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What a blessed thing it is that it is no
longer fashionable to be young, that is to
be in the first flash of extreme youth! At
least it is a delightful thing for us who have
left our salad days behind us and are thor-
oughly convinced in our own minds that
there is a potent charm about maturity which
youth cannot hopeto poss.ss ; but I suppose
it is rather hard upon the debutantes to
feel that they are back numbers so to speak,
until they have been set aside for a few
years to ripen. But alack, and alas! that
is just where the young things bave the ad-
vantage of us, they are perfectly certain of
obtaining the attraction which matur-
ity brings if they only live long enough,
while we bave bidden good-bye to our
youth forever and must make the best
of what remains to us. Perhaps that is the
very reaton thit the mature woman 1s at-
tractive, she is to anxious to get the ut-
most ou: of life that she makes the best ot
herselt, as well as of everything else, and
therefore she is liks a carnaticn which is
always sweetest and fairest just before it
fades. I do not know whether it isso
much the custom in other countries, but in
English society it is no longer ¢ither en-
viable or admirable to be very young; it
may sound strange, but in the swellest
circles in the L.ondon of today, the fash-
ionable age tor a succéssful society woman
is between thirty and torty. A few years
ago it was a terrible thing to be thirty,
while the woman of forty was looked upon
as an utter mistake in society, her proper
place was at home and that is where she
should have sense enough to remain, sea:-
ed in solid respectability with cap and
spectacles, either reading, occupied with
fancy work of the more decorous kind such
as fancy knitting or perhaps tatting, as be-
came her sge ; or else engaged ia looking
after« her house. But the world wags
apace, and things change so that everyone
seems to have their turn.

The women of whom we hear the most in
the London of today are not by any means
the buds, or even the belles in their third
season, but the women who are frankly and
openly middle aged, and who actually seem
to glory in the fact. Ot course for those
whose rank is sufficiently exaltad to entitle
them to a placein the pages of the merci-
less volame known as ¢-Dcbrett’s Peerage,”
there is no such luxury as preserving a de-
cent silence about their age, as anyone may
read it who will. It is one of the drawbacks
of exalted rank to live in a perpetual glare of
publicity. The lovely Countess ot Warwick,
for instance would have been calmly dis-
missed from further consideration as
“:passee” a few years ago, but now she is
one of the most conspicuous figures in Lon-
don society, still a most beaitiful woman,
and still a power to be feltin the social
world. Thea there is the Dowager Countess
of Dadley whom everyone knows to be a
grandmother, but who cares? She is still
known as the ‘‘lovely countess,” and the
light of her blue eyes can still attract as
many moths as would satisty the heart of
the most exacting of debutante. She is
going to marry again it is said, may be al-
ready married for aught [ know, and is a
reigning beauty in spite of her years.
Lady de Grey, known as the Tall Countess
is yet another instance of th2 ascendancy
ot middle age, for she is supposed to be the
most talked about, as well as the most en-
vied woman ot her time.

And it is not only our sex who profit by
this curious turp of the wheel, our brethren
are having their chance also, and it is said
to be thorough!y appreciated in the charm-
ed circle known as ‘‘the best set” in Lon-
don may rangein age from thirty-five to
fitty. What a millenium it is for the men
and women who have ‘lived.” How de-
voutly they are hoping that their day
may prove a long one, and the sunset
glory be prolonged, before the inewitable
twilight closes in, and leaves them nothing

THE LIQUOR HABIT—
ALCOHOLISM.

I guarantee to every victim of the liquor
habit, no matter how bad the case, that
when my new vegetable medicine is taken
as directed, all desire for liquorjis removed
within three days, and a permanent cure
effected in three weeks, tailing which I will
make no charge. The medicineljis taken
privately, and without interfering with
business duties. Immediate results—nor-
mal appetite, sleep and clear,brain, and
health improved in every way. Indisput-
able testimony sent!sealed : I invite]strict

investigation.

