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There is one thing the youthof 8t John and older 
ones too, 1 ok forwarl to each year with joyous 

anticipations and that is the opening of the skating 

season. It is a pastime charsc'eristic of Canada and 

inour own city it stirs up all the sociability there is 

in it. During the past week the two principal ice 

rinks have been formally opened, each occasi n be- 

ing attended with unbounded eclat among the 

young people. Once more the merry chatter ofa 

half thousand or more skaters commingling with 

sprightly band music, delights the heart of the 

city’s *“fn'ure hope” and from this out until spring- 

time irfloences are felt these tri-weekly evenings 

of ¢xilerating amusement will hold their own 

against allcomers in social circles. Carnivals are 

broked for Jaruary and February as well as ice 

gports and all the season's propects are particularly 

roseate as far as rinks functions are concerred. 

Fresh trom the hsnis of carpenters and decora- 

tors the rink of generations, the old Victoria, was 

thrown open on Tuesday evening to an assembly of 

nearly a thousand people. The clinking 

of the merry old turnstiles at the entrance was mu 

sic to the ears of skaters and when the first “band” 

pealed forth across the mirror-like she«t of ice, a 

general hur ah went up a'l around the Lappy circ.e 

of humanity. It took but a glance to show what 

improvements bad been made in the Victoria since 

last winter. Instead of the homely seats round 

about, the the management has had a very neal 

boxwork built, and the once grim-looking walls, 

sheath2d with light wood. Plentious paint ef pleas” 

ing tints ofiset the bright woodwork and the rink 

looked almost new. Dressing rooms had been en 

larged and the parlor w th its plate glass front and 

easy chairs was better fitted than ever. A huge 

old fashioned fireplace with burning logs made this 

a cheering place to sit between bands, and was 

crowded all the time. Fully three hundred specta- 

tors walked arcund in both the ground floor and 

overhead promenades, 

The “Vic's Own Band”, upon which Manager 

“Bob" Armstrong prides himself with a justifiable 

pride, supplied the following programme which 

wil! be seen is fully up-to-dste mnosically and con- 

taining some of the most popular tunes of the day. 

Grand march.cccooevecececes oo ooo Admiral Dewey 

Vl. so nse soovsesboviaine sevesnns La Viliagoiese 

WA s 65500 ec covuntaiven PRRs Cu Eaphimosta 

Woldhicossnesssssssenvissnsan . Der SBunc¢nunt :rgsng 

Cake walk.ooovvvvnnnns At a Georgia Camp Meetir g 

Vals@ecoeioeasaonssss sovvosssscscsssns The Beauty 

Valg®esoocsos conse sesssseeys The World of Dreams 

Vals®.coesoscssccscones On the Banks of tho Wabssh 

Vallis cooossnvcbnsosassssns vive. Tne Sweet Vows 

March..ccceoccccscccscsscsccncss ..st1ars and Stripes 
God Save the Queen 

Toe “LL M" whist club held a meeting recently at 

the residence of Mr, Leonard Shaw () 1een Square, 

and an epjoyable evening was spent in whist, music 

etc. A recherche supper was served. Last Thurs 

day the club met at the residence of Mr, Guy Rob- 

inson Stsnley street. A dainty supper was. served 

in the dining room and at 12.30 the party dispersed. 

A list of the club members wa8 given some wecks 

ago in PROGRESS. 

Qeen’s Rick the society resort for skating, the 

battlefield of every St. John hockey match, made 

jts bow orce more on Thursday eveming with a 

Jarge attendance of young people and others not 

quite 8 juvenile. This rick as well as the Victona 

has undergone a beautifying process pleasing to 1.8 

patrons, and also a brand new order of manage- 

ment. Mr. A. J. Tufts son of Ald. Tufts 18 vow the 

director of this rink’s fortunes and bis experiences 

10 both social ice gatherings and ice sporting mat 

ters will recommend him strongly as the correct 

man in the proper place. A thorough renovating 

makes the **Quecn’s” appear as brand new, and so 

yigid have become the rules of order and procedure 

that nothing but utmost regularity and peaceful 

ness will reign there all winter. The Artillery 

Band, Prof. Horsman leader, supplied one oftheir 

faultless programmes on openisg nigat and all 

went merry as the proverbial marriage bell. Mon" 

3 day is an exclusive night at the Queen's. 

