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A START IN BUSINESS LIFE.

Mr. Harcow N. BicixsoTHaM isa
gentleman well known in a literary as well
as & commercial way in the United States,
and that enterprising journal, the Evening
Post of Philadelphie, which under new
mansgement, seems to have taken a new
lease of life, bas induced him to write a
series of papers on the ‘‘Making of a Mer-
chant.” The svggestions of this gentle-
man are certainly ot a practical natwe
and will appeal with peculiar force
to merchants of experience. He assumes
that as the msjo'ity of business men
begin life in mercantile establishments.
as ‘‘boys” that it is of fundemental im-
portance how a boy looks at his first
employment.

Gen: rally he does not take himself or bis
duties with sufficient seriousness. He is
inclined to think that he is ‘‘cnly a boy,”
and that bis work is of boyish incorse-
quence. Nothing could be further from the
real facts than etuch an impression. To
realize this is only necessary to go into the
office of any large establishment—the
busicess heart ot a commercial enterprise
—and observe the swarms of boys that flit
between the desks of the older workers.

Who is always at the elbow of the execut-
ive head of an establishment of this kinc?
A boy! He comes into closer and more
continuous contact with the proprietor,
the gereral manager, or the department
kead than any adult. Because he is ‘‘onlya
boy'' ha is a party to private conversations
and trapeactions from which even the
«confidential man®’ might be barred. Thig
means responsibility and of portunity, and
conduct is, therefore, of greater pcrsonal
interest and moment to the businets
executive that he is generally inclined to
think.

Boys fail to satisfy tte demands made
upon them more through lack of prempt
ness and punctuelity than by any other
reason. Thousands of dismissals, rebuffs,
discoursgements and failures at the begin-
ning of a care¢r could bave been avcided
by these small workers had they made a
cardinal point ot being always on hand in
their proper places during every moment
when subject to duty. It ia notenough thst
they should be generally at their statious.
The time is sure to come, no matter how
sparingly they allow themselves the indul-
gence of straying only a little from the
rigid requirements of ¢ ffice rules, when they
will be suddenly wanted—and will be found
wanting !

Many !all into the habit of being a few
rods, or perhaps only a few feet, from the
goot where they expected to be. This
means that the busy employer must leave
his deak or resort to a little extra etfort to
secure their attention. Thefactual incon-
venierce may seem tnfling, but he is an-
noysd. It very charitable, he says, ‘‘that’s
the boy of it,” and patiently gives the lit-
tle toiler an other chance. But the boy
has failed to come up to reasonable rc¢quir-
ments, and suffers accordingly in tte es-
timatic n of tke man who depends vpon h'm
for certain service.

Another seemingly petty fault very com-
mon to the younger employees is the habit
ot watching the clock This is little sbort
of infuriating to the man who is genuinely
and seriously absorbed in bis business. It
¢*1ls bim that the spirit of time-serving in-
s ead ot the wellare of the business is the
controlling torce in the work of such an
employee. This is peculiarly irritatiog
to the man who has a thoughtful and cor-
scientious graep of the serious side of busi.
ness life. Any large employer of labor,
particularly in cffice positions, will plece
haartielt emphasis on the advice: Let the

clock take care of itself, and show a di-
position to be useful without regard to
time or closirg bells ! This is a secret by
which a boy or young man of even medi-
ocre talents may win (he approvsl of those
whom he serves. **Anything but a time-
sexrver ! has been the exasperated exclama-
ticn that bas prcceded many a dismisssl.

QQuickness to perceive the little things
which arnoy a busy executive and prompt-
ness in removing them bas secured the pro-
motion of scores of boys and young men
who, as the saying goes, ‘‘have their wits
about them.” Proprietors and managers
of large tusinesses are human and suscep-
tible to those delicate personal attentions
which count so largely in home and social
life. And the fact that euch an atcention
comes from a boy snd amid the hurry of
business and the commercial surroundings
of an cffice boy goes to make these exhibi-
tions ot thoughtfulness more acceptable,
pleasing and conspicuous.

