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is, they so often contrive to transfer that 

feeling to you! 
‘Not a bit of it. Now see here, Vere. 

Will you let me have a chance with that 

brute ?’ 
«Of course I will, if you really wish it.’ 

Sir Gerald, as he spoke, beckoned a 

couple of grooms to spproach. 

«Mr. Rochetort will ride Sultan!’ he said. 

‘Bring hum out, if you can.’ 

g It, was, indeed, a work of difficulty to 

ot the animal out, for it kicked, and 

reared, and showed its teeth in the most 

vicious manner imaginable. gy 

A bite or a kick seems almost inevitable. 

When Rochetort approached, it struck 

out with its bind hoots, paced and r
eared, 

and all + ut succeeded in extricating itselt 

f the hands of the two grooms who 

ahd one at each side of its head. 

With one swift movement, Rochefort 

vaulted into the saddle; but the moment 

the animal felt him there, its rage became 

tremendous. 
It went down on its haunches, it tried to 

throw him over its bead, it kicked and rear- 

ed, and plunged with increasing violence, 

while its eyes rolled widly, and its wicked-
 

looking teeth were bare. 

‘You'll never do it, sir,’ said one of the 

grooms, respectiully. ‘I've never scen 

such a demon as this beast is. I'm sure 

and certsin hel do you a mischief, sir, 1if 

you try to stick on him.’ 

‘Let go his head! said Roctefort, colly. 
I'm all right!’ 

The grooms hesitated, glancing at their 

master for ins'ructions. 
To them it seemed sheer madness for this 

slim, white-handed gentleman to attempt 

to corpe with that fierce and maddened 

brute. 
‘(rive bim his head, if you please!’ repeat- 

ed Rochetort, with just a touch ot peremp 

toriness in his tone. 

And, as no prohibition came from Sir 

Gersld the grooms obeyed. 

Rochefort stuck his spurs—he was boot- 

ed for riding—into Sultan's sides, at the 

time administering a stinging cut with his 

whip. 
‘Tne anim] ceased its kicking and plung 

ing, and, instead, tore out of the stable- 

yard with the speed ot lightning. 

Down toe carriage-drive 1t dashed, 

sparks flying from its boots, its head beld 

high in sir, its ears laid back, its eye 

wildly rolling. 
«] wish I badn't let him go,” muttered 

Sir Gerald, regrettully, as he walked to- 

wards the house. 
‘He'll come back feet foremost, that gent 

will. You just mark my words,’ said the 

senior groom to his subordinate, when 

Sultan, with its rider, bad thundered out 

of sight. ‘Do you mind how it sided up 

against that wall with Jem, and nearly 

crushed his leg into a jelly ? Well, that’s 

what it'll do with this Mr. Rochefort it he 

sticks on. It not ’ 
And the old groom shook his head 

grimly, by way of finishing the sentence. 

Sir Gerald, a little anxious and uneasy 

in mind about his guest, walked slowly into 

the house. and found Kate Lisle and More- 

wood, with Lillian, in the library. 

They had just driven over from The 

Towers, and Lillian was urging them to 

stay to take tea with her. 
‘Where is Louis ?* she asked, as her hus- 

band made his appearance alone. 

‘Why, he would ride that brute, Saltan. 

He's off with him. Iony wish he may 

come back safe.’ 
«Sultan !" exclaimed Lady Vere, in hor- 

ror. ‘Why, Gerald, I thought you said it 

was sheer suicide for anyone to attempt to 

ride him ’ 
So I did, and so I think,’ replied Sir 

(Gerald, with a troubled brow. ‘But, 

when a guest specially asks to be allowed 

to ride a certain horse, how can a man re 

tuse him ? I told Rochefort of the risk be 

ran, but he didn’t seem to care the toss ot 

a button. He declares be can tame the 

brute. He's an awful plucky fellow, you 

know. There's no mistake a-out’it! 

‘Shall we go out and watch for him?’ 

said Lady Vere. Kate, what do you say?’ 

‘With pleasure !’ 
Lady Vere rang for wraps: 

Her maid brought her a seal skin cap 

and cape. 
Kate was still wearing her bat and cloak. 

And so the whole four went out on to 

the terrace, and paced up and down there, 

awaiting the re-appearance of Sultan and 

bis rider. 
It was beginning to grow dark, when 

the sound ot hoofs was heard. 

Lady Vere shivered a little, as thouga 

with cold, and wrapped her cape more 

clostly round her as she leaned on the 

balustrade and peered into the gloom. 

