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I have always been quite a good friend 

of the travelling agent, and never missed 

an opportunity of saying a good word for 

him when I could. In factIbave met some 

very intersting members of the fraternity 

and have exchanged some pleasant chat 

across the threstold, with the geniil knights 

of the road. To be sure I hive generally 

come off secon] best in any dealings I 

have had with these agreeable gentlemen, 

| knight s of thy road, bz it said that such two of whom succeaded in selling me scissor 

sharpeners which neither myself or anyone 

else 1 have met with so far, ever found out 

the secret of usng. Another sold mz a 

contrivance for lifting a pie out of the oven 

when it was done without th2 customary 

burnt fingers wiih I had always consider- 

el a necessary part of the performance, 

but as the pie lifter never liited the pie be- 

yond a certain point, and then invari- 

ably dropped it on the fur, I 
have since gone back to th: oven | 
cloth, about which thers are foms3 

chances of success ias‘ead of the certainity 

of def:at. Two other agents soll me 

packages of needlzs with points which re- 

semble something between a scotch joke 
and a crowber ; while yet another imposed 
on my trusting nature with a bottle of 

cement which has proved as insoluble as 
the problem of equaring ths circle. It isa 
good articl: I am sure because once it was 

melted and allowed to harden, nothing 

could ever part the fragments it uni‘ed. 

Bat as it has resisted alcohol, and boiling 

water, I do not know how th2 melting is to 

be accomp'ished. The very last agent to 

whose smiles I fel a victim succeeded in 

selling me a bottlz of furniture polish which 
proved so eff :ctive on the piano that we 

are thinking of having it sandpapered and 

varnished, as no less heroic treatment will 

ever obliterate the traces of that infallible 

polish * ‘warranted to produce a mirror like 
lustre to any article ot furniture to whichil 

is applied—especially pianos.” 
I have bought black lead which no one 

but the vender himself could produce a 

polish with—and he never sold the box he 

was using at the time—paste for extracting 

spots from the most delicately tinted car- 
pets, but which I found harder to extract 
than the spots, and glove cleaning liquid 

which removed every trace of color from 

. the gloves, along with the soil. So I con. 

sider that I have had some little experience 

of the “‘gentleman who travels” but for all 

his little faults I like him still, and am will- 

ing to do more than justice usually. Bu’ 

I have just m2t a specimen of the brother- 

hood who bas don? more to bring his order 

into disrepute in two minutes than the whole 

fraternity can undo in a year. 

He was travzlling in the in‘erests of a 

stamped linen house—if it were not posi- 

tively sacrilegious to us: such an expression 

in connection with so magnificent a being’ 

I should say h: was engaged in peddling 

d'oyley’s and tray cloths of stampad linen, 

and his stock in trade, besides a valise fall 

of linen, consisted of a pair of abnormally 

large and bold light blue eyes, a swt of 

fashionable clothes, and the most insolent 
manner 1 ever encountered. 

I was immersed in the study of different 

goods as regarded their effects upon the 

famale complexion, one morning last 

week and from this important problem I 

was called to answer an imperative ring at 

the door. The butler was cleaning the 

plate, and the foo tman was reading the 

morning paper, so [had to answer the door 

myself, and on the step I founl the 

vision I have described. He said “Goad 

morning” with a world of patronsge in his 

manner, and 1 responded politely. Taen 

we looked at each other for a space—It 

is a beau'iful morning!” he announced 

coming v:ry close to the door. I agreed 

with him and smiled a smile of gentle in- 

quiry. By this time he was so close to me 

that thera were scarcely four inches be- 

tween our noses; he pressed forward and 

I retained my balance with an effort and 

we both gaz:d steadily into each other's 

eyes he with a stare of iisolent determina- 

tion, I with a glance of interrogation that 

grew colder and more indignant every mo- 

ment. I don’t think I ever encountered so 

impertinent and so determined a look. At 

last it dawned upon him that I did not in- 

ten] to ask him in, and was waiting for 

him to state his business, so he took 

refuge in sarcasm, ‘Is the lady 

of the honse in ?” he asked with an em- 

phasis on the word ‘‘lady” that was intend- 

ed to crush me to the earth, end give me 

the impression that he took me for the ser 

vant. I said she was, and waited again to 

hear what he wanted, but with one look of 

concentrated fury, be turned, rushed down 

the steps, banged the gate and disappeared. 