The young people's ball will take place on Friday 

of next week the 30 h, This function has hitherte 

been held on New Year’s eve but of course asthe 

day comes on Saturday this year that is out of the 

question. Elaborate prep sratfons still go on, and 

the committee in charge say the prospects for a 

very brilliant affair are excellent. 

Lady Tilley and Miss Winifred Howland went to 

St. Stephen this week to spend the Christmas koli- 

days with Lady Tilley’s mother, Madame Chipman 

of the “Cedars.” 

Mrs. R. K. Jones gave a very delightful card 

party during the week, at which many ladies were 

present, and enjoved the games immensely. 

Miss Mary Inches, Miss May Harrison, Miss B 

Schofield and Mi-s Robertson are home from their 

school at Windsor, N. 8. for the holiday season. 

Othe 's who arrived this week to spend Christm is at 

home are Mr Fred Fisher from an upper Canadian 

college, Misses Ne lie McAvity, Constance Bmith, 

and M. Thompson from Torcn o boarding schools, 

while the Fredericton con .ingent includes Messrs. 

Harry Hardison, J. Ciawson, M. D. Coll W. J. 

‘Wilson. &. C. Craw/ord and Chester Martin. 

A musical event of which the entice city is look- 

ing forward with a great deal of pleasure is the ad- 

went of the Redpath concert company the last of 

January. Madame Clary is one of the names men- 

tion:d among the brilliant galaxy of artists who 

compose the aggregation, and the others are 

cqually well known in the musical world. The 

dates for the concerts are January 30 and 31th. 

Mr. P. MacMichael left Wednesday to spend 

Christmas with his relatives in Toronto. 

Miss Hattie Steeves of Elgin is the guest of the 

M.sses Gladys und Annie Stamers during the 

Christmas holidays. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Sherwood of Hillsboro spent a 

few days in the city lately. 

Capt. Kinney of the 8. 8. Prince Edward and 

Mrs. Kinney will spend the winter here, and have 

taken rcoms at the Grand Unicn hotel. 

Mr. Edmund L. Breese leading man with James 

O'Neill has been spending this week in St. John a 

guest at the home of Mr. and Mrs. I. J. D. Landry, 

Leinster street, and leaves today to rejoin his com- 

pany at Washington, D. C., Mr. Breese and Miss 

Landry have been overwhelmed with congratula- 

tions upon the announcement of their engagement 

Chairs we-se ted, Cane, Splint, Perfora 

ded, Duval, 17 Waterloo Street. 2 

which interesting bit of news appeared in PRogRESS 

a week ago. During his short stay in the city Mr, 

Breese has made many friends, his bright, social 

nature makiag him a most agreea' le acquaistance. 

In a week or two a large number of invitations 

will be issued for a bal masque to be held in th» 

Institute on January 25th. Tae invitations will be 
tent out a little earlier than usual in order to give 

those who intend to take part ample tym» to prepare 

their costumes. The bal masque of last year was 
tuch a great success that it inspired the promoters 

and they will endeavor to make the forthcoming 

ball much more brilliant than its predecessor. 

One of the plessantest events of the latter part of 

last week wai the party given by Mr, ard Mrs, 

Rankin in honor of their son, Mr. Harry Rankia's 

eight :nth birthday. 
A lsr¢e number of young people were present and 

those who assisted the host and hostess in looking 
ater their entertainment were Mr, and Mrs. Frank 

Rankin, Mr. azd Mrs. Harry Rankin, Mrs. Allan 

Rankin, Miss Nan Taylor, of Halifax and Mr. and 

Mrs. James Clarke. The supper arrangements 

were excellent, and the table cezorations exc:ed- 

ingly p etty, the centre of attraction beiig a large 

birthday cake on which were traced the words 

“Hsrcy's Birthday.” 1880 ~1%98, 

Miss Louie Crcs)y of Nova Scotia was intro- 

duced to St. John society at this party and looked 

very pretty in a crisp white muslin gown trimmed 

with fl ywers. 

