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| Woman and
Her Wo;l;g
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It bas just been discovered that among
the bills passed by the last Massachusetts
Legis!ature was one makiog it a crime to
sell or wear bird’s feathers, so that every
milliner in the commonwealth and nearly
every women is liable to arrest.

Chairman Martin, of the Police Board,
#aid that it would be the duty of the police
to enforce this law, as well as every other
and the wholesale milliners are in. high
dudgeon over the prospective ruin of their
business. . B :

According to the lawyers, 1t makes no
difference in what State the bird wdy
killed.

S> legislation has at last effected what
all the efforts ot the Audubon societies
throughout the United States, all the pro-
tasts through the newspapers, and all the
statistics laboriously collected by enthus-
iastic friends of the birde, for the past ten
years, has failed to bring about. Individ-
ual effort is a fine thing and well-directed,
concerted effort is better, but after all
there is a good deal to be said in favor of
lagislation which seems to carry a weight
with it that sll other methods lack. I
really did not know that there was any
particular agitation going on in the good
old state of Massachusetts. over the bird
qnestion, but then they have a quiet way
of doing things, without talking much, in
some of the New England states that is
very refreshirg, and there is a simple
directness about the course they have

pursued in this case, that is as impressive,
as it is effective.

The new law, about which zo little fuss
was made at the time of its passage that it
has only been discovered recently, is ad-
mirable in its thoroughness, and must have
indeed descended like a bomb, in the
peaceful but blood-stained camp of the
wholesale, and retail milliners, as well as
their amiable and christian customers who
persist, in the face of the tacts which have
been made public, in adorning themselves
with bird’s feathers. But their rage is
fatile, and th2y may as well submit to the
inevitable as gracefully as possible. The
bill had passed and became law before
they knew anything about it or had time
to protest, and it is expressed in such une-
quivocal terms that there is no possibility
of evading it. The selling or wearing of
bird’s festhers is made not even a misde-
meanor—but a crime, and anyons found
wearing & stuff:d bird on her bonnet is
liable to arrest, while the milliner who dis-
plays birds’ wings and plumagze in her win-
dow, is in the same position, as the chair-
man of the police Board seems determined
that his officers shall enforce the latter of
the law. This is as it should be! There

is but one way to put down such abuses, }

and that is by the strong hand of the law,
and our American cousins have set us an
example which we would do well to follow,

and I only wish our own legislature would
do likewise.

There is another subject of a kindred
nature which is really in need of ventila-
tion and ! bave sufficient love for, and faith
in my own s2x to believe that if it were
tairly placed before them in all its hideous
ness, a great majority of them would feel
almost as strongly in the matter as I do
myself. I refer to the seal industry and
the manrer in whtch the beautiful skins
that delight the hearts of women are pro-
cured—at least by the American seal bhunt-
ers. Our own methods are far more
humane, in spite of all the arguments used
by Americans against pelagic sealing. I
have Leen reading the subject up a bit
lately, and thbis is one result of my re-
searches. It is not a pleasant story to tell ;
in fact to me it is sickening in the extreme,
but if we wemen can calmly consent to
wear tur which we know is obtained by
tuch cruelty, and thereby create the de-
mand which cautes it, our nerves are surely
strong enough to stand the recital, and it
may possibly have a salutary effect upon us.

The young seals, the ‘‘bachelors” as
they are called, are teparated from the
main herd when the time for slaughter ar-
rives, and driven out of the sea and over-
land to the “killing grounds”. This pre-
caution is taken lest by any chance the
seal mothers, or the old bulls on whose
existence the increase of seals depends,
should be destroyed, and the next year's
kill be decreased ; humanity bhas nothing to
do with it. Now anyone who has ever look-
ed at a seal knows just what means of over-
land locomotion this poor creature is pro-
vided with! He has not even a solitary
leg, just four flappers almost fins, which are
admirably adapted for progress through
the water, or for flapping lazily about the
shore once in & while when he feels like
a little excursion on land, and can
take his time, but practically useless for a
real land journey; yet the heartless brutes

who control the American seal industry
drive the helpless creature mercilessly over
the ground until the butchering ground is
reached, the victims, utterly unfitted for
such travelling, frequently giving out owing
to the weakness of their backs, and hirnd
flappers, and being obliged to drag their

