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CALIPH’'S. ——u 

Harrax, N. 8S. Dec. 7, 1898.— Our 

friend, the Attorney General seems to 

have withstood the criticism of his book 

with a remarkable icy coclaess, and now 

contemplates putting a cheap edition on 

the market. A charming widow, resident 

ot the South End has vented her vial of 

wrath on the devoted head of the politico- 

author, snd declares the book unfit to 

reed. Itis to be hoped that this widow 

and the Dalhousie Professor will be allow- 

ed to revise and amend the cheap edition 

so that critical and purient eyes may not 

be offended. 

My remarks anent the alderman of peak- 

ed-cap proclivities may have appoared as 

commendatory of that egotistical piece of 

humanity, If so, please note that ‘‘them’s 

not my sentiments.” Personally I have 

no love nor admiration for the alderman in 

question. I admire courage, but not the 

courage of a baffled rat, which turns on 

1ts pursuer when 1t cannot escape. Courage 

that requires back-bone to face and bear 

the taunts and jeers of an ememy, znd 

courage for opinions s=ke, is worth having, 

and honoring in others. 

It is a great mystery to me how such a 

man as the Aldermin atoresaid found his 

way into the council chamber, and being 

there, why he is permitted to stay 

there. I am sure his absence is much 

preferred to his compiny, unless tha old 

adoge, ‘Birds of a feather flock together 

is once more illustrated and emphasiz:d. 

This perticular specimen of the genus 

homo bafll3s comprehension, and is quite 

a phychological study. 

There ara certain classes of peopls here 

moving in so-called polite society whose 

varnished proboscis is elevated at every 

little tittle-tattle of gossip, and who berate 

with vehemence against certain things pub- 

lished trom time to tims in the pages of 

Procress, Lolding up boly hands of 

terror, and making a mealy mouth over 

some Ji tle bit of plain talk, or unvarnished 

news that may be served up, alas! not to 

their liking. Poor things, they need a mild 

purgative to remove from the system any 

lingering traces of an undigested whole- 

+41f the Cap does not fi*, don’t wear it.”"—0ld Saw. 

COTTIENTS. 

some supper. Their liver is too torpid to 

think good thoughts. 

I have noticed a discussion being car- 

ried on in the columns of an evening daily 

about the meaning or interpretation of the 

word “'labor’ as used by Labor parties or 

agitators. It seems to me that much good 

paper, pens and ink are annually wasted 

in such silly and futile fights. A man with 

halt an eye cannot fail to see that the re- 

lations of Capital and Labor are strain2d. 

That a better adjustment is needed, be: 

fore the working classes can receive jas- 

tice. Reams of paper and oceans of iok, 

will not alter or amend the condition. It 

needs the hearty prac:ical co-orperation of 

+1! the elements employed in labor to unite 

and use capital to the advantage of all con 

cerned. 

“Pendennis,” the talented and erudite 

contributor to the Saturday Evening Mail 

seems to hava slain his critics, like Samson 

ot old with the jiwbone of an aw. His 

proots showing the opposition of the 

churca in al' ages, to progressive tcience, 

are overwh:lming. More power to Pen- 

dennis’ elbow. The same spirit of intol- 

erance and bigotry is rampart to-day. It 

is apparent in every walk of life, but in 

thing religious it stands to block the path- 

way of all true reform. 

It is said that a system of espionage is 

now being carried on by ‘‘the powers that 

be with a view to prosecating the patrous 

of the so-called brothels on South Bruns- 

wick street. Any law that permits such 

an infringement of the personzl rights of 

ths’ individval should not bs tolerated. 

Men who frequent these questionable re- 

sorts should suffer the consequences of 

their own miedeeds, and not be subjact to 

police or other arbitrary regulations. The 

msn who capnot be kept from going to 

dsstraction unless fenced about by law 

end regul ition, spart from bis own inher 

ent conception of what is right and proper, 

should be removed to a padded call in 

Mount Hope. He is not a fit subj ct for a 

civilized community. Let usl:ave free dom 

SAVED THE WRONG MAN. 

Hard Luck Stery Told by a Talkative Life 

Insurance Man, 

‘I always teke a pride in the business’ 

said the z:alous lite insuranca sgent, ‘and 

never fail to take a step that will redound 

to the interests of my company. I think 

the company aj p-eciates my efforts in its 

bebzlf, as a steady increase in salary has 

been my fortune ever since I began work- 

ing forit. But I once had an experience 

that somewhat dampened my ardor and 

showed me that there is a limit in looking 

out for your company’s interests. Iin 

sured a man for $5.000. He was a splendid 

risk, sound as a dollar, and bid fair 

to die ot old age. I felt sure that 

the company would win out on the risk, 

so I was feeling pretty good. Oae day 

soon afterward 1 was going down the river 

ona boatto geta breath of fresh air. 

