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rmsos PROGRESS, pesto 
ST. JOHN, N.B,, SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 1898. 

NOT YET SATISFACTORY 

THE NEW DEPOT AT MONCTON AND 

ITS FORMAL OPENING. 

Something in Connection With the New 

Building That Does not Seem to Give Unal- 

loyed Satisfaction tothe Citizens eof That 

Busy Railway City. 

MoxcroN, Aug, 10—After a delay of 

just seven months beyond the time first 

new railway station has been formally 

opened to the puolic. “The ceremony,” 

as the wedding notices remark, ‘‘was a very 

quiet one,” unmarked by any demonstation 

whatever. Perhaps the early hour may 

have been accountable for this apparunt 

absence of enthusiasm, as six o'clock in 

the morning is a time when the average cit- 

izan prefers to woo the charms of Morpheus 

«ther than join in a public demonstration 

of any sort. But as it is generally under- 

stood that the formal opening merely con- 

sisted of the checking of the first piece of 

baggage which arrived at the station by 

the ever popular and genial truckman Mr. 

James McNeilf the omisson on the part of 

the average citizen is even more excusable, 

and he made ample atonement tor it in the 

evening by assembling at the station when 

the trains from St. John and Halifax 

arrived, bringing all his female relatives 

and friends and giving a decidedly festive 

appearance both to the building and its 

surroundings. Indeed so grand a spect 

acle did the brightly lighted station and 

the well dressed crowd who thronged it 

present, that a gentleman of facetious 

tendencies was heard to remark that it re- 

minded him of the Grand Union Depot 

in New York. Even if it was not quite so 

imposing as that magnificent structure the 

travelling public could not fail to be im- 

pressed by the crowd and the bustle, or to 

carry away with them a rather exaggerated 

idea of the size and commercial activity of 

our city. 

The new station is undoubtedly an im- 

provement on the old one in many ways ! 

It is fresh, clean and well, it not very ex- 

pensively, finished inside, but so far as the 

convenience of the above mentioned tra- 

velling public is concerned it must be con- 

fessed that the long looked for station 

leaves much to be desired. Itis a matter 

about which a great deal of surprise has 

been expressed that after all that has 

2 | been said or written about the confusing 

appointed for the ceremony, Moncton’s arrangements for the starting of trains from 

the old station, the same annoying mistake 

should be made when a new station with 

greatly = increased accommodations was 

built. Moncton has been noted for years 

as the most awkward station in the pro- 

vince for a stranger to either arrive at, or 

depart from, and its peculiar situation has 

been the cause of innumerable mistakes oa 

the part of travellers. In the first instance 

the traveller who did not take a cab al nost 

invariably fo'l wed the broad plaok walz 

which led from the station to the large 

and brilliantly lighted building directly 

opposite to it instead of taking the cinder 

paved lane to his right, and the result was 

that he brought up, filled with amazement 

and wrath at the back door of the General 

Offices. In departing from the city, the 

same stranger usually sought the spot on 

the platform which he remembered arriv- 

ing at, underthe impression that it was the 

customary place for all passenger trains to 

arrive, and depart from, and while he was 

patiently waiting for the train he thought 

was his, the one he should have taken pull- 

ed quietly out of the station on the other 

side. Then the traveller was naturally 

indignant, and went home and wrote dis- 

agreeable things about Moncton railway 

station to the papers. And the citizens of 

the great railway centre were deeply mor- 

tified and clamored for a new station with 

all modern improvements, even more than 

they had been doing for the past doz:n 

years. 

Now they have thadesire of their hearts, 

and it seems in danger of turning to dust 

and ashes at their touch because their very 

first visit to it at train time proved that one 

of the worst teatures of the old structure 

had been perpetuated in the new, and that 

instead of building a properly enclosed 

train shed such as one sees in all large 

cities, and which would have saved the 

government a very large outlay for the 

clearing away of snow in winter there were 

merely two covered platforms open to the 

weather at the sides. Also that passengers 

were obliged to cross one track in order to 

take the train on the second, and the old 

confusion still existed as the St. John train 

left from the second track, while the pas- 

senger was standing beside his light bag- 

gage, and waiting for it to come up to the 

platform after the train for the north had 

departed. 

This is a very serious mistake, and 

generat dissatisfaction with the arrange- 

ment was expressed, passengers finding it 

impossible to believe that thay would be 

.obliged to shoulder their valises and satchels 

and start out on a voyage of discovery over 

two sets of trackless rails in quest of their 

train. Ot course that evening was the first 

time the two trains had arrived simul- 

taneously at the new station and the ar- 

rangements may not have been completed 

but it is to be hoped that some more con- 

venient and less puzzling plan will be 

adopted eventually. 

It is also to be hoped that the bicycle 

nuisance which has so long tried the 

patience and menaced the safety of pedes- 

trians going to and returning from the 

station in the evening, will be put a stop 

to, and the walk leading to the new build- 

ing will not be used as a racing track by 

the selfish young sports who have been in 

the habit of regarding the lane leading to 

the old station as a convenient place for 

friendly trials of speed, utterly regardless 

of the safety or the rights of the ‘walking 

public.” It seems to be against the 

principles ot these young gentleman to use 

either bells or lampe, as they probably 

found it mora exciting to watch ths antics 

of people trying to get out of the way, and 

as neither the railway nor the city police 

ever interfered with them, or enforced the 

rule against riding on the sidewalks, the 

lane mentioned has been a very dangerous 

place atter nightfall. 

