——————— S A t——

"

Sunday
Reading.

200000000 3000CC00C

The Clouds of God.

The city is full of lJabor
And strugele un1 strife ard care,
The fever-pu!s: of tLe city
Is throbbing in all the air;
But calm through the sunlit spaces,
And calm through the starlit sky,
Forever, over the city,
The clouds of God go by.

The city is full of passion
And shame and anger and sin,
Ot hearts that sre dark with evil,
Of souls that are black within;
But whi e as the robes of angels,
As pure through the wind.swept sky,
Forever, over the city,
The clouds of God go by.

The city is full of sorrow

And tears that are shed in vain;
By day and by night there rises

*he voice of its grief and pain.
But soft as a benedictien,

They bend from the vault on high,
And over the sorrowful city,

The clouds of God go by.

‘O eyeithat ave old with vigil!

O eyes that are dim with tears!
Look up from the path of sorrow,
That measures itself in years,
And read in the b ue above you
The pesce that ia ever nigh,

‘While over the troubled city

The clouds of God go by.
—Robert Clarkson Tongue.

‘WHY HE REFUSED.

The following is taken from a recent is-
sue of the Evangelical Churchman and will
be interesting for PRoOGRESS® readers from
a clerical as well 2s layman’s stan !point :

G:ntlemen:—I am in receipt of your
favor of the 19 h inst. calling me to become

the pastor of the Open Doo: chu'ch. The

call is not entirely a surprise to me. From
what has pasied between us before I hive
supposed it would be forthcom'ng. As I
hav. looked forward to it, I have thought I
should probably accept, otherwise I should
not have given you encouragement in that
direction. I am sorry to say now I am
obliged to decline. But after what has
passed between us, I ought not to decline
your kindly propoasal without frankly stat-
ing my reasons. This I will try to do.

First, I have found out recently, that
you have even now a minister who has not
been formally dismissed from your church,
althouzh he is preaching in another church.
As I think a man ought, at least, to be
divorced from one wife before he marri:s,
(it he be divoreed at all,) so I feel that a
church should regularly dismiss her pastor
before engaging another. I helped dismi:s
one of my predecessors once. after be-
coming the acting pastor, and the muiddle
came so near to dismissing me that I do
not crave a repetition.

Sacond, I hear tbat there isa feud in
your church of twenty years’standiag. It
has been standing too long. I bave be n
told that what pleases on: party in your
church, displeases the other, if for no other
reason simply beciuse the parfy of the
first part is satisfied. If there be two
masters {o please in the church, I doubt
my ability to serve them both. I remem-
ber what the New Testament says on that
point. However, [ will put you on the
track, it you desire, of a man who all his
life has practised this rule of trying to
please all sides, and if you care to try him
all right. He will accept the ficst ca'l you
send, even withou! stoppiag to cindida‘e.
I have no doubt of this, for heis out of
employm:nt most of the time.

Third, candor compe's me to say thatI
am influenced largely in my decision by
the report which comes to me (perhap)
only a report) that you did not treat your
last minister rightly. I am told you hired
him by the yesr. At the end of the fisst
year, you went right on into the second
without paying his salary until the middle
of the year. At thit time, because he had
preached a sermon that one of the chronic
grumblers did not easily digest, you re-
minded him that no written agreem :nt had
been mad: for a secound year’s service.
This seems strange, for wh:n the same
member of the committee, before the ex-
piration of the first year, had recommend-
ed a house to th? m’'nister, the minister
decided not to move beciuse his term of
service was only for one year, then this
member of the committee (rhe chairmin)
had said that he uoderstood ths relation of
pastor and people was to go right on. In
this same matter I am told (it miy naot ba
true) that the excuse given to your last
minister for the change was simply in-
adequate funds, and yet you wrote within
thre2 weeks to Rev. Hurriup Husstler to
com> as a candidate, saying there was
plenty of moaey for the right man.

