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We are right in the midst of the Christmas holi-
-days and th3 wiater social season is in full swing,
«pening most auspiciously sni with a fair prospect
t1at the good beginning will be continued.

Christmss day was extremely quiet, around town,
#nd in fact quite like all the other Bundays in the
year, everybody going dutifully to church once or
twice during the day, and there were family re-
unio 18, but ef course the more formal events «ere
postponed until Monday. A fad of this year s:emed
to be to dine at an hotel on oae of the holidays, and
that it was quite popular and widespread was evi-
derced by the number of citiz:ns who gathered
around the magnifi rently arrayed tabies. Not ovly
homeless wanaerers were there, but whole family
parties dned in state, snd many who had guests
e1tertained them in that way. At the Royal the
prepara‘ions for the festival were unusually elab”
orate and the scene in the dining room extremely
brilliant. In sdd:tion to the handsome table decora-
tions of flowers, fruit, silver and cut glass, holly
wreathed the pictures, its bright scarlet and deep
velvety green sdding greatiy 1o the general eflect.
The menu cirds were beautiful jsouvenirs of the oc~
casion, in the form of a small booklet with slumizrum
covers, and pages rich in everythinz that the most
expert chef could devise. There was that Jittle air
of good fellowslip among the guests that Christmas
always seems to engender, and persons who had
never met before (hattad nerrily like old acquain-
tances. Tae little touch of nature that makes the
whole wo-‘ld kin wes over all, and the seasons
greetines were exchanged with sincere heartiness,

There were o ly cne or two children in the dining
room but th2y came in for a goodly shace of atten-
tion from those in their immediate vicinity; apropos
the truly merry Christmas belongs alone to child-
hood for thcugh we may have innumerable happy
ones aj.er we grow wise and know the tiuths con-
cerning all the Chr.stmas myths, when we cast off
# aata Clause wa forfeit the merry ones. Christ-
mas belongs to the first five or six years of child-
hood, and these little ones erjoy to the fullest €x-
tent 1he bliss of innocent, igaorant worship which
we have sacrificed for the folly of wisdom. 8Sor-
rows and trials come 12 all of us with the se:ius
¢vents of li‘e but none of our sorrows are hal! so
bi ter as th2 cLild’s ficst awakening to the truth
about Christmas. No wonder indignant protests
sppeared in many New York papers a few days
ago b:cause of the action of & primary teacher who
printed in large letters 01 a blackboard “There is
no such person as Santa Claus'’ together with an
admonition agsinst th s folly of all such *‘supersti-
tions.” Oae Littls fellow of gix called out in & sob=
choked voice, ““there is » Santa Claus teacher, I
know there is.” So strong was his belief in the
Saint that when further questioned by the t :acher
he said *‘It there isnt any santa Clsu -, there isn’t
any God."”

A few days ago & little boy in this city asked his
father **What did the poor little heathen fellows do
for fun before there was any Christmas” —=The
“spoor little heathen tellows” of ante=christian days
have furnished us with maay of our Chri: mas
customs, 88 Was explaived to the questioaer. Why,
13 18 the Druids we bave to th .k for one great lea-
ture cf the Christmas celebration-=the mistlztoe.

The grand festival of the Druiis a* which Tutanes
was worshipped, was celebra‘ted on the sixth day
o ths moon nesrest the new year. When ths
iacred ainiverssry arrived, the ancieot Britons
woant fortn with great pomp and rejoicings to gather
the parstie. When the osk tr:e was reached two
pure wki e bulis were bound to the tree, and the
chiet Druid, clethed im gorgeous robes of whi:®
(emblemst.c of puarity), sscended ths tree and, with
a golden knife, eul the sscred plant. As it fell it
was caught by ssotheria the folds of Wis white
robe. The bulls, snd often also buman victime,
were then sacrificed. The mistietos thas gathered
was distributed among the pesple as & protectien
against the evils of the winter.
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Turn
— Over
A New Leatf.

3 Promise I
yourself on the threshold of a

New Year, to give up the
worry and hard work and un-

pice, rich, butritious soup
after this in & huiry.

- One of fhele convenient
; ,"lit‘th Soup Squares of highest
quality (Lazcnby’s) makes
144 i)intl ot fine Soup and
Jwithout any effort on your

part either.

Lazenby’s
Soup
Squares.

Made ia England, but sold every-
where.

