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The Klondike’s Wonders. 

News Brought By An Experienced 
[liner From Dawson City. 

The Winter Ilild—Costly Lots and Log Cabins—Dawson City's 

Morals—Danger of Pestilence—Men Who Have Made Fortunes— 

The Outlook—Advice to Gold Hunters. 

There his been many descriptions 
printed of the Kloidise region but the 

bes: tha” PrRoGRESs has seen was told by 
Charles E. Stillman to a New York Sun 
reporter. S)> maay friends of PROGRESS 
readers hav: gone to this region of gold 
that will be glad to read such an interesting 
and apparently unbiased account of lite 
in that couatry. M-. Stillman ;made a 
quick trip from the Klon ize regioa to 
southeastern Alaska, having left Diws)n 
City on Jan 28, and arrived at Skagway 
on Feb. 16, He learned ia Dawson City 

last January that Mrs. S:illman was ill at 
at the family home, and leaving his mining 
property in charge of bis broth r, he start- 
ed overland as fast as possible, wit) two 
guides and a train of cogs tor the coast 
and thence for Calitoroiv. Mr. Silman 
is one o' the best known gold miners on 
the Pacfic coast. He has been Sate 
Tieasurer of Nevada, was ruperintendent 
under John W. Mckay ot the Bonirzs 
mines on the Comstocklode, and h-s been 
mining gold and silver since 1866. He 
went to tue Klondise l«st July as an ex 
pert represenung a syndicate ot O-egin 
miners, who bought three claims on Hun- 
ker Cre k tor $100,000 ¢ sh down. H+ 
brought wi'h bim fitry pounds avoirdu 
pois in goli dus’, worth aout $13,000, 
and delivered it to the syndicate by wiich 
hs is employed. 

*That is about ons third th» gold we hd 
got out from our mines up to he true I 
came away,’ rays Mr. Stillman, ‘lt will 
probably be $80 000 for tue year from cur 
three placer claims, when we shall hava 
finished sluicing the gravel next June * 
Mr. Stillman has been an o jut of 1ia- 

terest among the army of gold hungry men 
assemblin trom all over the world on this 
coast and making resdy for going to the 
Klondike region. His long experience in 
gold mining and his opportunities to ob- 
serve th: possibilities or the Klondike hava 
made him the very sort of person tbat the 
thousands «f Klondiks wild men out hr: 
want to interview. In Seattle he was kept 
vp all night at his hotel by crowds ot m:n, 
who importused him for intorm ation about 
the chances of fortune yeti g in the new 
gold region. Here in Los Angeles Mc. 
Sti lman has been constently rurround.d 
by a crowd of men, who are planning to 
join the srampece to Alaska duriog th: 
next s'xty days. 

‘The present winter in Dawson City an! 
that region has been somew'at milder tuan 
in former years,’ saii Mr. Stillman. ‘The 
Indians say that the ice will begin to break 

up in the Yukon at the last ot June this 

year. That will about a fortnight earlier 

than usual. There have been a few hours 

this season when the temperature at oar 

diggings oa Hunker Creek Las beea down 
to 63° below zero, and for four days at 

New Year's time tte mercury never rose 

above 44° below zero. The winu, which 

blows there all winter long, blow very bard 
at that tm>. No Californian used to a 
perepnially mild climate can even imagne 
whac tuch winter means. The day I lett 
Dawson City the mercury was at abou: 
24° below z-ro, and the p>ople regarded 
that as a pretty mild sori ot day. The 
ice is a yard thick ia the Yukon snd 
on all the creeks in the Klondike re- 
gion. The snow is about two feet cn 
the level, and very deep in drifts csuied 
by the everlasting blow trom the north: ast. 
There have been many ears and faces froz ‘n 
among the prople in and about Dawson 
City in the las few months. Ihave heard 
«f about twenty people who bave lost their 

Jiives by fre: zing, but there may be a lot 
more unfortunates who have died of fre z- 
ing in their cabins and tents away off on 
the banks of creeks miles trom friends. 
Joaquin Miller, who is in Dawson City, 
thought he was going to lose one oi his 
ears by freczing when I saw him a few days 
before I set out tor California. I believe 
there has been a score ot amputations of 
‘of frcz n legs and feet on the Klondike 
this season. 