Excellest music was provided by Mr. Morton 

Harrison violi is, snd Mr. Arcbie Cook, pisnist, 

for the: f llowing dances. The prog -ammes were 

pretty souve airs of the event: 1, vaise; 2, lancers; 

3. wiitare; 4, valse; 5, valse; 6, two step; 7, vaiee; 

8, salop; 9, wi itaire; 10, two step; 11, valse; 12+ 

polka; 13, 1 ncers; 14, mil tre; 15, valse; 16° 

galop and two or taree supper danc:s, 

Among those present were: 

Mr. Hur y Pheas.n’, Mr. Fred Pheasant, 

Mr. 8andy Fow.er, Mr. Wal'er Harrison, 

Mr. Maurice Purdy, Mr. Blanchard Fowler, 
Mr. Keaneth Inches, Mr. Ned Sears, 

Mr, Harold Sears, Mr. Harry Brown, 

Mr, William Rodgers, Mr. A. Clarke, 

Mr. Ralph Clarke, Mr. Douglas Beeley, 

Mr. Louis Barker, Mr. Stanley Emmerson, 

Mr. Frank Robinson, Mr. Duncan Robertson, 
Mr, Jack Furdy, Mr. Fred McN.il, 

Mr. Charles McDonald, Mr. John Kimball, 

Miss E nma Rankin, Miss Z -lla Rankin, 

Miss Fairall, Miss Louiei Crosby, 

Miss Louise Girvan, Miss Olive Lawton, 

Miss Kate Pheasant, Miss Lou Harman, 

Miss Nan McDonald, Miss Faony deForrest, 

Miss Lily Adams, Miss Mollie Peters, 

Miss Lou Kimball, Miss Elsie Holden, 

Miss Winnie Barnaby, Mists Rebie McAvity, 

Miss C. Gerow, Miss Gillis, 

Miss Olive Stone, Miss Georgie Scammell, 

Miss King, Miss Nellis Thorne, 

Miss Flossie Robertson, Miss Betts, 

Miss Ella MacAuley, Miss Hazel Rainnie. 

and others. 

Among the p'essart small everts that have re- 
ceatly t:k:n place was the dance given last 

week by t.e Misses Arms rong, of Sydney street 

aad at which the youag folks present spent a 

very char-aing evening. 

Mr. and Mrs, F. H. J. Rael isru>d invitations 

last week for a large dance a“ their residence Ger 

main s.reet next Thurs lay evening the 20ta. 

Speaking of 1 .r e sweats recalls an in:ident tha 

occurred at a very swsll at home given two wecks 

ago and illastrates the foliy of invit'ng more people 

than a house wil comfortably accomodate. At this 

particular functi )n the crush was so great that 

those who go. into the dining room had to stay 

there, and many of the guests left without the 

usaal refreshments. 

Mr. Guy Jokn ton bas accepted a position in the 

C P. R. offi .cs on King #t-eect, in which new scent 

of work his friends will wish him e ery success. 

The Misses Emma McAvity aad May Inches 

arrived this we  k to spend tie Curietma3s holidars 

with their tamilies, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Patterson left on Wednesday 

for B .ston to spend the holiday season. 
Mr. Harry Peatman spent part of last week at her 

home in Greenwica. 

Mr. E. &. Dunn, jr., of Ashland, Me , is paying a 

visit to his father, Mr. E. G. Dunn of Lancaster. 

Mr. George Moore’s friends will be sorry to learn 

thst he is seriousl, ill at his home on Main St. 

The orgaa recitai in St. Andrews church the be, 

gining of the w.ek was one cof the most enjoyable 

events of the kind that we have had for eometime, 

and certainly merited a much large aitendance. 

The programme w48 & most iater:sting one and 

thoroughly enjryed by those present. The names 

on it incladed those of Mr. Fred H. Blair organist 

who is conoected with Mt. Allison university and 

whose numbers wee played in a thoroughly finish- 

ed manner, Miss Jean Bruce of Moncton, 

violinist, whose work was most gracefu’ 

and well nigh faulcless, and Mr. Lindsay, vocali t 

who acquitted himself in sn exceptional y good 

manner. A very enjoyable feature of the pro” 

gramme was the quaitette rendered by Mrs. Frasel 

Miss Forbes, Mr. Cochran and Mr. MacNeill. 

Mr. Kenneth Halcy and Mr. Wylie Manning are 

rived hom this week from Acadia University to 
spend the holidays with their paren's. 

Tae tolio wing account of a marriage which took 

place in Los Angeles, California on Monday Dec. 