However interesting such subj :ct may be to talk
about the society rep rter must return to modern,
evcryday aftrirs and talk of the things thas are, not
of those that were, and the wey ia which social
life is whirling jast now.

An ideal home for a large asnze 18 Pembridge
House the residence of Mr. and Mrs.F . Herbert Ruel
The spacious parlors, lirgs roomy halls with their
handsome furnishing and unexpected cosy nooks,
and 112 various other rooms which cin be utilized
upon such an occasion make it quite the bes: houte
in 1he city for a dance like the one given by Mr.
aod Mrs. Ruel on Thursday cf this week.

It was & real Christmas party and the elaborate
decoraii)ns were in keeping with the season. Tte
drawing roo n mantles, the p ctures, a2d statuary,
chardeliers, the halls and staircases, were draped
in greens and holly. Quantities of mistletoe were
broug' t into requisition, and disposed around cosy
cospers, sitting out reoms; in fact peeped oug
rom tha m)st unexpected pacss, so that there
was really no excuse for the young man who did
not take advantage of the privilege which the
mistletoe brings with it. It however aftrded a
great deel of amusement to the young’ lolk and
kept every one merry. 4

Dsncing took place in the drawing roomr, the
glass like floors, and the exc e'lent music of Har-
rison’s orcaestra stat oned io one of the bay win-
dows with a back ground of green and scarlet, made
the tripping of the fantastic a pofitive pleasu:e.
Upstairs the Indian and Turkish room, with its soft
divans piled high with cushions, its comfortab e
easy chairs, sofily shaded li zhts dainty bric-a~brac,
and graceful palms, was & dream of comfort and
goe1 taste, It was utilized as a sittinz out
room and was & great attraction to the guests, and
indeed wss a power(ul rival of the ball room down-
stairs- Th rs was no dearth of sitting out nooks
for two other rooms were also uses and those who
hsve been entertiined st Mrs. Ruels lovely home
know jast how charming a spot the “&ibson’’ room
is, and intensely int:resting too, papered entirely
as it is with pictures from Gibson’s drawiags. Taoe
upper hall was beautifally decorated with Christ-
mas greens and holly and draped with the yaclt
ciub flags and pennants.

Supper was ee-ved in the dining room and
kitchan, this last importart apartment being fairiy
t-ansformed, with 1ts gsy decorations and pretly
furnishings. The tas’le was tastefully arrangzed
with graceful bunches of holiy and at the corners
were large bows of scarlet ribbon. Wax candles
were used wholly in lighting the dining room and
sll the lights through the house had crimson
shades.

Though Mrs. Ruel has eitartailed quite ex-
tensively since she came a bride to 8¢t. John, it
was be: ficst large dance, and the success which at
tende { it must be very gratilying t» the lady her-
self, and pleasing as well to her numerous friecds.

Mrs. Ruel's gown was of rich white »a'in and
chfi)n, with elbow sleeves and white fichu. It
was copied from an oli1 picture and was exceed-
ingly quaint and lovely. As & hostess she ex-
cels in graciousness a3d charm of manner,
with an unu:u\l amount of tact, and thoughtfulness
No attention however small was neglected, and
this comb ned with the exceptional facilities which
her home afiords made the dance & great success.
The sfl sir closed with Sir Roger De Coverley, jast
previous to which the guests donnad the fantastic
caps wh'ch came in the Christmas crsckers prese t-
ed to them. At the close of this number a loving
cup gaily bedecked with holly and scarlet ribbons
was passed aroand snd the guests sang Auld lang
Syne. Following is the order of dances and
Jist of gues:s. The programmes were pretty little
affairs in white and scarlet on the back of which
was & spray of mist'etoe and a verse from *““The
Mistletoe Bough™. The front cover had the family
crest and the date of the dance.

1. Waltz 7. Waltz,

2. Waltz., 8. Waliz,

3. Lancers. 9. Two Step.
4, Two Step. 10. Waltz.

5. Waltz, 11, Militaire
6. Polka. 12, Waltz.

LAapnres Burrer EXTRA.

