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IN MUSIOAL CIROLES. 

In the coming tour to Canada Lieut. 
Dan Godfrey numbers in his military band 
many of the foremost soloists in Great 
Britain. His forty men are chosen trom 
the leading musicians who have served in 
the Guards and most of them wear medals 
for bravery shown on the ficld of action 
His bassoonist, Philip Langdale is the 
best bassoon player and has been with 
Godfrey for a number of years in the 
Grenadier Guards. He gave up a most 
lucrative engagement at the Royal Italian 
Opera Covent Garden so as to go on the 
Canadian tour. The Saxophone player 
E. Mills of the Coldstream Guards is the 
most talented man with this instrument 
in Great Britain. The coroetist F. L. 
Kettlewell is a comrade of Dan Godtrey 
of very many years standing and is one of 
the first three cornet players in England. 

The Sympani player E. Bolton of the Life 
Guards stands six feet tour and is the 
champion lightning man with the drum 
sticks in the army and plays a drum sclo. 
He wears a medal for bravery shown with 

Lord Roverts in the Kbyber Pass. The 
solos are among the distinctive features of 

the programme and though Sousa and the 
American band are well up to date, Dan 
Godfrey in the production of popular 
effects can show the way to all the other 

bandmsters. 

Toneg and Undertones, 

Fifty-three operas were performed at 
the Berlin Hoftheatre last year. As usual, 

Wagner heads the list with fitty-one per- 

formances of ten works, and then come in 
succession Lortzing, Meyerbeer, Mozart, 

Beset, Leoncavallo, Thomas, Weber,Gol1- 

mark, and Verdi. Mascagni headed the 

list a few years ago. 

A new composer, who is regarded in 

Italy as likely to continue the tradition of 

the great Venetian School of Sacred Music, 

is Rev. Maestro Parresi, who made a suc- 
cess at Milan last year with his oratorio of 

The Passion, and bas recently given The 
Transfiguration, in Venice. Verdi has 
heard some of the music, and sent the 
young compos:r a warm letter of congrat- 

ulation. 

Paceini, who will shortly raturn to Paris 
to conduct the rehearsal of Boheme, which 

is to be sung at the Opera Comique, has 
tried to persuade Calve to create the lead- 
ing role in La Tosca. She is also m:n- 
tioned for the leadiog in the revival of 
Gluck’s Armida, which will be produced at 

the Opera during the summer of 1900 as 
the especial feature of the exposition year 

at a cost, it is said, ot $60,000. 

Albani is having great success in Awut- 

tralia. 

The Paris Grand Opera is to have an 

elevator for the use of its subscribers in 

the galleries. 

The impressario Schurman, who came 

to America with Eleonora Dauase, has 
petitioned the municipal au horities of 

Paris for permission to open the Chatelet 
theatre as an international opera house, 
in which the works of composers from all 

countries may be introduced to the French 
public. He promises to produze a ‘er 
tain number of new operas every year, 

and one-third of those are to be by French. 
He has asked no subvention, and merely 
wants the opera house free of rent and 

exempt from all taxation. One object 
of his enterprise is to enable Parisians 

to hear the great singers of the 
day. The prices paid at the opera, as 
well as at the Opera Bonique, are so low 
that it is impossible to obtain the eminent 
singers who can tind engagments in this 
country, Russia, or South America. Not 

only new operas, but famous sing.rs as 
well. will be presented atthe theatre if 
Mr. Schurman gets it. 

A daughter of Mark Twain is now 

studying music in Vienna. Miss Clemens 
was originally intended to be a pianist, 
but has developed a remarkable voice. 

Marcella Sembrich has been singing in 

Germany to larger audiences than she 

ever drew before, and in Berlin, where 
she is a particular favorite, there is a de- 
mand for further concert appearance 
previous to her engagement at the Royal 
Opera. 