+] see hm!’ she said, breathlessly. ‘He 

is riding rather slowly; but I feel sure he 

is sate!’ 
Another moment or two, and Rochefort 

could be plainly seen. 
He had emerged from the shadow throwa 

by an avenue of leafl ss trees, and was 

suffering the bridle of the horse to hang 

loosely, as he brought him. at a leisurely 

pace, along the carriage drive. 

Catching sight of the little party on the 

terrace, he took off his hat, bowing low, 

with the inimitable grace of a Frenchman. 

‘Let us go down to bim! said Sir 

Gerald. 
Descending the steps of the terrace, they 

were just in time to greet Rochefort as he 

dismounted. 
The grooms, who had been waiting 

about, in eager expectancy, came forward 

to receive ths horse from him. 
Taey uttered exclamations of sm2z: at 

the change which had been wrought in the 

animal. 
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No need to ask which had been victor 

in the contest! ” 

Sultan's satin coat was seamed with 

many a weal, the foam around his mouth 

was flecked with blood. 

Quite evidently he bad been severely 

punished ; quite evidently, too, his punish- 

ment had tamed him. 
He stood meekly, with downbent head, 

trembling very much, but perfectly docile. 

Whea the groom took hold of the bridle 

and led bim away, he made no resistance, 

but tollowed as obediently as a Cog. 

‘By Jovs! Rochefort that’s something 

wonaertul ! exclaim yd Sir Gerald. I never 

saw such a thing in all my life.’ 
‘Are you hurt ?* asked Lilian, anxiously. 

‘Not a bit!" declared Rochetorte, lightly. 

‘He wasn’t halt so bad as you think. It’s 

only the knack that's wanted. I assure 

you I'd very littls trouble with him But, 

bear in mind, he should base killed me 

betore I'd given 12. I meant to mske him 

know who was master—and I did’ 
The lovely colour in Kate's ch2eks deep- 

ened a little, her eyes were bright with 

eagerness—ay. and with admiratiom, too! 

She was a girl who greatly admired 

deeds of daring, and Rochefort’s courage 

made the blood flow swifter through her 

veins. 
It was against her will she admired him, 

but she did admire him all the same. 

«Come into the house! said Sir Gerald. 

‘You must be awtully knocked up!’ 

‘Indeed I’m not!" said Rochefort, laugh- 

ing. 
Certainly, he did not look ia the least 

degree either excited or exhausted. 

He strolled into the house, laughing and 

chattering gaily; snd then straightway 

— Morewooe to a game at bil- 

iards. 

CHAPTER XLVIIIL 

PRIVATE TEATRICALS. 

As time went by, Kate became very 

friendly— intimate even—with Louis Roche- 

fort. 
How this had come about she herself 

could hardly have told, tor, assuredly, at 

the commencement of the ac uaintance, 

she had felt an absolute repulsion towards 

him. 
But the truth was, there was a nameless 

something in his manner which fascinates 

most women. 
His courtly deference was in itself a 

charm, and when on2 added to this his 

gilts as a raconteur, there was small won- 

der for surprise that he was almost a uni- 

versal favorite. 
Perhaps the only person who did not 

grea ly like him was John Morewood, and 

even he had to own to himselt that there 

seemed no reason for bis dishke. 
As Christmas appaoached, tbe Muggle- 

ton girls were wild to have amateur 

theatricals. 
Kate Lisle was almost as enthusiastic as 

they were, and, as for Louis Rachetort, he 

was simply willing to do whatsoever was 

required of him 
ever had his good-nature appeared to 

greater advantage than it did now. 

One morning the four girls drove over 

to Vivian Court, to consult Lady Vers 

upon the all important subj ct. 
They found her in the livrary, with her 

husband and Rochetort, and the discussion 

immediately becem: very ani nated. 
‘Sir Gerald, you wil help us—won't 

you? said Vi, eagerly ‘We thought ot 

playing Romeo and Julist. Is very am- 

bitious ot us, we know; but, ther, nothing 

else is quite so delizhttul’ 
‘If you can squeeze m2 into a minor part, 

I th uldn’c mind,’ raid Sir Gerald ‘Bat, 

remember, I dr.w the line at Romeo. 

Don’t thiok of casting me for that!’ 

‘Ob, but you'd look the character so 

splendidly !” I think you would just make 

a pertect Romeo !" 
‘No, no I" hs sai), laughing. ‘I utterly 

decline to be dragged to the fromt in that 

way! Dll be Tybalt or Peter, or the friar, 

it you ike, but not Romeo. But there's 

Rochefort here, who'll do the thing 

mn style for you. His looks fit for the part 

quite 8s much as, if not more than, I, 

and bis Listrionic pow: rs are just the thing. 