. lower extremities along by the foreflap-

pers, until they finally fell exhausted, and
the butchers who are driving them, club
the little remaining life out of their poor
bodies. Arrived at the shambles, ace they
fed, and rested, as cittle are, betore being
killed? Ohno, we don’t want their flesh,
it is only their skins we are interested in
to the work begins at once. The brawny
armed executioners are armed with clubs
and as thera is no danger of their exhaust-
ed and defenceless pray escaping them they
can get through alarge amount of work in a
very short time. If your nerves are not
strong ladies, perhaps you bad better lay
the paper down now, foryour feelings may
be slightly harrowed, and it is very dis-
turbing to have ons’s tonderest suscept-
ibilities wounded. ' But this is the method
employed in the first stage of preparation
of your sealskins, the young teals are
clubbed on the head so violently that ‘‘the
crystalline lenses to their eyes, fly out
from the orbital sockets like hailstones.”
Very often one blow fails to'complete the
killing, and the skull is battered in, the
gn'mal crying all the time in a truly
human manner, and his terrified compan-
ions locoking on, and frequently crying and
moaning with terror of the fate which he
knows to well will soon be bhis. Itis a
pretty picture, and I would that women
could be compelled to look on ata few
seal killings! Unless they are as destitute
of ‘‘bowels of compassion” as the butchers
who do the work, I think the s:al trade
would be dozne, asfar as those spectators
were concerned, for I do not think they
could ever look at a piece of sealskin
again without hearing the cries of the
agonized creatures, and seeing the soft
brown appealing eyes bursting from their
sockets. Ourown sealskins are obtained
by more merciful methods, in fact our
skins are obtained by no more objection-
able process than any other fur, the
animals being either sktot with rifle and
ball, or else speared by the Indian hunters
as they lie sleeping on tha surface of the
sea. Our hunting is all done from boats,
and the seals are instantly, and mercifully
killed—if any killing can be called
merciful.

The Americans contend that our methods
tend to the utter destruction of the seals
owing to the impossibility of distinguishing
between the shooting distance, and the
danger of destroying not only bulls, but
seal mothers, and often their unborn pro-
geny ; but this risk is small, the old bull is
scarcely to be mistaken even at long range,
and for their own sake the Canadian sealers
would be likely to use every precaution to
avoid killing the mothers. Even if such
& thing should [happen occssionally, it is
better a thousand times that a few valuable
lives should be sacrificed in the teason than
that Canadians skould be guilty of the
barbarity which the Americans openly
practice, and which they have not even the
grace to be ashamed of, but presume to
contrast with our methods, to our disad-
vantsge.

The problem of carrying the innumer-
able flower and feather trimmed hats with-
out injury to them when one is going away
for the summer, has been solved by that
new invention, the hat trunk; but many
home mothers may feel that, after the nec-
essities are provided for, the money is not
forthcoming for these much-desired
trunks.

A common packing trunk without a tray
may be brought into tervice by providing
it with cushions, thus making a very desir-
able receptacle for holding and transport
trimmed hats and bonnets. The cushions
are supplied by making a required pumb-
er of bags or pockets of drilling, cretonne,
or some thick material and stuffing them
very full of curled bair. Tack these filled
pockets to the inside of the trunk, finish-
ing the edge and covering the nails by
tacking on cotton gimp around each cush-
ion, using upholsterers’ tacks, thus giving
the interior a neater and more finished ap-
pearance.

A smal!l trunk may be made to accomo-
date at least eight hats by putting a cushion
at each end of the trunk, two upon the
bottom, two on the cover, and one upon
each side. Supply each cushion with two
long[hat pins for fastening the hat securely
in place. Such a trunk may be made not
only useful when one is travelling, but also
while ore is at home, particulirly where
closet rcom is much needed, by fitting a
thick pad over the top of the trunk. Cover
this with pretty cretonne and have a pleat-
ed valance that reaches to the floor. Sup-
plied with a couple of sofa pillows, this
piece of furniture will prove desirable and
convenient.

I teel sure this bit of advice will fill, as
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the saying is, a long felt want; for which
of us is without unpleasant memories of the
deadly struggle we went through last sum-
mer in trying to pack our beflowered, and
befeathered hats, when we were getting
ready for our summer’s outing, ard the
utterly demoralized condition in which
those same hats reachedtLeir destination ?
no matter how large the trunk, or how
many modern improvements in the shape ot
hat compartments it might contain, the hats
never seemed to look any better when
their journey was over, and to take a dain-
ty lace or chiffon hat on a journey of any
length was simply to ruin it, no matter
how carefully it was packed. This simple
contrivance so easily made at home, does
away with all ths trouble, and should
make the transportation of hats and bonn-
ets a pleasure instead of a toil.