A. Hutton Dixon,
No, 40_Park Avenue, Montreal, Que
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SCIENTIFIC
DRESS CUTTING.

Awn

Dressmaking and Millinery taught
thoroughly as our Academy or by mail. "

F rst class certificates granted to
pupils when proficient enabling them to
obeain good situ itioas or start in busi-
ness for themselves., Shorter courses
also taught in catting and fitting for
home use, Terms moderate.

For any further information address.

National Dress Cutting Academy,
88 St. Denis St., Montreal.
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to look forward to but ‘‘the cold light of
stars.”
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It has been rather a boast lately amongst
our cousins over the border, that the time
had actually come in New York itself when
a man coula walk into a cafe, and order a
cup of tea instead of a cocktail without
causing the proprietor and the waiters to
look around suspiciously to see whether he
had escaped from his keeper, so common
had five o'clock tea drinking become
amongst the well-to-do classes. Bat all
the same a well dressed New Yorker suc-
ceeded in causing a very decided ripple in
a leading hotel restaurant not long sgo,
just by ordering & cup of tea. He came in
quietly enough and his manner indicated
perfect sanity, but all the same the bead-
waiter, the cashier and even the customers
looked at him with as much suspicion as if
he had been a dangerous lunatic. He had
lived in London for some years, and natur-
ally tallen into English ways so completely
that he saw nothing strange about them
himself, therefore when ordering his re-
fresbment he asked, in the most matter of
fact manner imaginable to have the tea
Jeaves brought to him dry, with a kettle of
boiling water, so he might brew it for him-
seli—hence the atmospheric disturbance
which everyone noticed but the one who
was responsible tor it.

Sadly in Need of Help.

It was a sultry night in July. He bad
been sitting up with a sick friend, and
with his coat on his arm and misery in his
head, now followed his instinct to his
suburban bome on Walnut Hills. The
distant whirr of the night-ow.’s motor and
the pat pat of his unsteady footsteps were
the only sounds that struck his ear. Sud-
denly he stopped and listened. Wasn't
that a sob or moan, as it a human being in
distress ? Everything was silant for a few
seconds, then the mysterious sound was re-
peated. The hair ot the lonesome pedest-
risn evinced a peculiar tendency to stand
on end, and his limbs became still shakier
than they had been. He looked around,
and just when the grewsome moaning once
more broke the stillness of the night he
espied a femala figure, all clad in white,
on the moonlit front steps of the residence
in front of which he had stopped.

“Will you please help me ?” the woman
spoke in a sad and pleading voice that at
once awakeaed all the accumulated gal-

lantry in our hero. As rapidly as his

slightly paralyzed extremities permitted
he crossed the front yard and said to the
fair supplicant: ‘“What can I do for you,

madam ¥’
‘I have been locked out since 10 o’clock,

and have been waiing here ever since.
Would you please go into the house and
open the front door which a sudden
draught must have shut P’

‘But how can I get into the house P’

‘Why, the back door is wide open.’

‘But if that is the case, why in h—eaven
did you sit out hera for more than three
hours ?’

*Oh, please do not ask. Can’t you

guess ?
He guessed when he reached the front

door from the inside and fennd about one-
third of the girl's garments in the hall,
separated from the rest by the tight-fitting
door.

They say that that the value of contrast
as a means of giving character and effect
to a gown, has been a matter of actual
study amongst dress designers this season,
and, certainly the result of their labors is
sometimes rather starcling. Not only is
contrast of color sought after but of mater-
ial as well, aad trom an econemical point

of view it is very useful.
If you want to show that you are thor-

oughly up in the law of contrasts b2 sure
to have a purple collar on your blue gowrg
Ot course you will have to exercise a little
care in your choice of shades, because if
you happened to select the wrong ones,
the result would be disastrous, tor one
will utterly eclipse the other, but all the
same it is purple and blue without any
mistake, and the most surprising thing
about it is the fact that instead of thinking
how hideous it is when your eye first lights
on it, you are wondering why no one ever

tried it betore. The variety in shades of
blue is somsthing to bs wondered at, and
tha way, three or four diffsrent tin's are
made to harmoniz3 in one costume, is a
very striking exymple of the modern dis-
position of colors. It is ths right touch
which gives one's gown ths perfect finish
and proclaims it the work of an artist, while
the wrong tou:h would be fatal.

