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Woman and
Her Work

0000000

Christmas will be herein such a short
tim2 that I question very much whether
many of us have our preparatiuns for that
festive season in as forward a condition as
we would like. Christmas never fails to
take us by surprise, and this year the aut-
umn has lingered so long with us, that it is
impossible to realizs the nearness of the
great feast, but before we are halt ready
it will be here. I suppose the year never
passes that we do not make valiant resolu-
tions never to be caught this way ag ain,
but to start our presents not later than
October, and be able when Christmas
week arrives, to fold our hands in elegant
leisure and contemplate with a quiet mind
the result of our industry, sately stored
away in the lower drawer of ths spare bed-
room bureau’ all ready to be tied up into
n3at parcels ani sent away to the fortu-
nate people they are intended for. And—
if Imay judge by my own experience,
Christmas almost invariably finds us in the
same predicamnt when next year arrives.
It is really so hard to get Christmas pres-
ents for one’s friends, so diflizult to fiad
things which will really be of sone use or
pleasure to them, and still be within our
means. I know I see scores of things that
are just exactly what I want to give my
friends every Christmas, but they so sel-
dom conform to the exigencies of
my pocket that I dare not give
them a second thouzht, while al]
the articles within my reach ssem
either of inferior q1ality, or doubstu! util-
ty, s0 I am torn by conflicting emotions
ani in a state of chroaic indecision uatil
the fes'ive season is tairly over.

Itis comparatively easy to provide gifts
for one's female friends and relatives but
it is our mile belongings that cause us
heartburnings at this season ; what to give
a man—*“‘ay, there’s the rub.” If he smokes
one naturally thinks of a tobacco pouch,
since they are always wearing out, and a
new one is acceptable at any time. Some
loving, but ignorant wives and sweethearts
even go the length of thinking that a pipe
may safely ac:ompany the pouch since
msan always seem to need as great a variety
of pipes as of boots, but here these dear
innocents make a great mistake since no
woman ever yet chose a pipe to suit a man,
any more thin she ever chose a box of
cigars that he could smoke. There are
just a few things in which we have been
tried and found utterly wanting by the sex
which worships us, and the ability to cater
for a smoker’s tastes is one of them.

Somzhow a man is always more pleased
at receiving the most trifling bit of her own
handwork from a woman he cares for, than
the costliest gitt sh3 could purchase for him ;
the t honght that it was his from the first
stitch she took in it, that she must have
had him in her thoughts all the tim2 she
was working is as flattering as it is delight-
ful, and the feeling seems to last as long as
the article itselt. It is always safe to give
a man a pair of worked slippers; Ijhave
yet to meet one who did not consider them
them th: acme of luxury, and
far more comfortable than any slipe
per that can be bought;and besides
that the man can never be made to
realize ‘hat the giver his not worked all
the gorgeous flowers or intricate designs
herself, so he regards the result as a
triumph of genius and is delighted accord-
ingly. If you do not feel like having the
slippers made it will not make the least
difference to him, he will take them prond-
ly to his bootmaker, only too glad to bave
such trophies to display, and cheerfully
pay whatever that worthy may choose to
ask for putting them in wearable shape.
Of course it is much nicer to send them
already made up, since one would natur-
ally shrink from giving a friend a gift
which would entail expense upon him, but
it is quite a common practice to give both
vest and slippers in their crude state.

I don’t know that.I would recommend
any woman to waste her time in working
neckties for ber male friends, such very
beautiful and fashionable ties can be bough!

THE LIQUOR HABIT—
ALCOHOLISM.

I guarantee to every victim ef the
liquor habit, no matter how bad the case,
that when my new vegetable medicine is
taken as directed, all desire for liquor is
removed within three days, and a per-
manent cure effected in three weeks,
failing which I will make no charge.
The medicine is taken privately, and
without interfering with business duties.
Immediate results—normal appetite, sleep

and clear brain, and health improved in
every way. Indisputable testimony sent

«sealed : I invite strict investigation.

A. Hutton Dixon,
No, 40 Park Avenue, Montreal, Que

8o cheaply that I often feel one is really
condemning & man to martyrdom in ex-
pecting him to wear our crude efforts in
that line ; it is really much better to spend
the money tha tie would call for in some
good double berlin and crochet him a
tam o'shanter in his chosen colors, for of
course he balongs to a curling club, every-
one does now. A crochetted, or as he will
call it a “‘knitted” vest is always an ap-
propriate and very handsome present for a
man but then it is not only expensive but
calls for a greater expenditure of time and
real manual labor than most of uscan
spare. A really useful as well as a pretty
present for & man friend is a muffler or
neck scart made of fine black silk in one
of the close soft weaves that are like pongee
except for a fine twill. Such mufflers are
made the full width of the silk which is
hemmed on the edges the ends being finish-
ed with a two inch hem-stitched hem. A
yard and a half of silk issuflicient for a
full sized scarf, and it is most comfortable
as a protection from the bitter winds of
winter when folded inside the storm collar
of ulster or overcoat.