As to the matters ¢f conduct on the part
of the employees which may sppear to be
of greater moment, it is worth while to lay
stress on the characteristic of decision—
the inclination to act quickly on individu-
al respontibiliy and stand by the consequ-
ences. Rishness may be less at a premium
in commercial than military life; but
timidity is as much to be avoided in the one
as the other fi:ld of activity. DBetter, by
far, mike an occasional mistake of judge-
ment than to halt and hesitate over the
routine item of businees and consult a
superior on affafrs which are not of suffici-
ently unusual a charac'er to demand the
special exercise of executive discretion and
authority.

Tte suggestion ot Mr RoBeErT MaR-
sHALL regarding the appropriation of a
certain sum of money toward the park

rather than its present precarious
means of support will meet with
the approval of many people. Other cities

in the Dominion forget their paiks when
making their appropriations and St. John
has no reason to now. Private bencficence
has done much and the time bas arrived
when the public should contribute asa
unit. Through the daily papers Mr.
MarsHALL has ¢xplained how an amount
of $42.000 became diverted from the pur-
pose intended and given to tke hospital.
He suggests that a similar sum
be given to the park. This gentleman has
just returned from New York and it is
little wonder that the beautiful parks of
that city should set him thir king as to the
best way of improving our own. His
suggestion may be practical or it may not
—it will at any rate set people thinking.

the exhibition association and the delay in
getting the civic and provincial grants msy
bhave detaived the preparations for the
anaual show but that is no reason why the
management should not get to work now.

Halifax is talking about its exhibition
already. It is surely time that St. John
was at work.

A Very Handsome Book.

ProGRESS received a beautiful pamphlet
from the management of the Yarmouth
S. 8, company which is intended to pre-
sent the acvantages of Nova Scotia as a
summer resort to the people of the United
States and Upper Canada. The illustra-
tions are very beautiful and telected from
a large collection of views. The engraving
and printing are of the greatest excellence
and all In all tke publication is one todo
credit to everyone connccted with ifs pub-
lication. Views of many, very many, pic-
turesque t pots in Nova Scotia and of scenes
connected with the business of the line
make its pages more interesting while the
group engraving str2 fine specimens of the
art of the derigners and photographer.
The company is to be congratulated upon
its enterprise and thote who read its an-
nouncement upon another page will find
the sailir gs of its steamers freaquent and
convenient.

Informsation of Holi 'ay Tours.

One hundred and forty four tours are
specihed in ‘‘Hcliday Tours” a neat
brochure iszued by the Dominion Atlantic
railway company and they include all the
interesting points in the maritime provin-
ces. Start may be made from Boston, St.
Jobkn, Halifax and Kentville and the rates
are made so as to suit the pockets of all who
think of such a trip. If interested a postal
card to F. H. Armetrong at Kentville is
all that [is necessary to get the bochure
spoken of above.

Have You Gct Wheels ?

We have 16 of them attached to waggons
which are ready to go for your bundle. Had
any of our laundry work lately ? If not
you're mirsing & good thing. Ungar's
Laundry, Dyeing & Carpet Cleaving works,
28 to 34 Waterloo street. Phone 58.

Chairs Re-seated Cane, Splint, Perfora-

ted, Duval, 17 Waterloo.

Perhaps the death of the presidert of |

VERSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The Heart of the Mother,

What sayeth the heart of the mother,
The woman of four score y(ars;

True sister of every other,
In sorrow, in sunshine, in tears.

What tanght she in patience and swee'n’ss,
In painful bereavement and keen;

What taught she but woman'y meetness,
To te of the mighty a Queen.

The blaze of the {rumpets, the banners,
Proclaiming the pride of her birth;
Are nothing to her like sweet manners,

Which gen leness maketh true worth.
The grace of a soul that 18 tender,

And bright with humanity’s gleam;
Has made a great n\ iou’s defender,

A woman of women supreme.

On the guidance of God first relying,
Arnd asking a blessing in prayer;

In ro haughty fpirit defying,
The comingz of trial and care;

A noble example of virlue,
In seeking tae good of her kind;

Is an earnest that n¢ thiog can hurt youn,
If faith is tke guide of your mind.

