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Proaress PriNTING AND Pusrisaine CoMm-
PANY (Limited.) w.T. H. FENETY, Mnaging
Director. Subserip ioa price 18 L'wo Dollars
per annum, in advance.

Ail Letters sent to the paper by persons having
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panied by ltsmgl for a regly. Manuscripts from
other than regular contributors should always
be accompanied by a stdmped and addressed
envelope

Discontinuances.—KExcept in those
which are easily reached, Proeress will be
stopped af the time paid for. Discontinuances
can onlybe made by paying arrears at the rate
o) five c:ats per copv.
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Subscribers who do not receive their paper

Saturday morning_are requested to com-
municate with the officc.—Tel. 95.

PROGRESS PRIZE COMPETITION.

When ProGress announced its prize
competition, tha publish rs were on the
qui vive of expectation to learn how the ex
periment would work, and what response
the competition would meat with. But to
say thit the idea has madeZa hit would
hardly express the recsption the experiment
has received at the hands ot the public.

On Siturday last within three hours of
ProGrEss’ appearance, answers began to
pourinto the office by the dozen every hour,
and by every mail since, doz2ns upon doz-
ens of answers have been coming in, until
already several hundread have been re-
ceived—and still they come.

As before stated the competition wlll re_
main open to all who wish to try for the
money prize for two more issues including
this week and next, but it should be dis-
tinctly remembered that no answers will be
accepted atter noon of April 6¢h.

In its issue of April 16th, ProGrESS will
tike pleasure in announcing the names of
the successful competitor or competitors.
Should there be more than one’ correct
answer, the prize will be equally divided.

THE PROSPECT OF WAR.

The erisis that exists between the Unit-
ed States and Spain may have assumed
a much graver nature by the time the
readers of PRoGress get this paper. At
pres:nt with theall important report of
the board that inquired into the cause of
the destruction of the warship Maine, on
its way to Wasbiogton, to the president of
the United States,the situation is such that it
does not sppear probable that war can be
avoided. And yet, more prudent counsel
may preveil and succeed in postponing a
disastrous conflict between two great na-
tions of the eastern and western hemis-
pheres. The opinion of the masses of peo-
ple in the United States is largely influenced
by those newspapers who have & zed up-
on the present condition of affsirs as an
excuse for printing anything and every-
thing that will profit themselves. They
seem to care nothing for the effact a war
may have upon the nation ; the destruction
of lives and property is nothing to them ;
they see only the bonanza for themse lves.
The temper of representatives snd able
financiers have been sorely tried by the
selfish efforts of these so called ‘*‘yellow
journals” to incite the people to demand
war, bat, so far, it has been held in admir-
able check. Whether the president and
his cabinet will be able to quell the out-
burst of popular indignation should the
Maine inquiry result adversely to Spain
remains to be seen.

But the desiruction of the battleship is
not the only difference between the two
pations. The prolongation of the war in
Cuba. the aw!ul condition of the Cubans
and the cruelties practised towards them
has aroused the indigoation of the people
in the limited States. They bave already
compelled the president to send relief to
the starving and wretched people &nd
noble men and women from the great re-
put lic are working night and day.to re-
lieve the distress of the oppressed Cubans.
Bat this cannot last forever and] putlic
opinion will compel the president to put an
end to such methods of warfare as Spain
has adopted. And just as surely as the
Unaited States interferes in the affairs of
Cuba she will getinto a conflict with the
Spaniard. That is what the Latin]people
say and the government will not be atle to
preserve peace aund retain the {seats of

office it they oppote them.

The public men of the United States
do not propose to act in the dark in this

grave emergency. Thev have not depend-
ed upon newspaper reports for their con-
cl1sions but mny ot them bave gone to
Cuba and seen with their own eyes the
distr-8s and sufferings of the patient and
patriotic Cubans. Perhaps the most no'-
able of thase visitors was Senator ProcToR
who spent some time upon the island and
drew conclusions, which, when presented in
a dispassionate way to the people from his
place in the senate aroused |a storm ot in-
dignation throughout the land and con-
vinced many doub'ful people that such
persecution of innoceat people should
come to an end.

