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HUNT FOR A WILDCAT. 
A DAY'S SPORT IN TAGL

ED B8UIL- 

LIVAN COUNTY SWAPS. 

Wandering Propensities of the Animal— 

Tricks by Which he Cries to Escape the 

Hunter—The Big Wildoat That/Killed n 

Deer—A Lucky Shot. 
/ 

“The bay lynx, or wildcat,” said Judge 

Crane of Port Jervis, ‘is not a striking 

example of domestic devotion. Uniike the 

hero of the popular ballad, he loves to 

wander from his own fireside, and he is 

more fortunate than most fellows in the 

ability to indulge his wayward propensit
y. 

Most animals ot our woods are extremely 

local in their habits. The wildcat is a 

tramp. It is customary for him to have 

two liars, a dozen wayside haunts and 

at fault. 
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He is not a creature of habit. Occassionally 

he curls himself up like a house cat and 

sleeps on the ground, hunting usually by 

nig's, and sometimes two weeks may 

ople before he regains his starting point. 

Without doubt he keeps this roving up all 

the time, although it if only during the 

winter months, when the snow holds the 

record of his wanderings, that we can be 

sure of his movements. For this reason 

too the winter is the only time we can hunt 

him scientifically. It he is disturbed by 

man he will pike off for the more distant 

home, perhaps running for eight miles in 

a perfectly straight line. It you can set 

a dog upon his bot track he will take to 

the nearest swamp or patch of briers, and 

wind and twist and turn until he almost 

unseats the reason of the calmest and 

most calculating old hound that ever fol- 

lowed a trail. He will not take to water 

or resort to other methods of obliterating, 

his trail than a deer adopts. He msmply 

goes round and round in the thickest brush 

he can find, depending all the time on 

mere strength and grit and endurance to 

win out and throw off the persisling hound 

He is not afraid of the dog, but the latter 

bores him by his persistency, and be re- 

gorts to the same measures adopted by 

the man who owes you $10. Itis very 

difficult to tree a wildcat. Sometimes 

after being hunted for hours in the way 

1 have indicated, a fresh and fast hound 

might make him climb a tree, but this is 

rare. The man who shoots a wildcat 

without understanding these principles is 

lucky. 

‘Last week Lew Boyd, the presiding 

genius of the hunt at Hartwood, telephoned 

to me that he had tound the fresh track of 

a cat. 

« «That cat’s come back from Eden,’ 

was the way Lew put it—Eden was the 

second place of rosidence of this particular 

cat—- and he’s on this side of the the Mon- 

icello road, now.’ 

se I telephoned to Miles Sturtevant to 

come down trom Hartwood the next morn- 

ing to meet me. I met his wagon on the 

road four miles from town. We bnmped 

our way over the turnpike to the top of 

Sullivan county, and then turned into 
the 

old Texas road, picking up Lew Boyd and 

his hound on the way. Three miles fur- 

ther on the Gray road strikes out tothe 

east at right angles. Here we dismissed 

the wagon, chained the hound and walked 

on in the direction of Gray Swamp. At 

the head of Gray Swamp we found the 

tracks of a big cat pointing toward the 

swamp. and a few yards further on we 

came upon a similar track crossing the 

road in the opposite direction. Lew assert- 

ed confidently that the two tracks were 

made that day, and by the same, animal, 

and the question remained to be decided 

on which side of the road he was at that 

moment. He was of the opinion that the 

cat was in Long Swamp. So we trudged 

through the woods for three miles along 

the top of a low ridge. 