She is Queen who sweet mercy ne'er loses,
Who gathers again to bestow;
Where ever the good Master chooses,
Some lives must His cnastisemen s know,
Not the self of herself seeking blindly,
The pleasures a false world may give;
But she who while governing kindly,
1n the heaits of her people doth live.

The good of a great nation keeping,
And in her heart giving first place;
Though she too has moments of weepirg,
To sympathy nought can eftace;
Our Father in Heaven sti | serviug,
By making the sorrowful glad;
Sweet cliar ty ever preserving,
For coa fort when others are sad.

True Queen such protection who giveth,
Her people abroad and at home;
O thorne of & nat’on that iveth,
To guard them whercver they rozm;
The sixty-one years of her rulirg,
Beneath the broad :tacdard we own;
Has been the fair womanly schooling,
No true Briton's heart will disown.

When the power of €01 is sustaining,
An Empire doing His will;
There is the great lesson remaining,
[ts peace and prosperity still;
To all other nations He showeth,
The good this true woman hath done;
His merciful promise bestoweth,
A share in the joy of the one.

O Father of light all enduring,
Thy p-ace fill the world as a flood;
The Millenrinm hat ten assuring,
The ceasing of carnage and blood.
The pillar and fire upraicing;
Through all the deep waters lead Thou;
T1ll the whole earth Thy Majesty praising
To TlLe: as one people shail bow.

CrrRUS GOLDE,
Sea Rock, May 24th, 1899.

Her Fir-t Busband,

My wife's ‘ust husband—rest his soul=he was too
good to live,

He couldn’. stand this harsh, bad world, he was so
sensitive ;

I reckon he was lonesome here im this poor unie
verse

Where snz'ela ain’t the ruling class and saints is
thund’rin’ ¢ curse,

o he ser?nelv passed away and quit this woild of
strife

Lelvin'ia v.vidder who is now my law/ul wedded
wite,

And lea|vin' too, a reccrd for perfectior, so com-
plite

That é feel competent to say, it simply can’t be

eat.

on eart

And, to be honest, I must say, I didn’t know his
wortb ;

In fact this is between ourselves—I had the
s'rarge idee

Trat, ¢t th- two ofus, the heft of goodness was
with me.

Folks called bim slack and lezy-yes, and ugly
'round tre house;

They even said, one time, he hove a sasspan at his

I kpnew him gnrty well when he was with us here
’

spouse,

Which, candidly and fairly, any way ycr view it,
ain’.

The regulation conduct that’s expected of a saint.

But, sense I took h’s widder, I've discovered these
fer facts :

He allers kep’ his house and farm as neat &s pol-
ished wax,

He never tracked his muddy boots acrost the kit-
chen flhor,

He never s'cpped to gossip with the ‘ellers at the
store;

1f he ttepped on a carpet-tack he neverswore &
cuss,

If dioner wasn’t ready, why, he pever raised a fuss;

He never growled at gittin” up at twelve o’clock or

one
To hunt fer burglars—no, I judge he uster think’t
was f{un.

If ycu don’t b’lieve he was so good, and think these
varns are stufl,
Jest ask my wife, she d tell yer—Gee! she tells me
times enougb;
In fect, I hear his name so much I'm sometimes
kinder sick,
And :i“l!xl the dear departed was a bein’ I could
C
And I )est;reckon it she dies and gains the Heaven~
ly place
A{oregm. and them {wo meet beside the Throne of
TiC®,
If married life’s the same up there, she’.l make him
sick of me
By tellin’, all the time, how kind and good I uster
Le.

The Homeward Bound.

Oh! for a brisk and fresh’ning wind

That fo lows the tall ship fast,

That curls the crests of the sun kiss’d seas
And strains the pitch pine mast—

Ard bends the towering mast,

W bilst the cog watch yarns so "rouid,
Ard the chanteywan uplifts his voice

In the song of the homeward bound!

