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WERE WOMEN GAMBLE. 
PLACES IN LONDON WHERE MONEY 

IS LOST AND WON. 

Some Swell Houses Where Gambliog is 

Extentively Indulged in-—Stakes for 

Which They Play—Incidents of Various 

Evening’s Games. 

Remembering the proverb that all 

women are born gamblers, the writer of 

this article applied to a lady whom he 

considered likely to be well informed, to 

know whether there were any ways thort 

of Monte Carlo by which ladies might 

Tegularly gratify a passion for playing 

high. 

‘Oh, yes,” she said; there are regular 

houses and regular sets in London where 

high play is carried on. In one set that I 
know you can play poker every day of the 

week— yes, including Sundays—aiternoon 

and evening at differert houses, and meet 

very much the same people atall. Asa 

rule, there are two tables, ore for high and 

one for low play. I never play at the 

high table, but I always take from forty to 

fitty pounds with me in case of accidents. 

‘On one occason I lost the whole at a 

sitting, and ran into debt another forty as 

well. But that’s nothing to the high table. 

Lady Mary M——told me that on one dry 

she lost five hundred pounds in a very short 

time ; then won it all back, and was a 

thousand to the good; lost all that and 

gome hundreds as wel’, and finally swept 

the entire board, and rote tw:lve hundred 

to the good. That was an exciting ever- 

ing if you like. 

“Then I know several ladies who have 

weekly ‘at homes’ at which you can play 

roulette. The play takes place in ihe din- 

ing room. There is a regular wheel, two, 

or even three, tables; the hostess takes the 

bank, certain of the male guests are atked 

to act as croupiers, and the gamblers are 

provided with rakes to push their stakes 

about with. Itis Monte Carlo on a small 

scale. There may be a low limit to the 

stakes, or there may be a high one. Prac- 

tically it depends in most cases on the num- 

"ber of the players and the wealth of the 

hostess. 

«] have been in a room where the lowest 

stake was a sovereign and the limit fifty 

pounds—that is, it was not permissible to 

stake more than fitty pounds on one num- 

ber or other chance, though the player 

could take as many chances as he liked at 

fitty pounds each on one turn of the wheel. 

If he staked fifty pounds on a number and 

it turned up, he received thirty-three times 

his stakes that is, £1 650. 

‘But, as a matter of fact, most players 

only arrived at the maximum by doubl- 

ing—that is, began with a sovereign, or 

five sovereigns, lost that; doubled the next 

stak?, lost that; doubled again and so 

went on, until they stood to win £1,650 or 

to lose fifty pounds in addition to their 

other losses. Of course, it seems a lot 

for the bank to pay, but then you must 

remember that there were some forty or 

fifty peopl: playing, and perhaps the bank 

might rake in all the big stakes and only 

pay on a single sovereign. 
‘At other houses loo, banco, trente ¢t 

quarante, baccarat, and Newmarket are 

the games, and where there is a bank it is 

often taken not by the hostess but by the 

person who will buy it by auction —that is, 

will put most in the pool for the privil:ge. 

You will observe that these afternoons are 
simply for gambling. There is no conviv- 

ial excitement beforehand or during play. 

The ladies take aiternoon tea. The men 
usually can get a whisky and soda in the 
back dining-room if they want one; but it 
is no case ot drinking deep to drown 
loses, and gambling hard through intox- 
ication. The guests come in from the 

light of day. There are just three hours 
for play. They go away to dress for din- 
per. In the evening, of course, there is 

more of the element of excitement, and the 

gambling may go on till three or four ia 

the morning. 
‘So businesslike is the thing that I could 

tell you of a woman who owes her rise in 
society simply to her poker evenings. 

She gave excellent dinners betoreband, 
and afterwards card-tables were laid out 
for whist and poker. People of rank at 
first went to her house just as to a gamb- 
ling hell. She was tactful, hospitable, 
impervious to snubs, took care not to win 
much, and lost with good temper. Well, 
pow she is intimate with all the poker set, 
and though they laugh at her occasionally, 
and call ber house ‘the Casino, her posit- 

ion is firmly established.’ 

‘Is there much plucking of pigeons go- 
ing on ?’ I said. 

