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About the Kingdom of God 

It is customary to speak of two advents, 

the first and the second coming of our 
Lord ; his first advent in the fl:sh of our 

salvation, and bis second advent in glory 
for judgement of the quick and the dead. 

The period between these two advents is 
rezarded as a period of preparation, of 

watching and waiting for the return of the 

absent King. But the anxious watchers 
are to be industrious workers; and they 
watch to best advantage who work most 
diligently. We are to wait not only for the 

Lord but upon him. Weare to toil in his 
vineyard. We are to preach his Gorpel to 

every creature. We are to disciple the 

nations; and, in obeying that command, 
we have the assurance of his personal lead- 

ership. His withdrawal from the world 
was only apparent. lle ‘departed as to 

the fl:sh; h» remained, and ever remains, 

in the power of his Spirit. The day of 

Pentecost was as real an advent as the 
day of bis birth, and as the hour of his 

coming to judgement will be. So that we 

should speak of three advents: 

the advent in the flesh for our salvation, 
the advent in the Spirit for the establish- 

ment of the Kingdom of God on earth, and 
th: advent in glory for judgement ot the 

quick and the dead. And the days in 

which we are living are the days of the 

recond advent, whose great task is the 

evangelization of the world, the conversion 

of the nations. 
It we want to make our view cover the 

entire period of human his‘ory, reaching 

its goal in the Kingdom of God, we may 

regard the pre-Chrisiian centuries as a 

preparation for the kingdom, the Incarna- 

tion as the inauguration of the kingdom, 

the dispensation of the Holy Spirit as the 

extension and the consolidation of the king- 
dom, and the advent in glary as its gradu- 

ation in‘o eternal security and blessedness. 

Fourtold in form, it is one end indivisible 
in spirit and life. It is the rule of God in 

the bearts of mea. It is the sovereignty of 
Jesus Christ over human souls. 

What is the nature cf this kingdom P? 

What is the principal, what is the power, 

of this sovereignty? What is the aim of 

the rule of God on earth, and what is the 

power by which that rule is made effective ? 

Jesus himself has answered these questions. 

and n:ver more clearly than when he least 

seemed to be a king. Standing at the bar 

of Pilate, the amszad Roman judge arked 

him: ‘Art thou a king, then? Calmly 

came back the answer: ‘I am. That is 

the meaning of my birth. It is not 2 sud- 

den ambition which has seiz:d me. I was 

born to rule. But my kingdom is not of 

this world. It does not mean a palace, 

and a throne, and great armies. It is not 

with Cw ar that I have any controversy. 

I came to make &n end of falsehood. 

1 am a witness unto the truth; and 

all who are children of the 

truth, hesr me, and follow me.” So 

+ then, the Kingdom of God is the reign ot 
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truth. And in his conversation with 

Nicodemus, Jesus pointed out the agency 

by which the truth was to obtain the sov- 

ereignty. Ths citizens of t he kingdom 

are they who are born from above, born of 

the Holy spirit. This completes the 

answer. The Kingdom of God is the sup- 

remancy of trutb, secured by the Spirit of 

promise and power. The Sermon on the 
Mount elaborates the answer, and the 

parables illustrate it. Whose is tke King- 
dom of Heaven? It belongs to the poorin 

spirit, to such as mourn, to the meek to all 

who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

to the merciful, to the pure in heart, to the 

percemakers, to such as are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake. These are the salt of 

the earth, these are the light of the world. 

He sums it all up in the saying that our 

righteousness must exceed righteousness of 

the scribes and Pharisees, it we would enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven ; and then he 
proceeds to outline the incisiveness and 

the spirituality or the law of God. We 

are to share in the moral perfection of 

God himself. The kingdem is the right. 

ousness of the Eternal, and which only the 

Tternal can impart. The parables con- 

firm and illustrate tha answer. We need 

only consider two ot them, the parables of 

the Sower and of the Prodigal Son. The 
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first teaches us that tbe Kicgdom of God 
comes by the sowing of the truth in the 
hearts of men, and its fruitsge in their 
lives. The second teaches us that citizen- 
ship in the kingdom is the free and unde- 

served gift of God to those who bave 
squandered their substance, and who in 
godly penitence make appeal to his 
mercy. The answer is the same; the 