After these useful things comes the in-
evitable handkerchief any necktie sachets
which we are fain to fail back upon when
we cannot think of anything else, the photo
frame, the bandkerchiefs worked with his
initial, which are always appropriate and
always gratefully received ; the csrd case,
and the cushion for his armchair or sofa.
There is not much use in working an ela-
borate pincushion for a man because he
simply has no use for it, I don’t believe I
ever knew a man who really used a pin-
cushiun ! he generally slips it into his top
drawer and resorts to the old conven-
ient plan of scattering the pins broad-
cast over his bureau, where he can find
them easily even in the dark. To the wo-
man, on the other hand, a pincushion is al-
ways & welcome gift, provided it is suffi-
ciently pretty to have an excuse for exist-
ing, or original enough to make its ugli-
ness pardonable.

Some ot the newest fancies in pin-
cushions this year are really worth de-
scriping. Oneis composed three cat-tails
tied together with green satin ribbon ; the
cat tails are of course not real but made of
brown jersey clo.h in the exact shade of tke
real article, and they are equally accurate
copies in sizs and shape, being stuffed with
lamb’s wool,—cotton woolis always a mis-
take, as the pins refuse to penetrate it —
and ths pins stuck into the wadding. These
pincushions are put together by mounting
the little rolls which represent the tails, on
stiff round sticks wound with dull gre:n
ribbon, they are then firmly fastened so
they will stand up like a miniature five
o’clock table, and the fastenings concealed
by th2 bow of green satin ribbon already
mentioned.

Curiously the glass of fashion is inclined
to reflact home made presents this year,
and the very latest wrinkle is to make your
Christmis presents yourself. Ths home-
made card case is a fitting example of this
fad, and it you are neat, and clever enough
to make a card case for one of your girl
friends, you may be sure she will
appreciate it thoroughly. The task is not
really difficult requiring more neatness than
skill, and 1f a piece of genuine old fashion-
ed brocade is attainable, it is the very thing
you want. No stiffening is usad in these
card cases the object being to have them as
soft and pliable as possible so they cin be
tucked into the muff, or the shallow pocket
that ornaments this season’s jicket. If the
brocade is impossible to get, the next best
thing is the real French upholstery silk
which is brought out in all the conventional
designs. I do not think I could possibly
give more explicit directions for making,
than to advise anyone undertaking the feat,
to spread out her own leather cird case
upon the table, and copy it as exactly as
possible in the silk. If the material is to>
thick to make seams practicable the back
and pockets may be neatly basted togather,
and then bound with narrow satin ribbon
the binding being machine stitched an,
which not only holds it more firmly, but
gives it a very workman like appearance
when it is finished.

If you are at a loss what to give your
friend, decide on a bag, for this is essenti-
ally the year of bags of every kind and
description. I heard of one lady who had
actually made thirty bags for her list of
Christmas presents ; there are work bags,
scrap bags, duster bags, skate bags fan
and elipper bags, laundry bags, and work
bags. All ot these except of course
laundry, scrap, and dusting bags, are
now made with an oval shaped stiff bot-
tom, and sometimes the work bags have
a nice frame, covered with chenille to
keep them in place. Some of the work
bags are lovely, positive works of art, and
they should b2 indeed a !oy to those who
receive them. One, of stiff brocade, in
imitation of the real old brocade, had
pink flowers on an ivory ground. It was
gathered very full on the stiff oval bottom,
and the wire framing which held the ful-
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should have among her assortment of footwear
a pair of good heavy solid laced boots for fall
We have a number of these

— 53 lines now in stock at $1.75, and $2.00 per pair.—

and winter wear.

