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SHADES OF CITY LIFE 

BREEZY PARAGRAPHS OF ORDIN- 

ARY HAPPENINGS. 

Notes on the Visit of the Right Honorable 

Sir Wilfred Laurier K. C. M, G ~The 

Premier's Wonderful Personality Con- 

quers St. John as it Conquered Europe. 

The people would fain have said—Linger 

Longer Laury. 
*> * * 

Canada would be sorrier 

1f she had not Laurier ! 

With Laurier out 

Out lawry her lot ! 
» * > 

Is Union street, Carleton, going to slide 

into the harbor? That is the question, 

The authorities say it will not and it is to 

be hoped that their prediction will come 

true. The wharf went tobogganing into 

the harbour once before and we do not 

want one of the streets to follow suit. 
Bl ~ - 

People would like to have heard the great 

Tarte whose fame partakes more of the 

nature of notoriety perhaps than real dis 

tinction. But he opened not his lips. They 

say that he knows how to pick out the 

plums. But then where else should the 

plums go but to the tart. 
* » * 

And by the way, there is one thing 

noticeable about leading Salvation Army 
officers. They are almost without excep- 

tion, that is the men, distinguished by 

strong squara chins and full mobile fea- 

tures that respond readily to changes of 

emotion. It is a face that draws out the 

sympathy of audiences, the effect being 

enhanced by their tull powerful, and well 

modulated voices. 
»* * * 

The Booth tamily is one of the greatest 

teams in the world. We have had Papa 

Booth and various other Booths here and 

this week we had his daughter Eva. She 

has z2al and courage, has been through all 

sorts of experience in the progriss of her 
work of carrying out the central thought of 

the Holy Book ot helping her brothers. 
She holds her audiences spellbound and is 
one of the great women of the close of the 

nineteenth century. 
* * » 

There were no less than thirty or thirty- 
five legislators attending ceremonies in 

connection with the opening of the exhib- 
ition on Tuesday, about equally divided 

between members of the Dominion and 
provincial houses and among them there 

was a good sprinkling of honourables. If 
these man are interested enough to attend 
the exhibition they ought to be interested 

enough to help it along with substantial 
grants. They got nothing this year from 

the governments. 
- * * 

There is some talk of the Ancients com- 

ng here for their annual fall outing. There 

will be *“a hot time in the old town” if they 

come after their conquests in old England. 
These New England pioneers of bon vivants 
will expect much in the way of entertain- 

ment. Dinners at 50 cents a plate might, 
in the estimation of the aldermen, do for 

the premier and the cabinet ministers but 

it would not do for the Ancients. Oh, no! 

They are not Puritans even though they 

come from Ibsen-reading bean-eating 

Boston. Fifty dollars a plate would suit 

them better. 1f our city is going to invite 

them they bad better negotiate a new loan 

and make a sacrifice of their bandsome 

improvements. 
» * * 

It is good to be a premier. It seems to 

give unlimited osculatory privileges. Sir 

Wiltrid while here was presented with 

bouquets by Misses Maysie Willis, Faith 

Hayward, Emily McAvity and Daisy Sears 

and in all cases Sir Wilfrid was not satis- 

fied with the bouquet but also claimed a 

kiss as well. Lady Laurier was not here 

which explains it. But the premier is 

a lover ot children and makes 

himself agreeable to them. Little Miss 

Sears made the presentation at the depot 

and she and her mother accompanied the 

right honourable as far as Westfield in his 

private car. He made himself very pleas- 

ant to the little girl and it was evident that 

the social side of his nature is well deve- 

loped. 
* » * 

A fact that well exs mplifies the wonder- 

tul power of influence is the maoner in 

which people who associate much together 

begin to resemble one another in a more 

or less Cegree. This is especially true in 

the case of man and wife, and instances sre 

numerous when, after some years, if they 

are at all congenial, they begin to look 

like each other and in tastes snd manner 

become very similar. In reality they carry 

out the marriage contract and become 

one. But there are other instances of this. 

A city merchant bas an employee who is in 

many respects an enlarged ecirion of him- 

selt in manner of speaking, general car- 

riage of his person and little eccentricities. | 

It is quite noticeable and is a very good 1l- 
lustration of the law of environment. 