‘How much of an area bas been covered 
by gold miners’ camps on the Klondike ? 
Ob, about 100 miles square would cover it. 
The Canadian register of Mines at Dawson 
City told me six weeks ago that the mines 
furttest from Dawson were located about 
sixty miles away. When I got to the K'on- 
dike last August the furth st wera not 

twenty miles from Dawson = City. 
We o!d-time mins have long seen 

in the west what min will do ani the rivks 
he will take to get gold at any h-zard, but 
the way bundreds of men have gone tramp- 
ing along the banks of creeks and across 
trackless snowy wistes miles from ano‘her 
pumsn being, and in a way below-zero 
weather, to prospect smd snow and ice for 
gold-beariag gravel, bias anv s'0"ivs we 
have ever told to illustrate man's insatiate 
thirst tor gold. Boonanzi, Hunker, Eldor- 
ado, Too Much Gold, and Szokum Creeks 
were completely occupied by miners’ 
claims trom source to myuath, while all the 
tributary st-esms for miles round were 
well claim«d. 

Since the | at steamer went down the 
Yukoa from Dawson City lust S prember. 
the tenderteet on the Kiondike have been 
locating on drzens of tiny creeks further 
and further away from the original gold 
finds. There are now so m:iny new creeks 
tonad and locy'el upon that th: averags 
pereon th re does no: try to remember 
them any longer. That there will ba an 
otver ci'y like Dawson City in the Klondike 
is mot doubted by any ons up there. It 
the mine's on th newly | ca‘ed claims 
and the miners who wil go iuto the Klon- 
dike this comibg season strike sny de- 
gres of richne-s, a 2ity that will ou'grow 
Diwson s2ems Lk-ly. Duwson is too far 
away from ths newer claims to be a base of 
supplies tor the minmg camps there. | 
know several rich real vs'a‘e mn who ara 
now on their way to Skagw'y, snl th y 
are going to specnlate 1n 'o’s 1n new town 
sites in ‘he mining region. 1° they are 
lucky they will make more money and do 
it quicker than the luck.est miners. Just 
think, in Sep'ember, 1896, you could have 
hought a res in D:w-01 ci'y for $200 or 
$300 cach—perbaps less. To dey lots there 
with a thirty-foot frontege bring £3,000 
and 84.000 vach Some lots bring $10,000 
end $15,000 each. 

‘The populaticn ot Daw:on City, and the 
camps that line the crecks that twist away 
south, esst and southssst from the K'on- 
dike and Yukon is as intelligent as any 1 
have ever kvo vn in any w'ning camp in the 
West. Ind-ed, it is the most mo al and 
ambitious wining popilstion I bave ever 
seen. A numer of us professional miners 
up there, who have scen the gilded gams- 
ling pa'aces ot Virginia City aud have lived 
in tae bot days of Bo fie, Tombston~, An- 

aconca. and Cree le, have remarked many 
times that the miners of the K'ondike are 
aro her rice of men from those we usad to 
know in tie S ates. To be eur, there is 

gambling and hiberz] drinking of the hard- 
est ot hard whiskey in Diwson Ciy and 
Circle City, bat the scenes are nevsr com- 
parable with what we used to witness every 
vight when the Bonavzas were pouring out 
their golden wealth and Tomustoce was 
msking a dozen new millionair:s 
Ths Klondike miners are not the typical, 