Black or white or oftener than not both,
are distinct factors in every scheme of dc-
coration this season, whather it be injgowns
or hats. Black anl white costumes sre also
very popular, especially in the transparent
miterials. Blick mousseline de soie with
Chantilly lace sprays scattered over it,
made up over white forms a very elegant
costume, and pretty effects are wrought
with plain black mousseline by using color-
ed chiffon underneath. Those to whom
dollars and cents are a matter of compara-
tive indifference add t> ths effect by having
two skirts ot chiffon in pale shades, or con-
tracting colors between the silk foundation
which is still another color, and the simple
black mousseline shirred down closely
around the hips. The effect is prismatic,
and must I should imagiae remind oae of
the celebrated Loie Fuller.

White gowns of all kinds will be very
popular this season, and here again is room
tor extravagance of the mildest description
for there are gauzes of the daintiest kind,
and the organdies batistes and Iniia mus-
lins trimed with exquisite embroideries,
frills and insertions ot lace, and agpliques
of needlework whi:h offar opportunities
tor livish expenditure. Another white
material is a decided no;elty %is lisse, in
flowered ribbon stripes, with lace designs
between  each stripe. This lovely
fabric also comes in colored designs and
makes exquisite blouses. White silk veil-
ing and crep d¢ chines make beautiful
summer dresses, and all thesethin mater-
ials are shirred, tucked and]corded in the
most elaborate manner. Some of the
skirts are trimmed with graduated;flounces
embroidered on the edge.

It would be an endless task to, attempt
to describe the diff:rent styles ot skirt
teimming, hut ruches seem to be amongst
the most popular, and they are made of
every imaginable material, ribbon, chiffon,
silk and satin, but to be fully up-to-date
they mast be narrow. Very pretty ruches
for a black dress are made of narrow black
and white lace edging shirred togethor in
one. The guimpe waist is the prevailing
feature of all the summer dresses, and
though it is not new by any means, asit
was worn all winter, there sre variations
which give it the appearance of novelty.
The chiet difference between the winter
gowns and those of today being the depth
of the yoke. The bodice proper is cut
lower to show mere guimpe, and thus
give the effect of one bodice over another.
This can be very prettily carried out by
slashes at each side and in the sleeves
showing the under bodice, or else with a
vest. Half low cut bodices for occasions
when full dress is not required are often
made in this way, with the second bodice
showing above the outer one, and again
through the sleeves. The blouse effect
teems to be another prevailing feature, but
the back is close and plain, or arranged in
tiny plaits in the centre of the belt.

Amongst the new importations of foul-
ard gowns is one of blue and white with a
dark blue mousseline de scie frount in the
blouse and skirt. This is shirred into
puffs, and a finll of the silk with black
satin ribbon on the edge finishes each side
forming a sort of jabot which is caught
down here and there witha bow. Another
new costume of blue foulard is made with
a full flounce, narrow in front and carried
high at the back. The bodice is full in
front, has a yoke of Irish lace, and is
completed with a Swiss belt and red silk
sash. A costume of heliotrope cashmere

For Evening Dress

Women find the D & A CorskerT as
well suited for evening wear as it is
for ordinary purposes. It gives
¢“chic’’ to the figure, without stiff-
ness or discomfort. It is sold at
popular prices.

Wear the D & A Corset.
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PATTERNS

Ladies’ and Child:
to all who name

COLOURS:

Navy Blue.

