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Mr. Herbin, in his recent book on
Grand Pre, has taken the posltion re-
specting the character of the Acaciens and
the circumstances of their deportation from
the province, which, from his racial and
poetical sympathies we should expect.
And he gives events in such sequence,
and presents such an array of evidence, as
to make us feel more strongly than ever
before, that argument and conclumon, with
the merit thereof, cannot lie wholly with
the opposite side. We have been told
that the chronicle of the Abbe Raynal was
more fanciful than true, and that the poem
“Evangeline,” drawing its] conclusions
therefrom, has erred, so that we have a
sort of poetical Utopia instead of the veri-
table village of Grand Pre. Who shall
certify, however that the Abbe Raynal’s
account is untrue ? But whether true or
not, in the main features, the elements of
humanity, of justice and of mercy remain,
the same ; and the world, instructed by the
poets exquisite idyl. will continue to re-
cognize at least the ethical and poetic
truth of the pathetic narrative, and will not
in its heart acquit the British authorities of
the harshness, injustice, and cruelty which
have been charged against them.

We have a History of Nova Scotia be-
fore us in which the Abbe Raynal’s
chronicle is quoted, with points of refuta-
tion. *‘The habitations were extremely
convenient, and furnished as neatly as a
substantial farmer’s house in Eurvpe.”
But Messrs. Beaubarnois and Hocquart
writing from Quebec to the Count de
Maurepas, declare ‘‘the Acadians have not
extended their plantations since they have
come under English dominion, their houses
are wretched wooden boxes, without con-
venience and without ornament, and
scarcely containing the necessary furni-
ture.” This the historian must set down
as fact, to the absolute discredit ot Raynal.
But why? Could not this aristocratic French-
man have erred in his estimate of what
sufficed for comfort and content among a
simple peasant people? Or must we sup-
pose he had inspected in detail each vil-
lage and intended his words to be descrip-
tive of the whole? His aim seems to have
been to shew that the conditions ot British
rule had been discouraging to the Acadien
farmers, and they had recently begun to
show signs of slackness and poverty in the
construction of their dwellings, We can-
not be sure that Beauharnois and Hoc-
quart told the absolute truth, and that
Raynal did not. Again, in respect of their
community life, so attractively presented
in the poem, and in the chronicle : ‘“What-
ever little difficulties arose were amicably
adjusted by their elders.”

“Thus dwelt in love these simple
Acadian farmers.” This, in our mind, is
no more than balanced by the counter
statement of Governor Armstrong that
“‘they are a litigious sort of people, and
0 ill-natured to one another, as to daily
encroach on their neighbors’ properties.”
Let him who will, having taken account of
the racial and pelitical situation, of man’s
liability to bias and prejudice in the work
of making good his own cause, accept the
later statement as unqualified truth to the
discredit of an unfortunate people ; but we
refuse to do this. But on the side of
kings and governments there is power, and
often the assertion of righteousness;
though it does not always follow that truth
and justice are there.

Mr. Herbin writes with reference to the
character ot Governor Lawrence, and his
policy toward the Acadiens: “‘The last,
the most famous, the most infamous, of all
the governors of Nova Scotia is now be-
fore us, who is to introduce the last act of
the Acadien dramis. This is Charles
Lawrence, the man who will ever be remem-
bered for his connection with the deporta-
tion of the Acadiens. He was a soldier,
bold and active, keen and intelligent, but
ambitious and unscrupulous to the
highest degree. His antecedents were
humble, but being endowed with
more than ordinary ablity, without
the restraints of a refined or noble nature,
he gave way when opportunity offered for
high purpose and manly action, to the
baser and more sordid impulses which seem
to have ruled his life. He was, moreover.
haughty and disdainful in manner. With-
out real friends, his acts received support
from his agents and from those who were
unable to resist him. Of low cunning, a
consummate flatterer of the higher, an op-
pressor of the weak, with false promises
and every effort to accomplish his own
personal ends, Liywrence has the unenviable
distinction of baving caused the expatria-
tion of the Acadiens, and of having done
it with great cruelty. These facts have
come to light only within a tew years,
through the researches of French writers.”
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We can but wish that Mr. Herbin bhad
cited some documents and authorities in
detail, which perhaps he may do in a later
edition. But with a man of such a charact-
er it can be readily perceived that the bold-
er Acadiens must have been goaded to
such imprudent excesses as might easily
be urged and used against them.