picturesque miners the world has been 
hearirg about tor halt a century. It is my 
private opinion that the awful hardships 
one endures to get rich up there, the 
d«ngers that must be b-aved. and tha pri: 
vations suff red in g-t'ing to the new gold 
fields by any route. mak® men there sober 
and provident. Where men have these 
chiracteristics there's no chance taken in 
gambling Then, too, ths expanse of 
gettng to Klondike and the n:cessiry ex 
penditure ot teveral buadred dollars tor aa 
outfit keep out of the Alaskan mining 
region a horde of bard-up, desperate 
characters simi'ar to those that have made 
all the Western mining camps so notor. 
iously bad. I doubt it Dawson City ever 
will be a hurd, reckless, wide open town 
in the sense that Virginia City and Cripple 
Creek hive been, It has a population 
of about 2600 men ni 120 wo- 
men all winter, with about 4,500 
more miners in the cabins along the 
creeks, and there have been few more or- 
derly and earnest. communities an: where 
in the Union. The stories that I see pub- 
lished in some newspapers about the orgies 
and immorality at D.iwson City are almost 
wholly the fiction of imaginative reporters. 
[ niver knew so many well-educated, 
thoughtful, and promising men in any 
camp as there are at Dawson City today. 
Some are Harvard and Yale graduatss. 
Two young women, wives of ambitious 
young miners, are from Vassar College, 
and a physician, who lives there ina log 
cabin, plastered with mud, waned. gated at 
Columbia College and at tbe Univeriity of 
Paris. I think ve is contented. Anyhow, 
he ought to be tor a year or two. He gets 
balf an ounce of gold for each visi’, and 
for simple surgical work his bill ‘runs into 
oucces of gold very quickly. It seems to 

me that he ou to clesr up two or three 
pounds of gold every week in the ear. . 

‘The stories of drinking and carousing 

at Dawson City are all bosh. In the fi st 

place, it costs too much to drink even in 
the Klondike region. A drink of the vil- 
est concoction ot molass:s and alcool 
costs about $1. In the second place, the 
wealth is earned by such hard work and 
exposure that one does not like to throw 
his earnings over the bar with the reckless- 
nesss that characteriz-d the miners in the 

flash mining days of the West. Moreover 
on: miy readily see that a climate where 
the wind blows and moans twenty hours 
out of every tweaty four, and where th: 
mercury travels between two degrees 
above z ro and forty below for five months 
in tha yea-, is not coadu1vs to convivial- 
ity »nd hilarity as the warm, balmy climate 
of Tombstone avd Virginia City were 

‘Another. and perhaps the most import- 
ant reason for the earuestaess and sober- 
ness ot Dawson City this winter, is that the 
danger of starvation in that Arctic region 
bas been looking the Klondikers in the 
face. Toe last steam-r of the season, 
the Were, arrived at Dawson in the last 
week of S:ptemher, and it had bean ex- 
p2cted there would be two or three steam- 
eis up the Yukon by that time, each boat 
having heavy supplies on board. The 
Canadian police were frightened and wara- 
ed the Klondikers of the danger of starva- 
tion. Free travsportation was furnished 
people at Cawson City to Fort Yukon and 
Circle City. At tha last named places 
p ovisions were plentitul. The going 
away of som» 1,000 men trom Dawson at 
the approach of winter wis a great help 
toward checking the scare of starvation. 
Very naturally, one who bas any sense 
and the lesst fear of starvation in so bide- 
ous'y lonesome a place as the Klondiks is 
not going to throw money away carelessly 
for whiskey and on games of chance. 

‘It will be wondrful it some mortal fever 
does not rage in Dswson next summer. If 
th:rs was ever a community properly situ 
ated for the developmant ot pestilence it is 
Daweoa City. Tae town is located at the 
base of a mountain. on the northeist side 
of the mouth of the Klondike, on the Yukon 
R var. At that poiat thy Yukea is nasrly 
balt a mile w;d:. Ths mountains curtail 

the ¢xpansion of the town. The people 
now live almost as closely together as in a 
large city. Fancy what it will bs by nex: 

July, wh n 150,000 psople shall have set 
foot on that na~row bench along the river. 
There is no sewerage or drainage, no 

water supply from an uncontaminated 
source and no attention is pid to simple 
hygiene 1a that land of quick tortune mak- 
ing. Arcuad the base ot the mountain to 
the west is un area of several hun ir-d acres 
of marsh lind and one can see t.e msliria- 
laden vapor rising like steam from an 
engine in & midsumner morning. Evan in 
th: warmest weather one can dig down 
tarough the heavy layer of miss and a toot 
or two in rhe spongy soil in Dawson Ciy 
and find ice a balt toot think. Last sum- 
m-r the 1,200 people at Dawson C ty were 
more or less Ul with malaria and there 
were a f:w deaths from fever. The mos- 
p ors rise during the months of June, 
uly and August in swirms hom the moss 