» + * 

The beauty of our shool system is shown 
in the fact that nowadays there is no one 
witbout education. Fvery child goes to 
school and every femily has a newspaper. 
There are, so Chairman Trueman of the 
Board of school Trustees told the Premier 
over 6000 children in the city schools 
which shows up well in comparison with 
the city’s population of about 40,000. 

There are five daily papers with a total 
city circulation of probably 120. (These 
are vot the figures of the cirulation editor.) 
Among 800 or 900 families these divide 

up into more than one paper to a family. 
At last Saturdays’s meeting of the Coun- 

cil the aldermen indulged in some pleatant 
banter in regard to the political proclivities 
of the tide of St. John harbor. They were 
talking about the excursion to be given the 
Premier about the harbor and through the 

falls. One aldermen asked if the tide 
would serve. “Ot course it will, said the 
Mayor; it has gct to zerve for the premier.” 
Will, it it won't, said Ald. MacRae, we will 

command the sun and moon to stand stiil.” 

Then Ald, Christie wanted to know if the 

tide wasn’t tory. ‘No,’ said Ald. Pardy, ‘it 

is liberal because it’s free.” 
But it would seem to me that it is mug- 

wump, because it leans both ways and part 
of the time it is on the fence. 

ANTONIO. 

SCOTTISH SUPERSTITIONS. 

Queer Yeliets That Survive in Galloway and 
Make Life Picturesque. g 

As might be expected in such a district 
as Galloway, which, till a late period, was 
so remote from external influences, and 

which had euch a marked individuality, the 
list of its locel customs and beliefs isa 

long one. Let us take, first of ll, those 
relating to times and seasons. We find, at 
the outset, a statement about February 

weather ; ‘It Feberweer be fair an’ clear, 

There'll be twa winters in the year.” This 
further south is limited to Candlemas Day. 

The belief in the potency of dew collected 

on May Day morning, especially as a cos- 
metic, exists in Galloway as it did in Lon- 

on in the days of Pepys. On Sunday it 
was unlucky to out ‘hair or horn;’ and, as 
everywhere, great care must be taken in 
the disposal of the ‘clippings ;’ on Saturday 
a piece of work should never be begun. 
On New Year's eve, which bears the 

wide spread name Hogmanay, the fire was 

banked up with special care, for ill luck 
came to the house when out and to those 
who gave a turf next morning to light it 

again. Lucifer matches, at any rate have 

been a safeguard to neighbours. In fact 
on New's Day you must neither sell, nor 
lend, nor give, outside the house, which 

obviously, is not the rentiment of our 
neighbours across the Channel; but in- 
side its head formally pretented some food 
and drink to all its iomates early in the 

morning, and even gave a little grain 

to his horses and cattle. There was 
a general rule that on New Year's morning 

something should be brought into the house 

before anything was taken out of it, and 

neither ashes nor ‘slops’ were to be car- 
ried. Much depends on the ‘first foot; 

that is, the first visitor. Some persons were 

harbingers of ill luck—women were al- 

ways among thes2, particularly if they 
were walking baretoot. Even on meeting 
them outside, some people would turn 

back and give up an expedition. Candle- 
mas was an important dayin the schools. 

The boys and girls brought presents to 
the master, generally money ; then he ap- 
pointed one of each as King and Quen, 

and treated the children to cakes and 
weak ‘toddy.” Oa Hallowe'en they per: 

formed a mumming play. 

The moon was the centre of a number 
of fancies. A hen should be set when it is 
waxing ; the new moon, when seen for the 

first tim2, can help a girl to the name of 
her future husband ; it will bring a wish to 
pass if you turn the money thrice in your 

pocket; bu: ll luck comes if you 

look at it through a window. All these 
beliets are widespread. That a man 

should not build ahoise for himselt was 

telieved in Galloway, as elswhere, and 

those who quitted a house showel their 

good will by not cleaning it up, for this 

‘took away ths Iuck.’,, Nawcomars p-o- 
tected themselves by throwing a cat or a 

hen or s)me other animal, inside befor: 

they entered themselves, for this became 

the victim if a curse had been lett on the 
building. It was the ruie in Galloway, as 

in most other places, that the beginner 
‘paid his footing,” and new works of most 

kinds was consecrated by a libation,poured 

not on the ground, but down the throat, 
The clergy are held in honor, or at least 

Purest and Best for Table and Dairy 
Ne adulteration. Never cakes. 