12:h, wili be read w.ta interest in this province 
where the contracting pa-ties formerly belonged. 

Lhe bcide, a Fredericton lady went west with 

members of her family abou’ five years ago, and 

the groom, a native of Kingsclear, N. B., is a more 

recent exodian. 

A quict bu' pretty wedding took plaee yesterday 

afternoon at two o'clock at Christ church, the con- 

tracting parties being Miss E. Marion Scarnell and 
Witter Davidson Clem :nts. Rev. George Robin” 

son officiated. Tae wedding marlh was played by 

Mrs. T. P. Robertson, Tae church was decorated 

with Smilax, La France and Marechal Neil roses. 

Toe brite wore a gown of national blue cloth, Mr. 

and Mrs. Cle gents, after spending a few days at 

Coronado, will make their home in West Riverside. 

= 1,08 Angeles Times. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Calhean of Albert Mines, 

N. B., have taken rooms at the Cliftoa House for 

the winter, 
Mr. W. K. Reynolds, editor of the N. B. Maga- 

zine, was confiaed to his room for a day or two last 

week from the eftects of a cold. 

Dr. T. D. Walker was called to Riverside this 

week to attend Mrs. McClelan the wife of the 

Lieut. Governor, who was quite ill for a time, but 

who is now muca better. 

Letters received from Mr. DD. R. Jack recently 

report a very pleasant and interesting trip abroad. 

The last of November he was in St. Petersburg and 

expected to leave in a few days for Revel, and 

from there would leave by steamer for London. 

Last Saturday evening Miss Irving's afternoon 

dancing class tor the very young pupils closed with 

a charming littie evening party which lasted from 

7 until 10.30 o'clock. Refreshments were served, 

and the time passed very pleasan:ly. Miss Likely 
supplied the music for the dancers. The classes 

will re-open after the holidays and Miss Irvine who 

is very popular with her pupils will receive a 

warm welcome on her return from a visit to friends. 

Among those presen: at the charming little dance 
were. 
Miss Ethel Robertson, Miss Jennie Robertson, 

Miss Viole Simonds, Miss Fravc:s Simonds, 

Miss Mabel Taylor, Miss Smith, 
Miss Daisie Sears, Miss Lettie Mc Avenny, 
Master McAvenny, Mast sr Ken McDonald. 

Mss er Lee Flew. r, Miss Ethel Baird, 

Miss Lydie Kimball, Miss Mary Harvey, 
Miss Olive Harvey, Miss Campbell, 

Miss Daphns Orosb 7, Miss Ina Mclaren, 

Miss Mary McLa-en, Miss Jean McDonald, 
Miss Nellie McDonald, Misses Climo, 

Miss Vera Nevins, Miss Beatrice Sutherland, 
a1d others. 

On Thursday evening of th's week Miss Irvine's 

German cotillion class was entertained with a very 

enjoyable little dance, the last until after the holi- 

days. The affsir was a small an 1 and early, besides 

the memb irs of the dancing class there ware others 

presen , all of whom of course bad a delightrul 

time. Ligtt r freshments were served during 

the eveniag to those wao prticip sted ia the aflair 

AMON W 10m were: 

Miss Rogers, 

Miss Elsie Holden, 

Miss Tessie Smith, 

Miss Nellie Thorne, 

Miss Msazie Titus, Miss Emma Titus, 

Miss Alice Grant, Miss Gladys Campbell, 
Miss Daisy F irweather, Miss Grace Dick, 

Miss Ethel Fanjoy, Miss May Fan joy, 

Miss Minnie Likely, Mr A.W. Rodeers, 

Mr. Guy Johnston, Mr. Haroll Sears, 

Mr. D. McLauchian, Mr. Ned Sears, 

Mr. Sandy Fowler, Mr. W. Barker, 

Mr. Stanley Emerson, Mr. Guy Bostwick, 

Mr. C. McDona'd, Mr. I1arold Parvis, 

Mr. Charlie Likely, Mr. Parkes, 

Mr L. Campbell, Mr. J. Dick, 

Mr. Louis J. Street, Mr. C. Gregory. 

Mr. L. Vroom, Mr. Walter Harrison. 

Mr. Fiaik Magee, Mr. Andrew Frith. 

Mr. A. S:hofi ld, Mr, Guy McLeod. 