that abounds everywhere in the Klondike 
region, and they are so ferocious that 
mules and dogs hav: run away and leaped 
madly over embaukmeats many times to 
escape them. 
‘Dawson City has be>n growing right 

along all wmnter. An occasional dip of 
the mercury to 42° to 50° below zero 
has had no ¢ff:ct of the building operat- 
ions there. All winter long Front s'reat— 
prac’ically the only one in D.wson City— 
has resounded with the sound of chopping 
ard hammering on new houses and sto: es. 
1 think that ths builsing improvements of 
the town six weeks ago, when [ lett Daw- 
son City, comprised ancut 115 log cabios, 
three log churches—Curholi, Episcopal 
and Methodit—nd 600 tents, that had 
b2en boarded up about the bottom to 
make them more agreeable to the occu 
pants. Tae business part of the to #n con- 
sists of log and crude pine board buildings 
arranged 1n a streight line and close be- 
side one anotbe-. In tbese structures are 
filteen saloons, two barber shops, several 
butcher shops and half a dczen restaurants, 
two real estate offices’ and one hirdware 
store. 

The largest buildings in that region are 
two substantial storehouses built by the 
Alaska Commercial Company and the 
North American Transportation Company. 
Each 1s two stories high, and covers about | 
8,000 square fcet. To show how it costs ! 
to build up thers, I have oaly to s.y that 

one of these storehouses, with a good con- 
crete foundation cost exactly’ $93 500 last 
S:ptember. Tae same steucturs could be 
built 1n the middle states for about $4,000, 
and on the Pacific coast for $4,500. Log 
cabins 20x24 feet cost from $3 000 to $1, 
500. The logs are hawn on three sides and 
the chivks are plugged wi h mud and moss 
The roots are c nstructzd of three layers ot 
pine boards, upon which moss a d earth 
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are packed to the deoth of a foot. E.rth 
is banked up about the walls of the cabin. 
That keeps out the cold. Syme roofs have 
upon them earth and moss a yard thick. In 
summer thc mosquitoes rise out of these 
roofs in swarms like the Egyptian 
locust plague. Lat me recite some or the 
current prices in Dwson City. Pine logs. 
$2 50 and $3 00 each; window glass, 50 
cents a pound ; meat, 75 cents a pound; 
carpenters who can do fairly good work 
gst $18 and $20 a day this winter; com- 
mon laborers get three-quarters of an ounce 
of gold a day—about $12. A sm:ll lost 
of wheat bread has cost 60 cents all win-er 
in Dawson, and for a short time the price 
was 75 ceats. I bought a pair of stogy 
boots last January tor three ounc s of 
gold, worth $48. and I can buy similar 
boots here for 83 No cigars or driaks 
are less than 50 c°nts each. Bartenders 
get from $12 to 25 a day. By the way, a 
common courtesy In the saloons there is 
the one who c:lls his friends to the bir to 
hand his pock-t buckskin sak ot gold dust 
across the bar to tae barkeeper, and por- 
mit the litter t) weigh out enough gold on 
the scales, which are found in every busi- 
ness place in that region, to pay the bill 
tor the drinks. 
‘Oae of the greatest monev makers in 

Dawson is 8 young man, Dan Flynn, who 
bails from Ha risburg, Pa. He is just 22, 
and he is a natural born business man. He 
bay nothing to do with the mines, and never 
even siw one. He's all business. He hap- 
pened to be at Dyea, on th: coast ot Alas- 
ka last June as a c'gir agent, when the 
news came there of the Klondike gold dis- 
coveries. He quit his job and sent word to 
his firm in Caicago that he was going to 
Dawson Ci'y. He got there early and sold 
all the 10 ceot cigars he had for $1 50 each. 
He saw the money there was in town lots, 
anda took written sixty day options on a 
dozen lots, paid $500 down, and in less 
than twenty days he sold out and made 
$20,000 cash. He knew that an army ot 
gold seekers would soon be there, so he 
took options on more lots +t greatly 
advanced prices. Basides, he bought springs 
of drinking water near I wson City and 
hired Indians ro pedd e water at 25 cants a 
pail. Then he weat into ths bread busi- 
ness. He has now over 200 pounds of geld 
ready lor shipment to San Francisco when 
navigation on ths Yukon opens. He will 
sell tens ot thousands ot pails of water in 
Diwson at 25 «ach tris coming summ sr. 
Flynn is easily worth $100.000 now, and 
he may double it ia another year. He has 
the Irish wit and is very popular in Daw- 
son. He will soon open a bank there, 
backed by a Sn Francisco mill on.ice.’ 

