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A FEMALE PICKPOCKET. 

FUNERAL IN CHICAGO ATTENDED 

BY 2,000 PERSONS. 

The Most Skilful Orimioal in Her Line 

Knowa t» Police Anunls~Ooly one Con- 

viction Agaiost Her—Her Trip to 

the Queen's Jubilee, 

A few dsys ago there was buried in 

Chicago & woman named Minnie Daly, 

whose funers! was attended by no lewer 

thad 2,000 persons. It was a gathering 

in which no man’s watch was safe. Most 

of the expert hold-up men, second-story 

thieves, pickpokets, confidence men, 

counterfeiters, shoplifters, and general 

crooks who inbabit Chicago were present 

at the final ceremonies over one who had 

been tbe peer of the best—or worst—ot 

them in crime. Not only the police, but 

the fraternity of crooks themselves, say 

that Minnie D.ly had the lighiest finger 

and the cool:st nerve of any man or wo 

man who has ever made a living in this 

country by the art of the ‘‘gentls touch ;” 
in other words, that she was the most 

skiltul pickpocket in the American annels 

of crime. 
From what circumstances Minnie Daly 

descended to her career is not clea ly 

known, for she who was so ready to talk of 
her exploits maintained an unbroken til- 
ence as to her origin and life. Her first 

appearance upon the crimins! records was 
in 1888, when she covli not have been 

more than 19 years old. It was the first 

and list time in a career ef varied risks 

that she was so fairly caught at her 

business of picking a pocket as to make a 

conviction possible. 

‘Il was young at it then,” she used to 

say of this episode. ‘Just asI had the 

ticker out my ¢lbow turned and the guy 

had me by the wrist with his chain hang- 

ing from my hand.” 
“The guy’ was a merchant of whom she 

bad been asking directions at a railroad 

station, One year in Juliet Penitentiary 

was her sentence for this job and she came 

out eager to resume her shifty trade. 

Where she got the money to start in life 

anew after her release trom Juliet is anoth- 

er dark point, though her name was con- 

pected with that ot a Chicago politician of 

evil repute. At any rate, rhe returned to 

Chicago, set up a quiet little establishment 

of her own, dressed well, went to the 

theatres and other places of amusement 

and carried herselt so circumspectly that 

her landlord supposed her to be a well 

paid employee of a department store and 

a most respectable young person. Some 

knowledge of the great stores she had, for 

much ot her work was done in them, and 

was not above adding to her resources 

by an occassional dab at shoplifting, 

though she always said that the returns in 

that line were inadequate to the risks. 

Every store detective in the city came to 

know her as a crook ; not one of them ever 

succeeded in catching her. It was a cash 

girl who came nearest to getting her, but 

the pickpocket’e ready wit saved her then 

as it did many times thereafter. She had 

substituted ber pocketbook for that of a 

woman who had laid one on tbe counter 

while making a purchase and the little cash 

girl saw her do it. All in excitement she 

ran forward ; the criminsl saw her and held 

out the stolen purse to its owner. 

‘Pardon m+,’ she said celnly, *I think I 

took your purse in mistake tor my own.’ 

That was ¢11 there was to it. The cash 

girl vehemenily declred that it wasa 

case of theft, but there was no proof and 

nothing could be dons. Thereatter when 

Minnie D.ly visited that store a detective 

followed her about everywhere, and this 

gave her great delight, so much so that she 

made a practice ot doing her shopping at 

that place. Her presence otf mind in em- 

barrassing situations was powerfclly ae- 

sisted by her appearance. Of ber as the 

looked at this time a Chicago police cffi er 

says: 

‘] have s:ldom seen a more frank ex- 

pression or a more honest face than hers. 

It was the finest outfit imaginabl: for a 

crook. She had light browa hair, wide, 

olear blue eyes, a rather square but de- 

cidadly pretty face and a certain styls of 

her own in dress and appearance. See 

her out on the street and you'd take her 

for a respectable gil of good circum- 

stances. She never looked fast, and I 

guess for a woman whe was on the crook 

she kept herselt pretty particular. I don't 

know how many times we've arrested her, 

but we never could get evidenc: te con- 

vict her and sc we finally let her & lone.’ 