Now while I try to be courteous to 

every one who comes to our door, I am 

not in the habit of invi ing perlectly strange 

mn who refuse to state their business, into 

the drawing room for halt an hour's chit, 
especially when their mann :r happens to be 
as much against them as this youth's, and 

it the poor fellow is lamentably ignorant 
of th: manners and customs of respectable 
people as to expect an entree into a house 
by merely calling at the door and trying to 
push his way in; then it is high tims some 
one instructed him in such matters. 

It is also a pity that his employses do not 
inform themselves as to his manner of 

soliciting orders, for he is quite sure to 
injure their business greatly, and unless he 

is paid by commiesion, I should imagine 
he would be a source of serious financ- 

ial loss. Bat for the honor of the 

sp-c'mens of the guild are the exception 

not the rule at least if they are not I have 

been fortunate, enough to encounter only 

ths better class, heretofore. 

I think 1 mentioned befor: that gray 

was decidedly the most fashionable color 

this season. DPerbaps the prevalence of 
| gray linen gowns in the na‘ural tint of the 
flix, may partly account for this, but still 
the fancy is carried out in wool costumes 

also, the tint baing like that of the home- 
spun linens, so pale that almost any be- 

coming color may be used to brighten 

them up. A liaing of pink silk is charm- 
ing under a thin barege of pal:at gray, and 
a full bodice of pink chiffon covered with 

creamy lace gives the finishing touch to 
the costumz. Another pretty gray gown 

also of barege has a draped skirt caught up 
slightly at each side, and a bodice of white 
silk covered with cream studdel with steel 
beads and finished at the neck and belt 

with coral pink satin. The sleeves of this 
dress are tucked the entire length, and 

quite innocent of either puffs or frills at 
the top. 

Feather stitching as a trimming has been 

revived this summer, and appears on some 
o! the most fashionable dresses as a finish 

for the wide hems and narrow rufil :s which 

trim the skirts. It isa simple, and most 
effective decoration, and should be very 
popular, requiring so little skill in working 
and so much show for the amount of labor. 
Black, white, and colored satin ribbon half 
an inch wide and gath:red in the middle, is 

another novelty in dress trimming, and ig 
used as an edging for ruffles, revers and 

collars, as well as a finish for some of the 
bodice trimmings. 
The sleeves of all the thin dresses are 

more or less trimmed with tucks, insertions 

and shirrings from th2 wrist to the 
puff at the top: but the very latest 
sleeve of all has neither puffs nor frills, 

but is simply an easy fitting close sleeve 
increasing a little in siz» towards the arm- 
hole. It is trimmed the entire length to 
redeem the plain eff:ct, and it contains a 
good prophecy of the style of sleeve we 
shall be wearing with our autumn gowns. 
Some of the newest evening dresses have 

long transparent sleeves of chiffon, or net | 
slightly shirred, and close at the top not a 
trace of a puff, frill or drapery relieving 
them, the flat eif.ct being counteracted 
only by bows of ribbon on the shoulders. 

Tinted muslins in pale green, pale yellow, 
cornflower blue, and ecru, dotted either 
with another color or with white, are very 
much worn, and exceedingly dressy when 
properly made up ; which m2ans when they 
are almost covered with tucks and inser- 
tions of lace, and that the bodice over- 
bangs the belt all around in true 

bluose fashion. Pale ecru muslins trim. 
med lavishly with yellow lace insertion 

is one of the latest fancies; anda pretty 
imported model has taree rows of wide lace 
insertion around the skirt; a tucked bodice 

with a round yoke of white muslin finely 
tucked, from which falls a collar finished 
on the edge with a hem of the ecru muslin, 

and a belt of green and white and black 

plaid silk. The combinatizn sounds odd 
in the extreme, butit was probably stylish 

which is always the first consideration. 
Batiste in lace effects and embroidered 

designs, fizures lirgely in combination 
with foulard silks, being used for collars, 

revers and sometimes a part of the bodice 
itsell. One pre'ty dress of brown and ecru 
foulard has an entire bodice of ecru batiste 
with a lace stripe and the effect is charm- 

ing. 
A novelty in trimming is the substitution 

of satin and grosgrain ribbon, with a cord- 
ed edge, both in very narrow widths, for 

HALL’S 
Vegetable Sicilian 

HAIR RENEWER 
Beautifies and restores Gray 

' Hair to its original color and 
vitality ; prevents baldness; 
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cures itching and dandruff. 