“Innocent people” may be a strange
term to many of PrRoGRESS readers but it
must be remembered that s1l ot the Cubans
are not rebels. Their sympathies are
no deubt with the insurgents but as they
took ro part in the war, mclestation of them
was not warranted. But under the stern
decree of the cru | WevyLer all these ia-
dustrious and innocent peopls were torced
to leave their homes and lsnds and enter
the fortifi:d towns, there to suffsr and
starve, and 200,000 of them have died in
the horcors of such a lite. In bis desc:ip-
tion ot the conlition ot tha country Sens-
tor Procror told how all the country
p+o;l: in the four western provinces, about
400,000 in number, remaining outside the
fortified towns when Weylst's order was
made were driven into these towns, and
these are the reconcentrados. They were
the peasantry, many ot them farmers,
some landowners, others renting 1inds and
owning more or l3ss stock, others working
on estates and cultivating sm.ll patches,
and even asmall patch ia that fraittul clime
will support a family.

When WEYLER'S order was issued com-
manding all ot them to go into fortified
towns within eight days many, doubtless,
did not learn ot this commard. Others
failed to grasp its terrible meaning. It
was left largely to the guerrillas to drive
in all that did not obey, and in many
cases a torch was applied to their homes
with no notice, and the inmates fled with
such clothing as they might have on, their
stock and other belongings being spprop-
riated by the guerrillas. When they
reached the town they were allowed to
build buts of palm leaves in the suburbs
and vicant plices within the tortifications
and 1:t to live it they could. Their huts
are about ten by fifteen feet in size, and,
for want ot space, are usually crowdel to-
gether very closely. They have no floor
but the ground, no farniture, and, after a
year's wear, but little clothing except such
stray substitutes as they can extemporize,
and with lurge families or with more than
one in this litle space. The commonest
sanitary provisions are impossible. Con-
ditrons are unmentionable in this respect.
Torn from their homes, with toul earth,
toul air, fouvl water and fovl foad, or none,
what wonder that one-halt have died, and
that one-quarter of the living are so dis-
eased that they cannot be saved. A form
of dropsy is a common disorder resul ing
from these conditions. Litls children
are still walking about with arms and
chest terribly emaciated, eyes swollen, and
abdomen bloated to threa times the natur-
al size. The physicians say these cases
are ' opeless.

Deaths in the streets have not been un-
common. The people bave beea found
dead about the markets in the morning,
where they had crawled, hoping to get
same stray bits of food from the early
hucksters, and there have been cases whcre
they had dropped dead inside the market,
surrounded by food. Trese people were
independent and sell-supporting before
WeyLER'S order. Is it any wonder that the
English speaking pzople of the great re-
public near us are roused as they have not
been for decades. How long would Eng-
laind tolerate such a state of affairs near
her threshcl1? The Upited States should
have in erfered l:ng ago. The sooner
some action is taken the better.

SURELY NOT IN OTTAWA.,

There is anew feature in social life in
Ottawa which bas created more excitement
among the elite of that city than all the
scandals in government or opposition cir-
cles. It is curious how much importance
is attached to little mistakes of ownership
Wometimes and how little importance at-
tends the abstraction of thousands and tens
of thousands of the public funds. There
is not much doubt that there is a thief who
has the entree in society in the capital.
He or she does the work in such a manner
that suspicion does not appear to attach to
any person, but tor any one of the charmed
circle to forget the difference between
meum and tuum—it is simply preposterous.
According to one account the following is
a typical case.

Some weeks ago Mrs. Coursol of 282 Daly
avenue, gave an **at home,” Mrs. A. F. McIntyre
was one of the guests. She had shortly before her
arriv.1 cashed a check for twenty dollars, one dol-
1.r of which she had spent. Her purse containing
nineteen dollars was lefi in her muff. When she

went to get it to go home she noticed that the purse

was lying outside the muft. She boarded a Ridean
street car, nnd on opening it to pay her fare, exc.t-
edly excliimed, ‘Why, my money is gone,’ and re-
turned to Mr=«. Coursol’s, The room was s arched
thoroughly. but no trace of the missing niveteen
dollars conld be found. Mrs. Smith of Aylmer,
was als0o a ku2s. at Mrs. Coursol’s the same after-
n on, snd when she arrived home ste was six dol-
1.rs short, which had been left in her cloak pocket.
But perhaps the most surprised person was Mrs.
Coursol, who the following morning ascertained
that no less than sixteen dollars had been taken
from one of the burean drawers in the room where
the guests had disrobed. Mrs. Courso. was at

loss to kno« where the money had gone, and when.

she learved that t 0 of her guests had also teen
robbed, n«turally felt very much hurt. Not the
slightest suspicion was placed on the servants, as
they are o'd and trusted. rimilar losses were re-
ported by Miss Scott, daughter of the Secretary of
State, and other ladies after social functions.
Brushbes, button hooks. silver bon-bon dishes and
other articles aiso disappeared, often under circum=~
staeces that forbade the assumption that they could
have been taken by servants.

