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THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT.

It may be true, as some people contend,
that Christmas is coming to have less and
1:8s of a religious #iznificance, but the facts
bardly bear out the charge. Itis indeed

“becoming less and less of & chnrch feast

but that n=ed not detract from its religious
aspect. It all depends upon the point of
view. If religion, pure and und:filed, is
best shown through kindness to the widow
and the fatherless, then each year deepens
the religious significance of this festival.
The Christm1s spirit is abroad in the air,
and while we may not hear of the complete
conversion of any savage we do hear wlis-
perings of the good work it is accomplish-
ing. Animosities are forgotten, personal
woes are laid aside, ard we fiad ourselves
yielding to an irresmstible impui-e to bright-
en some life about us, and to fill the heart
ot some neglected child with heppiness.
And all ot this is done, conscioutly
or unconsciously, for the sake of
a little child, who, we are told, lay cradled
in a manger nearly nineteen hundred years
ago. Wise men paid him homsge then,
and wise men of today pay homage to
childhood by hynoring and keeping Christ-
mas. Itis the childrcns festival, ard he,
to whom this knowledg2 brings no quick-
ening of the pulse, would bstter teke beed
to his ways for it were better for hum tht
he had & milistone hung about his neck
and was drowned than tbat he offend a
little one. Make the children bappy now,
that their a‘ter-lives may be rich in Christ-
mas memories; gladden the lives of the
poor by the chzerful word and kindly
deed, and the religious significance of
Christmas may we'l beleft to take c.reof
itself, and its benefizent irflience will be
felt on every sids.

THE CYNIC'S CHRISTMAS.

‘He, who, by word or deed, adds to the
‘sum total of human happinees, is a bene-
tactor of the race, and has not lived in
viain. By all the pleasant words we speak,
all the friendly acts performed, even by
the kindly thoughts we think, this sum
total of bappiness is increased. There-
fore, even to the worll-wearied cynic
Christmas should be a welcome season.
Of cours:, we are presumng that the
cynicism is honest, growing out of dis-
illusionment with our civilization, and not
assumed for appearance only, to cov.r
werdant youth. With the cynicism- of in-
experience, we have little patience. lts
very shallowness makes it far-reaching, so
that nothing is free from its blighting touch.
The real cynic is one who began life with
high ideals and e-rnest hopes, that who
from year to year has laarned the bitter
lesson that apparently ideals count for
naught in this world, and that self-aggran-
diz:mentjis the ruling passion of men and
nations. Experience teaches bim to thrust
his ideals out of sight and the instruct-
ive law of self-preservation compels him.
to fight his own battle for existence against
tbe world it need be. But his ideals
are cherished in his inner nature and only
the seeming hopelessness of their real z it-
ion makes him view the world so critically
and regard l1'e as a failure. Mark you, it
his i eals had been destroyed he would
not know that lite might be a better thing.
Therefore we repeat that Christmas must be
as welcome a season to him as to the more
thoughtless.  Sclfishness is thru:t aside
for a time and everybody seems to be
jntent upon making everybody else happy.
“The wolfish characteristics of mankind give

place for a season to the lamb-like, and
each one becomes a benefactor by adding
to the happ ness of those absut him. Once
a year th:n the cynic takes a look at his
ideals and though he may soon have to put
them out of sight again that one look gives
him a fresh to'd on life and makes it pos-
sible to live and hope a little longer.

CANADIAN INTERESTS MUST NOT
BE BARTERED.