The chorus ascends in time and {une,

And is caught oa the rising wind,

Till 1ue startled gu'ls with fluttering wing
Fa'l cft in the track behind —

Fall ot in the flakes behind,

w here th ir shrieks and screams are drowned
By the proud, ! ud sosg, the lond proud song,
The scng of th» homeward bound!

Give me the midst of & storm{ zne,

Where the staggering sun swings low

And the clouds ro | back on the west! erboard
Predic ing a heavy blow— 3

Sure sign of & heavy blow,

W hen trom windward comes the sou:d

Of the thurdex’s roar to rcuse the o1 g,

The song of the Lo neward bound.

Give me tl e man with th» rich, round voice,
When the wind i: bellowing hard,

As be lonms his : eich ¢’er the leaaing block
A hoi.t nz a topsail yard—

Mastheading a topsail yard

As the sail s ts taLt and round,

And he word **Belay !’ fal's lite **Amen”
To the song of the homewsrd vound,

Ob ! the stranee seafolk, the wid seafolk,

Thut live on the trackless deep—

That carry our comme) ¢ the world arcund
Wherever tne wild war e sweep!

Where the wild waves « ver sweep,

To these iet the toast escuad

With a health to tue ssilor, a health to the ship
And a health to the homeward bounal
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LIVELY CITY EVENTS

(COoNTINUED FROM FIRST PARE.)
bandeome. They are on the corner and
right above them on Germain street is the
pnew ladies entrance. The old ladies
entrance has been torn away and this will
be utilized as & street entrance to the
bar ber shop and to afford more room to
Meesrs. Ferguson & Page ‘next door. It
is too early yet to speak of the equipment
ot the new rooms but it is understood that
they will be very bandsome—brass bed-
steads and walnut furniture.

Int resting to Pool Room Men.

Can a pool room be kept open after the
hours prescribed for selling liguor it it is
situated directly next to the bar premisee,
is a question that is being discussed some-
what by those interested. Perhaps there
is only one pool room in the city that is
directly eflected by it, and thatis Tam-
many Hsll. It would puzzle the propr-
etor to make such a change as will suit the
commissioners who are apparently bent
upon entorcing tke lic:nce regulation
strictly.

The Am -teurs in Opera.

Mr. Ford's amateurs have given the
public many good things, and the an
pouncement that on Monday and Tuesday
next they will produce Gilbert & Sullivavn’s
Opera Patience, atthe opera house, will
be read with genuine delight. For this
company, having so many good voices, al-
waye, and besides their vocal excellence
the attention they give to eostuming, and
to escenic detail 1s tar superior to that of
the average travelling company. St. Jobn
bas so little opers, and opera 1s the most
plessing form of entertainment, tbat the
citizens thould feel grateful to the ladies
and gentleman who go to so much trouble
and expepse toget up these shows and
donate the proceeds towards charitable
objects. Patience is tuneful and merry.
Its music is fascinating and its humor
positively radiant. Already the advarce
sale indicates large and fashionable aud-
iences.

Bu:iness Education.

B:oadly speakinz, a buriness education
is one that educates for business. Few
people realize the amount of special traic-
ing that is requisite to (quip & young man
or woman for entrance into business lite.
Thke Currie business University of this city
will send free to any address a beautiful
catalogue giving valuable information re-
lative to the above subject.

This is a Great Offer,

Any person sending a new subscription
to this cffice with $4.00 inclosed can obtain
ProGress for one year, and the Cosmo-
politan, McClure and Munsey magezines
for the same per od with only one condition,
—all of them must be sent to the same ad-
dress.