We confess to a foregone sympathy for
the Acadien people, and a respect for
them, which we believe is not without war-
rant in the facts of the case and in justice
and reason as well. We appreciate the
delicacy and difficulty of the political situa~
tion, and the necessity for a loyal and
homogeneous population. We by no means
approve of the acts of treachery and vio-
lence that parties or individuals among the
French committed ; though we think a more
cordial attitude on the part of the English
might have materially relieved the situa-
tion, had it been their aim to retain the
Acadian settlers, and that they might ul-
timately have been brought to take the
oath of allegiance. But we honor the senti-
ment of loyalty fo their native king and
country. That those dear ties of blood
and birth cannot be easily broken bespeaks
an essentially noble and upright
people. We look upon these un-
fortunates as the victims of an un-
settled and charngeable political situation
over which they had no control. We con-
ceive of them as not all warriors, demag-
ogues, or political spies. The majority
were home-loving aflectionate, and do
mestic, as poet and annalist represents
them. Old France was a dear dream of
the heart, and sacred as the unseen para-
dise ; but their real concern, and the dear-
est spot on earth, was that whbich for eighty
years they or their fathers had dwelt upon.
“They had long ago learned the necessity
of making use of the natural conditions of
their surrounding, so that their habits and
customs were characteristic of the country.
It was all the harder for them when the
conditions were changed by being driven
away from their own country, to begin
lfe in places entirely different from what
they had known. Many of them had
ben born to the lives they were now living
and, so to speak, they had become part of
the soil. . . Various amusements made
the cold winter pleasant. Singing, dancing
and open hospitality cheered their homes.
They lived as one large family, bound by
the ties of religion, race and kinship.’
That they were a people of intelligence,
spirit and self respect, with some faculty
for dignified literary expression, is manifest
by the memorial document addressed to
Governor Lawrence and his council, which
was preversely constructed as impertinent.
That the people, as regards the intercourse
ot the sexes, were prudent and virtuous,
is alleged by the Abbe Raynal: ‘“There
never was an instance in this society of an
unlawful commerce between the sexes ™
That pure, elzvated, if not artistic and
literary tastes, and a true poetical feeling,
existed among them, there are not wanting
the indications. Upon such a people, by
the arbitrary decree of a Provincial Gov-
ernor, and without the warrant of the
King whose subjects they were, fell a piti-
less doom. If they had perished by the
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sword, and their ashes bad been leit to
moulder with their households it might
only sound severer. After all it is said
this will remain in the mind of the poet at
least, one of the political crimes detacing

the Anglo-Saxon liurels.
» » L

Several months ago we clipped from a
Canadian paper the following :

“In taking stock now and then of our
Canadian lyrists one name not long since
familiar in college circles in Toronto s
too seldom heard. The thoughtful face
and luminous eyes of Philips Stewart are
affectionately and reverently held in mem-
ory by those who recognizad in the young
poet’s work a promise of great things, un-
bappily unfulfiiled in his early death. He
was our Canadian Keats, and wrote with a
not less vivid sense of beauty. In his
slight book of poems published by Kegan
Paul, Trench & Co., London, is to be
found in a poem entitled ‘‘Corydon and
Amaryliis” the tollowing passage, which
now in these long, warm days which he so
exquisitely describes seems like a regret-
ful echo from the tomb : —

“Will not the voice of spring,

These cheerful signs ot iife and fragrant winds,
That wander through the drooping willows, win
Thee back to glowing life again ? And thon,

O robin, with the mellow flute so full

Of melody, 'twas almost to forget

That this fa ir world of ours could know on? pang
Or tear, it was so beautiful, so full

Ofjoy. How my young heart did wildly bound
With thee in warbling greenness of glad spring !
My youth hath been attuned to thy sweet song;
We have together roamed by mossy streams,
Whose gladness mingled with our own, through

fields
Where buds and berries ripened into bloom,

And by the leafy greenness of cool woods.

Our lives were like a merry dream, serene
And shadowless; passion and apathy

Were far away, when thou wert breathing forth
Thine ecstasy.””

This little book, with its simple title,
“‘Poems, by Philips Stewart,” and its briet
greeting insribcd on a flyleaf, is among
the choicest of our possessions. The
poesy may be reckoned immature, but it
has yet potency of beauty which prophesied
a rare unfolding, had not the young poet
been cut off to untimely. He may be for-
gotten, but some who knew him and who
have his book, will prizs bim for what he
was and for what he might have become.
His sonnet on Keats, and his Lyric,—*In
shadowy calm the boat,” are worthy of a
place in any collection ot Canadian verse.