It has been said that the Quebec-
Washington Commission will adjourn for
Christmas, and the members thereot take a
rest from their arduous labors. It is of
course fruitless to conj :cture what th2 final
outcome ot the commission’s deliberations
will be, but judging from the rumors thac
have from time to time leaked out, nothing
satisfactory has been accomplished yet.
Events, that wide-awake, all-editorisl
paper of Toronto, had some forcible re-
marks anent the rumor that the United
States had been grented the use ot our
canals for military highway. The writer
very truly ssid that no friendly country
should ask such a tavor, whil: to grant it
woull be treason. It is wise to sound the
alarm ia good season and worse than use-
less to protest a'ter the thing his been
done, g0 we can but thank Evcnts for its
warning note. Nevertheless, it is in-
crediblz that any man or set of men
could for an instant contemplate such folly
as giving a foreign nation howsoever
friendly, a privilega of this sort. It would
be suicidal tor Canada to think of granting
ary terms to any outside power that would
include a right to our water-ways. Our
canals have been maintained a* an enorm-
ous expense to our people for our own ben-
efit and not to enable Uacle Sam to en-
teench himsel: in our midst in the event
of any complica'ions arising between our
neighbour and motherland. The Canadian
commissioners should remember when our
national existence was threatend by the
rebellion of 188/, the United S:ates would
not allow] our troops to be transferred
across their country although time, money
and much suff ;ring might have been sav.d
thereby. Canada has lived and can live
whether the United States is or is not will-
ing to make reasonabls terms with
her. The ocly thing she cannot afford
to do is to tell her privileges in
the cheapest market &nd buy con-
cessions in the dearest. What she
bas to offer will be a full equivalent for
whats he asks in return so that there can
be no question of throwing in anything to
boot. We hope that upon a renewal of
the conterence matters will be pushed to
an early and equitable conclusion, or the
labors of the commission cease before our
national dignity is compromised.

PLEAS INTLY PLANNED SURPRISE.

A Boston Gentlsman Shows His Apprecia-
tion of a st John ¥riead.

A pleasant surprise will be one of the
msany agreeable memorics that Mr. and
Mrs. Jobn Walsh will rcetain of the
Christmas of 1898. And their friends who
gathered about their fireside on Thursday
evening will not forget the hospitable greet-
ing they received and the happy manner in
which they were entertained. Mr. Walsh
bas many friends wherever he is known
and as one result of the good
feeling between himself and Mr Thomas
F. M _:Guiaess of Boston the latter planned
to surprise him this year by am oil paint-
ing of himselt Mrs. Walsh anl their little
gitl. No pleasanter way of carrying out
the surprise could have been devised
than forwarding the portrait to Alderman
McGoldrick with the request that Mor.
Walsh’s friands be invited to witness the
presentation. And soma scoie or more
were quietly notified of the hour and
put in an appearance much to the surprise
ot *‘Jack™ who for the lite of him could not
imagine why so many of his iantimate ac-
quaintances were showing up. Bat the
secret was soon out and the party gathered
in the cosy parlors where a short address
was read and presented with the painting
to Mr. and Mrs. Walsh. The likenesses
are splendid, more particularly of Mrs.
Walsh, and the work is well done and
handsomely framed. *‘The alderman”
made the presentation with his usual tact
and complimentary remarks followed by
Mr. D. C. Clinch, Mr. John Kelly, and
others present.

Good friends in the secret had provided
a splandid supper which was daintily

served and the guests enjoyed the
bouatiful Christmas cheer and good will
which with song and jest, mirth and jollity,
made up an evening of rare pleasure.

Btady ing|Book-keeping,
The general value of the study of book-
keeping is greatly enhanced woen it is
taught by means of facsimile business

transaction, or in accordance with the Lab-
oratory Method in use at the Currie Busi-
ness University of this city. The method
introduczs a large body of practical busi-
ness instruction and practice notincluded
in book-keeping as ordinarily taught in the
buisiness col'eges.

VEELESES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Finely dres ed n my Caristmas best,
Anltop coat r+pick cnd new,

And fur cap wer.n as a4 ronn's nes,
I ¢vme o me what 1o do.

Forthere was lonely Rosarine,
Anlawonderiu' thirg stesad;

In acharming way | ke a very qieed,
But 1'd rather have yes iiste d.

“Wh) gets the misletoe over m>,
Wi hout any strain or miss;
Why he may take tle sccastoned fee,
Which they call expcc ant bliss.”
ThenI h d my plsnt within my cap,
Oa a white cold Christmas day;
After a Christmas dicn r nap,
I hugstled along her way.

With Christmas song3 and Chrisimas cheer,
The bou s tyok w.ngs of ligh:,

*Thll time the runawey charioteer,
H .d orou zht us to Christmas night.