Mr. Reg. Kerr, Mr. R. Clarke. 

Mr. A. Rodgers, Mr. T. A ison. 

Mr Douglas Seely, Mr. A. Dick. 

Mr. Hrold Robinson Mr. Bee Sturliee. 

Mr. C. Likely. 

Misi Nellie Mc Avity, Miss Edith Higgins. 

Miss T. Rob:r.son, Miss Marion Belyea. 

Miss Mary Ioches, Miss Lily Adams, 

Miss B. Schofield, Miss Constance Smith. 

Miss Amy Smith, 

Miss Lou Kimball, 

Miss Winnie Barnaby, 

Miss Molly Peters, 

Miss Louiel Crosby, 

“The Burn’s Almanac.” 

[Com piled by Dr. John Ross.] 

I. 

A record, this, ot Robert Burns, 

For all who ken him well, 

For trustiag youth, or wiszr age, 

Wh lcve his magic spell. 

Ils fateful muse hath yet a charm, 

To draw cu: hearts alonz, 

And every lad still thinks his lass 

A heroine of song. 

II. 

TH» Burns we cede the ivy crown, 

Altnough a century dead, 

Wh ise verses yet will breathe and live 

'T:11 love from cath hath flad. 

11's men were brave—his sweethearts tiu:, 

111s lassies al! divin: 

O’e: Scoti’s hh 11+ a hallo streamed 

Ia days of Auld lang syne. 

IIL 

“The Brae of Ayr” and ‘Bonnie ; Doon” 

Historic are in story, 

And Devon Banks and heath2rei glens 

Filled with the Poets glory. 

For “auld acquaintance ve'er forgot,” 
We learn from him cur duty, 

The love of home, the pride of race 

The homage rendered beauty" 

IV. 

So Bu ns shall always find a place 

Where souls are free of guil 2, 

Where doubt ne'er enters faithful hearts, 
Nor scowls repress the smile. 

Where skies are pure, 'reath shisbag stars, 

Where music, mirth and soag 

To ardent youth still give dehghut, 

Toough years have sped al nz. 

V. 

Our mother earth remains as fair 

As in the fabled hours 

When fa'ries danced upon the green 

And e.ves were in the fl ywes. 

The spru g still comes in native grace, 

The su omer s i 1 is bright, 

The autumn comes in wreath of gold, 

The winter garb is white. 

For all is now as it has becn, 

While tides still ebb and flow, 

And present days are just a3 good 

As tho e of long ago. 

C. H. CoLLINs. 

Hillsboro, O., December, 1898, 

Christmas ia the Olden Time, 

The fire, with well-dried logs supplied, 
Went roaring up the chimney wide; 
Toe huge hall-table’s oaken face, 
Scrubbed till it shone the day to grace, 
Born then upon its massive board 
No mark to part the squire and lord. 
Then was brought in the lusty brawn, 
Ry old blae-coated serving-man; 
Toen the grim boar’s head frowned on high 
rested with bays and rosemary. 
Well can the g'een-garbed ranger tell, 
How, when, and where the monster fell; 
What dogs before his death he tore, 
And all the baiting of the boar. 
The wassail ronnd in good brown bowls. 
arnished with ribbons, blithely trowls. 
There the huge sirloin reeked; hard by 
Plum-porridge stood, and Christmas pio; 
Nor failed old Sco:land to produce 
At such high tide, her savoury goose, 
Then came the mer:y maskers ir, 
And carols roared with olithsome din; 
If unmelodious was the song, 
It was a hearty no'e, and strong. 
White shirts supplied the masquerade, 
And smutted cheeks the visors made; 
But O! what mask-rs richly dight 
Can boast of bosoms half so light |” 
Eogland was merry Eogland when 
Old Christmas brooght his sports again. 
'I'was Christmas broach’d the mightiest ale; 
*Twas Christmas told the merriest tale; 
A Christmas gambol oft could cheer 
The poor man's heart through half the year. 

—8ir Walter Scott. 

Of all the countries in the wo 11 8Serv'a contains 
th2 most centenamans. In that little country, with 
fewer than 1,300,000 inhabitants, there aie 575 
pertons whose age exceeds 100 years. 