‘Have there been any notibly rich die- 

coveries on the newly tound creeks in the 

past few months ?’ 
‘Yes, some were md» last November 

on Columhbis Creek, a tiny str2um which 
flows into th: Edorito Crs:k, adout 
tbir'y fiv: miles sourheast from Dawson 
Cty. All Dawson Ciy was excited, and 

wi'h reason, las: Dacember, by the reports 

ot rich finds on an ex‘ension of French 
Creek. Thre wis will excitemeni and 
December over the naws that cime of 
discoveries ot gold th.t ran $9 to the pan 
on Su'phur Cesk. A compiay of three 
gr:enborn Swides, who joined the rush 
to the Klon like trom Victoria, B. C, last 
August, bave stumbled on a fortune on 
Freach Creek, wuere severil expareacad 
miners had prosoec'»d with iadifferant 
results a mooth before. I have heard that 
these Swedes bave three claims. They 
struck bedro k eleven test below tha rue- 
face ot th- grav-l. Gravel that ran £5 to 
the pan has been very common with them. 
Taey are repor ed to have washed out by 
th: slow aod patient panning process 
$2,000 worth ot gild ia three weeks 
James W. Phelps, tornerly a hookkeep-r 
tor Pail Armour ia Chicago, dropped his 
work sn went Klondikeward last Au ust. 
He gor a friendly tip trom a man io 
D wson City the very nigit he reached 
there. He located on Bear Creek. Fe 

had a five-gallon coal oil can filled with 
dust in his cabin when I beard 
from him last, about Jan. 1, and he 
has a small mountain of gravel besped up 
on bis clvim resdy for sluicing when the 
epring thaw comes. Hs was very ill at 
one tims from bis bard work aid poor 
food and came very near giving his life for 
his golden fort. ne. The viry richest find 
tbat bas be: ome general'y known in Daw- 
son city this winter is one on Binder Creek. 
It was by Mack Binder, who hss been 
chasing the elusive goddess of fortune 
for twenty or more years in Oregon and 
Idaho. He has been a perfec: type of the 
poor, ragged, hopeful prospector (ver 
since [ first saw him about 1878 He 
went up to Dawson on the same craft with 
me, and 1t seemed pititul that he should 
have so much hope ou such slender founda- 
tion. He had about $600 invested in his 
outfit. The old man prospected up and 
down several creeks and camped one night 
In an unnam-d creek. He duga prospect 
hole four te. t deep there and got color 
from tbe first. At the bottom ot the hole 
he got $7 and $8 to the pan. The old 
tellow went almost crezy at the thought 
that at last, atter a litetime of searching, 
he had fuund gold and was rich for lite. 
He told me recently that he was sure he 
would clean up about $90,060 by nxt 
July, and I have no doubt it will run over 
that figure. He bas as rich a claim as 
there 1s in that locality. Binder is the only 
one of tbe 200 men on the craft in which 
he went up the Yukon that has s'ruck it 
rich, #0 far as I know. 

‘Ob, yes, I believe all the claims on El 
Dorado, Bonarza, Beir Hunker, All Gold, 
Gold Bottom and the other creeks of which 
the American people heard such wonder- 
ful stories last summer and fall are still 
paying well. The greater number of the 
mines discovered and located in 1896 are 
yielding increased net returns now. The 
miners hive improved processes of mining 
in the Klondike and the waste of gold dust 
has been largely checked. The tamous 
claims Nos. 4, 5 and 6, owned oy Clarence 
Berry of Fresno, Cal.,, on E| Dorado 
Creek, yielded during the ficst year's 
operation $130,000 in gold. Berry sold 
the stuff at the San Francisco mint last 
August. The same claim will yicld £200 - 
000 in tbis, ths second year of its opera- 
tion. There are other mines that are doing 
proportionately well th's year. A few 
bave not done this seasoa nearly so well 
#8 a year sgo. No one dare predict how 
these placers will do in the third year of 
tneir operation. 