Looking tha passengers over, I noticed 

that the party I bad insured was on board, 

sitting on the railing in a very carelss 

position. It made me nervous to sit there 

and watch that fellow taking fo many 

chances. I don'c know why itis, but &s 

soon ass man gets his life insured he 

seems to think that he can flirt with death 

like a yellow fever immune. 

‘At last the expected happened. He 

lost his balance and fell overboard. I 

rushed to the railing and saw at once thst 

the fellow could not swim. I sm a pretéy 

good swimmer myself and ths party in the 

water represented $5000. I couldn't 

afford to see the company lose that money 

right betore my very eyes, so 1 plunged in 

after him. I hid a deuce of a time with 

him betore help arrived and at ope time I 

thought it was uo with both of us. Bat 

belp arrived a> last and we were pulled 

our. Then I found that I was not yet out 

of the woods. Thue party was unconscious 

and it was & question whether he wou'd 

live or die. 1 got him ashore and hired 

avery doctor I could get to work over him, 

regarcliss cf expense. 
[hey succeeded in bringing him 

around at last and I was in the act of send- 

ing a glowing account to my company, 

together with a preity stiff bill, when I 

made the discovery that he wasu’c the fel: 

low I had insured, only a man that looked 

like him. Worse than that be was insured 

for $25,000 in a rival company.'—Detroit 

Free Press. 

What She Sail. 

Maud: ‘Oa, Ethel! and what did you 

say to him when h: proposed to you? Did 

you eay what vou said you were going to 
the other day? That was a noble spsech, 

just suited to crush the boldest man. And 

did e slink away like a whipped dog 

Ethel: ‘Well, not exactly. You see, 

[ didn’t say just that. I—I—well—er— 
to a man to act as bekoves a man,

—and not 
er—well, you see, I sail ‘yes.’ 

GUN COTTON. 

Details of the Manufacture of a Violent Ex- 

plosive. 

The use of gun cotton 1n the charging of 

torpedoes and for other purposes has be- 

come so enormous that some aocount of its 

modern manufacture is of interest. Pure 

raw cotton or ordinary cotton waste, which 

is commonly seen in all places where ma- 

chinery is used, is steeped in a solution of 

one part of nitric aud three parts of sul- 

phuric acid. It is the former that renders 

the substance explosive, the latter being 

used only to absorb the water, thus per- 

mitting the nitric acid to combine more 

readily with the cellulose of the cottoz. 

After being soaked several hours in the 

.cids the cotten is removed and passed be- 

tween rollers to expel from it the non-ab- 

rorbed acid. The cotton is then thorough- 

ly washed to remove any acid still remain- 

ing which would decompose the cotton if 

permitted to remain init. This washing 

process is a long one, requireing machinery 

which reduces the cotton to much the same 

condition to which rags are reduced ina 

paper mill—a sort of pulp. 
[t it is to be used in the manufacture of 

1" wder the cotton is still further palverizad 
and is then thoroughly dried. Itit is for 
use 1n torpedoes it is compressed into 
shapes that make it easy to pack ito tor- 
pedo heads. The form varies greatly, 
sowelimes being disk-shaped, sometimes 
cylindrical ; again it is in flat equares and 

again in cubes. The gun cotton when not 
compressed is light, about th: weight of 
an equal bulk of common baiting. Ter- 
rible as it is as an explosive, a brick of it 
when wet may be placed upon hot coals, 
and as the moisture dries off the cotton 

flikes-and burns quietly. When dry how- 
ever, it will explode with great violence if 

exposed to a temperature of about 320 de- 
grees, 

It is uenally fired by detonation, or an 
intense shock, which produces a more 

In the torp2do the wet cotton 1s detonated 
by the explosion of dry cotton in a tube, 
which is fired by a cap of fulminate of mer- 
cury, which is, in ture, fired by the impact 
of the torpedo against the hull of the vessel 
toward which it is discharged. 
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New Glasgow’s Sensation. $ 
ai Sh 

New Grascow Dac. 8—Copies of PRo
G: 

RESS were at 8 premium on last saturda
y, 

not less then five hundred enquiries havin
g 

been made at one book store. The few wh
o 

had copies were besieged for liberty to cop
y 

the article on the ¢ E ect of New Glasgow’ 

which appeared in that issue. Little did 

your nimbl3 correspondent think when sh
e 

attempted to recite the talk of the town as
 

truthfully as possibls and without malice, 

that such a furore would be created, 

guesses as to tbe identity of the writer 

were many, but all wide of the mark. One 

half of the town, ia fact the great propor- 

tion, enjoyed the article, and those who 

were hit, tried to accept the situation as 

gracefully as possible, but there was an 

undercurrent of bitterness as there always 

will be when people act foolisbly in social 

matters. A number of the bachelors are 

trying to decide whether they will continue
 

in the wild whirl of social gajieties, or re- 

tire to the mo aster; at Tracadie and live a
 

lite of celibecy where the charms of either 

the bon-ton or the fantastic trip will not 

allure them. 
(From the Railway News) 

A Ripple in Sociaty. 