Kingdom of God is the sovereignty of 

truth in the hearts and lives of men, 

secured by supernatural Divine agency. 
The wbole matter 18 admirably summed up 

by Paul, whén be tells us that the Kingdom 

of God is ‘sighteousness, peace, and joy 

in the Hcly Ghost.” It is the reign of 

righteousness,’ a word which means more 

than justice, which is the equival:nt of 
‘salvation,’ weaving together truth and 

mercy; so thst purity is aflume with the 

passion of love, and love is intent upon 

absoluth purity. Such a reign of righteous- 
ness produces peace, and girdles the earth 
with joy. And that is not the product of a 

natural evolution, but of supernatural 
grace; it is the work of the Holy Ghost. 

The Kingdom of God, then, is the 

sovereignty of the righteousness, 
which is God's free gift to men by 

the agency of the Holy Spirit. 

This makes clear a second thing, the 

method of administration. It is rational, 

for the incorruptible s2ed is the Word of 

God. And this Word of God is also the 

sword of the Spirit. Itis the truth that 

slays, demolishing every citadel of lies ; and 
it is the truth that saves. Lies plunge men 
into darkness, and crowd them to 1uin; 

truth is candlestick, and star, and sun, 

lightening up our steps to safety and glory. 

Truth is what men need more than aught 

else; definite doctrine; a simple 

but a rational theology. The method 

of the Divine kingdom is spiritual. 

It 1sys hold upon that in human 

nature which is eternal, which has 

neither beginning nor end, which speaks 

with infallible and universal authority. It 

makes its appeal to the enlightened con- 

science, and makes duty the greatest word 

in our rational speech. And because the 

method of the kingdom is rational and 
spiritual, it is intensely and exclusively 
personal. There are no twin births in the 
Kingdom of God. Kach soul has its soli- 
tary inauguration and discipline. Repent- 

ance 1s personal. Faith is personal. Obed- 

ience is personal. Forgiveness is p ‘ronal. 

Regeneration is personal. Sanctification 
is personal. Every man does his own sin- 

ning, and the guilt of his sin is wholly and 

only his. Every man must do bis 

own repenting, confessing, believ- 

ing, obeying. All these things God 

works in us, as he is the originating cause 

of everything else, But the things which 

God works in, we must individually work 

cut, We can stimulate each other to peni- 

tence, and faith, and good works, and what 

we can do for each other, God is able to do 

much more abundantly, But amid all this 

exterior and interior moral pressure, there 

is a point where the individual will stands 

in the majesty of the solitary persona] 

action. I speak of a point, not of a 

moment. The idea of time is of no great 
significance. You may not recall the day 

or the hour of your repentance and surren- 
der to Christ. It may have been indentical 

with your first conscious thought, and your 

first moral decision, neither of which any of 

us can now locate. But when you did 

make your first moral choice, it was you 

who made it. And if it was the soul's 

choice of Corist, it was you who made it, 

though you made it only because 

God was in you, urging and 

constraining you to it. There 18 no fatal- 

ism in this, because fatalism is compulsion 

trom without, and without any regard to 

personal choice. In the Kingdom of God 

we have to do with spiritual and interior 

energies, working along the lines of per- 

suasion and of personal consent; and 

whatever results in voluntary personal 

action cannot have been produced by com- 

pulsion. The will of God does not bear 

down and crush the will of man; the will 

of God, which ie always for salvation, 

broods over the will of man and wakes the 

dormant or dead will of man intv normal 

lite and action. And when ths will of 

man wakes, it sees with i s own eyes, and 

acts by its own personal energy. 1 am 

not trying to harmonize Divine sovereignty 

and human freedom. Thit has never 

been done. I do not believe that 

it can be dome. I believe each 

to be absolute in its own sphere. God could 

not be more sovereign if man were not free. 