Now, don’t you contradict that, o'd fellow. 

D> you think I've forgott'n how you 

spouted Hamlet the other day. 
Vi who was the head and front of the 

manag: ment, ran up to Rochetort, with 

both her pretty hands outstretched appeal 
ingly. 
‘Mr Rochefort, will you play Romeo ?’ 

‘I wifl attempt it Miss Vi, on one condi- 

tion.’ 
‘And that ?’ 
‘Is that you play Juliet.’ 
‘Oh, no ! that isn't in my style a bit. It 

wants someone tall and stately and impas- 

sioned to be Juliet ; and I'm nonejof those. 

Comedy parts are my forte, I think. I'm 

going to play the nurse. But you'll be our 

omeo, won't you, Mr. Rochefort ? We've 

been counting on either you or Sir Ger:11, 

and you see how disobliging be is !’ 
‘Do with me as you please !" said Roche- 

fort, with a smile and a courtly bow. I'll 

certainly play Romeo, it you've sufficient 

confidence in me not to fear I shall spoil 

the whole performance. But who is to be 

the fair Capulet—the stsr of my idola'ry ?’ 

Vi crossed the room to where Lilian sat. 

‘Dear Lady Vere, we want you to pliy 

Juliet! 
Lilian made a startled, almost an alarmed 

gesture. 
‘Ob, no, dear! Please —please don’t ask 

me!’ 
Her voice was almost imploring; the 

glance of her beaufitul dark eye was im- 

‘ploring. too. 
‘But why not?’ insisted Vi, in a disap- 

pointed tone. *We made sure you tn 

help us. You would look the part so 

beautifully, and you are so cleaver. We 

all say you would make and ideal Juliet. 

Sir Gerald, come and help me to persuade 

Lady Vere!’ 
‘I'm atraid it's no use,’ replied Sir Ger- 

ald. ‘Lolian bas such a deeply-rooted 

antipathy to anything of the kind, that even 

my p rsuasions would be of no avail. Eh 

Lilian?’ 
And as he spoke he cast a loving glance 

at his beautiful young wite. 
«It isn’t that I objecte to other 

people playing,” she said hurriedly. 

‘On the contrary, I shall enjoy seeing 

you all. But for myselt, I must decline. 

I could not—oh, I ceuld not appear upon 

a stage ! 
Her voice and look were very earnest. 

A taint flush had mantled ber cheek, a 

suspicion of tears seemed to be gathering 

in her eyes. 
‘Don’t think me rude or unkind, or dis 

obliging,’ she said, after a pause. ‘A very 

paintul episode in my life was connected 

with theatricals. It is that that makes me 

say I could not bear to stand upon a 

stage.’ 
After this they, of course. forebore to 

press her, and she herself, looking tender- 

ly at Kate, who sat beside her, said— 

‘You need not go far to find a Juliet. 

Surely you could not desire a more lovely 

or graceful one than Kate ?’ 

‘No, no!" Kate protested, laughingly. 

But Lady Vere's suggestion met with so 

much favour, that she was, at length, com- 

pelled to yield. 
A very few minutes of discussion definite- 

ly sett ed the matter 
Kate was to play Juliiet to the Romeo of 

Louis Rochetort. 
* x * = * 

That afternoon Morewood, as was his 

custom, rode over to The Towers, to see 

his betrothed. 

house, he met her coming out, looking 

very charming in her sealskin cap and coat. 

‘I was just gomg for a run in the 
grounds,’ she explained. 
‘May I go with you my pretty maid ’ 

he asked, with a tenderly admiring glance. 

Indeed he must have been singularly cold- 

hearted lover, who could have helped ad- 

miring that graceful, sweet-taced girl. 

She responded in a tone as gay as his 

own. 
‘An’ it please you, fair sir! she said, 

and made him a little mock curtsey as she 

spoke. 
‘Come, then, little woman !’ 

And he tucked her hand affectionately 

within his arm, thinking, as he did so, 

what a pearl among women was this sweet, 

fair maiden to whom he had plighted his 

troth. 
It was a pleasant afternoon. 
The sky was as blue as ever it could be 

.in early spring ; the robin-redbreast hopped 

among the leafless boughs; the snow lay 

untrodden, on the roads and fi:lds. 

Its pure whiteness enhanced the delici 
ous blueness of the sky. 