Last Siturday's issue of the St. John 

Progress was in great demand in New 

Glasgow. It contained severe strictures 

upon that ‘touch m -aot” poriion of the 

hum n race known as the ‘‘appercrust of 

society,” and while the “‘yalgare™ scught 

Progress, the **four hundred” fimed and 

frotbed at the sudacity of the ‘‘common 

folks” presuming to criliicz their dologs. 

Every town bas its coterie, whizh may 

well be characterized ‘‘codfish eristoc- 

racy,” and untortunately New Glasgow is 

ths gradation of tbe classes and the just 

causes for ostracism from the ‘‘inner 

circle.” Such a function was recently 

undertaken by the New Glasgow aristoc- 

racy of mushroom growth and great diffi- 

culty was experienced in selecting thore 

just eligible, as some who possessed many 

of the necessary qualifications oy birth 

and otherwise, wera by their avoca'ion In 

life brought in contact with the ‘common,’ 

and thus they forteited the rights and priv- 

ileges of the class to which, in some cases 

their ancestors and in other cases, those 

pear and dear to them belonged, while 

thir associations prevented complete os- 

tracism. The ‘select’ committee were in a 

quandry. ‘Coutawisation’ was undesir- 

sble and a comingling of th? clisses wou'd 

necessarily bave to be prevented, and for 

this purpose a red flag was first suggested, 

but this was improved upon by a second 

member who proposed that upon the ap- 

pearanc? of the ‘four huadred’ in the ball 

room the ‘common’ would juietly retire 

to the dining hall and vice versa. A more 

brilliant idea, how:ver, came glancing 

through the mind of another member and 
it was that the room ba stalled off by 

means of barb wire into four compart- 

ments, labelled respectively *‘tiu pot aven- 

u3,” “‘mechenicville,” “‘clerks jand ccunt- 

erhoppers”dand, upon ‘a raised dias, the 

«top-notchers” An important feature of 

the latter plan was that while the coming- 

ling was completely prevented economy 

was practised by having one music do for 

all the compar:ments. After some dis- 

agreements the matter was submitted to 

¢‘gouncil learned in the law” and authority 

consulted on the ‘‘financial” standing of 

the proposed invited and finally the ball 

was held, but as the correspondent of 

ProGress claims that the exclusion of the 

“ordmsry dances” brought info bloom 

quite a large cluster of will fl wers we 

no exception, ani when these attempt 

¢0zial functions the *‘fat is in fire” over 
doubt it it was a success. A socisty ball 

is s difficult task to undertake. 

a
 

222222222] 

Their Wordy Warfare. 

SII IIR IRR 8II) 
Havurax, Dec. 7—The city council 

meetings bere are looked upon by many 

citiz ‘ns as a great farce and th: language 

used by some of the aliermen is avytbing 

but becoming to such an august body. At 

times the proceedings are simply ridicu- 

lous, and of such a character tha one can 

bardly real z» that thealdermen are respre- 

senting the cizens of Halifax. The 

epithets used occasionally may be very 

appropciate, but the couicil chamber 

is not by any means a popular place where 

such a fl)w of ungentlemany and uncalled 

for remarks should be brought with play. 

Of eourse it suits some of the city fathers to 

be always in hot water—in fact they would 

not be happy naless they were. It seems 

to be a hobby of theirs to be always wrang- 

ling and fighting with their brother alder- 

men, and finding fault with the officials. 

Of late 1t is becoming quite common for a 

scene to occur during some part of the 

proceedings, and when itis known that a 

meeting is to be held, the chamber is al ways 

more or less filled up with persons who go 

there fo nothing else than to see the fun. 

The meetings the past few months have 

been more than 1 vely, and at the present 

time there is every prosp:ct of a continu- 

ance of the sama. Tke ‘‘kickers’ as they 

are termed are generally responsible tor all 

of this troubls. Oae of them is a represen- 

tative of ward four whl: the other one is 

from ward six. Between the two they usual- 

ly mix matters up, and open fire on the 

other side of the council. The ‘‘solid 

south” is th2 term applied to the aldermen 

who represent the three lowar wards. 

They stand together like one man and 

never fail to get what they want. The re- 

presantatives of the northern wards do 

not work so well together. They are not 

united, and therefore they usually coms 

out on the wrong end. In the majority of 

cases, it is the North vs the South, and the 

latter are always the victors. The ‘people's 

Edward” is of late causing a lot of trouble 

at the meetings. He always his & Dot of 

talk, but it goes for naught, as no one 

pays any attention to him. In fact Le 

can’t take a bint to bo seated when it is 

given him. He furnishes most of the fun 

tor the audience. Between ths heavy- 

weight alderman from ward two and the 

“People’s Edward” thers are many spats. 