The plain skirt seems really a thing of the
past, so loaded with trimming are all the
newest dress skirts now. Perhaps it is
chiefly a summer fashion, necessitated by
the popularity of thin materials and that
with the heavy materials of autumn the
plain tailor made skirt will reappear, but I
am really afraid we shall have to go
through an era of elaborate trimmings be-
fore we get back to plainess and simplicity.
Some thick materials are already appearing
in the guise of travelling, and street dress-
es for the early autumn. One model,
which posesses the double merits of being
both serviceable and very stylish, is of
black and white check, the eton jacket
lined and faced with black silk, and worn
over a pleated vest of white grenadine,
which has a cravat of fine white lisse, the
the ends finished with cream colored
lace. A black sailor hat with a
pertectly plain band and bow of white
satin completes the costume.

Charming as the fluffy gown of muslin
and lace is to the eye itis so perishable
fragile and easily soiled that only people
with long purses can afford to indulge in
it except for very best, when it can be
worn with extreme care. DBut the foulard,
or India silk has nearly all the advantage
and none of the drawbacks of the lawn, and
organdie. Indeed it is by lar the most
useful gown of the season filling all de-
msands, and being always ready; itis al-
ways the correct thing, becauseit is dressy
without being either conspicuous or too
fine as a lawn might be on certain occasions
and it affords a wonder{ul license in the
combination of colors which are so daring
this year. One of these dresses is in
bright blue trimmed with quantities of
colored lace and finished at throat and
waist with bright green ribbons ; under the
falls of lace there are gleams of dark
red, and as the skirt flies out, it shows the
lining of dark red silk. Another very
stylish combination of color is blue and
violet but unless the proper thades are
selected and the harmony is perfect, the
result is likely to be disastrous. Very
narrow silk fringe, cometimes slightly
curled, is used to trim a great many
of these light quality silks; and one in
brown and ecru is trimmed with narrow
brown fringe on the edge of little rufilzs
which are lined with bright red. The
bodice has a deep fall of broader fringe
falling from a yoke of Irish lace over the
red silk, and the waist is finished with a
sash of red chiffon fringed at the ends.

The jaunty little bolero jackets are still
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holding their place in general favor, and '
much of the trimming on dresses is put on
in imitation of them, wh2n the actual
jacket is not used.

The fashions seem all for slender people
now a-days as the full waists wide folded
belts, and profusion of puffs and frills
make a slender figure look plump and
round, but they are most trying to those
whose charmsare of more solid description.
The full bodice for instance, with its
multitude of tucks and frills all running
aroutd the figure, is an ut'er impossibility
for the woman to wkom nature has been
generous, as the horizontal trimming is
likely to give her the appearance of a
much hooped barrel. The best she can do,
if she wishes to keep in the fashion with-
out makicg herself look ridiculous, is to
adopt the plain full muslin tkirt gored to
the figure in front and trimmed with rufiles
at the foot, but not extending to> far up
the skirt, and the simple full bodice shirred
on a round yske, but neither ‘‘pouched”
over tke belt, nor ornamented with tucks
or horizon‘al trimmings of any kind. The
yoke may be as elaborate as possible, and
tiny frills of narrow lace may be sewed up
and down, at intervals. Such a dress may
be worn by a womsn who weighs a
hundred and filty pounds, provided her
figure be reasonably good, without adding
to her apparent size in any way.

Soms of the newer bodices show decided
eccentricities in cut, many of tham being
cut up at each side to show tha silk liaing
beneath, while others are slasted up all
around the figure, for the same purpose,
making the whole waist look like a ruc-
cession of straps. The effect is very
striking and pretty, if well done, but it is
needless to say that the band of a very
skiful dressmaker is required in order to
make such a bodice a success.

Topeka has th3 distinction of beiog the
home of the oniy colored female lawyer on
earth. Her name is Edna Lytle daughter
of J. R. Lyt'e a colored barber. Miss
Lytle graduated recently from the law de-
partment of the colored university at Nash-
ville. Ske is a very bright young woman

and headed the class. She will return
home next week and will then prepare for
a lecture tour of six months. She pro-
poses to make enough money lecturing to
fit upa law office with a library and
furnitu-e. Next year she expects to enter

the practice of law in Topeka.
ASTRA.

OCHRISTMAS LEGEND.

A Beau'itul Legend of the Indlans of
North America.

Howison’s ‘Upper Canada,’ published in
the early part of the century, contains re-
ference to a belief among the North
American Indians, which is strangely simi-
lar to one of our Christian legends. We
all know that the cattle, on Christmas
night are said to kneel in their stalls, but
we are not alone in that fancy. This tra-
veler says:

When it was midnight, I walked out and
strolled in the woods near the house. The

moon had risen, and poured a floed of light
on the silent world below. The motionless
trees stretched their boughs toward a
cloudless sky, and the rustling of a wither-
ed leaf or the distant howl ot a wolf alone
broke upon my ear.

