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WAR IN THE TRANSVAAL. 

The declaration of war made by the 

Transvaal against the British E npire was 

to be expected after the bold uliimatum 

sent to London by that little republic on 

Wednesday. Englanu’s reply was abrupt 

bit to the point and the declaration of war 

followed. Nw both parties are pushing 

their troops to the border and fighting is 

no doubt going on at this moment though 

the telegraphic accounts are of course 

very meagre. A strict military censor- 

ghip is being exercised over all dispatcle 

that are sent from South Africa and it is 

not likely that Eogland will permit dis- 

torted and sensational accounts to bc sent 

out for publication, This will, no doub’, 

give full swing to the imaginations of the 

men cennected with yellow journalism, 

who will not ecruple to print anything tbat 

will make a sale for their papers. 

It will not take the Boers long to bu y 

sll their available torces to the front and it 

miy be expected that the English and 

Cape troops will act on the defensive until 

reinforcements can be burried from the 

mother land and the colonies. In the 

meantime sharp fighting my be expected. 

The only hope of success the Boers bave 

lies in prompt action. Ttey would be fool- 

ish to wait until England was prepsred for 

them and then make their fi ;ht agsinst tre- 

m>ndous odds. They are no doubt acting 

on the assumption that they have te 

peac: loving GLADSTONE to deal with 

and that one or two victories at the 

start will make the English recognize 

their absurd claims. They will find 

out their error too lite “The question 

of supremacy in South Africa must be set 

tled now. Great Britain cannot afford to 

retreat if she would retain her empire. 

The wise ,and venerable Paur KRUGER 

s>ems to have lost sight of these facts anl 

to have plunged his Little republic into 8 w.r 

from which she cannot emerge save as a 

depende~cy. And the Orange Free state 

will share Ler fate. 

Now that war has bz2en declared the 

time has arrived for Cansda to show what 

she is made of and to send such a contin- 

gent to aid England that there will be no 

doubt of her readiness at any time to as- 

sist the motherland. It is stated, at this 

time of writing, that Mr. TArTE the French 

minister of public works, will oppose euch 

a move and will resign if it is made. Let 

him resign then. The people will support 

any government that will help Kngland. 

It TARTE'S suggestions are listened to Mr. 

LAURIER may as well hand in his own 

resignation for just as soon as parlizm nt 

meets the members will invite him 

to step down and out. LAURIER is 

a Frenchman and as such is acceptable to 

the English but Tarte will not be permit 

ted to dictate their course in this matter— 

pot for an instant. His recent u‘terances’ 

in his own paper, La Pa‘ria, are not those 

of a loyal French Canadian. His interview 

n Figaro, the great French newspaper, re- 

printed throughout Quebec, gives one a 

paintul impression and must have made the 

best of liberals regret that there was a man 

in the cabinet who could represent 

to France tbat two millions ol 

French Canadians had such a keen interest 

in her affairs that they wanted a direct 

press service between Paris and Canada. 

Such utterances msy have passed without 

comment by themselves but followed up as 

they have been by TARTE'S opposition to 

the Canadian contingent suggests a spirit of 

disloyalty that the people of this country 

raice | against the liberal par'y once and 
thev cannot : ff )rd to hear it again. 
The O:ange Tree state has cast in 

ber lot with tha Teanivasl and and if 

one is conquered the other will share 
the same fate. The South African Repub- 

lic, the President of which is the redoubt- 

anhle Oom Pavrn KrucGer, has an area of 

113 642 eqaare miles, and a population 

variously estimated at from 400000 to 
700,000. The great majority of these are 
blacks. Over 120,000 are Datch, who rula 

the country, and there are about 20 000 
Eoglishmen and Americins, called Oat 

landers, or foreigners, who are working 

the mines, managing the enterprises, and 

getting most of the wealth that is left after 

the Boers «xict what they can in the way 

ct oppressive taxes. Be'ween tbe Datch 

and the Briiish is an inherited animosity 
¢>ming from the wars between Hollind 

and Eogland centuries ago. Ever since 

the Du'ch settied in South Africa the feel- 

ing bas increased. 