To what a pass has morals in Ottawa
arrived when the women as well as the
men forget these nice and npecedsary dis-
tinctions of ownership. Whbat an oppor-
tunity for Mr. ScorT to morsalize upon the
effects of association with political bood-
lers!

No doubt there is a great deal of truth
in the a-sertion that the present proviocal
liquor law is wonderful in its elasticity, bug
there should be some limit to even this fea-
ture of it. We will koow in a few days
just how the commission proposes to bring
the licenses down to the proper number.
Last year the excuse was set up that be cause
a number of those who had been in the
business were refused licenses they should
be sllowed three months in order to get rid
of their stock in trade without lces to them-
selves. For this privilege they paid a
license in proportion to the yearly fee. But
the three months were extended to six and
so on for the whole year. The commission-
ers took a liberty with the law which has
been passed over without much it any com-
ment. They should mark out a certain
line of action this year and stick to it.
Those who took out these provisional licen-
ses will not require any longer time to get
rid ot their stock. They should either get
a license for a year or get none at all. Be-
sides it may fairly be argued that the com-
missioners have no right to deal out licenses
on the installm-nt plan. To mske one man
hand over £300 before a certsin date and
permit another to pay $75 for every three
months is not strictly according to tke pre-
valent idea of fair play.

A reader of ProGress in Halitax sends
a letter to the editor ot this paper which
is virtually an account of the lite ofa young
man in wkom he is interested. But he
neglects to send his name,and his references
are 8o pointed that no newspsper could

‘print his communication without some

means of verifying it. What the writer of
the letter asserts may be perfectly correct
but the wisdom of giving it publication in
the press may well be questioned. So far
as we can see only private interests would
be served by such a course and it is doubt.
ful if even they would be much improved
by giving such information to a score of
people to every one who knows it know.
It may be argued that the exposure of the
wrong doing ot one person who sins against
himself more than any other is in a sense
of benefit to the public, but if that was a
part of the duty of the press what a task it
would be. We cannot return the letter to
the writer since we have no address but it
he will send an addressed envelope we will
be glad to do so, with the suggestion, tbat
if his interest in the young man 1s as sincere
as he says it is, to forward the document to
him directly. It might have the effect be
desires.

It bhaving come to the knowledge of
ProGress that some party, or parties, bave
been representing themselves as agents of
the paper with suthority to collect and give
receipts, this is to give notice that no one
is authorized to receive money or give re-
ceipts either by contra account or ether-
wise, without the written authority ot *“The
ProGress Printing and Publishing Co.
Ltd.”, and no receipts will be valid unless
bearing the stamp of the company properly
signed by either the manager or treasarer;
or the company’s properly authorized agent.

What fnnocentl Wiil_;o.

At a place in close proximity to Fred
ericton, the deatbjoccurred recently of an
infant. All arrangements for its burial bad
been made, and the little one’s remains
placed in the casket. Just previous to
the dinner hour the mother went into
the room to have a look at her
dead babe, when to her great distress,
there was nothing there but the empty
casket. The mother rushed from the room
to the door to give the slarm, and there
she discovered the other children innocent-
ly eliding down hill with the little one’s re-
mains wrapped up in their arms.

Spring Millinery.
Attention is directed to Charles K. Csm-
eron's interesting announcement in his
regular advertisement in this issue of Prog=

RrESS In it Mr. Camercn tells his patrons
some pleasing news regarding his excellent
stock of spring and esummer millinery which
includes all the latest novelties from toreiga
centres in the way ot hats, toques, turbans
and bonnets. All the prettiest and latest
ribbons, teathers, ospreys and other dainty
accompaniments of the millinery trade will
also be found in abundance and at prices
that will please the most e:onomically in-
clined buyers.

Mr. Marr's K terprise.