in fear, asd evil must not b e spoken against 
them, for as a prover b goes ‘It is unlucky 
t' middle wi’ craws and ministers.” ‘Holed’ 
stones were potent amulets for cattle, but 

the virtues of these are known to other 
parts of Britain. After a cow had calved 
its back was sprinkled with salt or oatmea). 
The first milk it gave afterward went by the 
name of beesnan (in the English Midlands 
beestings,) and was used for various spec- 
ial purposes. Never, if it can be avoided, 
let a mare ‘foal’ under a roof, and mind 
that a dark-eyed person is the first to look 
at a young pig. A horseshoe brings luck— 
that is universal—and so does a live hedge: 
hog; but a dead one, a black cat, and a 
hare are signs of bad fortune nay, some 
think ¢ven a wild rabbit ill to meet. 
Crowing hens were deemed objectionable 

as whistling lasses, and even a cock might 
not utter bis natural notes at untimely hours 
for ill would come of it—a belief often ver- 
ified when fowls are kept in towns. But 
if a cock reaches the age ot seven years he 
becomes a dangerous fowl, for then he lays 
an egg and from this is hatched a cockarice, 
That, too, was a very widespread notion. 
A cock is said to have been solemnly tried 
and condemned at Basle in the middle ages 
for this heinous crime. Wild birds take 
their part in auguries. Ill fortune comes 
from injuring swallows, wrens, robins, 
rooks, or cuckoos, but the last may bring 
good or bad luck. eccording to circum 
stances. A single magpie is unlucky, and 
if three approach a house a funeral will 
soon leave it. 
Snake stones can be found and bring 

good fortune, and a spell can be laid on 
the adder. It you try to kill one and it 
escapes the respite is briet, for you can 
make a ‘tryst’ to meet it next dey at a 
fixed hour end place, and it is bound to 
keep the appointment. In one place they 
believe that wasps do not sting in Septem- 
ber. The saying, ‘many hawe, many 
snaws,” expresses what is generally be- 
lieved further south, and other trees have 
their significance, especially the elder and 
the rowsn, the last being a potent specific 
againet witcheraft. In that, of course, 
everybody believed, and there are many 
stories about spells and counter-charms. 

Birth, marriage, and death have each 
their own customs and superstitions. 
As regards the second, thers are many 
don’ts—though not to the extent of 
the well known advice—don’t meet a 
funeral or bave the bridescake chip- 
ped, or meet after the banns have 
been proclaimed, or hear your own banns 
read, or enter the house a‘ter the weddng, 
till the minister hes gone in, or let him 
shake hands with either till the knot is 
tied. The bride also, should not try on 
her wedding dress, when once it is finished 
nor should her mother witness the cere- 
mony. 

Portents of death are much the same in 
Galloway asin other places. and s5 also 
are many of the customs such as opening 
doors and windows, putting salt on the 
breast of the corpse, offering refreshments 
at the funeral, together with a host of 
superstitions about suicides, drowned folk, 
and the like.—N. Y. Sun. 

A Meaning Distinction 

Wickwire-—That is a rocky-looking um- 
brella you are carrying, Mudge. Is it the 
best you can buy ? 
Mudge—It is the best I could get. 

saved. 

Sprockett—I was proposing to her when 
she told me tbat her father had failed. 
Wheeler— What did yon do ? 
Sprockett—I back-pedalled. 

Accounted For, 

Ethel—Maud has been trying to learn 
how to ride a bicycle for four weeks now. 
Penelope—Is her instructor stupid ? 
Ethel. No—handsome. 

Every Graduate 

of my “A” or actual business course 
is qualified for a first-class position. 
I do not know of one who has not 
been employed almost immediately. 
Send for primer. 
Snell’s Business College, Truro, N. S. 

OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements under this heading not exceeding 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 26 cents each 
insertion. FKive cents extra for every additional 
line 

Ww ANTE Old established wholesale House 
wants one or two honest and ix. 

dustrious representatives for this section. Can pay 
a hustler about $12.09 a week to start with. DRAWER 
29, Brantford, Ont. 

Ww A TED Young men and women to help in 
" the Armenian cause. Good pay. 

Will send copy of my little book, **Your Place in 
Lite,” free, to any who write. Rev. T. 8. Linscott, 
Brantford, Ont. 