When England went to the Dark Cor- 

tivent the Datch settlers kept moving 

noribwsrd in order to get out of their 

reach. Finally they paesed beyond tle 
Vaal River, hence the name Transvaal. 

There the Boers set up their own Govern- 

ment, and in 1852 were recognizad as in- 

dependent. Great Britain, however, got 

closer, and in 1877 it annexed the country, 

m:king the protection of the Boers frcm 

the Z lus the excuse. In 1880 the Boers 

rebelled from this domination, and the re- 

volt culminated in the battle of Majuba 

Hill, February 27, 1881, in which the vic- 

tory of the Boers was complete. Glad- 

stons and the Liberal ministry bad not the 

hardiboed to continue the war, and Grest 

Britain acknowledged the independence of 

tie South Arian Rip 1oliz, except as to 

1's foreign aff irs 
Since then the events belong to the cur 

rent historv of the times. The Boers bave 
increased the exactions upon the English- 

that the men who control the property| and 

the wealth have very little to do with the 
(Government, becauss tha laws ofjcitizen- 

ship ke:p a foreizner waiting seven® years 

betore he vote. It is the conflict be- 
tween the bright, progressive, educated 

Anglo S:ixons and the stolid, bones’, de- 

t-rmined Datch farmers, who have suffer- 

en wrongs and who see in the British plins 

ticir own downf.ll 

A curious contrast has been drawn. 

S x'y years ago the Dutch in caravans 
moved from the Erglich. It was known as 
the *‘Great Trek.” This year the English 

women aud children have heen fleeing 

from the Transvaal because they feared 

the Boers. 
There seems to be no reasonabls doubt 

that eventually. in come way or other, the 
country of the Boers will be brought under 

the British flag. Mr. CnaMBERLAIN, the 

constructive genius of the present Govern 

ment is determined that it shall be done, 
and troops are being burried to Africa. 

This is the policy ot absorption but it by 

no means gets the approval of all 

the English pecple. Right Honorable 

Joux MorLey, the greatest ot 

ths Liberals, in a public speech de- 

clared: ‘‘Tbere could not be a more in- 

sane attempt at bumsn folly than a wor 

that would brn; added burdens. We do 

not wish to be a pirate E upire, and a war 

with tha Transvaal wonld mean deep dis- 

honour.” 
In standing so ‘ong against such 

overpowering odds, PresipExT KRUGER, 

with ail his brusqueness* has shown himsel! 

to be a historical character ; and, while the 

Boers will no doubt lose the game in the 

end, there must always be admiration for 

their sturdy resistance. 

The stakes are worth millions. If the 
Oatlanders, backed by the British govern- 

ment, win, they will soon control the gov- 

ernment, as they can outvote the l'mited 

number of Boers who are allowed the tran- 
chise, and with Great Britain's suz:raiaty 

admitted, the Transvaal will become a 

British dep¢ndency. It is for this reason 
that PresipENT KRUGER 13 insisting that 

Great Britain shall abacdon all claims ot 

suzaramty, the very point Mr. Chamber- 

lain will not yield. 

. Canadians are naturally interested in 

every conflict in which the mother land may 

engage. Ths people of this country are 

ready at any time to give assistance if it is 

required. Other colonies of Britain have 

already off :red to furnish troops and their 
offer has bean accep'el. B:cause ths gov- 

ernment of Canada has not yet done so an 

attempt has been made to make political 

capital out of their inactivity. Now that 
war is declared there is no doubt Canada 
will offsr to do her share. I'nis country 
differs from New South Wales and Aus- 

ralia inasmuch as it is situated in another 

hemisphere and there does not appear to 
be any need of her assistance. But if 
Eogland is inclined to make this petty war 

Can 

will not sympathiz) with. That cry was an object lesson to the other great powers 

~—to show them that the Empire is pre- 
pared to stand solidly together, then thet 
is a different matter, and Canada should 
lesd the possession. Sill its nothing to 

get excited over. The enterprise of a 
viz newspaper, prompted no doubt in 

part by the desire to make political capi - 

al out of the matter, has gathered patrio = 
ic messages from many parts cf Canada in 

f.vor of a Canadian contingent going to 

the war. As a rule politics and patrot- 
ism are not allied but in this case we 

think one is being made the tool of the 

other. 