SurpER EaTaas: 1. Walts, 2. Two Step, 3. Waltz,
13. Polks, 14. Waltz 15. Two Step.
S1rR RoGER DB CoVE SLEY.
Mr. and Mrs. A. Gordon Blair,
Mr. Robt. Brigstocke,
Mr. and Mrs, C. J. Coster,
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Campbel’,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Chipman,
Mr. Walter Clarke,
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Fairweather,
Mr. W. E. Foster,
Misses M. Harrisan,
Mr. and Mrs. R. Keltie Jones,
Mr. and Mrs. G. West Jones.
Dr.and Mrs, McLaren,
Mr. and Mrs. H. F'. Puddington,
Mr. and Mrs. M. 8. L. Richey,
Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Sayre,
Mr. and Mrs. S. A. M. Skinner,
Mr. and Mrs, James Jack.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Jack.
Mr. A. W. Adams, Miss Adams.
Mr. Bev. Armstrong, Mr, Allbutt.
Miss Celia Armstrong, Miss Allison.
Mr. A. Geo. Blair, Mr. C. E. Burpee.

Miss Burpee, Miss Louise Burpee.
Mr. Peter Clinch, Mr. C. V. DeBury.
Mr. C. DeBury, Misses Domville.
Miases DeBury, Miss Dever.

Mr. H. H. Fairweather, Mr. 8. Fairweather.
Mr. Percy Fairweather, Mr. C. D. Freeman.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Green, Mr. H. H. Godard,
Mr. W, F. T. Hatrison, Mr. A. B. Harrison.

Mr. J. Twinicg Hartt ~ Mr. F. H. Hartt,
Mr. J. G. Harrison, Mz, H, H. Hansard.
Misses Holden, Misses Hamilton.
Mr. R. F. Jones. Mr. F. Caverhill Jones
Mr. Simeon A.Jones, Miss Jack,

Miss Allison Jones, Mrs. J. G. Keator.
Mrs. F. Keator, Miss Kea'or,

Mr. J.L Lewis, Mrs. D. B. Laweon,
Mr. A. McMillan, Mr. H. ncIlQOd.
Mr. A. McLed, Misses McLaren,
Misses McMillan, Miss Nicholson,
Miss Oatram, Mr. A. R. Paget,

Mr. K. R. Ritchie,

Mr. B. R. Robinson,
Mr. J. M, Rovinson, jr.
Miss Robinson,

Dr. S:ewart Skinner,

Miss Puddington,
Mr. Hal Robertson,
Mr. Guy Robins n,
Mr. John I. Robiason,
Miss Randolpb,

Mr. G. B. Shannon, Mr. Spinney,

Mr. E. D, N. Sears, Mrs. Sessions,

Miss Maud Skinuer, Misses Skinner,

Miss Louise Skinver, Mis3 Smith,

Mr. C. M. L. Troop, Mr. Percy Thomson,

Mr. X. H. Tarnbull,
Misses Thomson,

Mr. W. H. Thorne,
Mr. F. Tippet,

Miss Tuck, Mr. Heber Vroom,

Mr. John Wright Wm. T. Dyson Walker
Mr. John Warner, Misses Walker,

Misses Warner. Miss Vroom,

Dr. and Mrs. Walter W. White,

Dells, Dressed and Undressed, Kid Body
and J_ointad. All pizes. Large Assoriment.
z.owou Prices. Ao{rlhur'o, 90 King

This afternoon Mrs. Ruel entert .ias abou 125 of
ber lady friends at a five o’clock tea.

The young peoples ball was an event of Friday
evening but too late for an occount in th's issne of
Pr)OGBESS.

Mre E 8.Carler and children went t» Frederic-
ton Tuesday to spend a few days with her parents
at “Linden Hall.”

Mrs. C. W.Weldon who has cor fiaed to the house
for some time throueh severe illness is convales-
cent,

Mrs. J. W. Cudlip epent a part of the Christmas
holidays with Mrs. Almon at Rothesay.

Mr. Duncan Arnold who is studviog at M<6ill
college Moatreal, is home for the Christmas holi~
days.

Miss Fowler is visiting her sis er at the Victoria
hospitil, Frederict \n this week.

Mr. N. H. Athoe, orzanist of 8t. Luke’s church
Halifax spent part of this week in St. Jobn. This
city has a wonderfully powerful and pre:ty attrac-
tion for Mr. Athoe now, in the person of Miss El a
Pa n3 bis charming little fisnce :. The engagement
is quite a recert event, and numerous go »d wishes
are being showered upon the new y engaged pair,
who have hos's of frimds here.

Mr. George B.ake Jr., cam: from Boston t>
spend the Christmas hel ¢ays with his parents Mr.
and Mrs. George Blake of Spriag street.