A fine hair dressing. 
R. P. Hall & Co., Props., Nashua, N, H, 

Sold by all Druggists. 
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PEREMPTORY SALE OF 

Boots, Shoes ana Slippers 
At our Union Street Store, opposite the Opera House We succeeded in purchasing most of this 
Jarge quantity of gods at about 50 Cents on the Dollar, and have placed the entire lot in our 

UNION STREET STORE for immediate sale at cash prices only. 
We will make this sale the greatest opportunity to buy CHEAP SHOES that has been cffered in 

St. John in a lifetime. 

The goods will be marked in p 
in St. John and will be 81d ft r CASH ONLY. 

lain figures at about One Half the Usual Retail Prices now quoted 

M During this sale we expect th's store to be crowded, so that no trying on of Shoes can be allowed, 

nor can boots be sent out on approval. Customers buying Sho’s and finding them unsuitable will EL] 

& have their MONEY RETURNED as pleasantly as it was taken from them % 

REMEMBER THIS SALE IS NOW ON at our UNION STREET STORE, opposite the 3 

@ Opera House, and wll continue uatil the entire lot is disposed of. ro 

WATERBURY & RISING, 212 and 214 Union St. @ 
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brsil, the ribbon being used much as braid | Then dashing the tears away from her 

would be, except that of cours: it only | face, stooped down, gathered up the scat- 

lends itself to angular designs, anl is im- 

practizabls for curve, or circles. Some- 

times the ribbon matches the material of 

the dress in color, but more often it isin | 

gome contrasting color. Som2 of the new 

tailor gowns are {rimmed in this*manner, 

and made with very smart monjik blouses, 

which are well covered wi h the ribbon de- 

sign both back and front. Toe monjik 

blouse, be it known, is but the latest name 

for the old and once familiar Russian blouse. 

Ructes of taffata silk fringed out on the 

edge have come back again from the obliv- 

ion of the past, and one ncw modelin 

blick silk canvas, made up over a bright 

colored lining has a ruche of the same ilk 

around the skirt oddly placed just at the 

knee, and narrower rushes across the bod- 

ize form a yoke. 

Jewelled embroidery seems to have 

reached the very z:nith of its popularity, 

and lashion authorities predict its spzedy 

retirement in favor of plain, but rich silk 

embroidery which 1s more durable, and 

quite as expensive if less showy. 
ASTRA. 

MARCHESI'S METHODS. 

Instructions in Singing from Her Not Alto. 

gether an Agreeable Ordeal. 

In the musical world of Europe no teach- 
er stands higher than Mme. March2si, and 
yet a fi-st interview with her is an ordeal 
to be dreaded. She may tell you with al- 
most brutal frankness that your cherished 
vocal proj:cts are thin as air bubbles, and 

that you had better turn your attention to 
cooking. Or, with one unusal gleam of 
her gray eyes and one sudden indrawn 
brzath, making her thin lips still thinner, 
she may tell you that you are destined to 
lift the heart of the world in immortal song 

and wear the laurels of a great lyric career. 
Again she may tell you with the same blunt 

severity that you have no looks at all for 

the stage, and after you have been acc:pt- 

ed as a pupil you are still subjected to her 

merciless severity. 

To ba taught by Mme Marchesi is not to 
have the luxury of an individual lesson, 

an hour's good, cosey, comfortabl: time all 

to yourself. By no means. That is not her 
plan. You are taught in class. You are 

thus introduced at once to an audience. 

You thus have an opportunity of conquer- 

ing stage fright. You are thus submitted 

to the criticism of others. Not only;your 

voice, but your manners, your gait, your 

way of holding your hands are studied. 