AMUSING RACE REPORTS. 

Commodore Stewart, the editor of the 

Coatham World, is an undoubted authority 

on yach ing matters. He has often scored 
the gentlemen on the St. John press for 
their reports ot yacht races and now, from 
bis editorial sanctum in the north, he is 

pouring sarcasm on the ‘‘specialists” of the 
great New York newspapars who are doing 

the Shamrock-Columbia races. He calls 

their account “stuff ’ and says: 
il :re is a choice extract from one of the articles 

that is encu 'h to ms ke a horse —nr a horse mack. 

erel—laugh-** Both took in their spinnakers and 

eased th ir sheets *’ 

This was a traly wonderful mare 1vre. It is to 

be inferred th.t the yachts, with spinnakers sets 

bad sheets aboard, sud were swiling on the wina! { 

Wonderful yachts they must be! And when spin- 

pekers were in sheets were eased! This was the 

first time 10 the histcry of the gport that the pheno- 

mepon was ever seen--that is, if the reporter dee 

scribes what resily occurred. 

Here is another gem from the reports—**Columbia 

wore about with ber he/m hard down” Thue re- 

porter is describing a gybe around tte mark. 

Tobis wes another startling feat, never before 

performed. Did any otler crafl, from the days cf 

Noah to thes present, ever gybe with her helm 

bard down? Pecu'iar boas, hese America Cup 

racers! 

The reporter speaks of Shamrcck as **a wonder,” 

merely because she bolds her own with Columbia, 

which is hardly sufficient jistifization for de-erib- 

ing her as such, but he woud be fu'ly justified in 

caliing Columbia a wonder after seeing her perform 

the feat of gybing with belm down, 

Among many columns of gush and rot we find a 

{ startling description of what [is described as ** C, 

men and Americans who bave been devel OLIvER I8ELIN playing the limit—no more reckless 

oping tke country, and bave madeit to | p ece of cour.ge eversecn in an international races.” 
We fiad, on looking t» see what great feat had bren 

perlormed, that Columbia, behind Shamrock and 

with an overlap on her, gybed around the mark in- 

stead of going outside of her, thus t king the chances 

of fouling the buoy or the other boat. 1f the veport- 

er had ovly Eno #n that the Columbia was entitled 

to rcom for turning, and that & collision woud have 

disqualifird Shamrock and rot Columbia, he would 

have spared the reading world this gush abou 

reckl ss courige on Mr. IssLIN'S part. It was 

Shamrock, not Columbia, that was in danger, and 

she was forced, to render a foul impossible, to make 

80 wide a turn that Col: bia had the weather berth 

when sheets were fi.ttened for the retarn tr p 

The way these writ rs of picturesque nonsense 

get mixed up on the sails, ard the queer names they 

inveut for t em, foreibly remind yuchtsmen of ex- 

periences with green crews, who have to be told to 

‘haul on that rope there,’ ‘untie that line at the fo t 

the up-and-down pol2 ahead of youn," etc. They tell 

us-of **jibstayssils,” **balloon topsails' and ver ous 

other unknown sails, until ene wonders why the | 

writers bad not learned the anatomy of a vacht's rig 

b+ ore nudertakiog to describe races ol #0 much im 

portance. Nothing sunnier in descript ve yacht 

race writing has been seen since a local paper told 

us that the forestay of a Miramichi yacht foul: d the 

tack of the jb and the mainsheet jumped over the 

gafl and caused the topsail to shake and the yach 

to come up in the wind and stay there several min- 

utes belore repairs cou.d he eflected! 