At the meeting last week there were some 

very lively ex hanges. The matter under 

dis:ussion was the removal of certain 

houses of questionable character on Sou'h 
Brunswick. The Alderman for ward four 
was giving an oration on the matter, when 
the represenative from ward two chinaed 
in, and said he hoped that particular at- 

tention would be paid a plac: near Duke 
street. This remark evidently touched 
a sore spot in ward four alderman’s heart 
and be replied quickly—listen to that 
dam cur from Windsor again.” The same 
alderman continuing said that the street 

was 10 a far worse condition now than ¢ver 
it was. Mayor Stephen took exception to 
those remarks and said that such was not 

the case. The stre:t is freer from vics and 
crime now than it had been for years. This 
brought the weird faced alderman to his 

feet aga. He said ; ‘well the only reply 

I cen mike your worship is that you have 
not visited that locality at the proper hour 

at night, it you bad, you wouli not make 

such a statement.” 
Alderman Lane claims that this city is 

as good morally and socially as any other 
on the continent. Ald. Faulkaer who is 

looked upon as one of the most straight 
forward abd out spoken members of the 
counil expresses the opinion that the police 
do not do their duty as they should. 

If they were siricter in follow- 
ing out the law the p-esent state of 
affairs would not exist todsy. Nothing 
appears to better the junior aldermin from 

ward six but the: Board of Health, and the 

city engineers. He presumably feels alittle 

sore over not being a member of the board 
this year, and that is mainly the reason for 
bis at'i‘ude in this respect. Then the en- 

gineer did not agre2 with his v.ews on that 
famous ‘‘smoke test” case and he is at the 
mercy of the alderman for the part he took 
in it. There is little use of the council try- 
ing to #qairm around now over {he agiiation 
about the houses on Brunswick Street, it is 

to late for the alderman say that the mat- 
ter has been under consideration for 

some time past. Th2 public know better 
than that, and if it were not for the firm 

stand taken by the School board, the 

same thing woull go on up to the 

present time, without ever being mention- 

ed. Ths is a well known Jact as the 

police commission time end agein ignored 

commun’cation from the School Board, but 

was at list driven to take some action on 

the matter. Great things are now ex- 

pected at any moment. They have got a 

move on at last, and the war no doubt will 

be ‘carried into Africa.” 

But He Didn't Take Any, 

It seems that in the lecture-room one day 

the doctor was much annoyed by the inat- 

tention of the students. 

‘(entlemen,’ he said, with emphasis, ‘a 

physician's first daty is accurate observation 

and rigid attention. You are neither look 
ing at what I am doing nor hearing what I 
am saying. I shill dismiss the class now, 
but hereafter remember I shall exact the 
closest attention.’ 
The next day the doctor camo? into the 

lecture-toom with a bottle containing a 
very dirty looking liquid. 

‘Gentleman,’ be sad, *I hold in my band 
a bottle of jalap. Of course, you are aware 

that as physicians we have very much die- 
agreeable duties to perform. We must, 
for instance, test such messes as this in 

order that we may accurately know their 

taste. It is a somewhat neuseous operation 

but a necessary one. Observe, I first 

place my finger in the bottls and then in 
my mouth.’ 

The class was visibly disgusted, but the 

lecturer had placed it on the ground of a 

physician's duty. So, with many grinaces 

they all dipped a fioger in the bottle and 

then placed the same finger on their 

tongues. When the bottle came back to 

the doctor he chuckled audibly. 
‘G2ntlemen,’ be said, ‘had you remem- 

bered my remarks at the 11st lecture about 

accurate observation, you would bave 

saved yours:lves a very disagreeable ex- 

periment. An accurate observer could 

not bave failed to notice that I put my 

for finger into the bottle and my middle 

fi ger 1a my mouth.’ 
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Three bottles completely cure 
Salesman Wrought Iron Range Cc , St. Louis, Mo. 

Aver’s Cherry Pectoral 5d 
Cures zi] Coughs and Colds. * 

For free medical advice, write to our Doctor, : 
care J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass. pe 
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that kill are not distinguished by any mark or sign from 
coughs that fail to be fatal. Any cough neglected, may sap 

the strength and undermine the health until recovery is 
impossible. All coughs lead to lung trouble, if not stopped. 

Dr. Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral Cures Coughs. 

“My little daughter was taken with a distressing cough, 
which for three years defied all the remedies I tried. Af 
length on the urgent recommendation of a friend, I began to 
ES her Dr. AYER'S CHERRY PECTORAL. After using ona, 
ottle I found to my grea. surprise that she was improviug. 

her.”—J. A. GRAY, Trav. 
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