Holiday wear,

JOHN NOB

— “«n MODEL 894 ?
() Well-cut and finished bodice, trimmed braid 3, /
a I’Ecosse. Full wide Tailor skirt. R

The Costumes are made up in two good Z
durable fabrics.i. —John Noble Cos-

&
\
smooth-surfaced, med-; \ -
nd ii. — John Noble [ Ny
Cheviot Serge, weather-resisting and (S\FN \ i 5
weighty. \ NN N\

1 together with the new illustrated
‘en’s Fashion Book,

writing, and need not be returned.

Myrtle, Ruby, Sage, Purple, = |
Fawn, Electric, Grey and &

The Three Stocked Sizes are 34. 30, 38 inches round bust (under arms)
40, 42 inches long in front, but any other size can be specially made to measure for 4oc. extra.

The John Noble Knock- | An Old CANADIAN ot Watte, L., have
f‘;“- about | CUSTOMER writes: 1,000,000 customers on
Frocks = X a8 their books and are the Lat

for Gir I'oronto, Jan. 7, 1568 - ",
Sabint or | a8 wigh i 1 gest Firm of Costumiers inthe
3 l()_IHhH Noble [,1'1. world Three Gold

| made in good Dear Sirs,-I am very pleased | Medals have been awarded
serge, with | to haveanother opportunity of for the excellence of design,
N saddle-top, dealing with you. Ten years | make and finish of the cos
s 1'““\‘.'111‘.‘”,4 | agol used to deal with your | tumes Ladies write to the firm
pocket ‘ firm, and am quite satisfied from :l‘[]‘ parts of the Dominion
Lengths in | that yvour goods are all you | expressing their pleasure. at
front &prices: | represent them to be. the great saving of money and
| 21in. 36c..24in. | g trouble they make by going
. 4;\."] ;"'“m\',."’i‘("f ‘ Remittances should accom- i direct to John Noble, Ltd.,whe
AN NOBLE L2 é0e. ".:},,yl 19¢. | pany all orders. The best way | undertake orders for any kind
ECISTEAED for every 3in. | to remit is by money order or | of goods. Those who cannot
ESICN _ longer. Post- | dratt on London Bank. [ wait for patterns may safely
] 2hn o;:”d.-x”/;: |  Bankers:‘“London and Mid. | order straight from this
“wards is 40c. | land Bank, Ltd.” | advertisement.
Please name this paper, when ordering from

LE LTD.:::: MANCHESTER

Post, safely Ynckcd to

all parts of the Globe, and admitted to be the g77
Highest Known Value for Money.
, Costume complete, #2.50c. Postage
2, 7oc. Skirt alone for $1.35c¢. Postage 4oc.
N.B.-The total cost of the Costume with Duty
and Carriage included is under $4.
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77 1s a smart Norfolk bodice and full wide" 1 ////////)‘]\i\a‘\:\“ E
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Black, Brown,

Skirts being 38,

—

tay pipings of white on each side (

ot the cream silk muslin front and
black taff :ta revers piped with white satin.
With such adress, apecktie of cream
muslin the same as the front is worn. A
pretty blouse in the prevaiing style is made
of bayadere striped silk with double revers
of plain contrasting color. Bands of black
velvet, white satin collar covered with lace
and edged with a white chiffon frill, and a
chiffon vest, trim a blouse of figured silk.
Another model illustrates the wuse of
pipings around the sleeves and triple
collar.

A gown of blue poplin with a tolero
bodice turning back in a collar covered
with bands of ecru lace insertion and blue
satin ribhop, is something new, and un-
usual ia the new models, but the effect is
excellent. ASTRA.

The Clergyman’s Lease.

One of the most popular preachers in
London, from 1832 to 1879, was Dr. John
Cumming., a Scotch presbyterian. His
celebrity was chiefly due to bis sermons on
prophecy, wherein he interpreted the signs
of tbe times, millennial rest, the Last
Trumpet, and the Seventh Vial. Shortly
after the publication of a series of sermous,
in which the preacher had annonnced that
within a few years the present order of
things would end, the poet Tennyson was
dining with a friend at a London tavern.
In the course of the conversation the poet
said :

‘Dr. Cumming, although he his pro-
phesied the end of the world in ten years,
has just taken a lease ot the house he lives
in for twenty-one years.”