Walter Damrosch bas notified the com- 

mittee of guarantors of the New York 
enterprise of grand opera that the report 

of his retirement from public life had no 
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FACE HUMORS filiinz, Hair and Baby Blem- 

reference to the opera season, but th.t he 
would conduct and rehearse all the German 
operas as usual. As to the artists, Mr. 

Damrosch stated that it is a little early yet 
to speak, as the contracts had not all been 

closed. However, it is settled that Melba, 

Ternina, and Gadski will head the com- 

pany. Artist Kraus will return, and negotia- 
tions are nearly completed with a very 
celebrated French tenor. 

Mme. Bloomfi:ld-Ziesler, of Chicago, 

who will make her London debutat the 

Philharmonic on Thursday, will two days 

‘later give the first series of piaroforte 
recitals. 

Jean de Reszke, it is rumored, will be 

no longer a Faust or a Romeo to his 
admirers in America, having determined 

to resign these familiar roles to Saglinac 
and devote himselt to Wagnerian special- 
ties. 

TALK OF THE THERATRRE. 

The Maud Hillman Company have 
occupied thé stage at the Opera house 
during the week, and bave given excellent 
satisfaction to the large audiences that 
have attended. They gave an especially 
good performance of the ‘Fire Patrol,” on 

Tuesday evening, and have since produced 

“‘Special Delivery,” “The Cuban Spy,” 
“East Lynne,” etc. The company is 
especially strong in specialties, even the 
star contributing to this end of the enter- 

tainment. Miss Hillman bas received 
splendid support from Mr. J. M. Donovan 
Mr. Robinson, Mr. Deacon and others, 

while Jere McAuliffe the “Singing” com- 
.edian bas added not a little to the pleasure 

of the patrons by hs inimitable pleasant- 
ries and funny work. Taken all in all the 

company are above the average, and have 

received splendid patronage. 

Herr Max Alvary a year or so ago bad 
a fall on the stage at Mannheim, during a 
rehearsal at Seigfried, and he claimed that 
the accident, which prevented him from 

following his profession for some time, was 

due to tha carelessness of a machinest. 
The authorities of the Mannheim Opera 

House disclaimed responsibility, but the 

Supreme Court at Leipsic has jost decided 
in favor of the tenor, and has awarded him 

$6,000 damages. This, it is said, is the 

largest sum tbat an artist bas ever recover- 

ed for a stage accident in Germany. 
Signore Duse has decided not to try to 

play in French at the celebration in Paris 
of the younger Dumas. She rightly de- 

clared that she could not do herself justice 
it she thcught in Italian and spoke in 

French, which she said she would inevit- 
ably do throughout the whole of the per- 
formance. It was probably a wise deci- 
sion, for the French are not charitable as 

to the attempts of foreigners to speak their 
language, and have never been trained to 
the meekness which characterizes Ameri- 

can audiences, accustomed to all eorts of 
dialects and mispronunciations. To a 

parisian a wrong accent of a mispronounc- 
ed word is as painful as a false note 1s to a 
musician. 

Not only has Sarah Bernhardt complete- 
ly recovered from the effects of the opera- 
tion which she racently underwent in the 
private hospital of Dr. Pozzi, near the Arc 

de Triomphe, but Parisian rumor has it 
that during the last six weeks she has 
grown excessively fleshy. She is now at 

her hotel in the Boulevard Peroire, re- 
hearsing a new play which she will pro- 
duce next week at the Renaissance. 

Robinson Crusoe’s Island is Ludwig 
Fulda’s latest comedy. 

Quo Vadis is being dramatized by 
Brandon Hurst. 

Henry Irving has deciied not to make 
the American tour next season. He will 
bold his own in London against Beerbohm 
Tree. He has made arrangements to have 
Forbes Robertson conduct another season 
in the Lyceum, while he himself makes a 

brief tour ot the English provinces, begin- 

ning in September. 