And Ros rine angel then as she see ned,
Smoothing my7 cap in play;

Little of what it conceal d she dreamed
At the clo:e of tha’ Chris'm s day.

“I thick it woull gnite become you too,
Oa asleigh ride or a skate;

For a moment try it on ! plaase d»,
I'm going, I sce it s late,"”

It was on her sp.endid be .d for t ‘ue,
And I quickly reached her then;

“] have tue mistl tye over you,
Though how, you can scarcely ken.”

I pressed the cap, and the mistletoe bung,
Down on her forchead white;

And sweeter than song by a poct sung,
She stood in my raptured sight.

A heavenly m ment aod all w.s still,
There was no one to hear or ree;

And she said with a calm and yiel ding will
“How nicely the cap fits me."”

Beautiful Rosarine none so sweet,
Tne wide world o’cr that year;
Stood under a mistietoe cap complete,
There was none on this earth so dear.
And as long as a Christmas night draws nigh
And its h.ppiness still I see,~
I think of a long and last good bye,
The sadd .st of all t) me.
CyYpPRUS GoOLDE.

The Old Farm.,

I 1>ve to dream about the days
I spent upon the farm;
The tbeme is rich in memories
That never lose their charm.
Thougzh early lared away by tales
Oitraflic’s golden rain,
How oft, how oft I've longed to turn
Back to the farm again!

I've toiled for gain in busy msrts
And scorned the paths of ease;
I've wooed with fervor fortune’s smiles,
Across the briny seas;
But neither fabled wealth of Ind
Nor fime’s ambrosia: wine
C.u.d o’er wflord the lost delights
Of that vla nome of m:ne.

Tnere every humble duty bore
Of rich reward its meed,
And swee approval gave a smile
For every k.nily deed;
There peaceful sleep did wait upon
Each day of toil and care,
And hope gave strength each dawning day,
Its burden new to bea .

There peaceful scenes on every hand
Did e’er beguile the eve;

The woods, the hills: the winding streams,
Refl .ctirg azure sky;

The kine, cuntented browsing o’er
Tae blossom broidered wold;

The ewes and lambs, at wane of day,
Returning to the told =

All filled my little worl 1 with jry
Auo bade brief sorro vs fly,

As soctnes the infant’s griefs away
A mother's jull.by.

Nor sordid aims did mar the flow
Of mnnoce.t delight,

W hile honor’s precept were inst lled
With love's persuaisive might.

Then take me b:ck, oh, taks me back
To thau fair spot once more,
To me more lovely than the tamed
E states of class.c jore!
O ), take me back and let me rest
There, safe from grief and barm,
To spend my brief declining days
Upon the dear old farm!
—Chicago Democrat.

Christimas Song,

Loully ring the merrv bells,
Iu the morning’s fro:ty air;

Sweet the news their music tells,

As softly o’er the earth it swells:
*“Let the Christmas feast prepare!”

Bless we all that happy morn

Afar 1n eastern land of old;
While th : shepherds watchea for dawn,
Of the promised Saviour born,

Flying hosts of angels told.

In spite of prophet and of sage,

The penal flood and Zion’s fl sme,
Sinned the dark, despairing age,
Sport of superstition’s rage,

Till the pitying saviour came.

Now we keep the Christmas feast,
Mindful of that greatest boon;

QOur hearts with charity increased,

We spread our gifts from great to least,
And raise the grateful tune,

Hear the music floating by!
Holy angels come again.

Joio we all the angels’ cry;

“Glory be to God on high,
Peace, goodwil) to meun!"

The Yule-Log.

When the religiou: ceremonies of Christmas Eve
were concluded, our ancestors were wont to kindle
& monstrous fi e upon the festive hearth, and feed
it liberal y with the Yule-log. Herrick, the poet of
old English customs, thus ailudes to it:

Come, bring with a noise,
Myv merrie, merrie boys,
Thne Christmas log to the firing.

While n:{ good dame, she
Bid ye all be free,
And drink to your heart’s desiring.