In 1891 Minnie Daly took to attending 

public dances of a decent character, such 

as balls given by the political associations, 

and it was an off night with her when she 

did not bring back with her at least ore 

diamond, usually a stud. It was her boat 

that she could unscrew a stud {rom a man’s 

shirt front while she was talking to him 

and not give him a suspicioz cf what was 

going on literally under his very nose. A 

young sport of a somewhat prominent 

family who met her at one of these dances 
and escorted ber home afterward bad her 
arrested on a charge of stealing a gold 
watch and chain, a diamond and ruby pin, 
and something more than $100 in cash, 
but the charge was mysteriously withdrawn 
and the accused went free. Not long after 
that an ex-aldermsn accused her of ‘touch- 
ing’ him for some $400, bu. this also came 

to nothing. 
Early in 1893 Minnie did form a part- 

nership with Barney Birch, No. 2122 in 

the New York Rogues’ Gallery, apd work- 
ed with bim in Chicago, Milwaukee and 

other Western cities. The partnership 

was of another kind, also. In the criminal 
records she appears as married to Birch, 
which may mean little or nothing, but she 
frequently claimed that she was legally 
married, and be has never denied it, so far 

as is known. Toey worked east as far as 
Philadelphia on one trip, but didn't get as 
tar as New York. They almost invariably 

worked together, and a favorite trick was to 
go to some concert h: ll and get into con- 
versation with persons there. While one 

of them was talking to the victim, the other 
would go through bis pockets. Usually 
it was the woman who did the actual *touch- 
ing,’ as Birch, who is himself one ot the 

most skilful pickpockets in the business, 

cheerfully admitted his companion’s super- 
jority. A story is still told in Chicago of 
how the pair were standing on a street 
corner talking with a saloon keeper, who is 

also a betting man, when Birch remarked 
that his wife could ‘pinch’ anything that 
was in plain sight, froma man. The sa- 
loon man held that any man who permitt- 

ed his pockets to be picked was either 
drunk or a fool, and the controversy end- 

ed in a bet of $50 as to the woman’s ability 

to get the watch of a friend of the raloon 
keeper who was standing on the next corn- 

er. 
“You stand right here and watch,’ said 

Birch, ‘and maybe you'll ree how it’s done.’ 
‘What'll you give me for the ticker if I 

get it P’ whispered Minnie Daly, leaning 

over to him. 
‘Give you a fifty and sell it back to him 

for a hundred,” was the reply. 
In a few minutes the pair were in con 

versation with the subject of the experi- 
ment. Presenily Birch turned sharply, bis 
elbow caught the man in the waistcoat, 
and the watch was gone so neatly that the 
end of the chain was left in the man’s 
pocket. On their return to the bettor they 

demanded the $50 and got it. 

‘Where's the fifty I'm to get for the 

watch ?’ asked the women. 
At this the saloon man made some de- 

mur, whereupon the added: 
‘For that fifty I'll throw in another 

watch,” and she pulled out the bettor’s 
own chronometer which she had gently 
abstracted at the moment when she was 
whispering in bis ear. 

The unsuspecting subject of the bet got 
back his watch, for Minnie said it would 

be a low trick to keep it, as she had made 

enough out of the transaction without it. 
When she returned from Europe in 1897 

she had been over there two years, and in- 

cidentally taken in the Queen’s Jubilee. 

She was interviewed by a reporter from one 
of the Chicago papers, to whom she said : 

*You want to know what kind of a time 

I’ve had ? Well, it's been great and 1've 
done a lot of business too. You know, I 
believe in bringing foreign money back to 
America, and I brought a good bit of it 

atter paying all my expenses and living on 

the fat of the land all the time. They took 
me for an American heiress, I guess, and 1 

might bave got an earl or something of that 
kind to bring back with me if J was in that 
line ot business, bnt they cost too much to 
support. 1'd heard such a lot about Scot- 
land Yard and the sharp British bobbies 
that I didn’t know as I'd take a chance with 
any work at all over in England ; but, bless 
you it's the eaiest game yet. I worked 
right through the jubilee, and got more 
rocks and sparklers and leathers trom the 
Johnnies than 1'd strike in a vear here, and 
the leathers were stuffed too. Victoria 
wasn't the only one that had a diamond ju- 
bilee ; look at those,” and she actually un- 
tied a handkerchiet and showed the report- 
er a number of fine diamonds which had 
been removed irom their settings. 

‘The sparklers are the thing,” said she. 
‘1’d rather get them than the long geeen, 
even. 