From head to foot you are scrutiniz:d. A 

small platform is in the centre of March- 

esi’s salon, where the pupil stands and re- 

cites (or sings) her lesson. The; class sit 

around the room and criticize. The pupil 

has to face not only the class, but the aud- 

iznce includes often the first musician of 

the world. How does a sensitive woman 

bear the gun-fire of Mme. Marchesi’s 

criticism, her ridicule, her sarcasm and 

severity? One day one of the class was 
having her fifteen minutes of lesson bore 
a crowded room. Marchesi was in a sardon- 
ic humor that mornirg. Her remarks were 
brilliant, but more cutting than a Damascus 

blade. The audience felt that a climax was 
coming. It came. The girl's lip began to 

tremble as Marchesi’s commentary sparkled 

and cut and sparkled agaia. Her lip trem- 

blad more and more. The azitation'gained 

upon her whole body, till she shook like a 

willow in the wind. Poor dear! the other 

pupils held their breath. The room was 

silent as a tomb. You could hear Marchesi’s 

watch tick in har pocket. S:ill the’ pupil 

strove to bring out the tone that those se- 

vere lips of Marchesi had commanded. At 

last the voice rollad out. The tone gained 

upon the room. The voice stoppad. 

“You sing like a fool!" literally [hissed 

Marchesi, and the storm broke. 
The girl burst into tears. Her sobs, 

coming upon the silence, were most pain- 
ful. Not one of the pupils dared to rush 
forward with comfort or handkerchief. 
The girl threw the sheet of music on the 
floor and covered her face with her hands. 

ered music, tore it into shreds, tossed it to 

| every part ot the room, and rushed from 

the platform stage. All felt it was over 
w th ber forever, so far as l:ssons with 

| Marchesi were concerned, and more than 

one heart ached for her. 
*Ah, ha!' laughed Marchesi, rising de- 

lightly from the piano, rubbing her hands 
together, and walking, or rather stalking, 
majestically through the room, and up 

| and down, and again seating herself at the 
| pisno. ‘Ah, ah!that girl will sing! She 
| bas the grand fire. She is dramatic. She 
| has the fiie passion of thy devil.” And 
the girl came back the next day and won 
Marchesi's bravos and hanl-clapping. 
Upon another occasion Marchesi sat in 

jadgm nt upon a pupil's hands as she stood 
upon the platform. 

‘Now, doa’t put up your lip like a baby,’ 
she says, ‘if I tell you that I never saw 
sucha booby! You're as awkward asa 
country clown. Look at your hands! 

| 

sides like a jumping jack, waiting to twitch 
on a pole! Mais, voila,” she continued, 
goitening a little; ‘if I do not tell you, ma 
chere, of these things now while you are 
iam; salon, the reporters will do it for 
you later on,—they will say she ‘sings 
divinely but holds her hands like a clown ;’ 
and then you will say ‘why did not Mar- 
chesi tell me how to hold my bands, and 
how to walk and stand in her salon.’ 

Let me show you, clasp your hands in 
front of you, your right over your left, the 
second and fore finger of the right hand 
between the thumb and fore finger of the 
left hand. Bon! Now, see what ease of 
posi ion, what repose it gives to your 
whole figure as you stand there.’ 
To look over the programme for the 

concerts Mme. Marchesi gives from time 
to time is to read a strange collection of 
names. Here are pupils from Japao. 
Here is a name from Norway. Here isa 
lady from Finland. Here are sturdy 
Scotch names. Here are American names 
—girls irom St. Louis, Sin Francisco, the 
M:ine woods, the Galt States. New Z:2a- 
land has representatives on the programme. 
To look over Marchesi's album isto see 
some of the portraits of the world's great 
siagers and their signatures. 

Itching, Burning Skin Diseases Cured for 

35 Cents. 

Dr. Agnew's ointment relieves in one 
day and cures tetter, salt rheum, piles, 
scald bead, eczema, barbers’ itch, ulcers, 
blotches and all eruptions of the skin. It 
is soothing and quieting aid acts like 
magic in the cure of all baby humors; 35 
cents. 

PREVENTION OF HAILSTORMS. 

Success of Aerial Explosions in Swiss Vine- 

yards. 