“Is that true, sir ?’ exclsimed a waiter,
rushing forward, napkin on arm. ‘You
have comforted me wonderfully, sir. I
am a fam.ly man, and I didn’t see the use

o' my being a waiter if the world was to
end so soon.’

Doctor Cumming wes a canny Scot.
He knew how to drive a good bargain, and
bad unbounded confidence in his drawing
power as a preacher. When he became
pastor of the London church, it had run
down into a poor, weak, palsy-stricken
thing. The confident young Scotchman
agreed to take the pew-rents for his sal-
ary, and to remain sa‘isfied with the same.
The trustees consented,—there was an
acre of unfilled pews,—to discover in a
year or two that their pistor was receiving
the largest salary of an dissenting clargy-
man in London.

-

Beecher’s Bon Mot

When Henry Ward Beecher was in
Indianapolis there was a store where the
different ministers used to drop in to hear
the news and to try each other's mettle
with a joke. On one occasion Mr. Beech-
e, while riding to one of the stations of his
mission, was thrown over his horse’s head
in crossing a river, and was thoroughly

soaked. The in iceat, of course, furnish-
ed talk for the habitues of the store, and,
when he made his appearance the next day
he was greeted by his good friend, the
baptist minister. ‘‘Oh. ho, Beecher, glad
to see you. I thoughtyou'd have to come
into our ways at last. You've been im-
mersed, I hear; you are as good as any of
us now.” A general laugh followed this
sally. *‘Pob, poh!’wasthe ready response
‘“‘my immersion was & different thing from
that of your converts; you see, I was im-
mersed by ahorse, not by an ass!” A
chorus proclaimed that Beecher had got
the best of the joke after all. ¥

Nothing Gained.

*Mr. Widdoby—*Yes, Willie has saved

me the work ot cleaning the back yard—
but I hgve got to clean Willie.”—Truth.

ANKLE DEEP IN PAIN,

Sinkiug in Rheumatic Mire -South Ameri
csn Rheumatic Cure Was the Saving
Strong Arm.

W. F. B:ggs, Vancouver, B. C., says:
“Five years ago I was sfil.cted with a very
acute form ot rheumatism. causng great
pain in my ankles and fest. I tried every-
thing 1 could read or hear of, and con-
sulted many physicians, and a Toronto
specialist, without receiving any benefit. I
was induced to try South American Rheu-
matic Cure. The first dose gave me
reliet—the first bottle greatly helped—and
two bottles brought me a complete cure.”’

Lots of people thinka tamily can be
supported on ten dollars a week, but the
pater familiss who earns thit amount a
week never thinks so.—Roxbury Gazette.
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» Child or Adult will find
instantaneous relief and
prompt cure

For Coughs or Colds ¢

in. the Celebrated . ..

DR. HARVEY'S

SOUTHERN

RED PINE

z Nothing like it to check and
cure a cough

i Price: oniy 25 cents per Bottle,
2~ ~Does not upset the
stomach

*

:
3
.

“THE ESSENCE OF THE VIRGINIA PINE™
THE HARVEY MEDICINE CO., MONTREAL.
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DRESS STAYS!?

If so, insist on having
THE SILK STITCHED

“ EVER-READYS ~

Impervious, Thin,
Light, Elastic,
Durable.

CALVERT’S
CARBOLIC
OINTMENT

Isunequailed as a remedy for Chafed Skin, Piles,
Scalds, Cats, Sore eyes, Chapped Hands, Chilblain
Earache, Neuralgic and Rieumatic Pains, Throa
Colds, Ringworm, and Skin Ailments generally.
Large ) Pots, 1s 1'{ 1. each, at Chemists, etc, with
Instructions.

Illustrated!Pamphlet of Calveit's Carbolic Pre-

parations sent post free on application.

F.C. CALVERT & CO. Manchester.
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