Negotiations are on foot by which An- 

thony Hope and Edward Rose will drama- 
tize Hope's latest novel, Simon Dale. 

eT Te i A EC Te ET 

Next season Grace Filkins and Mary 
Hampton will blossom out as stars. Next! 

Julia Arthur is rapidly recovering from 
her severe illness. She starts her next tour 

in October. 

Sol Smith Russell is one of the richest 

actors in the world. He is worth a millio 

and a half dollars. : 

Manager Pitou’s Cherry Pickers com- 
pany bas made $22 000 since starting out 
in September last. 

Amelia Bingham has the distinction. of 
baving played in New Ycrk an entire year 
without a break. 

Otis Sknner has been engaged for the 
part of Captain Absolute in The Rivals, 
which Joseph Jefferson revives next sea- 
son. 

"My Friend From India and The Man 

From Mexico have made between $70,000 

and $80,000 this season. Smyth and Rice 
have no reason to find tault with the hard 

times in theatrical business. 

Mr. Beerbohm Tree is to respond to the 
toast of the drama at the Royal Academy 
banquet this year. This is a veritable dis- 
tinction, of which the explanation, prob- 
ably, is not who ly disconnected from the 
part which Mr. Alma Tadema had in the 
elaborate production ot Jalius Carar at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre. 

The Swashbuckler, the new costume play 
which Mr. Louis N. Parker has written 
for Mr. 1. S. Willard, and which may be 

played first in America, isa comedy in 

three acts, and is, in parts, romewhat far- 
cical in character. The period is that of 
the Thirty Years’ War. Toe scene is laid 
in Alsace. - The Swashbuckler is a ne’er- 
do-well, who is disinherited, becomes a 

soldier of fortune, and offers himself to the 

highest bidder His uncle dying, bequeaths 
a castle to him, on the condition that he 

should reach it before his cousin, Ross- 

mund. On the way thither he meets his 
fair rival, allows her to ride on his own 

mule, and, in the end, lets her slip into the 

castle before him. The outcome of such a 
plot may be imagined. 

*‘Margarget Mather died a poor women. 

She 1:ft nothing but debts and the scenery 
in the production of Shakespeare's 
*Cymbeline,’ say her leg:l adviser. 

E. S. Williard is recovering from his 
illness and will be brought from Chicago 

to Lakewood in a few days and rest there 
for awhile before returning to England. 

The first American actress to be elected 
governor ie Miss Ada Rehan, who has been 
chosen permanent governor of the Shake: 

speare memorial society at Stratford-on- 
Avon in England. 

Vesta Tilley bas purchased the English 
rights to the “The Devil's Auction,” A 

Bachelor's Honeymoon,” and ‘A Tarry- 

town Widow.” She ssiled for J.ondon 

last week, but will return to America in 

the fall. 

Blanche Walsh and Annie Ward Tiffany 
have been engaged for Carl Haswin's re 
vive] of ‘Little Lord Fauntelroy.’ 

Julia Arthur will begin her next season 
at Detroit on Oct. 3, where she made her 

stellar debut in ‘A Lady of Quality.’ 

Charles Coghlan will pass the summer at 

Prince Edward Island where he will put the 
finishing touches to his new play. 

Miss Lettice Fairfax the English actress 

who was brought over from London this 
season by Augustin Daly, will join Richard 
Mansfield as his leading woman m ‘The 
First Violin’ at the Garden theatre, New 
York. 

Sol Smith Russell bas leased Marie Bur- 
roughs residence at Martha’s Vineyard and 

will spend the summer on the Massa- 
chusetts coast, which means that Joseph 
Jefterson, W. H. Crane and Mr. Russell 
will make up a jolly summer party. 

‘The Adventure of Lady Ursula’ is soon 
to be brought out in London. 

The metaphysical society drama ‘Truth’ 
at the Park was unique to say the least. 

‘The Belle of New York’ is going to 
Australia at the close of its present London 
season, it is said. 