It 18 a matter of anxious speculation to 

those of an enquiring turn of mind as to 

why the baggage room of the new station 

was made so small, and why the rough 

brick walls have been left totally unadorned 

on the inside instead of being finished in 

something like keeping with the rest of the 

building. Can it be that the money did 

not hold out, and the baggage room had to 
pay for the elaborate tiling of the ladies’ 
dressing room ? or is it merely that the 
tormer 1s not yet finished ? 

THE COST OF GETTING WAR NEWS. 

Big Newspapers do not Hesitate to Spend 

Lots of Money for This Purpose. 

In all probability, the present conflict be- 

tween Spain and America may prove the 

costliest war on record, so far as news- 

papers are concerned. A war correspond- 

ent who accompanies a military expedition 

into the heart of Africa incurs expenses 
which are extremely heavy, but the cost of 
maintaining reporters on sea as well as on 
land amounts to a good deal more. In 
undertakings of the former description, the 
despatch of a representative to a field of 
battle means about $500 a week to a news- 

paper. 
The ‘New York Herald,” for instance, 

which keeps a small flotilla of despatch- 
boats cruising around Cuba, is spending 
money on the war at the rate of $10,000 a 
week. It is reported tbat the bill of the 
Associated Press and Reuter's News 
Agency amounts to a figure much higher. 
These famous organizations are working 
in combination on the present occasion, 
and between them they control as many as 
twenty vessels of various descriptions, with 

two correspondents on each boat. 

As a rule, the renumeration of this fear- 

less class of journalists ranges between 125, 

and 200 per week per man, apart from his 

personal expenses. As the latter include, 

in the present conflict, the hire of a de- 

spatch-boat and the maintenance of its crew, 

wars apparently have an expensive as well 

ay a sensational aspect for the great journals 

of the world. 

Particularly is this the case when, as has 

happened more than once sinca the decla- 

ration of the present hostilities, the crew 

of the boat engaged decline to take the 

pressmen within the sound of cannon. In 

circumstances such as these ths corres- 

pondents have had to return to port, prob- 

ably hundreds of miles away, to secure the 

services of a fresh crew. 

At the present moment, almost all the 

big London dailies are represented by two 

or three correspondents in the West 

Iadian waters, and the cost of maintaining 

each of them, including the hire of the 
despatch-boat and its crew, represents a 
sum not much less than $1.000 a week. 
There is, in addition, the expense of fore 
warding the despatches across the Atlantic. 
Messages are cabled from America at the 
rate of 10 cents a word ; so that reckoning 
five words in a line, a despatch which is a 
column n length costs in its mere trans- 
mission alone no less than $250. 
Beyond this there are the elaborate tele- 

graphic arrangements made by most big 
papers, some of which have private wires 

to New York and Paris. The ‘‘rent” of a 
private wire from London to Paris, quite 

apart from the salaries of operators and the 
expenses of the cffice, instruments, etc, 
amounts to no less than $5000 a year. 
These figures do not exhaust the liabili- 

ties of newspapers whenever war breaks 

out. On the lite of each reporter sent out 
the proprietors of the paper to which he is 

attached take out a special policy, which is 

issued by some of the leading insurance 
companies. Moreover, they give an und- 
ertaking to see to the future of those de- 
pendent upon him. 

Roughly speaking, the best qualification 

which can be possessed by a man ambitious 

to become a war correspondent is an iron 

constitution able to withstand all sorts of 
climates. 
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The Dominion Official Analyst's Statement i: 

with Regard to the Value of 

Effervescent Salt. 
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Abbey's 

Abbey's Effervescent Nalt has received the highest endorsa- 

tions from the Medical Journals and from the Physicians of 

Canada since its introducti n here. It has sustained its Euro- 

a highly palatable and efficacious tonic. As a 

refreshing and invigorating beverage iH is a 

equalled. [ts use has cured and prevented in- 

numerable cases of sick Headache, Indigestion, 

Biliousness, Constipation, Neuralgia, Sleeplessness. Loss of 

Appetite, Flatulency, Gout, Rheumatism, Fever, and all Febrile 

states of the system. In Spleen Affcctions and as a regulator 

of the Liver and Kidneys, its value is unquestioned. 

purifies the blood in a natural manner, leading to good health 

and a cle ir, bright complexion. 

Its use 

LABoRATORY OF INLAND REVENUE, - 

Office of Official Analyst, 

Montreal, July 28, 1898. 

I, Joan Baker Epwarps, do hereby certify that I 

have duly analyzed and tested several samples of 

“Abbey's Effervescent Salt,” some being furnished by 

the manufacturers in Montreal and others purchased 

from retail druggists in this city. I find these to be of 

very uniform character and composition, and sold in 

packages well adapted to the preservation of the Salt, 

This compound contains saline bases which form “Fruit 

Salts” when water is added—and is then a very delight- 

ful aperient beverage, highly palatab'e and effective, 

Abbey’s Effervescent Salt contains no ingredient of 

an injurious or unwholesome character, and may be 

taken freely as a beverage. 

(Signed) 

Emeritus Professor Chemistry, 

lege, and Dominion Official Analyst, Montreal. 

LAAAAAAMAAAAAAAMAAAAAA 

A Teaspoonful of Abbey’s Effervescent Salt, taken every morning 

before Breakfast, will keep you in good health. 

SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS AT 60 CENTS A LARGE BOTTLE. TRIAL SIZE 25 CENTS. 
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JoEN BAKER EDWARDS, 

Ph.D,D.C. L, F.C. S, 
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