With the last year’s brand
Light, the nzw block, and
For good success on his spending.

On you psalitries play
That sweet luck may
Come while the 1 g is a tending.

We Have Also Added to our plant,

A Modern Carpet Dusting M schine, doing
away entirely with the use ot chains or
strap that is used on most machines, con-
sequently we do not remove the pele off
your carpet when we dust it, UNGAR's
Lavuxpry, DyeiNG and CarreT CLEANING
Works, Green and Gillespie Proprs.
Telephope 58.

Dolls, Dressed and Undressed, Kid Body
and Jointed Al pizes. Large Assoriment.
%tow”‘ Prices,. mceirthur's, 90 King

r“t.

ALDERMANIC MATINEE

(ConxTINUED FROM FIRST PAQE.)
ing of Suliivan taking Burk.'s place in-
stead of Gilson's the alderman iicidently
remarked that L e bad told him that he was
a regular months ago, that he was o1 the
regular force and thea he asked the chief
if he meant to say tbat Sallivan was not
appointed bafore Burke resigned.

“Was not Sul'ivan,” ha asked ‘‘ap-
pointed on the 13 h of Dacember '’ ¢ Yes”
was the reply.

““And did not Burke resign on the
14:h ??

““Well, his resignation was dated jon the
14 h, but he signed it the day before.”

Then Alderman Pardy brok: in with the
interrogation, ‘How long bas Sullivan
been a resid:nt of the city ?”

Ot course the chiet had to acknowledge
that he had only been a resident since his
appointment.

““Was there aay other offizer except
Burke asked to resign ?" asked Alder-
man Macrae.

“Th re was not,” said the chief, ‘‘the
report in the newspipers regarding the re-
quest for tha resignation of’ offizers Boyle
and MacDonald was incorrect.”

These were almost if not exactly the very
words of the chief, and he went on some
what hurriedly to explain his jrelations
with the members of the force, and] to ex
press his anxiety to do everything he could
for them, and bhe mentioned in this con-
nection how just hz:fore ha went {to the
safe'y board he had been called to the
bedside of S rgeant Hipwell, the oldest
officer on the force, who being extremely
ill, wished to see him, and, said the
chief, ‘“he spoke to me in these
words,— Chief you have been kind to
me, you bave been kind to all the men
on the force, and 1 wish to tell you so.””

““Now,” said the chief, ‘‘is not tha! state-
ment & great satisfaction to me as the chiet
of police ?”

O. course the aldermen wcre sorry to
hear that Sergeant Hipwell was so ill as
the chief represented him to be and they
listened to his sympathetic story with much
attention, but it did not make sufiicient
impressi>n on Alderman Waring to get
him off the track of his inquiries. Ha:
wanted to know why when Burke had re-
signed, the chiet appoiated Sullivan and
why he did not promote a special and
asked the chief in a pertinent way if he was
not aware of the fact that it was the policy
of the council to give the preference to the
specials and why he had acted contrary io
the expressed opinion and recommendation
of the safety board.

“I tell you” said he ‘‘that we can not
have an ¢ffizient police force without the
chief and the council working in harmony.”

Wh:n the chief assured hm that h:
though: he was wo king in harmony with
the council, the aiderman remarked. ¢'If
you think that, you must be & dulléer man
than you say Offi:er Burke is.”

“Id> not think [ am any duller then
the most oi men are,” said the chief.

*‘Now, chief,” said Alderman in rather
an impressive way, ‘‘we want to work in
harmony with youand if you show a dis-
position to do that I want to assist you.”

“Thank you, I am with you,” broke in
the chisf and as the alderman continued
his remarks he broke in again and again
with the words,—“I am with you, [ am
with you.”

Alderman Maxwell then sp:ke of the
unfairness of making Sullivan a regular in
the plice of Burke, while Rankine who
was & special and a good offizer had been
left where be was and Ald:rman Purdy
continued in the same strain objecting to
the fact that a stranger, a man who was
not a taxpayer should be appointed in the
place of a citizen.