* * b4

“Zion's Herald” of Boston, and the
**Christian Advocate” of New York, have
an immemorable dispute, reminding us of
the positive man and his pertinacious wife
concerning the identity of rat and mouse.
Briefly to state the facts, as we have
understoocd them,—the original ‘Zion’s
Herald,” which, appearing in Jan. 1823,
was the first religious and denominationa]
weekly in the world but subsequently be-
came by change of proprietorship con-
solidated with the *‘Christian Advocate
and Journal ¥ At a later period a relig-
ious paper was siarted at Boston, which
finally bere, and has borne for many a year
the appropriate and euphonious title of
“Zion’s Herald.” Now the question of
questi ons, which at uncertain periods re-
curs, with much ardor and amplitude of
discussion, is this: Which paper is the
oldest? Itis on the tapis again, and Dr.
Buckley nas spread the matter categorically
over a whole page of the ‘*‘Advocate;” tor
did not Dr. Parkhurst unwaveringly de-
clare in his commemorative number, that
“Zion's Herald” is the oldest Methodist
newspaper 1n the world ;" unmindful of a
foregone controversy, as long as that con-
cerning the supralapsarians, in which each
editor had settled it to his satisfaction. We
should not be surprised if some of the con-
stituency of both papers were slightly
weary of the sight of this venerable chest-
nut, and would recommend a future reti-
cence like that observed by the goodwife
in the ballad of Goethe.

* * *

“‘Great interest attaches to these studies
of negro character” (‘‘Folks from Dixie,”
by Paul Lawrence Dunbar,) says ‘“‘The
London Critic”; ““for the author is himself
a young negro who has written verse of
real distinction. Although the people of
color have often been studied sympatheti-
cally by many authors, ‘Folks From Dixie’
is one of the first contributions which they
have made to literature. One may heartily
praise the book without going to far as
Mr. Howells and hailing it as a work of
genius. The stories are told in a naive
style, and give one the impression of im-
mense good heartedness. The kindly na-
ture of the African is dwelt upon, and Paul
Dunbar does a service to his race in mak-
ing his readers realize it. There are both
humor and pathos in the sketches, some of
which are new in subject and treatment;
others, like ‘‘A Family Feud,” are but old
world themes in a black mask.”

» » = .

We had not supposed that a work of im-
portance by Thomas Carlyle, yet unknown
to the general public, could be in existence ;
but such an unexpected treasure is announ-
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ced as forthcoming during the autumn.
“‘Historical Sketches of Noted Persons and
Events in the Reigns of James I. and Char-
les I.” is its title ; and the reason of its long
delay scems to be that after having written
it the sage of Chelsea contemplated a more
extenvive work on the same subject, which,
however he was diverted from executing
by the greater interest he began to feel in
the preparation ot his ‘‘Cromwell’s Lotters
and Speeches,” in which work he absorbed
considerable of the material he had worked
into the ‘‘Sketches.” I'he manuscript has
been discovered, among a number of the
author's papers, by his nephew, Mr. Alex-
ander Carlyle; and, as it is found to be
in itself a complete and interesting work, it
has been decided to publish it.

* = *

Joaquin Miller, or Cincinnatus Heine
Miller, or ‘‘the wild Byron of the West,”
who drew our early thought to El Dorado,
and made for us enchanted ground of Ari-
zonia and Nicaragua—though he bas grown
gray in the service, is still before usa
striking figure, dramatic and imposing as
ever. He is just home from Klondike, with
nuggets and gold-dust for California as
well as dreams and fancies, and he avers:
“The Klondike mines are certainly the
richest ever found on the face of the globe,
but the gold is ten fold harder to get than

{ in any camp I have ever been in.” Mr.

Miller wears well and 1t is said that bis ‘‘lat-
est portrait shows bhim as having aged but
little, though the snows ot many wiaters
are whitening his lengthening beard and
shortening locks.” Mr. Miller is not ab-
sorbed in poetry to the cxclusicnjof interest
in public affairs, but he has his peculiar
opinions and sympathies. He leans toward
the native ana bohemian peoples, who live
“near to cature’s heart,” rathcr than the
more complex and strongly organized
society. He 1s interested in the ilastern
affsirs, and the prospective American pos

sessions there, and he hasa warm side
turned toware Hawaii and her native glor-
ies. Oa his return from his Pacific voyage
he spoke in rapturous terms of Honolulu,
and denounced the government of Presid-
ent Dols, declaring that ‘‘there had been
nothing so monstrous since the Reign
of Terror.” He has seen some phases of
northern life worthy of poetry, and it is
expected that ‘‘the next book Mr. Miller
gives the public will be inspired by a muse
he found amid the snow-clad Alaska

mountains.”
. * .