We sympathize with Mr. SyEwaArT 

The next best thing to seeing a good sport- 
ing contest is to read a graphic and cor 

rect account o! it. Yachting experts will 

agree with him that rome wonderful things 

hsve come over the wires about these races 
but then the demand for yachting report- 

ers iv New York must have been out of all 

proportion to the supply. Few, if any of 

them have the same opportunity to become 
acquainted with the sport as the Commo- 
dore editor from the noble Miramichi, and 

next year, those news papers that buy news 

irom the associated press should unite in a 

rc quest that Mr. STEWART be invited to 

undertake the work of sending forward a 

correct report. 

Halifax has got the yacht race between 

Vain snd LyNcH and yet no one here hss 

yet indulged in any porky expressions re- 

girding them. Still when it is considered 
that S:. John money is backing VaiL and 

St. John men bad a great share in making 

the race, the following statement from a 
Halltax paper cannot be considered quite 

in order. 
It was thouzht that when it came to the fiae point 

Vail would come here, a8 he has rowed several 

races here and has many friends in Halifax. He 

always got a “square deal” here, and the chances 

are that so far a8 Harry himselt is concerned he 

would so>ner row here than in New Brunswick. 

It these are VaAiL's sentiments he man- 

aged to conceal them while in St. John. 

A certain Harrie Sweeny of Digby, 
charged with concealing the birth ot her 
child, was kept in jail four menths before 

she was tried and then because tne jary did 
not find her guilty the judge was very [in- 

dignant and hoped the next jury he met 

in that county would respect their 

oaths. We are more lenient in St John 
tor, aceording to a somewhat common re- 
port, an infant found in an open field in 

ths city isnot consider.d to be any evi- 
dence that a crime was committed since no 
effort has been made to fiad the mother. 
In these late days such happenings as 
these are not considered worth bothering 
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about but it seems quite a dangerous 
state of mind for the public to indulge in. 

Mayor Sears’ telegram to the Montreal 

S'ar sums to have aroused the wrath cf a 

good many pecp'e. They seem to forget 
the fact that he stated his own opinion and 

not that of any body elee. The council did 

not agree with him snd so the aldermen 

placed theirs upon record. But that does 

not warrant the Moncton Times in calling 
the Mayor of St. John an *‘incident.” 

VERSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

Paul Kruger, 

Deep, mournful eves that reek the ground 
Th devious path to trace; 

Tbe gi ut form or Lioco n, crowned 
By Ciomwe 11's grogser face; 

Cearse, rustic gab, of u couth cut, 
I hat masks each mighty 1 mb; 

Ite sh: p less folds the ready butt 
Of Europe's jesters trim. 

80 much the crowd can see; the vest 
Asks crities clearer-eyed: 

80 rough a scabbserd leaves unguessed 
How keen the blade inside; 

The revcuan wl, the sub e braia 
So strangely doomed to wage 

With Doestiny’s still climb ag main 
Toe hopeless war of Age. 

His kixdred are a rugged brood 
That nurse a dying fice; 

T 18 sons of Calvin's bi ter mood, 
And sterper than their sire, 

By faith througu trackless des ris steered, 
Los: mils ¢! lonely rand, 

Far from the intruding wor d they feared 
They found tbe promised Land. 

Bv such grim guardi-ns tutored well 
His ~parian ckiidheo i gre =; 

The wivd-t -»i. of the fl et g.z le, 
The lion's path be Kaew; 

The camp surpri<ed +t dawn, the rush 
O feet, the crackling smck?, 

VW h°n on the sleening lsazer’s hush 
dhe sudden baflir broke. 

Nay, once, "tis said, when Vasl in flood 
Had bared the uun‘er’s way. 

Ani ’mid its sw len current ctood 
A wound. d buck at bay, 

While some betore the bru e drew back, 
Ad some batore the wave, 

Striding thet correvt’s loamu g track, 
The mercy.stioke he gave. 