Alderman Hamm asked it Sullivan was
still on the force and tha chiet sail ‘‘yes.”
““Well I think that is very untair,” said the
alderman for Kings.

““Then,” said the chief, *‘let me know
what you want and when the regulars go
out if you want the speciale appointed, the
spacials will go in.”

Alderman Pardy,—¢I think you ought
to know yourself when to appoint & good
special.”

The chief,—*‘Now aldermen you know
bow hard it is to get good m:n, it is as
hard to get good men, or harder than it is
to get good horses, and this board has had
some experience with that lateiy.” He
further explained how difficult it was to
get a proper age certificate.

Up to this time Alde'man White bad
not said anything but he made a pretty
careful summary of the discussioa and con-
cluded that the chisf had acted ‘‘azcording
to his light.” He spoke of the chronie
condition of misunderstanding that exisied

etween the chief and the council, the
latter, it seemed, wanted the force re-
duced to 34 men anl the chief was aware
of the fact. He could not reconcile the
chiet’s actions in the past with his desire to
please the council and tollow out thei

Finer Cake

and biscuit are made
with Royal Baking
Powder than in the
old-fashioned way,
with cream of tartar
and soda, or salera-
tus and sour milk.
The ingredients of
Royal Baking Pow-
der are most highly
refined and abso-
lutely pure. Royal
is always uniform
in strength, making
the food evenly good
and wholesome. No
spoiled or wasted
materials where it
is used.

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK.

wishes, but he thought it would be wel]
that th re should be no posibility of mis-
take in th: future and that a resolution
sheuld be passed which would not be am-
biguous in any way.

This about concluded the discussion on
the appointments, There was some little
talk about the request of Sergeant Camp-
bell for the pay ot a sargeant, but after
the chief had lett the room, the petition
was tabled.

There was a good many amusing in-
cidents during the afternoon and one of
them was th2 Jdiscovery that Sullivan, the
big man, who got the zppointment over
city residents and taxpayers was taken ill
on the first night of duty and wason the
sick list for three days. When the aldermen
beard this there was a roar of laughter,
and the chief was not a bit pleased. He
did not think it was much of a laughing
matter. Then another one was when
Alderman Hawmm asked if the chief knew
of any man on the force who drank rum,
and the surprising reply was, I do not
know of sny man on the force now who
takes liquor.” Taking the chiet's word
for it Alderman Purly concluded that the
police force was better cff than the aller-
manic board itselt.

Aldermsn Hamm followel up his ques-
tion by stating that in conversation with
Inspector Jones he expressed his belief
that whenever a raid was about to be ma“e
on houses of ill repute and szlrons for il-
legal liquor selling they were notificd, and
the alderman asked the chief what he
knew about it. The reply was that the
statemeat was a very serious one and if
Inspector Jones had made such a state-
ment the chiet would have had an investi-
gation.

About this time he left the room and the
alde:men after a very short discussion
passed a resolution requiring that the force
be reduced to 34 men without making any
dismissals and that as vacancies occurred
on the regular force the same be flled by
competent specials.

Boyle was Agke 1l ts» Resiza.

The sensation caused by the statement
of Chiet Clarke, that no other officers had
been requested to resign was not without
rzason. He must have known that the
statement would surprise the aldermen and
lower their opinion of his frankness—to
say the least.

Offi:er Boyle was asked to resign. He
was asked by the captain and the latter
would not do it without the authority of
the chief. Boyle was much disturbed
about the matter and he lost no time 'in
seeing his friends. They advised him to
go to Recorder Skinner and get his ad-
vice. He did so and he has not resigned.
More than that there is no disposiiion in

the council to remove a man who bas
s :rved the city so well and faitbiully tor
24 years.

This Is a Great Ofter,

Any person sending s new subscription
to this office with $4.00 enc])sed can obtain
ProGRrEss for ons year, and ths Cusmo-
politan, McClure and Munsey msgazines tor
the same period with only one condition,—
;ll of them must be sent to the same ad-

ress.

Fancy Goods, Games, Toys, Dolls and
Annuals, Lowest Prices, at McArtiur’s
Book Storey, 90 King Street.
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