Fourth, I perceive by the annual stat-
istics that you have hal quite & number of
ministers in only a few years. Tae aver-
age period of service has been only two
years and a fraction. The procession of
ministers is long; it is a procession I
should prefer not to join. Surely your
church is an Open-Door Church.

Fifith, word comes to me that previous
to the last incumbent you had a minister
who was obliged to resign because he vot-
ed, in a political campaign, a:cording to
the dictates of his coascience. This, I

memYers of the parish. I do not see why a
ma'ter of conscience should displsase
wealthy politicians, but still, as a matter of
fact, I have always votel as I thought best,
and my present people have never ohj cted.
I should wish to coatinue in the same way
it I should come to you, and that, you see,
would work mischief at once.

Sixth, I am informed that another of
your ministers found bimself in trouble
because sone of the church members did
not lite the location in which he lived, al-
though the church furaished no parsonage
and rcnts were scarce. Here again is
where I have always consulted my own
taste and that ot my family aud here again
it I should accept your call, it is clear
there would be conflict at once which of
course, we had better avoid. By the way
it is reported that this same minister in-
curred th) displeasure of some of the
church members by marrying against their
wishes, that is, he married one whom they
did pot like. While that would not affsct
me much in my present condition, still I
think it is enough for the minister to sup-
erintend the weddings of his parish without
having the parish superintend the minis-
ter’s.

And so, all in all, it seems best that I
should decline your hearty c.Ul. I am
sorry for you bave a fine church edefice,
you have a beautiful town, $3 500 isa
good deal from a standpoint like mine. In
this little country place there is quiet and
peace. I can live on the $800 the people

a'low me. We have lived happily for nine
years as pastor and people and can live

you all want. IfI find such a one, T will
cheerfully recommerid him to you, but for
myself I most respecttully decline.
Sincerely,
D. CrLixp

A GOOD SBAMARITAN IN JAIL.

He Made the Debtors in the Prison Happy

" for His Presence.

O_e of the most interesting persons
ever confined on the deb'or’s side of Ssinte-
Pelagie was an American, Colonel Swan,
whose story is told in ‘The Dunge)ns of
Oid Paris.” A friend ot Wasbington,
Colonel Swan had fought in the War of
Inlependence with L fiyctte, and the

‘French r+ piblican often visited bim in j.il.

Tte nature of the colonels debt is not
known, but Le had made it a matter of con-
science not to pay it. The French law
ordered h's temporary arrest, and twenty
yeaas after bis incarceration he was still
‘cemporarily’ n eonfinement.

The old colonel h .d won ths respect and
love of the wktole p-ison; not a day of bis
long confinement thera but was marked by
som? service of kindness for the most part
mysterious and anonymons. No husgry
debtor went in vain to the door of the
colonel's little cell ; and often the man who
cim? seeking only a supper weot away
wi'h the full price of his liberty.

Th:re were two classes in the debtor’s
wing ; those with cer:ain resources of their
own to supplement the miserable allowance
of their creditors, and those who were de-

penden’ for their daily ratiors on the few '

centimes allowed them by law.
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prieon. It was Colonel Swan, for whom,
in bis failing heal h, the doctor hid de-
manded thit privilege. He had accepted
it grateful’y ; but, asif admonished from
within, he #aid to the doctor, ‘My proper
air is the air of the pris:n; this breath of
liberty will kill ma.’

A few months later the cannon of the
27th of July were belthing in the streets
of Paris. Oa the 28th the doors of the
‘Comnercial Bastille’® were thrown open,
and the prisoners went out.

Colonel Swan, who went out with them,
died on the 29th.

A OHRISTIAN STATESMAN.