A steam more rapid and more wide 
Hs strep gth has stemmed since thene 

Called from the ploddive team to guide 
Toe stark r wil of men=— 

C ave -prentiecd to so new a trade, 
Uosletiered and unschooied, 

The clod-bred «1 wpish peasant made, 
No less, a reslm, and ruled. 

Yet, thcuzh that realm he sti'l sustains, 
Against an empire's might. 

An with vrtiring skiil maictains 
lhe so unequa fizht, 

He buys his victories all too dear, 
Whose foes have Tmo for (riend ; 

Each fata) trinwph brings more near 
The ivevitable end. 

Haply the hoarse-voiced gurs must close 
The long debate at Jact, 

Ere the young Future caz compose 
Its quarrel with the Past; 

Nathlcss, onr England, unashamed, 
May greet a foeman true 

O' her own siubborn metal framed, 
For she is iron, wo. 

— London Spectator. 

The Border Bulloek Dray. 

Oh, t's shift alone, you bullocks, down the ranges 
bunt and brown, 

For wool is up and ri-isg stil away in London 
town, 

And those bustling city buyers, they would sign 
their sculs away 

For fleeces like we carryin our jo ting bullock dray. 

Oh it’s creak! cresk | creak! that is what the axles 
say 

To the teamster tramping westward down the dusty 
b rder wav}, 

But you » ustn’t heed their ereaking, for with sueh 
a precious load 

You sheuld make = Border record tor the backbleck 
road. 

With the wembat rapge before us and another 
league ot plain, 

Those twenty bales of Bogen wool are bcund to 
miss the t»aip, 

So it’s move along, you leaders, or that lazy ek k « 
er Dan, 

Will race the very devil in this patient bullock 
man, 

And it's crea ki'oreak! creak !' but the pace is awful 
slow, 

For we should have passed the mailse flit a half an 
hour ago; 

And the ov-rsger wou'd earse ve if he knsw his 
preciou + }oad 

Was a mile, at least, bekindhand down the back- 
block road. 

With his buttecks out to starboard and his muzzle 
to the dust, 

Your «ft side poler’s skaiking ard you're swearing 
fit to bust; 

And your morals drop t> z2ro, while you ¢arse that 
pole-’s brand, 

And Witoh the wagon sinkirg nesrly axle deep in 
sund. 

With its creak !'creak ! erealk! yes, you wish they'd 
cresk again, : 

For you've run into the doldyums on a dry and 
dusty plain, 

And it strikes you rather sudden standing staring 
at your load, 

That it’s mos'ly dust and blewflies down the baek- 
block road. 

But your throat is drv with cursing snd your lips 
begin to crack. 

And you know that Murphy’s shanty lies a league 
along tha track; 

So you trail your whip behind you while you take 
the poler”s ride, 

Where you print the tush commandments on that 
stubborn bu lock hide. 

Oh, it’s creak! creak! ereak! you are wader way 
again 

There's. er A like a bullock team for raising dust 
ard Cain; 

So, We poe «ff Dan and Traveller, and shift slong 
the rosd 

We shall never reach the township with our baek- 
block load. 

When the woo! is landed safely and you're on the 
hom ‘ward track, 

You feel a kind of sorry for that oftside bullock’s 
bac . 

For its something worse then hades on a b'azing 
summer's dav, 

For pace halt stified polers in a jlting bullock 

With its creak! creak! creak! but the wind has 
made a chaoge, 

You can hear th® banjo twanging down along the 
phantom rance, 

You can see the station children racing out to meet 
the dray 

When they sight the bullocks swaying down the | 
backblock way. 

A VISITTO MOUNT SPI. VINCENT. 

An Inst'itatton That isa Credit to Those in 

Charge of it. 

