in thryll 
We give The thanks for all, for al). 

For each fair fisld where goiden stubble 
Hath followed wealth of ravieg grain; 

For every passing wind of trovble 
Whieh bends thy grass that lifts again; 

Por gold in store that men must seek. 
For work which bows the sullen knee; 

For strength, swift sent to aid the vreak, 
For love bg wh ch we climb to Thee; 

Thy freedom, Lord* yet each Thy thrall, 
We give Thee praise for all, for all, 

we - Margaret E. Sangster, 

| Indians along the Ot-zin-ach son, 

Absolutely Pure 

A GOOD /YDIAN., 

Grave of a Chiet Who Signed the Treaty o 

William Penn, 

A short time ago near Sunbury, Pa., the 

remains of one ot tne Indian chiefs, who 
participated in the sigaing of the treaty, 
through which william Penn came in. 
to possession of Pennsylvania, were nan- 
earthed. The remains are those of Chief 
Shikellimy, grand sachem ,of the Lenni- 
L.enspes and the deputy governor appoiut- 

ed by the Troquis upon their conquest of 
the Susquenanna Indians. He lived in the 
Indian village of Shomoko, on the [present 
site of Sunbury and Northumberland, and 

went thence to sign the treaty under the 
elm tree. 

Chist Shikellimy was a good Indian, a 

true representative of jeverything that was 
grand in the Indian character; wh) never 
proved untrue to his word, betrayed a 
white man nor condoned a crime. Oa 

account of his ability to govern and his 
nobleness of character, he was selected by 
the chief of the Six Nations to rule the 

as the 

beautiful Susquehanna River was called. 
When the Iroquois, the so-called Six Nat- 
ions, made war upon the original owners 

of the Susquehanna Valley, the Lenm- 
L-napes, they succeeded in subduing them 

] after a bitter struggle and sent a deputy 
governor, Chief Shikellimy, to rule over 

a them. 

- Under the leadership the Lsnni-Lenap- 
| es never tried to throw off the burden of 

their conquerors. 
Up to this time very little is known of 

the chief. He was an Oaeida Indian and 
was born in Canada or in jthe northera 
part of New York State, near the border. 
After he settled in Shom>ko the Moravian 
missionaries found him there and converted 

‘| him. They also established a mission 
under his protection. At the signin3 of 
the Penn treaty Chief Shikellimy represent- 
ed the Oneida Indians and the Lenn L:n- 
apes. 

In 1748 Shikellimy died and was buried 
| by the missionaries who had converted 
| him. In his grave were placed many 
|| trinkets which had bean his share ot the 
purchase of the price of Pennsylvania and 
many of these were found intact when his 
remains were recently discovered. 

Embossed in Gold. 

To buy and reproduce famous paintings 
involves an expenditure that could hardly be 

borne unless, asin the case of The Youth's 
Companion, the enterprise is sustained 
by the approval of more than five 
hundred thousand subcribers. The 
Companion’s Souvenir Calendar for 1898, 

a series of charming figure pieces, faith- 
fully copied m colors and embossed in 

gold, is recognized as one of the richest 
and most costly examples of this form of 
art. Yet everynew subscriber receives it 
without additional charge. Moreover, the 
paper is sent free to new subscribers 
every week from the time the subsciption, 
is received until January, 1858, and then 
for a full year to January, 1899. 

The popular price of The Companion 
$1.75 a year, and the character of its con= 

tents, make it a paper for every household 
Exceptional attractions are promised for 

the filiy-two nnmbers to be issued during 
1898. Tbe R. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
the Hon. Thomas R. Red, Rudyard Kip- 
ling, Lillian Nordica, John Burroughs, 
W. D. Howells and Max O'R:ll are pro- 
minent in the long list of eminent contrib- 
utors named in The Companion's announce- 
ment, which will be sent free to any one 
addressing 

Tue Yourn's ComraNION, 
205 Columbus Ave., Boston Mass. 

Paris Detectives Struck, 

One hondred Paris detectives went on 
strike recently. They objected to one ot 
of the inspectors, and to being oblige. to 
keep the run of travellers when they leave 
hotels and boarding houtes, as they bad 
all they could do to watch them on their 
arrival. 

Positively alt Done by Hand. 

All open front shirts done by hand with 
the New York finish. It is picturesque— 
Try it. UxGar's LavuNpry and Dye 
Works. Phone 58. 

‘What do vou think of it ?’ asked a lady 
of ‘Campmeeting’ John Allen, who was 
looking over the tence at a game of croquet. 
‘Humph !' said he, with a twinkle in his 
eye, ‘billiards gone to grass ! 

To secure an abundant growth of hair, 
ute Hall's Hair Renewer, or, if possessing 
‘an abundance, it may be kept looking 
finely by using the Renewer occasionally. 