He Was a Good Chr!stian and Broad in His
Religious Views,

“Ilam an Ejiscopalian ot the Arnold
and Wha‘ely school, with something mo-e
of the Paley admixture.” So wrote the
Hon Robert C. Winthrop. He agreed
with Lord Bacon tha* unity does not
vecess rily mean uniformity, avd be was
emphatically a Caristian of “catholicity
and charity.” He meant by the word
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ten more if my people continue to be as

forbearing and considerate as h retofore-

It occurs to me that perhips I may not
have expressed this letter in the usual terms
of such documeats. I have asked a neigh-
bor to read it over and criticize it for me,
and he has. He says 1 have been too
frank, Thbat I have told too much truth;
that it would have bzen better to have
simply said that I had changed my mind,
or that the do.to- thinks [ had better re-
main in this lo:ality for my health; or that
my present church would give me up, and
that I ough' to end the letter smoothly by
saying grace, m'rcy and peace.

Of course I h.ve no hard feelings in the
and, of course, I do wish you grace, mercy
and peace. However, as I said in the be-
ginning, I want to be frank. I have been,
and, of course, you kno v thit if you once

get the grace, mercyand peace will follow,

Men of thz latt.r class used vo let thir
services to others for a gratuity, and were
among the regular suitors for Colonel
Swan’s inexhaustible tounty. They were
koown in the prison as ‘cottoncaps.” One
of these, hearing that th: American had
lost his cotton cap, went to beg th: place.
The colonel knew all abobt the man, a
poor wretch, with a large family, stranded
there for lack of a few hnndred francs.
He asked a salary of six f:ancs a month.

‘That will suit me very well,’ said the
coloncl; and opening a little chest, he
added, *Here is five years’ pay in advance,’
[t was the precis: amount of the man’s
debt, and a fair instance of the colonsl's
b:nefactions.

In the year 1829 prisoners takinz their
airirg in the garden us:d to see a2 old
man strolling for an hour or two on the
high terrace or gallery at the {op of the
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Established 1780,

ker & Co.,

Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A.
The Oldest and Largest Manufactuners of

PURE. HIGH GRADE
Cocoas e Chocolates

Limited.

No Chemicals are used in their manufactures
Their Breakfast Cocoa is absolutely pure, delicious, nutritious, and
costs le=3 than one cent a cup. Their
aethe Dests plain chocolate in the market

rman Sweet Chocolate is good to eat and good o drink
It is palatable, nutritious and healthful ;

remium No } Chocolate
for famly 1se Theis

a grea' fasorkte with

Consumers should ask for and be su-e that they 6&? govnine

children.
Walter Baker & Co.’s goods, made at Dorchester, Mass.,

&

CANADIAN HOUSE, é Hospita! St., Montresh.

““catholicity” that system of doctrine held
by all parts of the Christian church, and by
“‘charity” that a christian ought to be con-
silerate, appreciative and social, even to
those good men whose religious views do
not harmonize with his own.

His clerical intimacies covered a wide
range. The Romin Cath.lic Bishop of
Boston (Fi'zpatrick), who had been his
schoolmite, was always a welcome guest at
his hospitable table, where h: met Baptists,
Congregationalists and consarvative Uni-
tarians.

Had the statesman and host in mind
those agapo: (love-feasts of the first church
of Corinth, w:ere men of diff rent shades
of opinion ‘broke bread’ together to sym-
boliz2 that they were one in devotion to
the Master? D:d he think of that saying
of the Dord to Peter, that intolerant apos-
tle, ‘And do thou, when thou hast turned
again, stablish thy brethren' [Revite I Ver-
sion]? And did he believe, taking the sug-
gestion from ths great Eaglish jadge, the
eod fier of admiralty law, Lord Stowell,
that ‘a dinner lubricates business and the
grooves which lead to unity ?

His favorite preacher was his pastor,
Phillips Brooks, for whom he had the
warmest admiration, a'though they differ-
ed upon political, soc’al, and even religious
qustions. Some of the friends upon
whose advice he most relicd were ministers
with whose thological views he had no
sympathy. They were goud Christians
and good advisers: therefore he listenad
to their opinions.