Man could not be more free if thers were 

no God. What have I in mind is simply 

this, that the mortal life in every one of us 

is self-moved, even though it be God-mov- 

ed. Itis always intensely and exclusively 

personal. The gate into the kingdom is 

strait. It is just wide enough for all of us 

to pass through in single file. When we 

come to this gate, as when we come to the 

gate of death, hands must unclasp. In the 

sweet but awful solitude of personal peni- 

tence and faith do we receive our pardon 

and adoption. 
Commensurate with this radical method 

ot administration are the results secured by 
the Kingdom of God. No change can be 

more radical than one which is rational, 
spiritual and personal. Such work does 

rot need to be done over again. Once be. 
gun, the leaven, lodged at the very center, 

leavens all the meal. The radical change 

is revolutionary. It creates a new man. It 
brings all things into subjection. It thrusts 

out all that is foreign to it. It assimi'ates 

all that it appropriates. Rational, spiritusl, 

personal regeneration is the method of the 
Kingdom of God. That makes the soul 

saintly. And a saintly soul will make 
a saintly body, with saintly eyes, and 

ears, and lips, and hands, and feet. Saint- 

ly souls will createa saintly literature, a 
saintly art, a saintly industry, a saintly 

commerce, a saintly politics. And in this 

way, by the er rgy of personal sainthood, 

the whole worly will become saintly, until 

‘Holiness to the Lord’ is engrived upon 

the bells of the horses. In our time this 

rovereign thought of the Kingdom of God 
has been seized to emphasize the fact that 
Christianity i+ the religion of sacial regea- 

eration ; and some urge us to eubstitute ex- 
ternal appliances and helps for tte per- 

sonal agencies thus far relicl upon. The 

cry is for ‘institutions!’ churches and 

sociological mthods ; less doctrine, more 

bandshaking, less-pulpit, more kinder: 

gartens and kitchens. But this is not only 
to reverse the natural order, it is seriously 

to misread the me'hod of moral life. That 
is first of all, ind always, rational, spiritual 

personal. Itjias its initiative within, not 
without. When you have said that man is 

personal moral being, you have said it all. 
You add nothing when you say that man 

ls also s>cial; for the social is simply the 

mutual interaction of the personal centers, 
and what the social product shall be de- 
pends wholly upon what the interacting 

personal centres are. Make them all good 

and your society will be good. Make 
them part good and part bad, and your 

society wil be a state of moral conflict. 
Make th2m all bad, and your society will 

be utterly corrupt. Of course we want a 
good environment, but to secure it 

we must have the good deeply 
lodged in the personal beings who consti- 

tute society and who control social envir- 

onment. This was the message of Jesus; 

to make the tree good, in the certainty 

that the fruit would be good. You may 
tie your figs to bramble bushes, but they 

will not stay there long. We cabnot, as 

well-wishers of our fellow men, lay it too 

seriously to heart, that reformations are 

real and permanent only by the regenera- 

tion of individuals. The broad, deep base 

of the ideal social structure must be laid in 

profound personal conviction, and in cor- 

responding intensely personal moral sction. 

When righteousness is thus firmly lod- 

ged by the grace of God in the very centre 

of personal life, its ¢xpanding energy will 

sweep over a thousand radiating lines into 
and through ths entire sphere of action. 

It will brush away all laws and customs 

which hinder and oppose; and will create 
new ones to take their place. Time only 

is needed to change the race of the world ; 

the energy is in each soul which by the 

Holy Ghost has been led to repentance 

and faith in Jesus Christ. 

A Student's Prayer, 

There is no bigher or profound study 

for mankind than theology, or a religious 

education. If God is in all of our thoughts 

then our education will draw us to bim, 

but if, on the other hand, we allow our- 

selves to become engrossed purely with the 

study of material things, we shall be with- 

drawn from the pursuit of the higher and 

better knowledge of spiritual things. We 

would not disparge a good education, for 

Refreshing Sleep 
COMES WHEN 

Milburn’s Heart 

and Nerve Pills 
ARE USED. 