Dr. Qaigley spent a short time in Newcastle late-
ly with his +i ters the Mi:ses Quigley.

Mr. and Mrs. Jch Short weat to Richibucto this

‘weéek to pay & visit1o their son Mr. W. W. Sbo t.

One of the interesting events of this week was
ths narriage of Mr. J. McMurray Reid and Jessie
Maud Penler, davnghter of Mr. James Pender,
whi:h took place in 8t. Divid’s church on Wed-
nesday morning. Rev.Dr. Bruce performed the
ceremony, and & fa'l clo'rsang bymps appropriste
to the occasion. The church was beautifully de-
corated with potted plants and cut flowers, and as
th s wedded pair left the charch Miss Godari play-
ed the wedding march. The bride who wae un-
attende 1, wore a handscm 3 dark b ue tailor gown,
wi.h a most becoming hat to match her coitume,
After the cerem-n; Mr.and Mrs. Reid l2ft for
New York sni other American cities. An un-
u ually large number of elezant gif s testified to
the populari y of the cortrac iag parties.

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Borden of Halifax spent &
little while in the city this week.

Word comes from Wickham of the supposed
drowning of Miss Sybil Jones, w:ll known in this
city. On Tuesday Miss Jones :tarted to skate
across ths river from the vicimty of Case’s creek
to attend a meating on the opposite side. This is
the last that was seen of the young lady, but it is
thought that she was drowned in an air hole on the
nver. Miis Jones has several relatives i this
city.

Among the happiest of the Christmas celebrations
was the one at the Boys Iundustrial home on Wed-
pesday ¢vening, Though the night was stormy
and cold it did not prevent those who are interested
in the institution from driviog out and gladdening
the hearts of ths young inmates with real O hrist-
mas cheer; though excellent;speeches were made by
the Mayor, Magistrate Ritehie, Judge Barker, Rev
Mr. Hoyt, L. P. D. Tilley and J. E. Irvine, per-
haps the boys best enjoyed the numerous good things
that were distributed among |them. An excellent
progrsmme Was rendered during the evening and
greatly enjryed by those present among Whom
were : Judge and Mrs. Barker, Police Magistrate
and Mrs. Ritchie, Mrs. 6. F. Smith and Miss Smith
Lady Tilley, Misses Reynolds, Miss Lynch, David
Lynch j-., Edward Ritchle, Miss Wilson, Mrs. D.
Brown, Wm. Gibson, the Mayor,'[Mrs., Sears and
Daisy |Sears, Miss Scawmwmell, Mrs. 'B. Mcaulay,
Mr. and Mrs. John Bu'lock, sad Miss Bullock,
Miss McMillan, Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Mott, E. C.
Woods, and Mrs. Woods, J. E. Irvine, Mrs, Irving
and Miss Irvine, Mrs. C. N. Skinner and daughter
Mrs. A. A. Stockton, L. P. D. Tilley, H. H.
Pickett, James Hannay, snd] Rev. Mr, Hoyt and
Mrs Hoyt.

Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Worden gave a charmiog
little musicale in the of the week for the entertain-
ment of Mr. and Mrs. Brown ot Boston who spent
Christmas st Mr. Wordens home. The evening
was delightfully spent by the guestsand a recherche
little supper was served. The following are a few
of those present:

Mr. Page, Mr. A. Lindsay,
Mr. snd Mrs. Robson, 11 Mr. and Mrs. Laechler,
Mr, Robert Seely, Miss May Fleming,
Miss Nita Oualton, Miss Macaulay,
Mies Fowler, Miss Gunn,
Mr. Geo Doig, Mr. 6. Warwick,
Miss Edwards, Mr. J. O, Edwards
Misses Laechler, Mr. F. Burpee,
Mr. F. McNeil, Mr, J. Rasinnie,
Mr.F. J. Gunn,

Mr. and Mrs. Brown, Bostcn,

Mr. and Mrs. 6. F. Baird,

Mr. and Mrs. F. &. Spencer,

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Young,

Mr. and Mrs, L. White.

Lady Tilley and Miss Howlaad retorned from

1 8Bt. 8tephep this week, baving spent Christmas
with the formers mother, Madame Chipman.