‘It 1s generally conceded ia Daws>n 
City that Bonanza Creek is the richest in 
the whole Klondike region It is no us: 
for people 10 go prospe:ting there now. 
Every toot of th: bercies on either side 
ot th: creek trom source to mouth hss 
been taken up. Tois creck was where 
Gorge Cormack, the Yankee squaw man, 
made the original Klondike gold discovery 
in Augu-t 1806 There sre 116 claims on 
Bonanzs Creek and an aversge of twelve 
m:n to each c'ain are employed there. 
Tte Canadian authorities ar DD iwson were 
recently fizuring that $800,000 in gold 
from Bonarza Creek was sent tothe United 
States la:t summer and tbat 84,000,000 
will be sent irom the creek in 1898. 
Frank Cosb of Low Il, Mass , who was 

once a Harvard tootball msu. and went to 
the Yukon in 1895, is still taking our gold 
on Bovarza Creek. It is rumored tdat he 
has 309 pounds ot gold ready for shipment 
to San Francisco next summer. [hats 
worth acout $77,000. He has put much 
capital in elaborate sluic+s and [ would not 
be surprised to s+e bim clean up £50,000 
or $60 000 betore August. 

‘What are the chances for an average 
man who knows nothing ahout wining and 
goes to the Klondiks now ?’ 

‘They are not nearly so good as they 
were for the average man who came to 

A DOCTORS DIRECTIONS. 
They save a daughter from blindness. 

When a father writes that yours “is the 
best medicine in the world,” you can 
allow something for seeming ‘extrava- 
gance in the statement if you know that 
the medicine so praised, cured a loved 
daughter of disease and restored to her 
the eyesight nearly lost. The best med. 
icine inthe world for you is the medicine 
that cures you. There can’t be anything 
better. No medicine can do more than 
cure. That is why Jobs S. Goode, of 
Orrick, Mo., writes in these strong terms: 

“Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla is the best med- 
icine in the world. My daughter had a 
relapse after the measles, due to takin 
cold. She was nearly blind,and was obliged 
to remain in a dark room all the time. 
The doctors could give her no relief; one 
of them directed me to give her Ayer’s 
Sarsaparilla. Two bottles cured her com- 
pletely.” 

The thousands of testimonials to the 
value of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla repeat 
over and over again, in one form or another 
the expression: “The doctors gave her 
no relief; ome of them directed me to 
ge her Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. Two 
ottles completely cured her.” 

. It is a common experience to try Dr. 
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla as a last resort. It is 
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a common experience to have Dr. Ayer's 
Sarsaparilla prescribed by a physician. 
It is a common experience to see a *‘ com- 
Plete cure” follow the use of a few bottles 
of this great blood purifying medicine. 
Because, it is a specific for all forms of 

blood disease. If a disease has its origin 
in bad or impure blood, Dr. Ayer’s Sars. 
aparila, acting directly on the blood, re- 
moving its impurities and giving to it 
vitalizing energy, will promptly eradicate 
the disease. 
The great feature of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsapa. 

rilla is the radical cures that result from 
its use. Many medicines only suppress 
disease —they push the i, down 
under the skin, they paint the complexion 
with subtle arsenical compounds, but the 
disease rages in the veins likea pent-up 
fire, and some day breaks out in a vol. 
canic eruption that eats up the body. 
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla goes to the root. it 
‘makes the fountain clean and the waters 
are clean. It makes the root good and 
the fruit is good. It gives Nature the 
elements she needs to btiild up the broken 
down constitution—not to brace it up with 
stimulants or patch it up on the surface. 
Send for Dr. Ayer’s Curebook, and learn 
more about’ the cures effected by this 
remedy. It's sent free, on request, by the 
J.C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass. 