Grace Mae Lambkin has succeeded Isa- 
bel Evesson in the leading role of ‘A 

Southern Romance.’ 

Mabel Amber has been engaged to 
support James K. Ha kett in his starring 
tour beginning O tober 14. 

Mansfield began life as a painter. 

Marie Van Zandt is to marry a Russian 
nobleman. 
Mary Hamptom will star in an Indian 

war drama. 

Blanch Walsh has joined a New York 
popular price stock company. 
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Charles Frobman is endeavoring to 
secure another Barrie play for Miss Adams. 

The suit of Mrs. Ernestine Boniface, 

wife ot Actor George C. Boniface, for 
absolute divorce, names Miss Bertha 

Waltzinged as co-correspondent. 

A report that has been circulated that 
Virginia Earle bas had severe hemorrages. 
This is denied at the theatre, where it is 

said that Missy Earle is only suffering from 
ulcerated throat. 

Olga Netbersole is negotiating for a leate 
of the Lyric, Theatre London. Louis Park- 

er and Murray Carson have undertaken to 
provide her with a play with a romantic 
Spanish background for production this 
season if necessary. 

Louis James has received a cablegram 
from Kyrle Bellew and Mrs. James Brown 

Potter inviting him to become a third s‘ar 
tor a triple alliance proposed for next sea- 
son, but Mr. James replied that manv con- 
tracts already made prevent him from ac- 
cepting. 

Harry Guy Carleton will write a new 
comedy for the company now presenting 
“My Friend from India.” 

Another American play has scored in 
London. “Too Much Johnson,” accord- 

ing to cable advices, has caught on im- 
meusely. The Prince of Wales visited 
the theatre the second night—an unusual 

proceeding—and Gilette has been umiver- 

sally praised for his portrayal of the gay 

husband. : 

Life among the Irish gentry will be the 
theme of the new play which Augustus 
Piton is writing for Chauncey Olcctt. 
There will be no peasants, the comic ela- 
ment being contributed by tha servant 
characters. Mr. Olcott will be seen in the 
character of a young Irish gentleman and 
will have an opportunity to do more love- 
making than in any of his previous plays. 

Belasco already has a new play finished 
for Mrs. Carter, and in view of the em- 

phatic hit she bas made in I.ondon it is 

now gener illy believed that the play will 

have its first production before the com- 
pany returns to America. 

Sadie Martinot is no longer leading 
actress in ‘““A Stranger in New York" 
Company. Cause, Amelia Stone. Miss 
Mazrtinot’s songs were cut, and she re- 

fused to play on the same stage with Miss 
Stone. The lady of the diamond garter 
buckles has accordingly left the company. 

Fanny Mclatyre, now leading lady at 

the Bowdoin Square Theatre, at Boston, 
was married on Monday to E. Li. Snayder, 
the leading heavy man of the same com- 

pany. 

Rose Coghlan will make ber vaudeville 

debut in ‘Nance Oldfield” at Keith's Bos- 
ton Theatre on May 9. 

The only novelty to be presented by the 

New York theatres next week is the pro- 
duction by Mrs. Fiske, of two new plays 
at the Fifth avenue. They will consist of 
Mrs. Oscar Beringer’'s “A Bit of Old 
Chelsea,” which had a year of success in 

London, and Margaret Merington’s Eog- 
lish adaptation of a German drama hither- 

to called ‘‘The Right to Happiness,” but 
which Mrs. Fiske has rechristened as 

“Love Finds the Way.” Mrs. Fiske has 

put off tili next season her appearance as 
Becky Sharp in a stage version of Thack- 
eray’s ‘* Vanity Fair.” The rumored ex- 
planation is that she didn’t like Lorimer 

Stoddard’s scenario and advised coll sbora- 
tion. He refused, and the work is to be 

doue by somebody else. 