It was a fresh, bright, inepiriting day— 

a day to claar the men!al cobwebs from the 

bran, or moody thoughts and feelings 

from the heart. 
To be Continued. 

“Tf it wasn’t for me,’ said the big boy 

who was trying to make the small boy ua- 

derstand his lesson, ‘you'd be the biggest 

donkey on Galveston Island.’ 

Sores 
Healed. 
Nothing like B.B.B. for healing 

sores and ulcers, no matter how 

large or how chronic they may be. 

B. B. B. applied externally and 

taken internally according to direc- 

tions will soon effect a cure. It 

sends rich, pure blood to the part, 

so that healthy flesh soon takes the 

place of the decaying tissue. 

“I had been troubled with sore 

fingers and sore toes around the nails. 

The salve I was using did not help me 

and I was getting worse. I was advised 

to try Burdock Blood Bitters, and after 

using nearly two bottles my sores were 

all healed up. 1 , 

consider B.B.B. a Burdock
 

wonderful blood 

purifier.” ENOCH Blood 

Seon Bitters. 

It so happened that, 2s he entered the | 

The Very Proteus of all Digeases, 
IT IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS GRIPP. 

Paine's Celery Compound the only Medicine 

that Can Cope With the Dread Visitor. 
The old enemy grippe is now prevalent 

in many sections of the land, and, as in 

the past, it is the same old insidious foe— 

cruel and deadly. 
The late eminent Eaglish physician, Sir 

Morell MacKenzie, hald that grippe was 

the result ot **poisoned nerves ” Sir Mor 

rel compares it to an extraordinary dis- 

turbance in the telegraphic system prc- 

duced by a thunder-storm, which is nothing 

compared with the freaks played by the 

ling conductors in the humsn body when 

the governing centres are out of gear. 
It is certain that the majority ut medical 

men now agree about the theory of 

«poisoned nerves,” which explains the 

almost inffnite variety of the attacks that 

mark the disease. The profound impres- 

sion mide on the nervous system by the 
poison explains all the after effects of the 

malady, and more especially that curious 

loss of vital energy experienced by victims 
of grippe. 

In past seasons, when grippe was epide- 

mic, the ablest and most thoughtful doc- 

tors prescribed Paine’s Celery Compound, 

a medicine that acts directly on the nerves 

of the body, cleansing them from all dead- 

ly poisons, toning and bracing up the en- 

tire system. In this way fresh vitality is 

quickly bestowed and sound health re- 

stored. 

The mysterious visi‘or grippe may pass 
many of us this autumn and winter; we 

have, however, no guarantee that we shill 
be spared, so thst it behoves all to be 
prepared tor the arch enemy. 
To those who are run down, weary, 

tired, sleepless, nervous, who have periodi- 

cal headaches and debility, we ray, “Use 

Paine’s Celery Compound to fortify the 
system for all emergencies.” Physically 
strong men and women are not readily at- 
tacked by disease ; the hal -well and weak- 

ly mortals are the first victims. At this 
time precaution and prevention are all- 
important ; the banishment of nervousness, 

sleeplessness, langvidness, debility and 
headache should be fi-st thoughts with old 
and young. 
To sately guard against grippe snd all 

other common diseases, Paines Celery 
Compound is the one effective medicine— 
the only sure preventive ot danger. 

Do not be misled by dealers who attempt, 
for the sake of large profits, to substitute 
something they call just as good; where 
bealth is concerned there is no other medi- 
cice that can take the place of Paine's 
Celery Ccmpound and give satisfaction to 

those who are anxiously desiring a new life. 
ron—— 

South American Pickpockets, 

Practice makes perfect even in wrong- 

doing, and in the use of what seems to be 

very awkward means. A writer in the 

Boston Transcipt says: The Gauchos, 

or dwellers on the extensive plains of 

Buenos Ayres, are marvellously dexterous 

with both bands and feet. Many of them 

have acquired, through long practice, such 

skill in using their toes icstead of fingers 

they can flng the lasso and even pick 
pockets with them. 
Some time ago a Erenchman, who was 

fishing in one of the rivers of Buenos 

Ayres, was marned to be on his guard 

against the light-fingered natives. He 

forthwith kept a vigilant watch upon bis 

companions, but, nevertheless, one day 

when his attention was close rivited on his 

float a wily Gaucho drew near, and deli- 

cately inserting bis foot, extracted the 

Frenchman’s hooks and other valuables 
trom Lis pocket. 