‘Well, there is no decoying, such as you 

read of—women deliberately luring young 
men to gamble, or men drugging them; 

but if a young man wishes to gamble, he 
will be invited all round, and no 
one will care if he is stripped of 
his last]sixpence. If he can’t afford it, he 

has no business to play. And I could 
mention several men—the merest nobodies 

with money—who have got on and make a 
large acquaintance by getting known as 
poker players. These were very keen on 
the game, usually lost. and did not at all 
mind losing.” 

“You will excuse the question, but is 

there ever any suspicion of cheating? 

“On, dear, yes. C.rrain ladies are 

known to cheat when they g-t the chance, 

1 don’t mean to say tbat they keep cards 
up their sleeve, but they pav short, or 

don’t stake when they ought to, or increase 

or diminish their stake, when it is possibles 

after the chances have been called. I 

bave seen very odd things, I can assure 
you. On one occasion a la’y leant 

across the table aod box d the 

ears of anothir so violently that h:r 

hair was knocked all on ove side The first 
said that the second was “heating, and there 
was a great fuss. The queerest part was 
that the firs® was a notorious cheat herself; 
but evidently she considered herself entit- 
led to a monopoly. Both these ladies were 
of high rack. 

‘On another occasion one lady accused 
another ot looking over her hand, saying 
that she could cever have played as she did 
unless she knew what w s in tha band. The 
other was turious, flung her cards on t ‘e 
table, and abused her accus'r in un- 
measured terms. Finally she turnel on the 
unfortunate hostess, and abueed her for 
knowing ‘such a woman’ as the first. When 
I add that tbe two belligerents were sisters- 
in-law, you will understand the lengths to 
which the gambling mania drives its vota- 
ries. 

RESTIN MANILA. 

Every Year Has 129 Holidays—Only Two 

Hours for Luncheon. 

Outside of the Spanish colony in Manila 
there is little cars tor the fashions as they 
change from season to season in Europe 
and America. The same mantel and coat 

does in summer and in winter—or, more 

accurately, in the wet season and in the 
dry. There is cever any frost and never 
occasion for furnaces or open fires. Ex- 
cept for cooking there is plenty of heat in 
the atmosphere the year around. 
Men wear white duck suits, with thin 

flannel or silk underwear, no linen shirt 

or collar, white pith helmets, and white 

canvas shoes the year round. The Span- 
iards and the Spanish half-castes go 
in for style a little more. The Spaniards 
are haughty and fond of displaying their 
uniforms ot blue and white and their gold 
trimmings. The half castes, Mestiza, are 
equally fond of display, but their attire is 
something of a compromise between 
European and Chinese modes. 

Besides the one year out of seven that 
all foreign employees of the great mer- 
chantile houses represented in Man la bave 
given to them as “‘bome leave,” there is a 
month’s vacation each year, a regular holi- 
day each mon'b, and all the saints’ days 

and Spanish, French, English, G:rmn 

and American holidays. Not to observe a 

saint's day in Mamla is sinful, and every 
one holds such sintulness in special de- 
testation Figuring on all th saints’ days, 
Sundays, and general holidays, there are 

129 days in each year whea these people 
do not work. 

Clerks earn from $2,500 to £5 000 a 

year, besides having lodgings found, a 

mess allowance, medical attendance, and 

travelling expenses. In many cases their 

rooms are over the offices. They work 
from daylight till noon, rest for two or 
three hours, and then till five o'clock, but 
tbey have much freedom in choosing their 
hours and are hurried only on mai! days. 
There are many excellent bands in 

Manila, and open-air concerts sre given 
every evening ia fair weather. Theatrical 
companies, both native and foreign, play 
through the season. The Mestiza chorus 
girl is alluring. Inthe cathedral and the 
churches the mu ic is always good though 
it is startling to ths newcomer to hear, as 
he will in some services, a Gloria from 
Trovatore,” the credo with music from 
**Barbiere,” and the Elevation from 
“Traviata”. 

Pets of a Learned Man, 

Sir Henry Rawlinson, the great author- 
ity on Persian inscriptions, wrote his **Me 
moir” in a summer house overhanging the 
Tigris, where the outside heat ot 120° 
was reduced to 90° by tha action of a 

water wheel which poured a continuous 
stream of water over the roof. 