‘The Bible is its own best witn ss,’ h
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wrote, miraculous composition by those
inspired men, and its marvellous preserva-
tion from all th: accidents of time and
chance, besp 'ak potbing less than the hand
of God. No evolution produced that
volume ; and no revolution of thought or
act, or human will, can ever prevail
against it.’

NEWS OF VICTORY.

James Thompson Cured of Dia-
betes by Dodd's Kidney Pills,

- —

LCodd’s Kidoney Pills Have Many Start-
ling Cures to their Credit in Bruce
County—No Mesdicine Made Can
A pproach Them,

Parstey, Jsn. 31 —A marked peculi-
arity of the people of Bruce County is
tLeir firm beliet in Dodd’s Kidoey Pills, as
a sure cure for Bright's Discase, Diabetes,
and all other Kidney troubles.

So many remirkable cures have been
made by Dodd's Kidney|Pills,in this county
that the people’s confidexce in them is only
natural.

Oane of those who has been rescued by
D.dd's Kidney Pills, is James Thompson,

of Paisley. He suffered for years, with
‘‘an extreme cage o' Diibetes,” and was
lso bad h could hardly move. Almost

[ every medicinc on the market was tried,
without effect Then he trird Dodd’s Kid-
ney Pills. His recovery began at that
time. Now he is fully restored to health.

Mr. Thompson is only one of miny
thousands who bave been cured of Kidney
Disease, by Dodd’s Kidoey Pills. The
timple undeniable truth is that every per-
son who has us>d them for any of these
diseases has been thoroughly and perman-
ently cured. This cinn>t be seid, truth-
fully, of any other medicine that has ever
been used. Dodd's Kidoey Pills stand
alone, in proud position far above any
| rivals.

Dodds Kidney P.lls sLways cure Rheu-
matism, Lame Back, Lumbago, Gout,
Dropsy, Heart Disease. Femals Weakness,
Gravel, Stone in Bladder, Sciatica,
Ncuralgia, and all impurities of the blood.
They are th: cnly medicine on earth that
will positively cur: Bright's Disease and
Diabetes. Dodd’s Kidney Piils are sold
by all druggists. at 50 cents a box, six
boxes tor $2 50, or will be sent. on re-
ceipt of price, by the Dodd's Medicine
Co., Limited, Toronto.

Firm Resolution,

‘Dave’ Siddler was a brave Coafederate
soldier who was in the hospital at Rich-
mond, and who, in spite of his sufferings.
always took a cheerul view of the situat-
ion. O e d.y, when he was recovering,
a vititing minister approched his cot, and
tendered bim a pair of home made socks.

‘Accept these,” siid he. ‘I only wish
the dear womaa who knit th'm could pre-
sent them to you in prrson.’

‘Thenk you, very much,” said David,
gravely, ‘but [ bave d scided that I never
shall wear another pair of socks while I
live ’

The praacher pro‘ested, but (> no pur-

! pose ; and fiaally he sought out th> boy's

sister tq tell her bow foolishly the invald
had hebaved.

‘Why,’ exclaime 1 she,
bave been shot off !

Children’s Nerves.

Liable to be Deranged by Close
Confinement and Over Study.

‘both his feet

The continual grind of our schools is
hard on child growth, shatters the nervous
system and undermines the health. When

the headaches, twitchings, feelings of tired.
ness, sleeplessness and restlessness begin %o
manifest themselves give the children Mil-
burn's Heart and Nerve Pills. Mothers
consider they have no equal for building up
a child’s health.

Mpgs. Danroxn, 137 Arthur Street, Otta
Ont., says that her little girl got so b
with heart palpitation, nervousness and
headache she had to take her from schoal
and send for the doctor. His treatment
did not do her much good so she tried
Milburn's Heart and Nerve Pills. The
result has been marvellous; the headaches
have vanished, the nervousness disappe.m
the palpitation has gone, and the little
is now in splendid condition.

Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills sold

ists at 60c. & box, or 8 for $1

T. urn & Co., Toronto, Ons.
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