The Cincinnati *‘Time’s-Star,” devotes
a whols column to the vilest doggerel ex
tant, and entitles his screed, ‘*A Sucker
State Poet.” The ‘‘poet” is indeed a
““sucker,” and is in the most rudimentary
tadpole state. It must be inferred that to
win the recognition of a western editor an
alleged ‘‘poet” must be sufficiently cheap.
It will be the minimum and not the maxi-
mum of poetic inspiration that brings the
bays. If the ‘‘Sucker State Poet” could
by any possibility have done worse he
might have had an editorial column and a
half. What satisfaction must accrue to a
vain and vulgar soul, bungry for just such
notoriety, who without anjy title to praise
tor bis work, desires promotion. The in-
dulgent editor of a city daily knows what
will meet his wishes.

* . *

The lovers of Ian Maclaren may antici-
pate a new volume of stories to be publish-
ed during the autumn. Pasror FELIx.

Decline of Races,

Offizial statistics are quoted showing
that the birth rate in France has fallen
from 33 per 1,000 at the beginning
of the century to 22 per 1.000, or less than
the death rate. In some of the United
States, however, this matter is even more
serious, it would appear. Thus, the
birth rate in Nevada is given at 16 30 per
1,000 ; Maine. 17.99; New Hampshire,
18.4, and Vermont, 18 5, while California
strange to say, has a birth rate of 19 4
per 1,000, or nmnearly 12 per cent. less
than that of France—a fact which,
in view of the favorable clim-
ate, ample area, and diversity of
interest and employment characteristic of
the State, is most striking. Following
California is Connecticut, which has a birth
rate of 21.03 per 1,000, Massachusetts,
21.5 per, while Rhode Island has 22.5 or
a somewhat higher rate than the French;

then Wyoming, with its 21.8, comes be-
tween M usetts and Rhode Island,

and Oregon figures as 22.5. These data,
it is asserted, show that within a period

circumstances, the Anglo-Saxon race of
inbhabitants of New England and the Pa-
cific coast will be replaced by snother.
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fied with them. I highly recommend Dia-
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“[ bave used a great many of the Dia-

mond Dyes and find them the best tor all

¥inds of dyeing ; will bave no other kind

for my work.”

Mgzs. Jas. HARRIs,
Robinsonville, N. B.

‘I have used the Diamond Dyes with
great success. I recommend them to all
1 «dies who wish to do their own dyeing.
For coloring dress goods they are just
perfect.”

Mgs, McNiLL,
S:anley Bridge, P. E. I.

*“The Diamond Dyes are a great success

I have used them several times and they

always turn out lovely colors. I am de-

lighte 1+ with them ”

Mgs. Jou~n Lowe,
West Selkirk, Man.

““We use the Diamond Dyes and find

them fast and beautiful colors; they are

the best.”

Mgrs. Caas JOHNSTON,
Montgomery, N. W. T,

““Tke Diamond Dyes are the best sold in
the country ; they always give me satisfac-
tion, and I always praise them.”
MARrRY A STEADMAN,
Vancouver, B. C.

The Greater Man,

Neighbors—‘What name did you give
your baby ?’

Newpop—*George.’

Neighbors—‘In honor of Dewey, I pre-
sume P’

Newpop—‘No. In honor of his mil-
lionaire uncle.’—Norristown Herald.

CATARRAH CAN BE CURED.

Catarrh is a kindred ailment of consump-
tion, long considered incurable, and yet
there is one remedy that wjll positively
cure catarrh in any of its stages. For
many years this remedy was used by the
late Dr. Stevens, a widely noted authority
on all diseases of the throat and lungs.
Having tested its wonderful curative powers
in thousands of cases, and desiring to re-
lieve human suffering, I will send free of
charge to =all sufferers from Catarrh,
Asthma, Consumption, and nervous dis-
eases, this recipe, in German, French or
English, with tull directions for preparing
and using. Sent by mail by addressing,
with stamp, naming this paper, W. A.
IY‘ones, 920 Powera%lock, Rochester, N.

Harvey—‘George said he kissed you.
Did he?” Flora (ambiguously)—*‘No#
much.’—Boston Transcript.

DYSPEPSIA.

“For over eleven years I suffered
terribly with Dyspepsia and tried every-
thing I could think of, but got no relief
until I started using Burdock Blood
Bitters. I had only taken one bottle
when I commenced to feel better, and
after taking five or six bottles was
entirely well, and have been so ever
since. I feel as if B. B. B. had saved
my life.” Mgs. T. G. JovCE, Stanhope,

Que.

B. B. B. cures Biliousness, Sick
Headache, Sour Stomach, Dyspep-
sia, Constipation, Coated Tongue,
Liver Complaint, Jaundice, Kidney
Disease, and makes the blood
rich, red and pure. Itis a highly
concentrated vegetable compound.
One teaspoonful is
the dose for adults;
10 to 30 drops for
children. Add the

varying from 60 to 200 years, according to

water yourself.
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