For recreation while writing his book, 

Rawlinson-inculged in petting wild animals 
He had a tame leopard ramed Fabad 
which he brought to England and present- 
ed to the Zoological Gardens at Clifton 
near Bristol. Whenever Rawlinson was 
in England he would visit Fahad. As 
soon as the beast heard his cry. ‘‘Fahad ! 
Fahad !"” it would rise from the floor of its 
cage, approach the bars, and then, rolling 

on the floor, extend its head to be scratch- 
ed. . 
Once the keeper, who did not know Sir 

Henry, on seeing him patting the leopard, 
exclaimed : 

‘Take your hand out of the cage! The 
animal's very savage anu will bite yeu. 

‘Do you think so? said Sir Henry. ‘I 
don’t think he’ll bite me. Will you, Fahad ?’ 
and the beast answered by a purr, and 
would hardly let the hand be withdrawn. 

3 a? 5 bo HIE RATAN 

He also had at Bagdad a pet lion, which 
had been found when a kitten on the bank 
of the Tigris—its mother having b:en shot 
—and brougbt to 8.r Henry. He alone fed 
it, and the lioa when grown would follow 
him about like a dog. Oae hot day the 
l'on moped and rejected its food. It paced 
about the master’s room, and he, being 
very busy, called two servsn s to take the 
lion away. 
The lion wou'd not go with them, but 

drew nearer its master, ani at last sat 
down under bis chair with its head between 
his knees. 

‘Oh,’ said he, ‘It he won’: go let him 
bide.’ 
The servants were out, and Sir Henry 

wrote on The lion sank from a sitting 
position into th.t of a ‘lion couchant.’ A'l 
was quiet for several hours rave the scratch- 
ing ot a pen. When his work was over the 
master put down his hand to pat the pet. 
Tae hoa was dead. 

Serpent’s Venom 

Prof T R. Fraser, of Edinburgh, who 
has made a study of rerpent’s venom, and 

suggested meansf or rendering it inert by 

‘Antivenine,” has recently call. d attention 

to the circumstance that serpent's venom 
when introduced into th2 stomach of an an- 
imal will produce no injurious effect »l- 
though the amount of poison swallowed 
would be sufficient, if introduced beneath 
the skin to kill 1 000 animals ot the same 
species and weight. He attributes this im- 
munity from harm to the action of the bile. 
He has turther rscertaoned that the bile 

of serpents when mixed with venom will pre- 
vent it from producing death, even when it 
is present in very small quantity. The bile 
of some other animals also possesses this 
antidote] quality, but not to the same ex- 
tent as the bile of snakes. 

Modern Battleships. 

The armament of some of our modern 
first-class battleships is capable ot discharg- 
ind in two minutes over 30,000Ib of metal. 
not including the discharge from tse small 
machine guns. This is at the rate of 
about seven tons a minute. The four big 
guns of new battleship Goliath are capitl: 
ot firing 14 600lb. in two minutes, the 
oggregate muzzle energy being equal to 
litting a battleship of 14 000 tons thirty- 
five feet, orlifting 528,320 tons one foot. 

01d Regiments, 

The oldest British regiments dates back 
t0 1660. The oldest Austrian regiment is 
said to have been raised in 1618, the old 
Russion regiment in 1700. The old 
French Army boasted of regiments raised 
in 1556. These were disbanded at the 
time of the Revolution, but were again 
brought together by Napoleon, being fio- 
ally dispersed on his dowatail oy ¢ke Bour- 
bons. 

Art Penmanship. 
This is a distinctly new busi- 

ness, making bookmarks, hat 
bands, window signs for mei- 
chants, engrossing resolutions. 
You can learn this beautiful 
art in a short time, and can 
then earn a good deal of 
money at hom, or teaching 
or traveling, just as you pre- 
fer. I teach you to do this 
beautiful work eutirely by mail 
and when you are competent | 
will employ you to work for 
me or start you cut for your- 
self. A thorough and com- 
plete course by mail for $10, 
Shorthand $10. Practical 
bookkeeping $15—all individ- 
ual instructions by mail. Circu- 
lar Free. 