*The last time I saw Minnie Daly,” says 
Capt. McClusky, Chict of the Detective 
Bureau, ‘was just as she was coming out of 
the Empire Theatre last winter. She was 
with some other woman, and a very re- 
spectable looking pair they made. She 
recognized me the minute she saw me and 
hurried away, though I've no doubt she 
was merely out for pleasure and not on 
business.’ 

Little is known of the circumstances 
preceding her death, whieh took place at 
St. Vincent's Hospital in this city a fort- 
night ago. She was brought to the hospit- 
al in a carriage by iriends three we. ks ago, 
suffering from a disease ut the order of 
paresis, the caute of the death of a pro- 
portion of criminals. As soonas ber death 
was announced the body was ordered ship- 
ped to Chicago, when a big semi-public 
funeral was h 1d. Her general reputation 
in Chicago was that of a sort of Robin 
Hood, who robbed the rich and gave to 
the poor. It is said that she did give con- 

siderable amounts to charities and church 
work and that she never robbed a pocr 
man or a good one.—N. Y. Sun. 

A CANVASSER'S EXPERIENCE, 

Suftered From Kidney Trouble and Rheum 
atism—Was Becoming Despondent When 

Aid Reached Him, 

From the Journal St. Catharines. 

One of the most recent witnesses about 
Fouthill and vicinity regarding the virtues 
of Dr. William's Pink Pills is John F. 

Price, who is widely known in the Niagara 
District as he has been on the road as an 
advertiser and canvasser for six years, and 
bas thousands of acquaintances. His com- 
plete cure has added fresh lustre to the re- 
putation of this great medicine. Hearing 
of Mr. Price's sufferings and restoration, a 

bistory of his case was requested. His 

story is: —I am 26 years of age and bave 
been 1 filicted with rheuma:ism for seven 
years. At times I have been unable to get 
my clothes on or off without assistance, and 
have often been compelled to have my 
food cut for me at table. In the winter of 
1897 I was attacked with la grippe which 

settled in my kidneys. I then became 
#0 ill that I was compelled to abandon all 

employment. At that time my liver and 
kidneys combined in what seemed to me 
their last attack. I used several medicines 
and doctored in Buffalo and St. Catharines 
without getting any relief, so my confi- 

dence in medicine was about gone. I was 
getting no rest day or night and was be- 
coming despondent, finally I was persuaded 
to try Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. I did so 
and have used in all eight boxes, and am 

now able to state that I {eel better than in 
the past ten vears. These pills are the 
nearest to a specific of anything 1 ever 
used, and they are the cheapest and best 
medicine I ever tested, having thoroughly 
reached my case and effected a cure. I 

feel so gratified tor the relief I have ob- 
tained that I thiok it my duty to publicly 

make this statement. If all who are suf- 
fering will give Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 

an honest tris], I am sure they will be as 
enthusiastic in their praise as I am. 

The Incian Postal Service, 

The postal service in India extends as 
far north as Kolghur, a village of the Him- 
alayas. Beyond this point a latter is sent 
by a native runner, who carries the mis- 
sive for days in the split end of a stick, and 
delivers it at the end of bis journey as clean 
as when he received it. These runners are 
so honest that money 1s intrusted to them, 
which they will carry tor days, along wild 
mountain tracks, where they could never 
be traced, and then deliver it into the right 
hands. 

Permanently So, 

Weary Watkins—I see some of the 
papers are agitating the wide tire questicn 
again for better roads. 
Hungry Higgins—I don’t know much 

about wide tires, but I know I've gota 
litelong oce. 

CLAIMED MONEY, 
We have tae names of 800 persons who 

are advertised for to clsim money— 
money left to each person mentioned, or 
it dead their beirs are wanted to make 
claim Many of those persons came to 
Canada and now know notbiag about it. 
There is no expense whatever in obtaining 
any of these legacies. Send stamp for 
new list. 

McFARLANE & CO. Truro, N. 5 

OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements undertnis heading not excs: ding 
five lines (about 36 words) cost 26 cents each 
gaa Five centsextra for every additional 
ine 

0YS can earn a Stem-Wind Watch and Chain 
during the Summer Holidays, by selling $2.50 

worth of our 5c. and 10c. goods—-10 kinds, assorted. 
Boys who send to the States for goods have to pay 
soc. duty. Goods not sold exchanged. No money 
required. Write at once, stating your father's occu- 
sation, and we will mail the goods. 