Mr. W. 6. MacFarlane some time has been on
the editorial steft of the Daily Record left Thursdsy
to enter Harvard University for a special course of
study. On the afternoon of his depsrtare Mr. Mc-
Farlane was presented by members of the report-
orisl staft with a pearl scarf-pin and sa address,
Mr. MacFarlane has hosts of friends here who will
wish him eyery success in his near work.

The death of Mr, A: L. Goodwin, iwhich occur-
red on Christms éve w 8 & sad blow to the family
and friends of the deceased gentiéman. Though
Mr. Grodwin had been in poor health for sometime
the end was wholly unexpected and coming ats

time when the world is gay with Chrlstmas-tide |

festivitles was particularly crushing. Mr. Good

win leaves s widow tbree young son3 and three
sisters ali of whomhave the deepest smpathy of
those who koew the deceaszd.

The funeral was held on Monday afternoon at
3 p.m. from his late residence. His remains were
tollowed by a large concourse of people,, and inter-
ment took place at Fairville.

The baroache full of beautiful floral offerings sent
by business men, relatives and friends testified sil-
ently, but with much force the esteem in which he
was held. A particularly handsome piece in the
form of standing cros an 1 crown resting on & vase
cams from Messrs. Simmons, Amsden & Co., Bos-
ton, A large cresent star and bar with words **At
Rest” from brother<in-law ; beautiful whi e pillow
with *Father” i purple lettering; large anchor

(ConTINUED ON E16HTH PAGE.)

T Chris'mas Anmnudls, all Kinds, at Me-
Ar.hur's, 90 King srteet.,

Get Your Xmas Candy

McCLASKEY’S.

Special 5'b. box best Chocolates aud Bon-bont$1,F0
" o " (L) ‘[ oo

e 3 (1] (1] e
¢« pw ¢ W Mixture $ 1.00
Large line of Fancy Baskets and Xmas novelties.

McClaskey’s = 47 King St.
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Smooth on the Hands.

ScAP

Empire

wanted at all points.

E.C. HILL

Guaranteed
to Give
Satisfaction.
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The Noisy “Hooray”
WELCOME

of jealous
competitors is effervescent
and availeth little. It’s the
steady, undiminished “never-
let-up” demand for.eeee.

Welcome Soap,
s THAT TELLS

1] 243 uo y3Inoy

The Story of it's Worth.

THE ONLY REAL

BORAX SOALD,

CHEAP BUT GOOD'!

OUR 1899 CYCLES

LADIES’ AND GENTS’,
And Canadian «<SEE—

¢
’
King of Scorchers
LADIES AND GENTS’at----- $55.00 ¥
a=_ ARE UNRIVALLED —m }!
While others are reducing the guarantee to 60 X
¥
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days we Still Cuarantee Our Bicycles

for the Year, because our quality is right.
Agents, who can purchase ramples and push sales,

Send for price list.

& CO., Toronto.
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A SOLID GOLD SHELL STONE SET RING, warrantes,
ora CURB CHAIN BRACELET WITH GENUINE
PADLOCK AND KEY

Card, and we will send you

post paid 20 packages of AROMATIC CACHOTS
(which are a delicious confection to purify and perfume
the breath) to sell for us, if you can, at 5 cents per
package. When sold send us our money, $1,00, and we
will send you FREE for your trouble your choice of the
beautiful prizes illustrated above.

b

cachous in an bour or so,

at once, state you wish Cachous, and mention this paper and we will send them (do not wait till others
get in the field ahead of you). No money required, we take all risk. Goods returnable if not sold.

This is & clean business proposition by a company of high financial standing.

ON'T gend money. Just your
name and address on a Post

These are the handsomest and most costly free
remiums ever offered by any house with a view to
jcrease their sales. Any energetic person can sell the

Send us your name and address on a Post Card

Snowdon Chambers,
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you purchase on our system.

logue free.
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TISDALL SUPPLY CO.,

 that way, but if you will take the
time to consult us, we will convince
5+ you of the possibility of securing a

= s %s = piano on such easy terms of pay-

ment that you will scarcely feel it as an addition to your regular ex-

nditure.” The years slip around quickly and before you know it
you will absolutely own a first-class piano free of any encumbrance if

Come and see us, or if
distance write us and we will mail you a beautifully i lustrated cata-

W. H JOHNSON CO., Limited.
PIANOS & ORGANS, Srmitsem sts. Halifax.

TORONTO, Ont.

Well! There are many who feel

ou live at a

. e e S
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