The Moacton papers devoted considar-
able space to H. G. Marr's spring mllin-
ery openiny, which took plice the begic-
ning of the week and which was attended
with &1l the ecl.t that it is possibls to give
suchan :ffair. Watt's orchestra was in
attendance and played the spl:ndid pre-
g amme which was printed in this pa-
per lst Saturday. Tbe Tim:s say®
of tha Moncton opening. “‘Mr.
Marr’s stock ot general millmery is
without doust larger, prettier and Dbetter
essorted than ever showa by him in any
previous season, and his openings ia the
past have be :n on a par with those of the
larger establishmants of Cunadian cities.
The display of hats is symething «¢lagant,
while the beautitul assortment ot ribbons
and flywers is simply gorgious. The
ladies of Moncton will certainly avail
themselves of the invitation to wvisit Mr.
Marr's handsom. |y decorated show rooms
to-day and even ng. Itissaid that Par-
isian milliners repeat themselves as little
as possible. What chiefly strikes one at
Mr. Marr's store is the great varisty of
of choice materials and trimmings.
The annual spring opening of the St. Jobhn
store will take place next week, beginning
on Tuesday, and already elaborate pre-
parations are being made for it. Mr.
Marr has now the servizes of one of the
best milliners in the Dominion and is in

every way prepared to pleass his numerous |

patrons in this city.

Tuttles k1l xir,

It is a conceded fact that Tuttlss Elixir
is the best family and horse Liniment
on the market. Puddington & Merritt,
agents, St. Jokn, N. B.

We want to impress upon you that we
only charge 25¢ per pair for curtains and-
blankets. Certainly let us do them.
Ungars Laundry and Dye Works Tele-
phone 58.

Dondruff, which causes so much itching
of the scalp, can bs cured by Hall’s Hair
R:newer, because it is a corrective toniz
for the glands producing dandruff.

Absolutely Pure ‘

The April Number of the Delineator
Is+ called the Spring number, and it con-
firms and supplements the spring styles
given in March. The literary matter for
this month ranges over a very interesting
field. De. Murray’s article on Headaches,
treated in a popular way, but with a
physician’s knowledge, should be much
appreciated. Mrs. Meynell’s description
ot how children regard their toys will be a
valuable leston to parents. There isa
practical article on Renovating the Farm
House which will apoly equally to any
country house. For the housekeeper
there is an excellent paper on House
c'ewning, while the second part ot A'monds
in the Kitchen gives many orginal and
desirable recipes. Mrs. Jones discusses
mourniag customs, which in conjunction
with the plate of mourning styles in the
front ot the book, makes this a good refer-
ence number. Eotertainment for adu'ts is

provided in a literary detective bureau
(2ad part), and the fiction for ths month
is by such a tavorite writer as Ellen Olney
Kirk. The comprehensive article on bair
dressing is alone worth the subscription
price. Order from the local agent for
Butterick Patterns, or address The De-
lineator Publishing Co, ot Toronto,
Limited, 33 Richmond St. West Toronto,
Oat. The subscription price of The Da-
lineator is $1 00 per year, single copies
15 cents.

Hedging.
Colored people, as a class, are not dis-
tinguished for a provident spirit, but some

of them can see through a millstone if there
is a hole in it. Witness the following ex-
smple from the Atlantic Constitution :

‘I’m thinkirg ot running for governor,
John,’ said the citizen to one of h's colored
constituents, ‘and I want you to help me
oat.’

The old man looked thoughtful and then
said :

‘All right, Marse Tom ; but I wants ter
ax you one leadin’ question.’

‘Well, what ia it P’

‘How much is you gwine give me when
you gits beat ?’

Something for Puzzle Workers.

To sharpen up the wits ot its readers, PrRoGrrss opens the following competition :
What line or lines among the poetical selections in Royal Rader No. 5 is illustra-

ted by this picture?

The picture and coupon will appear for the last time on April 2nd and the result

be announced on April 16th.

As many answers can be sent as one chooses, provided each one is on a properly

filled out coupon, including the picture.

No answers received after noon on April 6°h will be considered.

A prize of Ten Dollars will be given to the fortunate winner or should there be
more correct guesses the money will be equally divided.

ProGress hopes that the prize will go to one or at most to two bright readers.
Care has been taken to make the puzzle hard enough, but not too hard. Oaly experi-
ment can tell how successfully the idea has been carried out.
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