‘We passed innumerable deer tracks on 

the way. As we neared Long Swamp we 

put up a fine deer that went dashing off 

toward Port Jervis, and a little later 

another jumped through the brush close 

by. Long Swamp is of the shape of an 

enormous two-fingered hand, covering 

hundreds of acres. After we gained the 

swamp the sun went under the clouds, and 

even the instinct of direction possessed by 

Lew Boyd, trained woodsman as he is, was 

off home, whic r 
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‘Gray Swamp 
livan county? '® the worse place in Sul- 

It is perl It is almost impenetrable. 
usu betly flat, and in add'tion to the 
laagf dense underoush it is overgrown with 

arel whose branches are interplaced so 

deltly tbat it seems impossible for any 

creature to get through. I would not 
cross Gray Swamp for money; for a wild- 
cat, I might. Unless be had winded or 
sighted us the animal was somewhere in 
the neighborhood, and we bad reduced all 
likely hiding places to the depths of this 
swamp. Lew told me to go in and select 
as open a position as I could find while he 
walked around the swamp to look for 
tracks leading out. I wriggled and twist- 
ed and tore my way through the brush 
until I found a well-worn deer path 
along which I came upon several of 
their round beds. One of them, a little 
larger than the others was surrounded by 
the tracks, not much larger than a copper 
cent, of two fawns. It was pretty tough 
work getting inside of that swamp,and long 
before I had a suitable position I heard 
the deep bay of the hound. A moment 
later something heavy bounde’ through 
the brush within fifty feet of me. I couldn’t 
see a thing but laurels and so I kept still 
and cursed my luck. My only chance was 
to remain quiet and wait for the dog to 
bring the animal around again. After the 
dog passed I hunted around until [ found 
a fallen log, from the top of which I could 
see for a few yards about me. The sounds 
of the hunt held on quite to the further 
edge of the swamp and then gradually 
turned. 

‘Suddenly something lithe and soit and 
raceful made a curving leap over the brush. 

f caught another glimpse of the tawny skin 
a few feet further on, aimed at it quickly 
and fired. The thing dropped and sank 
slowly among the bushes. It looked as 
though it lay crouching for a spring when 
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We made our way out by the 

aid of my QRPocket compass. 
west edge of the swamp we 
nly upon a place where the without a moment's hesitation. 
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A Prison Where 
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There Pe : 

with thy" 
bre p#° finding of employment for law- 

ers Curing their detention in the 

ent world. Work in prisons should be 
punitive, profitable to the State, and bene- 
ficial to malefactors, who ought, if neces- 

sary, to be able to turn to account, after 

they are discharged, what they have learnt 
while in confinement. All these conditions 

are fulfilled by laundry work as it is car 

ried on at Strangeways Gaol, Manchester. 

More than twen'y years ago Miss Little, 

the matron, made an innovation in this de- 
partment. Hitherto the prison laundry 

had been given up solely to washing for 
the institution. On Miss Little's initiative 

linen was ‘taken in” from outside in ad- 
dition. And ever since this system has 
been continued, with very satisfactory 

results. 

By permission of the Prison Commis- 
sioners, I recently visited (writee a repre- 
sentative) the laundry in Strangcways 
Prison. It consists of two large rooms— 
one for washing, the other for ironing, 
packing up, etc.—and is like other laun- 
dries, with only a few cxceptions. In the 
first place, the women are, of course, all 
uniformly attired, each wearing a blue 
print dress, to which is attached the usual 
numbered badge. Next, there is a par- 
tition between each washing tub for the 
purpose of preventing talking. 

‘A prisoner is not usually allowed out of 
her cell till she gets a stripe on her arm,’ 

I waa told by the officer in charge, who, 
in the absence of Miss Little, showed me 
around.’ ‘Before that can be obtained she 
bas to serve a month. But the Commie- 

sioners allow a woman to wash without a 

stripe, on cardition that she is partitioned 
off from the others.’ 
Lastly, the work is exceedingly wel] 

done, much better than in many private 
laundries that 1 have had the misfortune to 
know. I have seen showier linen than that 
I inspected at Strangeways—gloss covers a 
multitude of washing sins—but none more 
honestly and skilltully ‘got up.’ 

‘Do you select women haphazard for 
working in the wash house ?’ I asked. 