"Christmas Annuals, all K inds, at Me- 
Ar. hur's, 90 King Mrteet, 

Get Your Xmas Candy 
— AT w— 

McCLASKEY'’S. 
Special 5b. box best Chocolates and Bon-bonr$ 1,50 

“ gu . . “ o "” $I 00 

o“ 6 ¢ « Mixtare $ .00 
Large line of Fancy Baskets and Xmas novelties. 

McClaskey’s = 47 King St. 

Handsome Premiums—Save the Wrappers. ¢¢\WWhat is, is Best”? 

SOCAP [t helps a woman economize 

; ‘at home. It has that free 

lathering, great cleansing and at the same time lasting quality. 
Many thousand housekeepers throughout Canada have 

learned to pin their faith to.......... 

THE ONLY REAL 
dammm—— | SOR AX SOA I, 

SWELCOME?Y 
The Welcome Soap Co., = St. John, N. B. 

AND WHAT IS BEST, I8 

‘Welcome 

-— Soap. 
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5 Clear Soup. §**=% 
You will want 

ame RE ERE mEBEd) 5 clear Soup for the 

@& Chris mas Dinner, and you can have it easily. Your 

grocer (if he is progressive) has those little English 
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Soup Squares made by E. Lazenby & Son. 

There are Clear soups among them—a delicious 

julienne for esample. Each 

square makes 1} pints of soup. Lazenby’s 

Dissolve one in boiling water— Soup 

Squares. 

Lo Lolo Tol Lolo Lol Lo Lol lool oboe Lobel dA 

that’s all the work there is, 
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FREE Zz: FREEZEZFREER IT: 
Bk iva 

Extraordinary FREE Offer 

Beautiful Solid Gold Shell Ring with 
your Birthday Stone Mounted in 

Genuine Belcher Setting, FREE. 
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YOU PAY NOTHING. Simply send your Name 
SER INTIAL NSN NINN NN and Address on a Post Card, plainly written, 

)@x and we will send you Twelve packages of Petal Perfume (which is a concentration of the 
sweetest flowers) to sell for us, if you can, at 10 cents per package. When sold, send us our money, 

[11] $1.20 only, and we willsend you FREE for your trouble one of our fashionable Birthday 
Rings. Toeach month isdedicated a precious stone, and, according to the Greeks and ancients 

[11] any person wearing the enchanted stone of his birth month, insures them great and unfailing 
g luck. Thus to January is dedicated the garnet ; February, amethyst ; March, bloodstone 3 

(1's April, diamond ; May, emerald; June, agate; July, ruby; August, sardonyx ; September, 
sapphire ; October, opal ; November, topaz, and December, turquois, 3 Y 

LL Remember, to obtain your choice of these rings Free, we only ask you to sell £1.29 worth 

of our goods, Send address on a Post Card at once ; mention this paper, and we will send 
+3 the Perfume, No money required ; we take all risks, Perfume returnable if not sold, 

PETAL PERFUME COMPANY, 

9% Adelaide St. East, - - - TORONTO, ONT. 

FE FREE $72 FREE ZY FREE &55:% 
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 } your way clear to pay 2 
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aac for it . . . . $ WY I LH 

f © Well! There are many who feel 
’ that way, but if you will take the 

time to consult us, we will convince 
you of the possibility of securing a 

we € = piano on such easy terms of pay- 
ment that you will scarcely feel it as an addition to your regular ex- X 
penditure. The years slip around quickly and before you know it 
you will absolutely own a first-class piano free of any encumbrance if 
you purchase on our system. Come and see us, or if you live at a X 
distance write us and we will mail you a beautifully illustrated cata- X 
logue free. ¢ 

W. H JOHNSON CO., Limited. X 

PIANOS & ORGANS, grpyite and, Halifax.  §% 
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{ /, ads 4 ¢ < 4 

When You Order......... LAA ALL LLL] 

PEILEE IST. AND WINES 
weeBE SURE YOU GET OUR BRAND, 

“Wine as a restorative, as a means of refreshment in Debility and Sickness is surpassed by no Proe= 
duct of nature or art.” —PROFESSOR LIEBEG. 

*“‘Pure Wine is inco nparably superior to every other stimulating beverage for diet or medicine.” 

ga Ask for Our Brand and See You Get It <@g 

E.C.SCOVIL  cuniiciteeaan | 62 Union Street. 
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