WANTE RELIABLE MERCHANTS in 
each town to handle our water- 

proof Cold Water Paint. Five million pounds sold 
in United States last year. VICTOR KOFOD, 
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal. 

R ES J D ¢ NC E at Rothesay for sale or to rent 
for the Summer months. That 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop 
erty aboutone and a half miles from Rothesay Sta- 
tion and within two minutes walk of the Kennebec= 
casis. Rent reasonable. Apply to H. G. Fenety, 
Barrister-at-Law, Pagsley Building. 24 6-tf 

KERR ~ i 
BOOKKEEPING. 

(New Edition.) 

JOINT BTOZK CO. BOOKKEEPING fully 
explained. 

will enable any intellizent bookkeeper to 
open books for new company, change from 

partnership to single proprietorship or Joint 
Stock Co. bqoks, and to close books and show 
result of business. 
Mailed to any address for $1. 

pL” “= ¢  g@-Send for sample 
sTJ0hy, pages and our Busteses 

: , > and Shorthand Cata- 
'/ logues. 

8, KERR & SON. 
St. Jobn, N.B. 
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Hence she gets through her | 
washing in half the time by 
using 

ECLIPSE SOAP. 
Try it for yourself. 

| 
| 
| 

Send us 25 “Eclipse” wrappers, or | 
Ge. in stamps with coupon and | 

will mai! you a popular novel. 

coupon in every bar of “Eclipse.” 

JOHN TAYLOR & CO. 
Manufacturers, Toronto, Ont, 
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HIGHEST TESTIMONIALS FROM ALL DEALERS AND USERS. 

4 “Famous MacNET" 
Made in 8 sizes, using 3,4 and 5 

feet wood. Will heat from 10,000 to 
100,000 cubic feet. Heavy fire-box, 
with corrugations, increasing the 
heating surface. Extra large firing 
door and ash pit. 

Heavy steel flues with cast heads 
that will expand without cracking. 
Bolts on outside away from action 
of the fire, 

Instant direct or indirect draft. 
Firing, regulating and cleaning 

all done from the front. 

Dampers can be operated 
from rooms above. Made for 
brick or galvanized casings. 

You Can keep your house 
warm from cellar to garret and 

Do it Cheaply. 
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¢The McCla ry Mfg. Co., WINNIPEG and VANCOUVER. 
: If your local dealer cannot supply, writes our nearest house, 

LONDON, MONTREAL, TORONTO, 

A 
If you want a COOK STOVE for Coal or Wcod, 

it will pay you to see our stock. We bave something to suit every want. 

THE PERFECTION, a very HANDY COOK STOVE for Wood or 

Coal. is stove has had a great run with small families, and is still 

very much sought after. 

Then we offer THE ENTERPRIZE COOK, a later pattern and somewhat 

larger. It works well, and is very popular 

In ELEVATED COOKS we offer the NIAGARA, STAR, COMFORT 

QUEEN, and FAVORITE, at lowest possible prices. 

sex EVERY RTOVE ‘8 80LD WITH GUARANTEE “wu 

F=mERsoN 
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ROTOR 1 

E. G.SCOVIL, Agent Pelee Vine Co. 

=... Pelee Island Wines 
SURE YOU GET OUR BRAND. .u 

GAGETOWN, July 26, 1897. 

DEAR S1r—My wife had been aftlicted with nervons prostration tor several ve i 
every kind of medicine recommended, but ob breesd gine relief until I Sreotesd Soe ot 
your PELEE WINE, which I xm deli; hted to say has had the desired eftect. It is the 
greatest tonic ofthe age. I think to much cannot be said in its praise. and no house 
should be without it. We have recommended it to several suffering from La tirippe 
and Debility with like good results. 

I am yours gratefully | 

JOHN C. CLOWES. 

a Ask for Our Brand and See You Get It <img 

E. C. SCOVIL [=rwie'! 62 Union Street. 

Angostora Bitters. 
10 Cases Genuine Dr. Sigert’s. 

FOR SALE LOW. 

THOS. L. BOURKE 
WATER STREET, 

T. O'LEARY, 
+++ + RETAIL DEALER IN..s. 

Choice Wines and Liquors 
SmsesERatG. 

and Ales and Cigars, 
RR 5 FEES SETS) 

16 DUKE STREET 