Miss Margaret Brown, 627 Colborne 
8t., London, Ont., says :—‘‘My mother 
has been afflicted with nervousness and 
general debility for a long time. She 
suffered a great deal with insomnia, and 
found it almost impossible to sleep. 
“1 went to W. T. Strong’s drug store 

and got a box of Milburn’s Heart and 

Nerve Pills, which she took, and derived 

so much benefit from them that I bought 

another box for her. They have done her 

a wonderful lot of good, making her 

nervous system much stronger, giving her 

restful sleep, and removing many other 

sympt~was which pre~ ~usly distressed 
her. 
‘1 ean truly say that these pills are a 

great remedy for ary one suffering from 

weak nerves, gener:l debility, sles~less- 

ness or heart trouble.” ~ 

Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills are 

50c. a box or 3 for $1.25, atall druggists, 
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every 

well we know its importance, both as a 
means toward a successful livelihood and 

as a refining and cultivating icflaence. 

The young man who is so fortunate as to 

begin li'e with this substantial and solid 

understructure has a grand start on the 

road of great possibilities, and the self- 

made man will never cease to regret the 

loss of that informatior which could not 
fail to be a supplement to his natural 

cleverness or ability. It takes more than 

books, we admit, to shape one’s destiny, 

but book knowl:dge, with the proper 
motive and spirit add :d, is an able abettor 
toward this purpose. 

Education has opened many doors and 

illuminated many mysterious passages. It 

bas been the searchlight of discovery; it 

has led even into the secret places of the 

Most High, for study has evolved and de- 

veloped matters that God intended we 
should seek out. It has been an aid te 
the missionary in preparing the way to 

salvation and Christ, ard itis invaluable in 

all the walks of life. Tais fact has been 

recognized more and more within the past 
few years, as tke records of our schools 

and universities show. It is of the first 
importance, therefore, that our colleges as 

well as our churches be made strongholds 

of religion and of aggressive Caristian 

work. From our colleges and universities 
will come young men and young women 

who are to be the molders of public opinion 
and it is of the greatest importance they 

should be earnest Christians, forces in the 

cause of truth and righteousness, and we 

saould pray that the influences which con- 

trol these young people may bu such as 

will sway their minds in the proper direc- 

tion. 

Prayer is the secret of all growing and 

enduring spiritual influence, whether of 
individuals or organizitions; and it is 

prayer indeed which gives all Christian 

work its true value and fruitfulness, be- 

cause it opens the way for God himsel to 
do his work. All knowledge is vain wi'h- 

out the knowledge of bim who is wisdom 
incirnace, and the student's prayer for 

himself should be that, above all else, the 

words of his mouth and the meditation of 
his heart may be acceptable in the sight of 

(God, his strength and his Redeemer. 

Putting Out the Fire, 

A great coal mine in Pennsylvania took 

fire a little while ago, and notwithstanding 

great efforts were made to smcther it or 

confine it to a limited area, the flames 

spread rapidly, the gangs of men were 

gradually driven back, and it soon became 

certain that the mine would be a total loss 

unless the fires were put out. The men 

and mules and cars were taken out of the 
mine, and the work of flooding the mine 

with water began. Oqne can imagine how 
great a work this is when two hundred 

acres of area must be covered up to a 
beig:t of one hundred and twenty feet deep 

in the shafts. It will take many weeks to 

pump the water in, and then pump it out 

again when the fire is extinguished, yet it 

was very wise to do that rather than lose 

the whole mine. Therfire of sin raging ia 

the human heart is like the fire in that coal 

mine. It cannot be smothered out, neither 

can it be kept back in some | mited area of 

the soul. You may keep it smothered 

down for awhile, but unless extinguished 

entirely it will destroy the whole character. 

Christ saves men because he cleanses them 

from zll sin and extinguishes the baleful 

fires of evil that ravage the soul. 

The Conrage of Love. 

The greater part of a swan’s life is spent 

in magnificently concealing the fact thst he 

is a great coward, except when he is nest. 

ing, tor then he is no coward. There is 
no passion so weak, according to Bacon, 

‘but it makes and masters the fear of 

death,’ and there is no creature so timorous 

but in defense of its young it becomes 

valiant. Many a Thames oarsman in- 

cautiously gi'ding into a back water when 

the swans are nesting has ten glad to 

escape without a ducking or worse from 

the infuriated male bird, but with this in- 

centive t) heroism removed the swan be- 

comes once more as nervous as a farm yard 
ben. God has made sll things in nature 

sersitive to this heroism of love. This 
must be because the great central crown- 

ing attribute of bis own heart is love. 