They are warm and
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of year.—Worth while trying a pair.
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ness above was bound with rose colored
chenille. A roie colored cord drew it
together, and inside were little compart-
ments for scissors, thimble, bodkin, needles
emery, etc. Of [course this was a real
handsome bag, and there are gnite as many
made up in simpler materials. Laundry
and duster bags are made of thick drilling
which is manutactured for the purpose and
comes in all colors, ready stamped for
working. Gro'esque figures of clowns
and ballot dancers, harlequins and brownics
are the favorites, jand the quainter and
odder they are the better. Thess figures
are to be outlined in a coarse stitch which
seems to be fashionable now, as it is seen
onsilk ard satin cushions, as well as on
laundry bags. A very attractive little
Christmas present is a set of cuff and collar
stud boxes, covered with embroidered
linen, which is to be found in all the lar-
ger shops now, ready for working. The
boxes are of cardboard, and the oblong
piece of linen for the top is stamped with
an appropriate motto, to be be worked in
floss silk, when made up ths boxes are
frilled around with lace headed with lace
insertion. A ring box and hairpin holder
can be got to accompany the stui box,
and the three make a pretty and useful
present for any woman.

This is a charming little story, and if
there was only a little more deception of
that kind in the world, it would be a pleas-
anter place to live in. I really feel that I
should enjoy giving that usher a good
platonie hug.

“It was at one of the musicales which
the most fashionable singing teachers in
town now give to their pupils that the fol-
lowing incident occurred. These mnsicales
are supposed to give the parents of the
pupils a chance to judge of their progress
and to accustom the pupils to sing in pub-
lic Of course these concerts are strictly
invitation affairs, just one may send flowers
to show his appeciation of the honor of be-
ing among the favored ones bidden, and it
is usual after each song for the ushers,
chosen from among the guests, to struggle
up to the stage laden with exquisite bou-

Two of a Kind.

Blenheim People talk for the Public
Good on an Interesting Subject.

Our representative interviewed Mr. J.
Holland, the popular shoemaker, Talbos
St., with the following results. Said Mr.
Holland :

“ Speaking of myself I have had severe
pains in the small of my back, in both
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sides and between my shoulders for over
seven years and I was also troubled with
urinary difficulties, dizziness, pain in the
head, etc., so much so that I could get but
little sleep, and frequently got up as tired
as when I went to bed, and feeling totally
unfit for work.

“I got a box of Doan’s Kidney Pills and
they have cured me of all my kidney
troubles. They have taken away the tired
feeling, built up my system, and made me
feel like a new man.

“My son James, now 13 years of age,
was attacked four years ago by malaria,
which left him with severe pain in the
back and weakness of the kidneys. He
has been troubled in that way ever since,
and until he took Doan’s Kidney Pills
could get no relief, but they have cured him
entirely.

“ 1t 1s no wonder that I speak highly of
these remarkable Elills, for they are un-
doubtedly the best kidney cure in the world,

seeing that they cured both myself and son
in such a short time.” =~ 291
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~=z \ The Patent Felt Mattress, $15.00

is equal to the best £40.00 Hair Mattress in cleanliness,

durability and comfort. The best homes and thou.
sands of institutions in the United States have adopted
the felt mattress in preference to hair on account of it

being more sanitary, verminproof, more durable as it
neverlosesits shape, packs, or gclsfumpy ;and cheaper.

If you wish to try one write us the exact size

of your bed (inside measure), and the name of
your furniture dealer; and the mattress will be
delivered at your door free of transportation
charge and if not satistactory ih every respect
at the end of thirty days free trial, we shall

refund your money,

A

or any wholesale Dry Goods House in Canada.

THE ALASKA FEATHER & DOWN COMPANY, Limited, 290 Guy St., Montreal, Que.
Samples at Mr. W. A. Cookson’s St. John.

of society throughout the world.

argeboxes, $5. Soap, 50c.

SoLD BY ALL DRUGEIsSTS IN CANADA.

ONE BOX of Dr. Campbell’s Safe Arsenic Co
Arsenic Soap, will restore the face to the smoothest an
Dr. Campbell’s Wafers and Fould’s Arsenic Soap are guaranteed per=
fectly harmless and not deleterious to the most tender skin.

BEWARE OF WORTHLESS COUNTERFEITS,
Address all mail orders to

A Fair and Beautiful Complexion

Pimples, Freckles, Blotches, Blackheads, Redness,

And all other Skin Eruptions, vanish by the use of

campbei's SAFE ARSENIC COMPLEXION WAFERS

. 'And FOULD’S. LA R L] .'

MEDICATED ARSENIC COMPLEXION SOAP.

m:lexion Wafers, if nsed in conjanction with Fould

fairest Maidenly Loveliness. Used by the cream

Wafers by mail 50c. and $1 per box; six

i H. B. FOULD, Sole Proprietor, 144 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont.}
THE CANADIAN DRUG CO,, Wholesale Agents.
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quets for for the lucky damsel;who has just
done up the aria or ballad that was down
for.