A short time ago, while in Halifix, a 

ProGress representative drove out to 

Mount St. Vincent in company with Alder 

man McGoldrick of St. John, whose 

daughter, Miss Kathleen is at ending the 
insti'ution. This was the first visit of 
either to the place and it was only va‘ural 

tht they should be surprised at what they 
saw while there. 

A more beautiful sitnation could not 

have heen chosen for such an institution 
and it is little wonder that all the young 

neople who are receiving their education 

there should so reluctant to leave when 

they have finished their course. The situ- 

ation, of course, is not the only reason for 

this but it will account,in a certain degree, 

tor the ra istaction of parents. 
To describe ths institution in detail 

would fake up too much space and yet to 

do it jastice in a few paragraphs is almost 

impossible. The first impressions of a 

visitor cannot fail to be favorable and so it 
was with us from St. John. The drive 

approsches the entrance by a graceful 

curve and when it is reached ome must 

stop invelunt rily and ask himsel! just why 
the extrares was fashioned in that way. 

The co:ch or barouche can drive below a 

spacious portico and if the weather is in- 

clement, pertect shelter is afforded until the 

house is entered. 

On the day that we c»illcd, Mother 

Fedelie, the superior, snd Sister La Salle, 

were somewhat at leisure having given the 

young ladies an opportuni y to spend one 

day at the exhibition. So they had time 

to explain what they were doing, the sus- 

cees the insti'ution was meeting with and 

ty show vs through the diffrent rooms. 

Oaoe coull not tail to be impressed with 

the manner of these two ladiea—their abil. 
ity was evident—and if their pupils could 

go into the world with but a portion of 

their gracious dignity and courteous bear- 
irg. their parents might well be satiefi2d. 

Al hough something hke a bundred 

pupile are in attendance, there is but one 

from St. John, and, if the writer does not 

err, that is all there is from New Bruns- 

wick. It is difficult indeed to give the 
reason of this. Parents cannot be inform- 

ed of the advantages of the institution or 

else they would be glad to send their daugh- 

teas there, where the beat instruction is to 

be had. 
We were shown into a large number of 

music rooms —there are twenty five in all 

—as well as into the arsembly hall, the re- 

tectory, the clases rooms and the dormi- 

tories. The absolute cleanliness pervading 

every room was somewhat remarkable ; the 
glossy varnish seemed to bave been but just 

renewed. It is bard to tay what impress- 

ed ws most—the pleasant dormitories or 
the sunny class room. Where everything 

was so perfect it would be d.flicult to par- 

ticularizs. And as we were leaving, the 

bathing enclosure of the school was point- 

ed out on the shore of Becford Basin, 
where a bigh board tence surrounds a splen- 

did and pale bathing spot. 

Tbere 1s a small chapel in the building, 

but arrangements are being made to add 

anothsr ell and this will afford more room 
for tbis and other purposes. 

Mouat St. Viocent is but half an hour's 
drive from H:lifax, and a visit there will 

repay anyone who is interested in such a 

splendid institution. 

Back From the Yac; t Rae®s, 

St. John men who went to New York to 

see the Yacht races are coming home. 

They all bad a good time but as for yacht 

races—it is not safe to say much aoout 
them. T.P. Regan, D'. Maher and Mr. 

Harry Smith are among those who have ex- 

perienced the delights and tasted ,the en- 

tertainments of the metropolis. 

Here is a Georgia boy’s composition on 

‘Poetry’: ‘A poem is a thing which bas 

rbymes at the last end. A poem also has 

feet, but some poems don’c stand steady 

op ’em. Poets mostly bas long hair, be- 

cause times is bard and it’s cheaper to let 

it grow. Poets used to live in garrets on a 
crust of bread—when the baker wou dn’t 
credit ’em. Now they live on the ground 

floor where they can escape easy when the 
bailiff is after ’em. My father says joetry 

makes the world better, but my mother 
says it ain't the kind he writes. Poets 
hvve a monument when tbe die, as people 
want to weight 'em down so’s they can’t 
come back.’ 

Chairs Re-seated Oane, Spliny, Perfora- 