The American rainmaking experiments 
are sufll siently fresh in the memory to lend 
a peculiar interest to a report recently sub- 
mitted to the state department by the con- 

sul at Zarich regarding a curious practice 
that has grown up among the grape grow" 

ers of certain s2ctions of Austria which is, 

in effact, the exact reverse of the rainmak- 

ing theory. It is none other than the pre. 

vention of storms by aerial explosions. The 
owner of extensive vineyards found that his 
protits were disappearing with the frequent 
destruction of his vines by hailstones. 
These storms are common and severe 
in Austria, especially on the southern 
slopes of the Bacher Mountains, and as the 
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To people whose feet distress them 
Foot Elm offers prompt relief. It 
hardens tender feet, rests tired feet, 
sweetens sweaty feet, soothes aching 
and sore feet, cures ingrowing toe- 
nails and corns, and preserves the 

i shoes. The discomfort produced in 
warm weather by hot, scalded, smell- 
ing feet is entirely removed by Foot 
Elm. 

Price 25¢. a box, by all druggists and shoe dealers, 
or sent by mail on receipt of price by addressing 
Stott & Jury, Bowmanville, Ont. 

Just look at them dangling down at your ! 

soil is peculiarly adapted to th: growth of 

the grape the (uestion arose whether some 

means of preventing the fall of hail could 

not be devised. Tae explosion experiment 

was tried, and tothe cae of the report it 

bad met with unbroken success. The 

method is simple. Oa each of six of the 
most prominent summits surrounding the 
vineyards the owner erected a station, 
built of wood, for th: skelter of a bat- 
t:ry of heavy mortars, ten at each 
station. The neighboriny peasantry, 
themselvas small vineyard owners, have 
been trained to the duties of man- 
ning the batteries, and at the 
slightest sign of tae approach of a 
storm the men assemble and at a given 
signal fire all the mortars simultaneously. 
Each mortar is loaded with about four and 
a balf ounces of powder ; the report makes 
no mention of a projectile. The bombard- 
ment of the clouds is continued until the 
moisture is scattered and the s'orm is pre- 
v:nted. At the first trial ot the system 
last summ >r after a few moments’ firing the 
cloud wall opened up in the form of a 
funnel, the mouth ring in consecutive 
rinzs, gradually expanding until the clouds 
scattered and disappzared. This process 
was accompanied by no hail or even rain. 
Daring the summer the firing wis ugder- 
taken tix times, and always with the same 
vesult. Thus it appears that while man 
may not be able to torce nature to work at 
his bidding h2 may at least compel her te 
remain idle tor a tima. 

BOVRIL 
Is the Product of 

Prime Ox Beef 

BOVRIL 
complete food for Forms a 

Brain, Blood, Bone and Muscle, 

and supersedes all ordinary Meat 

I-xtracts, for flavoring and en- 

riching Soups, Sauces and 

Made Dishes. Sold by all 

first class Grocers and Drug- 

gists, 

WHOLESALE DEPOT 

BOVRIL, Limiten- 

27 St, Peter St., MONTREAL, 
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5 ‘ Beautiful Necks, 
Swope. White Arms and Hands 

DR. CAMPBELL'’S 

Safe Arsenic Complexion Wafers 
ee AND ee 

MEDICATED HRSENIC COMPLEXION SOAP 
Will give You'All These.] 

If you are annoyed with Pimples, Biackheads, 
Freckles, Blotches, Moth, Fiesh Worms, Eczema 
or anv blemish on the skin, get a box of DR. 
CAMPBELL'S WAFERS and a cake of FOULD’'S 
MEDICATED ARSENIC SOAP, the only genu- 
ine beautifiers in the world. 

Wafers by mail 50c. and 1 per box. Six 
large boxes 85, Fould’s Arsenic Soap, 50c¢. 
Address all mail orders to 

H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor, 
144_Yonge Sireet, Toronto, Ont. 

Sold by all druggists in St. John. 

The Canadian Drug Co., Wholesale Agents. 

Miss Jessie Campbell Whitlock, 
TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE, 
ST. STEPHEN, N. B. 

The Loschetizky'” Method’; also ** Synthet 
System,” for beginners. 
Apply at the residence of 

Mz, J. ‘T. WHITLOCK 