‘No,’ replied my cicerone. ‘When one 

I worked my way to it, its face toward me. 
and the fire in its eyes not yet dead. A 
moment later the dog burst thr.ugh the 
brush + nd buried his teeth in the cats re 

bat 
hound is of the Jorh Cole breed, a s'rein 

this one went at it as though he)”: But | 
known any other kind of busily ad rever 
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comes in, we ask her what she can do. If 

she says ‘sewing,’ we give ber sewing. So 
it is with other things. Cotton picking, 
though, is the last resort. Everybody has 
to do something, though we do not, of 
course, look for snything from half-witted 
women ; they do almost what they like. 

‘But if a woman is strong, and is passed 
by the doctor—that is essential—we put 
ber in the wash-house. There is an in- 
struction officer there, and she teaches her 

if necessary. The women, I may say, are 

very willing as a rule, and there is not 
much trouble with them. It is very rarely, 
too, that one is sent out of the wash-house. 
If a woman is reported for misconduct, 
she is kept out till she has permission to 
resume her work. That is a form of pun- 
ishment that is greatly disliked, principal- 
ly because the diet is so much better when 
she is in the laundry. A first-class prison- 
does not get any meat at all for a month— 

only gruel and bread. If she goes into 

the laundry, she gets a third-class diet.’ 
The difference between the two scales is 

considerable. A temale prisoner on third- 
class diet is entitled to 6 ozs. of bread and 
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lar ration for supper. 
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In Our Departments 

Is characterized by a greater degree of variety, 
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terest and often enthusiasm in young men and 
women who have become completely discouraged 
in regard to their education. It is useless to cen- 
tinue a boy or girl in aschool that seems more to 
him or her like prison life than a course of pre- 
paration for the future. 
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one pint of gruel for breakfast, and a simi- 
On Sunday and 

Wednesday she gets for dinner 4 ozs. of 
bread, 6 ozs. of potatoes, and 6 ozs. of 
suet pudding; on Monday and Fridays, 
6 ozs. of bread, 8 ozs. of potatoes, and 8 
ozs. of cooked beet without bone; on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 6 ozs. 
of bread, 6 ozs. of potatoes, and three- 
quarters of a pint of soup. 
‘How many women do you employ in 

the laundry ?’ was my next question. 
‘About sixty usually. and we keep them 

going, too. We have twenty-five washes, 
from clubs, hotels, private houses, etc., 
every week, besides, of course, the prison 
washing ; and our customers pay us about 
£22 per week on an average.’ 

‘And the hours, what are they?’ 
‘From half-past six in the morning till 

half-past five at night.’ 
‘Your workers are always comin 

going, of course,’ I remarked. 
suppose, is rather awkward?’ 

‘Well, yes, it is to some extent. But a 
number of the women come here again and 
again. We know what they can do, and 
they know their work. So the difficulty is 
not so great as might be supposed.’ 

‘Are any of the women competent to 
earn their living in a laundry after they 
leave here—I mean any of those who came 
into the prison with little or no previous 
knowledge of the washerwoman’s trade?’ 

‘Certainly, that is the great advantage 
of working in the laundry. They have a 
‘trade in their fingers’ when they go in- 
side. Many get sitnations, We very 
often have women here for eighteen 
months at a stretch. Some of them are 
employed in the wash house all the time 
they are in our hands, and when they have 

and 
‘That, I 

completed their sentences they are good 
workers.’ 

‘Does the laundry pay ? 
‘I think it returns a profit. 
Although the wash-houss in Strange- 

ways Gaol was the first of her Majesty’s ~ 
laundries to take work from outside, 
others, I believe, now do likewise, to a 
reater or lesser extent. From the 
ousewife’s point of view, thisisa feature 

of prison life that cannot become too gen- 
eral, for good washers are scare, and more 
of them that are trained the greater is the 
char ce of domestic peace—Tit- Bit 8 
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