S. P. SNELL, Truro, N. S. 

OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS, 

Announcements underthis heading not exc ding 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 26 cents each 
insertion. Five centsextra for every additions; 
line 

A GENUIN FOUNTAIN PEN FOR 35c¢. 
Imita.ion hard rubber barrel 

with goid-piated pen. Satisfaction gaaranteed. 
Postpa.d 35 cents. BRUNSWICK Noveury Co., 
Bosto. , Mass. 

Ww A NTEDZ: an Old Established House—~High 
Grade Man or Woman, good Church 

standing, willing to learn our business then to act 
as Manager and State Correspondent here. Salary 
$900. Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope to 
= T. Elder, Manager, 278 Michigan Ave. Chicago, 

STAMPS COLLECTIONS and old stamps 
bought for cash. State size of 

collection or send list. For particulars address 
Box 358 St. John, N. B. 

RESIDENCE at Rothesay for sale or to rent 
tor the Summer months. That 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop- 
erty aboutone and a half miles from Rothesay Sta- 
tion and within two minutes walk of the Kennebec= 
casis Rent reasonable. Aer! to H. &. Fenety, 
Barrister.at-Law, Pugsley Building. 24 otf 

No Summer stony © 

Vacation, 

ST. JOHN'S COOOL SUMMER WEATHER, 

combined with our superior ventilation facilities, 

make study with us just as agreeable in July and 
August as at any other time. 

Just the chance for teachers and others to take up 

the ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND and our 

NEW METHODS (the véry latest) of BUSINESS 
PRACTICE. 

Students can enter at any time. Send for ( ata 

p-. 8. KERR & SON 
Oddfellows’ Hall. 3 y 

oi 
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HOUSEKEEPERS, if you have not tried 
Tetley's Elephant Brand Teas, you should do so at once. 

These Teas are put up especially for family 

use.— Wrapped in air tight lead packets, the flavor 
and purity in ensured to the consumer, who is also 
protected as to the correct value by having the 
RETAIL PRICE PRINTED ON EVERY PACKET. 

Sold by most grocers in Canada and the United States. 

25c. to $1.00 per Ib. In % and 1 1b. Packets. 
If your grocer cannot supply you, write us and we will 

see that your order is filled. 

JOSEPH TETLEY & CO., London, Eng., Canadian Head Office: 14 Lemoine St., Montreal. 

Have You Seen 
Our Latest in 

Ranges? 

The Prince Royal is fitted 
with an Improved Clinkerless 
Grate, which can be removed 

without disturbing the linings. 

Special trimmings for Burn- 
ing Wood. 

Easy on Fuel, Quick in 
Operation, Handsome in ap- 
pearance. 

Castings smooth and well fitted. Every Range guaranteed 
to work satisfactory, 

EMERSON & FISHER, 
EZ NOW WE HAVE IT! £3 

(JLEASON’S HORSE BOOK 
The Only Complete Authorized Work By America’s 

KING OF HORSE TRAINERS, 

PROFESSOR OSCAR R. GLEASON, 

Renowned throughout America and recognized by the United States 

Gove nment as the most expert and successful horseman of the age, 
The Whole Work, comprising History, Breeding, Training, Breaking. 

Shoeing, Buying, Feeding, Grooming, Doctoring, Telling Age, {and 
General Care of the Horse. 

No one can focl you 

on the age of a 

horse" aiter 

you have 

You wiil know all 

about a horse 

after’. you 
have 

subduing 

¢ Black Devil,” 

the man-eating 

stallion, at Philada., Pa. 

P. T. Barnum, with 

his big show. ever did. 

416 Octavo Pages. 173 Striking Illustrations’ 
Produced under the direetion of the U. S. Government Veterinary 

Surgeon. In this book Prof. Gleason has given to the world for the first 
time his most wonderful methods of training and treating horses. 

10.000 SOLD AT $3.00 EACH. 
But we have arranged to supply a limited number of copies ‘to our 

subscribers ABSOLUTELY FREE. First come, First served. 

Ou R diese of the fact that thousands upon thousands=of these:books have been 
a 

riod send a copy free, post together with The Progress for one year, on 
Fecelpt of $2.00 - 1... subscrintion rate. Old su on Shee 

$3 00 each, we have by a lucky hit arranged to and will for a limited 

Offer regular 
receive y of the book by sending $2.00 and have their subscription advanced 
one 
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