Manufacturers’ Agency Co., Toronto, Ont, 

A GENUIN FOUNTAIN PEN FOR 35¢, 
J Imitaiion hard rubber barrel 

with gold-plated pen. Sati:taction gaaranteed. 
Postpaid 35 cents. Brunswick NoverLry Co, 
Bosto., Mass. 

] ANTEDE: an Old Established House—High 
Grade Man or Woman, good Church 

standiug, willing to learn our business then to act 
as Manager and State Correspondent here. Salary 
$900 Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope to 
a T. Elder, Manager, 278 Michigan Ave. Chicago, 

STAMPS COLLECTIONS and old stamps 
) bought for cash. State size of 

collection or send list. For particulars address 
Box 358 St. John, N. B. 

R ES | DENG . at Rothesay for sale or to rent 
for the Summer months. That 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop 
erty aboutone and a half miles from Rothesay Sta- 
tion and within two minutes walk of the Kennebec~ 
casis. Rent reasonable. Apply to H. &. Fenety, 
Barrister-at-Law, Pugsley Building. 24 6-t 

No Summer /;#* 

Vacation, 

ST. JOHN'S COOL SUMMER WEATHER, 

combined with our superior ventilation facilities, 

make s'udy with us just as agreeable in July and 

August as at any other time. 

Just the chance for teachers and others to take up 

the ISAAC PITMAN SHORTHAND and our 

NEW METHODS (the very latest) of BUSINESS 

PRACTICE. 
Students can enter at any time. Send for ( ata~ 

logue. 
S. KERR & SON, 

Oddfellows’ Hall. 

FROM INDIA AND CEYLON 

Heys Jeas 
ELEPHANT BRAND 

PURITY AND STRENGTH 
Combined with flavour, inake Tetley’s Elephant Brand Indo Ceylon 
Packet Teas, favorites the world over. These qualities and their 
low prices have made them known as 

Best of Tea Value 
Sold in lead packets only. Retail price on every packet. 

25¢c. TO $1.00 PER LB. 

If your grocer cannot supply you, write us and we will see your order is filled. 

JOSEPH TETLEY & CO., London, Eng., Canadian Head Office, 14 Lemoine St., Montreal, 
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We carry the Standard Sizes, and can supply special designs 

at short notice, 
A great saving can be effected by using a good Show Case. 
Send for Catalogues and get our prices which will be 

found very low. 

EMERSON & FISHER, 
75 to 79 Prince Wm. Street. 

P. S. Ice Cream Freezers, Hammocks, Lawn Mowers, Garden Sets and .other 
seasonable goods. 

gE NOW WE HAVE IT! £3 

(GJLEASON’S HORSE BOOK 
The Only Complete Authorized Work By America’s 

KING OF HORSE TRAINERS, 

PROFESSOR OSCAR R. GLEASON, 

Renowned throughout America and recognized by the United States 

Government as the most expert and successful horseman of the age, 
The Whole Work, comprising History, Breeding, Training, Breaking. 

Buying, Feeding, Grooming, Shoeing, Doctoring, Telling Age,{and 
General Care of the Horse. 

No one can fool you 

on the age of a 

horse after 

you have 

You will know all 

about a horse 

after”. you 
have 

read 

it. 

= al! ) ; 

Gleason 

subduing : arger crowds 

* Black Devil,” than the great 

the man-eating “a P. T. Barnum, with 

his big show. ever did. 

416 Octavo Pages. 173 Striking Illustrations’ 

Produced under the direction of the U.'S. Government] Veterinary 

Surgeon. In this book Prof. Gleason has given to the world for the first 
time his most wonderful methods of training and treating horses. 

10.000 SOLD AT $3.00 EACH. 
But we have arranged to supply a limited number of copies to our 

subscribers ABSOLUTELY FREE. First come, First served. 

stallion, at Philada., Pa 

| Regardless of the fact that thousands upon thousandszof these-books have been 
| sola at $3 00 each, we have by a lucky hit arranged to and will for a limited 

period send a copy free, post paid, together with The Progress for one year, ou 

if receipt of $2.00 the regular yearly subscrintion rate. Old subscribers ean also 
er receive ajcopy of the book by sending $2.00 and have their subscription advanced 

one year. 
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