NOVEMBER DYEING. 
Success, Profit and Plea- 

sure When Diamond 

Dyes Are Used. 
meen re 

Thousands of city and country wownen 

and girly will dye during the month of 

N. vember. Old dresses, costumes, capes, 

jackets, wraps, shawls, and clothing for 

men and boys will ba brought from attics, 

closets and boxes, and prepared for the 

dye bath. 
It is sate to assert that every wite, moth- 

er and daughter who has heard of the 

wonder-working Diamond Dyes will use 

them in preference to any other make of 

dyes. 
It is unnecessary to dilate upon the 

many grand results that users of Diamond 

Dyes obtain. A few years will tell the 

story. The Diamond Dyes will make 

the old things look as fresh and as good 

as new, and will give colors that sun or 

washing cannot fade. The unfortunate 

women who are induced by some dealers 

to buy imitation and adulterated dyes will 

certainly suffer loss of money, time and 

materials. 
There is profit in home dying only when 

the Diamond Dyes are used. See that 

you get the ‘Diamond” from your dealer; 

refuse all imitations. 

General Kitchener's Rapid Rise, 

It has taken but ten years for Gen. Sir 

Horatio Herbert Kitchener to rise from a 

place as a major of engineers to the pos: 

tion of major general in command of a 

division ot 25 000 men, and free the Sou- 

dan from the tyranny of the Khalifs. Like 

Lord Wolseley and Lord Roberts, he is of 

Irish birth As he 1s but forty years of 

age, his career has hardly begun, in the 

opinion of the military authorities of 

Europe. 

«All shoppers are not what they seem,’ 

said a large retail tradesman to the writer ; 

‘and there are some women of irreproach- 

able dress and manners, and who do their 

shopping in the smartest of broughams, 

who are nothing more nor less than private 

detectives employed by rival firms. Com- 

petition in business is so keen nowadays, 

that the utmost ingenuity is needed to keep 

pace with competing fizms; and a commoo 

expedient is to engsge one of these pro- 

fessional shoppers to visit shops doing the 

same kind of business as that of her em- 

ployer, to find out prices. fashions, tempt- 

ing novelties, and generally to pick up 

what information she can as to the rival's 

business methods. Her instructions are to 

see in what line of goods her employer is 

being undersold ; and she is empowered to 

order any new gown or article of millinery 

of which her employer has no ‘model.’ 
For this purpose it is essenti 1 that the 
lady should be above suspicion, and that 

in dress and speech she should command 

the attention given to the best type of cus- 

tomers. In return for these services she 
gets her expenses with a salary from £300 

to £400 a year; and from her employers 

point of view she earns it.’ 

What to Eat 

And enjoy it and feel comfortable after it, 

is the all day, everyday wail of the indiges- 

tion patient. Advice—Fat wholesome 

things. don’t worry, and take Dr Von 

Stan's Pineapple Tablets to aid Nature in 

doing the stomach work. They're a mild 

tonic, act gently on the bowels, they pre- 

vent and relieve distress. Pleasant and 
poistive. 35 cents. 

K xpectiong too Much, 

A drill sergeant was unpopular among 

his men. They found him too particular. 

One day he had on hand a party of re- 

cruits whom he was putting through the 

funeral exercise. 

Opening the ranks so as to admit the 

passage of the supposed funeral cortege 

among them, the instructor, by way of 

practical exp'anstion, wslked slowly down 

the lane formed by the two ranks, saying, 

as he did so: 
‘Now, I'm the corpse. Pay attention !’ 

Having zeached the end of the line he 

turned, regarded the men with a scrutin- 

nizing eye for a minute, and then remark- 

ed: 
‘Your ’ands is right, and your ‘eads 1s 

right, but you ’aven’t got that look of re- 

gret you ought to ’ave.’ 

Japan’s Commerce Augmentiog, 

Since the Chino-Japanes war the com- 

merce of Japan his shown a remarkable 

increase as compared with other periods 

in the history of the empire. Her imports 

last year were value at $44,940,000, an 

increase of about £5,000,000 over these of 

1896; ,the exports reached $46,059: 

100. which is an increase of 

£12,500 000. The share of the 

United States in the aggregate is set 

down at $25 050 000, while Great Britain 

has a little over $30,000 000. Japan's 

trade with Australia is also improving 
rapidly, last vears total representing an in- 
crease of 33 per cent, on the figures of 

1896. There is als» noted a tendency of 

imports to increase and of exports to de- 
crease. 
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JUDGE ano JURY. 

g The Man Who Uses 

Shoe Polish 

is his own Judge, and 

the Jury can’t disagree. 
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Special Shoe Dressings 
ON TRIAL. 

Watch 

the 

Verdict. 
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