As the famous teach:rs) rarely give les-
sons for nothing, most of the students are
well to do, as their gowns_and Ithe gorge-
ousness_of the flowers sent them proclaim ;
but their are exceptions. It}was the ex-
cepticn that caused the incident.

Fifteentof the twenty girl students nam-
ed on the programme had] already sung
with more or less success, some so fright-
ened that their voices seem2d far away,
some with taste and purity of tone. There
bad been duets, trios, glees, and many sol-
os, principally love songs, which these am-
bitious maidens sang with much fervor for
art, but little for love. §The gold and
white concert room was more picturesque
than usual, with the'girls, mostly in fluffy
white, seated in a half circle on the stage,
the flowers heaped up along the foot~
lights.

It was the moment for the little except-
ion to sing. She was from the South.
Her brother. the only one ot kith or kin to
her n New York, sat well back, inan
agony of nervousness for fear of her break-
ing down, and with an aching heart on
account of the certainty that she was the
only one of all to take part that fdid not
have a bunch of flowers waiting to add
their swzetness to her success. In his mis-
ery he positively scowled at a charming
girl on the stage, a contraito, who had just
received much honest applause and at least
a doz:m superb bunches of American
Beauties. His siiter. the little exception,
was about to begin, however, and he fas-
tened his eyes upon her.

She was very small, thin and dark, and
there was something about her frock that
was not right, but at the first note of the
accompaniment a change came over her,
her eyes grew wide and luminous, and the
little face was transfigured. Clear, limpid,
with the flexibility of a Melba, the young
voice rippled out. When she began there
was only her brother in the audiencs that
cared ; the momentjafter they were all her
friends. As she finished, her hands, which
she bad held tightly clasped, dropped
limply at her side, and a great storm of
applause burst from the house. She gave
a quaint little bow and looked over to her
teacher. Then she went back to ber seat;
but the applause kept on and on, and she
got up again to bow, while an usher came
rushing down the aisle with a’ huge bunch
ot roses and lilies. When she took it no-
body could doubt the happiness her success
bad brought her. It positively radiated
from her, and they all apnlauded still more.

When the concert was over many people

crowded up to be introduced to her. Her
brother stood near, no longer scowling.
“Why did you send me such superb

flowers, Dick ?' shell whispered, ‘‘Yoa
know you conldn’t afford]it.’
“I didn’t send them,’ said Dick. ‘Isn’t

there a card ?’

The happy little exception shook her head
and was introduced to someone else.

At a short distance the girl of the many
roses was talking to a group of friends ; but
she said good night as soon as she could.

“] am s> tired,” she murmured to her
father. ‘Let us get away.”

““This is Miss B , I think,” he said.

““Yes,” she answered wearily.

He handed her the card.

“‘This came with some_flowers,” he said
apologetically, ‘‘that arrived for you after
you bad sung, and there was no chance to
take them up to you.”

She tore open the envelopc’ and looked
at the card. The weariness went out of her
facz on the instant and she glanced up,
smiling.

““Where are the flowers ?” she asked.

The usher hesitated.

“I am very sorry,” he murmured, ‘‘but
they seem to have been given to the little
girl with the big voice who hadn’tany,”

She looked at him [keenly and then
laughed.

‘At least you had conscience enough to
save the card for me,”, she said softly.
*‘Good;night, Mr. Paul Jones.”

‘Then,’ said the usher "as he told [the
story afterward, ‘for once I said the sort of
thing I usually think of the [next day. ‘I
suppose,’ 1 answered, ‘you mean to call
me a highwayman of jthe high Cs.’

‘Just exactly,’ ehe said her eyes dancing,

‘But you are wronging Mr. Jones,’ I
went on, wanting to keep her & momert
more. ‘He wasno pirate, but a gentleman
with a Government commission and tamous
in poetry as the ‘knight errant of ocean.”
I am sure that you did not mean to pay me
a compliment.

said, avoiding my question.

‘Have I your forgiveness ' I asked.

‘She flashed her eyes at me and murmur<+
ed ‘Yes,’ as she turned Jaway, which was
very good ot her, ended the usher, ‘tor
I’ll bet a hat those flowers were from her

best young man. & /.o ASTRA.
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feet. . Foot Elm will
HObble give you foot comfort.
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‘I humbly beg Mr. Jones' pardon,” sheg "
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