Christ opened God's heart to us when he 

said, * For God to loved the world that he 

| gave his only begotten Sor, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

“HIS MONEY IN THE STREET, 

Catarrah Remedies Cost Him Hundreds and 

No Cure-~Two Bottles of Dr, Agnew’s 

Catarrhal Powder Cured Him. 

Fred 1. Helb, jr, disteller, Railroad, 
York Co, Pa., on January 31 last wrote 
of Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder like this : 
“I had ca‘arrh of the head and stomsch for 
two years, and had it in the worst form. I 
spent several bundred dollar in remedies 
and might as well bave thrown my money 
in the street. 1 was recommeded to try 
Dr. Agnews’s Catarrbal Powder, and two 
bottles ot it have already cared me. 1 ama 
well man, and wish its makers the greatest 
success ”’ For sale by E. C. Brown and 
all druggists. 

Cautious, 

There is a small boy in a certain Scottith 

town who is noted for bis shrewdness. 

The other day he was sent by lis father to 

a neighbouring public house with the fol- 
lowing order: 

‘Please send to our house ten dozen of 
ale.’ 

Now it so happens that one of Jthe pub- 
lican’s faults is a propensity to poke his 
pose into other people’s business, and so, 
when he had read the order, he could not 
help ejaculating— 

‘Good graci)us, laddie, and whatever is 
18 yer tether gaun tae dae wi' sae muckle 
ale ¥’ 

For a moment Johnnie was puzzled, 
knowing tbat his father wouldn’t like him 
to exactly tell the truth. Then an idea 
occurred to him, and he replied. 

‘I'm no verra sure, but [ think he’s gaun 
tae mask’ a cork tram<, and he'll need the 
corks.’ 

A CARD. 

We, the undersigned, do hereby agree 

to refund the money on a twenty-five cent 

bottle of Dr. Willis’ English Pills, if, after 

using three-fourths of contents of bottle, 

they do not relieve Constipation and Head- 

ache. We also warrant that four bottles 
will permanently cure the most obstinate 

case of Constipation. Satisfaction or ne 
pay when Wiils’s English Pills are used. 

A. Chipman Smith & Co., Druggists, 
Cherlotte St., St. Job, N. B. 

W. Hawker & Son, Druggists, 104 Prince 
William St.; St. Sohn, N. B. 

Chas. McGregor, Druggist, 137 Charlotte 
St. Jobn, N. B. 

W. C. R. Allan, Druggist, King St., St. 
John, N. B. 

E. J. Mahony, Druggist, Main St., St. 
John, N. B. 

G. W- Hoben, Chemist, 357 Main St., St. 
John, N. B. 

R. B. Travis, Ch mist, St John, N. B. 
S. wate. Eg, St. John, West, 

Wm. C. Wilson, Druggist, Cor. Union & 
Rodney Sts., St. Sohn, N. B. 

C. P. Clarke, Druggist, 100 King St., St. 
John, N. B. 

S. H. Hawker, Drupgist, Mill St., St. 

N. B. Smitk, Drugrist, 24 Dock St., St. 
Jobn, N. B. 

G. A. Moore, Chemist, 109 Brussels St., 
St. John, N. B 

C. Fairweather, Druggist, 109 Union St., 
St. John, N. B. 

Hastings & Pineo, Druggists, 63 Charlotte 
St., St. John, N. B. 

The Largest Standing Army, 

Russia possesses the largest standing 
army on earth. Every year some 280,000 

conscripts join the Russian forces, which in 
time of peac2 number 1,000,000 men. On 
a war-footing this rises to 2,500 000.and 
calling out the reserves would increase it 
to 6,947,000 well trained soldiers. Should 
necessity arise, the militia would be c.lled 
out, bringing the Czar’s forces up to 9,000w 
000 men. 
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