Sirdou's ‘‘Pamela,” has already ended 
its Parisan career. Not since ‘‘Marquise”’ 

bas the eminent dramatist met with such a 

downright failure. Even Rejane’s acting 
and all its spectacular effects could not 
save it. 

ALCOHOLIZED GEESE. 

A North Dakota Farmer's Strategy}i Brings 

Him Abundant Returns. 

A farmer on the Fort Rice reservation, 

about ten miles below Bismarck, N. D., on 

the Missouri River, hisa liberal supply of 
wild geese, both dead and alive, 3s a result 

of an experiment upon which he has teen 
pondering for some time, and which work 
ed to his entire satisfaction and greatly to 

the disadvantage of the geese. The season 
for the flight of the great Canada geese 
from the South to their summer haunts in 

the North bas begun, and thousands of the 
honkers stop at different placesjalong the 
nver en route. The sand bars in the 
morning are black with the great flocks of 
geese, and they make short pilgrimages 
from the bars to the fields of the farmers 
adjacent to the river for feed. They re- 

main several daysin the locality and turnish 
abundant amusement for sportsmen. 
At the farm of the man in question there 

is a huge sand bar projecting into the river 

but so far trom the shore that no hunter 
can steal upon the geese which congregate 
there near enough to get a shot. Aware 
of their immunity, large flocks of the birds 
settle there every morning and sun them- 
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selves tor several hours, and then migrate 
to the interior for tood. 

Having observe | the movements of the 
geese for scvcral days the tarmer resolved 
to accomplish by s‘ratrgv what he could 
not accomplish by stealth, and every morn- 
ing before the arrival of the birds he dis- 
tributed about a peck of corn about the 
bar. Upon the return of the geese this 
would be spzedly devoured, and ths pro- 
cess was repeated every morning for sev. 
eral days, greatly to the satistactior of the 
gease. 

Saturday night the tarmer came came to 
the city and secured a quart of the best 
al:ohol, which he sail would be sufficient 
to saturate a peck of corn quite thorough- 
ly. He placed the corn in the alcohol 
over night, so that it was thoroughly soak- 
ed, and in the mo-ning at the usual time 
he spread it over the bar ani concealed 
himself in the brush along the shore of the 
river and awaited the ¢ ming ot the geese. 
They cams as usual, and also as usual 

ate up the corn. Soon after there was a 
great disturbance manifest among the 
feathered demz2ns of the bar. The alco- 
ho! had a swilt effect and soon the bar 
was covered with sprawling, waddling, 
maudtin geese in all stages of intoxication. 
Those that had eaten most freely ot the doc- 
tored cora were speedily affected, and in 
various ways. Som3 of them were immedi= 
ately overpowered and lay helpless in the 
sand in a sort of drunken stupor. Others at- 
tempted to fly and were unable to do so, 
their wings refusing to perform their ususl 
functions, and the only result of their ef- 
forts being am aim'ess flopping about the 
bar. Others staggered off like tipsy men 
and finally succumbed to the influence of 
the liquor and lay down in the sun in a 
drunken sleep. A few were able to fly and 
soared off for a few moments, but the al- 
cohol was too much for them and they were 
forced to circle back to the bar and settle 
again oun the sand. 

After waiting for the liquor to have 
effect the farmer emerged from his hiding 
place and appriached the druvken birds. 
[hey seemed to have lost their usual fear 
and many of them were inspired with a 
remarkable pugnacity, flying at him and 
endeavoring to beat him wi h their wings. 
It was a laughable sight and none of the 
realized their danger, but were inspired 
with all the drunken courage of men in the 
same situation. The farmer knocked over 
a number of them with a club and captur- 
ed as many as wera totally stupefied with 
the liquor, alive, for decoys.— Deo Moines 
Leader. 

Oat of the toree and a halt millions who 
form the population of inner London, one 
million and a half, represent thre: hundred 
thousand householders, pay mire or less 
frequent visits to the pawnbroker, and 
some thirty million articles are annually 
pledged within th: anove area. 
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