I was suddenly roused from a delicious
reverie by observing a dark objsct moving
slowly and cautiously among the trees. At
first I fancied it was a bear; but a nearer
inspection discovered an Indian on all fours.

For a moment I felt unwilling to throw
myself in bis way, lest he should be medi-
tating some sinster design against me.
However, on his waving his hand, and put-
ting his finger on his lip, [ approached him,
and iequired what he did there.

‘Me watch to sese the deer kneel,’ reylied
he. “This is Christmas night, and all ths
deer fall on th:ir knees to the Great Spirit
and look up "

The Modern Dramatie Critie.

First Nighter—The man who writes the
dramatic criticisms for your paper does not
know a good play from a bad one.

Editor—I know it, but what can we do ?
He is the only man on the staft who is tall
enough to see over the bonnets.—Tid Bits.

Alcoholism.

THE LIQUOR HABIT.

A New Method of Curing the Liquor Crave
by Means of a Simple Vegetable Medicine
Taken in the Ordinary Way, no Minerals
or Injections being Used, and which is
now being Successfully Demonstrated in
Montreal. il

Read the following:
MONTREAL, July 14th, 1897,
Mr. A. Hutton Dixon.
DEAR S1B.=—

Since using your treatment all desire for 1 quor
has gone. [ have now not the least crave. I was
run down so that my family were in despair of me.
I had often tried hard to stop drinking of my own
accord, but could not do it. 1thoughtI could never
get over the crave for liquor. But when I took
your treatment I was the most surprised man you
ever saw. KEven with all your strong tes:timonials
and all I was to.d by friends about your cure I
could not believe it possible that anything could
have the power to ¢fiect such a change in me as it
has done. I now feel justas I did when I was a
boy. And the change in my home is worth ten
years of my lite. Instead of heart-breken aand
anxious faces there are now smiles and gladness.
I tell you no pen caAn paint tie picture so as to
show the diff :rence.

I know there are hundreds of victims who want
to stop drinking and who have squarely tried many
times, as I did, without success. To all such [
would say, **Use the Dixon Cure,"” for it is only by
using it raithfully that anyone can be made to
believe what wonderful good it will do. I or any
of my tamu{vwill be glad to answer any interested
irquirers. ishing you God-speed in your good
work.

Yours very truly,

Rev, Father Strubbe,

Vicar of 8t. Ann's, vouches forthe above.

I have been acquainted with the case described
in the foregoing letter and I tesjify sincerely to the

contents.
E, SrrusBg, C. S3. R. %
A - —

Mr. Dixon has been called to Montreal by a phil-
anthropist who has watched the results of his cure,
to treat a number of cases hére. He will be here
for a short time and has offizes at 40 Park Avenue.
He will jbe pleased to receive, tocall upon by ap-
pointment, or to mail full particulsrs, on application
to any who are interested. Letters addressed Mr.
A. Hurrox Dix)N, No 40 PARK AvVENUE, MoONT-
REAL, will receive prompt attention and be treated
in strict confidence, and results are guaranteed.

A Congressman's Horseshoes.

Congraesman Russell, of Connecticut,
has sometbing lik3 a bushel of horse-
shoes which he has picked up. Six or
eight fine specimens ornament or disfigure
bis apartments at the Hamilton in Wash-
ington, and the remainder of the bushel,
except a few, are storadin an old box at
his home 1n Killingly. The few which are
especially reserved rom the collection in
the box are hanging on the port waist oar
which Russell used to pull a winning stroke
with in the old six-oaraed crew of Yale Col-
lege in '73.

The Outward
Sign of
Inward Health.

A CLEAR COMPLEXION

Beautiful Necks,
White Arms and Hands
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MEDIGATED ARSENIC COPMPLEXION SOAP

Will give You'All These.3

If you are annoyed with Pimples, Biackheads,
Freckles, Blotches, Moth, Flesh Worms, Eczema3
or anyv blemish on the skin, get a box of DR.
CAMPBELL’S WAFERS and a cake of FOULD’S
MEDICATED ARSENIC SOAP, the only genue
ine beautifiers in the world.

Wafers by mail 50c¢. and €1 per box., Six
large boxes 85, Fould’s Arsenic Soap, 50c¢:
Address all mail orders to

H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor,
144 _Yonge Stireet, Toronto, Ont.

Sold by all druggists in St. John.
The Canadian;Drug Co., Wholesale Agents,

Miss Jessie Campbell Whitlock,

TEACHER OF PIANOFORTE.

ST. STEPHEN, N. B.

The* Leschetizky" Method’; also ** Synthes
System,” for beginners.
Apply at the residence of

M-.J. :Tu WE ITLOCK
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