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ABOUT WILD CHILDREN.

A FEW OF THE MOST AUTHENTICO
UASBES ON RECORD.

A Litlle Boy In India Was Brought Up
By a She Wolf—~Two Wild Girls in
France—Unsuccessful Attempt to Cilv-
ilize a Wild Boy:

Among {the remarkable stories which
travellers have from time to time narrated
to groups of admiring and faithtul listeners
those connected with the finding of so-call-
ed wild children are, saystte Lonon Stend-
ard, perhaps not the least fascinating.
The hunman beiog stripped of his thin ven-
eer civilizition, and ranging at larze with
out ‘clothes, language, or morality,’ de-
monstrates bhow much cne owes to early
education, and how nearly we are allied
to our poor relations with tales,
from which sciesnce darkly hints
we sprang in the past. Byron declared that
men became wolves on very slighi oc-
casions, and Captain Nicholet’sstory anent
tke child who, like Romulus and Remus,
was reared upon woli’s milk, and nursed
through a large portion ot his infancy by
this uncociable animal, gives a certain
weight to the poet’s remark.

The captain tells us that, when h2 was
with his regiment in India, he happened
one day to be out shooting, snd saw a she
wolf bring her cubs down to che river to
érink. Among them he spied a bnman
child, which he eventually succeeded in
capturing and carrying home to his quar-
ters. It-transpired that this child was the
son of Hindu parents, butin an unlucky
hour had been captured by the she wolt
and carried off to the wools. We are
pow to'd how this particular Hindu
child was ear marked, nor is any sugges-
tion offered es to why the sh2 wolt did not
devour bim on the spot, rather than adopt
him and briog bim up with her cubs. How-
ever this may be, Captain Nicholet brought
this child once more under the influence of
man, and set about civiliving him at once.
His favorite diet, as one would expect, was
raw meat and bones, upon which h> fed
with great avidity, tearing the flesh with
his tecth, crunching the bones much after
the fashion of an ordirary dog. He ap
pears to bave entertained a great objection
to the society of man, but his partiality to
all kinds of animals was marked, and h:
struck up so fast a friendship wth a puppy
that he even allowed it to eat outof the
same basin with himself. Oan the Captsin
discovering that the wild chiid was no
mitch for the dog at the dinner-table,
but stood a fair chance of bting starved
through the greediness of his four
footed mess-mate, he shot the doz in
the boy’s presence. This seem d to hav:
no outward effect on the wild Hindu, who
at on-e returned to his dish, perhaps not
altogether sorry that bis canine friend was
no longer present to share the repast. To
the conventional garments of civilization he
is said to have shown a marked avertion.
If he was dressed in a suit of dittos, and
then left by himself even for a few minutes,
he invariably tore them off, and on the re-
turn of his benefactors they found the
clothes scatiered in all parts of the room,
and the child sitting among the fragments.
He was, accorliing to the Captain's account
never known to speak, save once, and that
was shortly before his death, which occur-
ed a tew months aft-r his capture. A few
days before he died, a great change cime
wer him, behaviog the while with all docil-
ity, and startled his attendant by complain-
ing, presumably in Hmdustani, of a severe
pain which he felt in bis head.

Wild girls as well as wild boys have oc-
casionally been met with. In 1731 two
female children, of about the ages of ten
and twelve respectively, were found near a
pond at Chalons. Their clothes consisted
of skins, which they had somehow pieced
together. Ol these two wild girls, one
mansged to escape, but the other was cap
tured and conveyed to the house ot Vis-
comte d’Epinay. Though unable to speak
she made up for this by incessantly ¢cream-
j032, while she exhibited such agility and
strength that it took several men to hold

her. So switt of foot was she, that in a
race which she subscquently ran with the
Queen of Poland’s fleetest horse, she out-
distanced it with ease. In mental capacity
she was not altogether wanting, ard would
in all probability bave soon learned to
speak, but she died within six months of
her capture.

Pro.ably the most authentic account
of a wild child is that vouched for by
M. Jzard. This child was found in Avig-
non in 1718 by some sportsm:n, and was
brought to Mr. Jzard’a asylum in Paris.
When tound, he was without cloth:s and
though the thermometer registered

THE CURE WAS PERMANENT.

The Story of a Man who Suffered the Agonies

MEDICAL EXPERTS PRONOUNGED HIM INCURABLE AND HE WAS PAID A LARGE

The Case Probably the Most Wonderful in the History of Med cal Science—Brought
from Hopeless, Helpless Inactivity to Hc:alth. and 8tiengith -A Reproduction of

of a Living Death.

DISABILITY GLAIM.

the Check by which the Disability Claim was Paid.
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No other
medicine in the
world has

ever offered
such undoubted

proof of merit.
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From the Medford, Ont., Moaitor.

About two years ago the Monitor pro-
cured an interview with Mr. Reuben Petch,
of Griersville, in order to ascertain frcm
his own lips if the reports were well found-

ed tbat he attributed his most astonishing
return to health to the use ot Dr. W' llisms’
Piok Pills for Pale People. The csult of
the interview was published in the Monitor
under the date of Jan. 17th, 1896. Mr.
Petch’s case was certainly one cf the most
extraordinary in th2 annals of medicine in
Canada—ifnot in the world. He had been
ill for five years and in that time he con-
sulted no less than six of the best physicians
he could find, but none could give him the
least relief. His limbs and body were
puffed and bloated to such an extent that
he could not get his clothes on, and for
two years he bad not dressed. He bad
'ast the use of bis imbs entirely. His flash
seemed to be dead, and pics could be
stuck into various parts of tbe body with-
out being felt or creating the slightest sen-
sation. He could not move about and if
bhe attempted to get up would fall and
would have to be lifted up. He was un-
able to open his mouth sufficiently to take
solid food, and had to be ted with a spoon
like a child. The doctors #aid his trouble
was spinal sclerosis, and tbat h2 could not
possibly get better. He was in fact noth-
ing more or less than an animat-d corpse,
80 help'ess was he. He was & member of
the Canadian Mutual Life Association, and
was under their rules entitled to disabii'y
insurance and made a claim for it. Two
doctors, on behalt of the association, were
sent to examine him, and they pronounced
him incurable and permanently disabled,
and in accordance with their report he was
paid a disability insurance of $1,650.-

00. This was about two years after
his sickness began. For three years
more be lingsred in the condition above
noted, utterly helpless, and a burden to
himself and triends. He was then advised
to try Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. He did
not hope that they would help bim, but in
his sad condition he was prepared to grasp
at anything that afforded the prospect
of even a shght relief. The ficet change
noted in hiv condition after he began the
use of the pills was a disposition to sweat
freely. Taen lite begsn to return to his
hitherto dead body. and from that time on
his progress towards recovery and activity
was steady ard certain.

The publication of the interview, contain-
ing the facts above noted, created unusual
interest. not only in this section, but
throughout Canaia. That a man, whose
limbs and body were all but dead, who had
been exammed by medical experts, and
pronounced incurable and on thz strenzth
of their report was paid a large disability
claim, should atterwards be cured by Dr.
Williams Pink Pills, was looked upon as a
marvel. Many were skeptical; not as to
the cure—for the fact that h: was actively
going about proved this—but they did not
believe it would prove permanent. In view
of the doubts then expressed, the Monitor
determined to watch the case closely, and
now, nearly two years after the cure was
first published, bas again interviewed Mr.
Petch, with the result that we are in a po-
sition to say most emphstically that this re-
markable cure bas proved permanent.

On beng again questioned, Mr. Petch
said :—“You see tnose hands—the tkin
is now natural and elastic. Once they
were bard and without sensation. You
could pierce them with a pin and I
would not fee! it, and what is true

of my bhands is true of the rest of my
body. Perhaps you bave observed that I
bave now even ceased to use a cane,
and can get about my business per-
tectly well. You may say there is absolute-
ly no doubt as to my cure being permanent.
Indeed I am in even better health thin
when I gave you the first interview.’

‘Do vou still attribute your cure to the
use o' Dr. Wilhams’ Pink Pills P’ asked the
Monitor.

‘Uwquestionably I do,” was the reply.
‘Doctors bad failed. as bad also the numer
ous remedizs recommended by my friends.
Ncthing I took had the slightest effect upon
me until I begn the use ot Dr. Williams’
Pink Pil. To this wonderful medicine I
owe my r-lease from a living death. I have
sinc2 recomwended Dr. Williams’® Pink
Pills to many of my friends, and the verdict
is in their favor. 1 shall always blesa the
day I was induced to take them,

The above are the chief statements made
by Mr Petch in this latest interview, and
the Monitor may remark, from a long ac-
quaintance with him, that we consider his
statements absolutely true and reliable. He
bas no interest to serve other than a desire
to recommend the medicine that has done
so much for him, and feel sure that it any
sufferer will weite Mr. Petch, enclosing a
stamp for reply, he will endorse all the
statem n's made ahove. We may further
add that Mr. Petch's remarkable recovery
leaves no doubt of h3 wonder'ul curative
powers of Dr Williams’ Pink Pills. and it

seems reasonable to infer that they will do-

tor others what they have done for him—
restore health and vitality.

The check at the he d of this article is a
fac simile of the one by which Mr. Peotch's
disability claim was paid and is given in
further corroboration of his statements.

several degrees of frost. be was rolling in
the enow. apparently enjoying the pastime.
His body- was covered with bites and
scratches, and it was presumad that he
had been engaged in other than amicable
discussion with some other deniz:n of the
forest. Unable to speak, hs was to all
intents and purposes an animal, but
how he came to this deplorable condition
it was impossible to say. On his arrival
in Paris, M. Izwd, the supérinten-
dent took him iu hand and endeavored
to teach him langnage. Whenever
any one entered the room in

which he was, the child made toward them

on all fours and sniffed at their legs like a
dog. Like the prodigal, he ted upon acorns
and busks and appears to have taken to
this diet in preference to others. Once, on
being given a live b rd, he promptly killed
it, tora it limb from limb, smelt it, and
finally threw it away. M. Izard’s attempts
to teach bim to speak always bad the ef-
fect of throwing bim into a violent passion,
in which state he would tear up his clothes
and everytbing ¢lse upon which he could
lay hands, becoming altogether unmanage-
able. M. Izird, however, had observed
that when the boy looked down from a
beight he became at once frightened and

submissive, and so on one occa-
sion, when he had ‘run amuck,” the super-
intendent seiz2d him, held bim out ot a
window on the third story, and made out
that he wou!d throw bim down. Cruel as
the proceedings appears, it bad the desired
effect, and from that day the boy became
quiet, neither did he ever afterward at-
tempt to tear up his clothes. By degrees
he was persuaded to put on clothes. but
the attempt to teach him the alphabet on
the deat and dumb system proved as fruit-
less as his essays at speech. For some
time, M. Izar 1 persevered with his strange
pupil, but with no result; and although

be was treated with all bumanity, the at-

tempt to civiliz: this unfortunate wild child
ended in his death.

A Journey Round the Karth.

The time repuired for a journey round
the earth by & man walking dsy and night

without resting would be 428 days; an ex-
press train, 40 davs; sound, at & medium
temperature 32!; hours; a cannon ball
2131 bours; light, a little over one-tenth of
a second ; and electricity, .passing over a
copper wire, a little under one tenth of a
second.
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