Su: prised.
An old clergyman who had held a living
in & remote country district for the greater

part of his life had occasion once to con-
sult his bishop on a certain matter, and, in

answer to bis letter, received an invitation

to the palace, where he would have to stay
all night. Forty or fitty years he had prac-
tically led the lite of a recluse, and it was
after much cogitation that he decided to
take the journey to the farth.r erd of the
diocese, where the bishop lived. He ar-
rived just in time for five o’clock tea, a
meal to which he was a complete stranger.
Attex tea the bishop asked me to ac-
company him to evensong. When they re-
turned to the house the bisbop, remarking
that it was quite time they went up stairs,
lighted a candle, and showed his guest to
his room. It was then just seven o’clock,
and the old gentleman thought it was
rather early to retire, but, admiring the
bishop for such simple babite, ha prepared
for bed. He had just put out the light and
lain down to sleep, wishing he bad taken
a little more tea. when a booming noise
rang through the hcuse. Quick as thought
Le sprang from his bed, and, shouting
‘Fire !" at the top of bis voice, rushed out
on to the linding, just in time to meet the
bishop,. with some other guests, going
down to dinner.

Tit for Tat.

A clergyman who enjoyed the su*stantia!
benefits of a fine farm was tlightly taken
down on one occasion by his lrish plough-
man, who was sitting on his plough in the
wheatfield. The reverend gentleman being
an economist, said, with great seriousness—

‘Jobn, wouldr’t it be a good plan for
you to bave a pair of pruning shears here,

and be cutting a few bushes along the fence
while the horses are resting a short time ?’

..(Ilobn considered a moment and then
said—

‘Look here, wculdn’t it be well, #ir, for
you to bave a tub of potatoes in the pulpit,
and while they were singing to peel 'em
awbhile to be ready for the pot ¥’

l The clergyman lavghed heartily and
eft.

HIS FATHER A SEVERE CRITIC.

Sieghted Wagner DId not Give Much
Early Promise,

The success as a composer of Siegfred
Wagner in his opera ‘‘Der Bareohaaeter,’
which has proved unquestionally the 'most
promising new opera of the year in Ger-
many, was never aaticipated by his father,
who bad little hope for any great future of
the young Siegfried. When he was 12
years old, the lad composed a poloraise
and brought it to his father. He would
not look at it.

‘Take it away,” he said, ‘only dunces
write polonaites.’

Young Siegtried knew enough to recall
to his fsmous lather that his first composi-
‘ion was a polonaise.

‘“A boy of 12 should be at his books,”
was the rcjoinder of the great Richard.

‘Mczart_was composing when he was
only 6.

‘Oh, you're a Mczrt, then ?

Siegfried’s anawer was;a marvel of dip-
lomacy for one so young. ‘‘No, not a
Mozart,” he answered, ‘‘but a son of Rich-
ard Wagner.’ That mollified the famous
man and be read the polonsise which had
been written in honor of his mother—now
Cosima, the regnant head of the house—to
be played on h:r birthday. Richard ex-
amined the youthful effort but did not find
much in it for encouragement, He bhanded
it back to his son and is said to have jhum-
med the phrase from ‘‘Lohengrin” in
which the knight cautions IElsa not to ques-
tion him. It was several days before he
delivered his opinion to Siegfried. Then
ke cautioned bim to stick to the study of
architecture and learn how to build houses
and probably theatres but to leave to
others the creation of the music to'be sung
in them.

Some of the letters written by Wezner
to Joeef Tichatschek, the Dresden tenor,
bave been made public recently in Ger-
many, and they throw an interesting light
on Wagner's idea ot the difficulties of the
singers who undertook his operas in those
early days. Tichatschek was a Bohemian
who died about ten years sgo in Dresden,
where many years be bad been a singer in
the Court Opera. He was one of the first
tenos to appear in‘ Rienz’ and ¢ Tann-
hauser,” and was regarded, moreover, as
a remarkably fine stege mansger, When
Wagner sent the piano score of ¢ Das
Rheingold’ to the tenor he wrote: ¢ Let
me hear frcm you whether these please
you. They are very difficult, and perhsps
there is ia ¢ Das Rbeingold’ the most diffi-

cult task ever presented to a tenor. I
mean the part of Loge. When I lately
went through that with Liezt he voluntarily
remartked that he knmew nobody but you
who has the necessary ard characteristic
speaking accent 1n your singing to give the
role propeily.’

Wagner did not have a high opinion of
the direction ot the Wagner operas at this
time. He was especially displeased with the
performance of * Lohengrin.” *‘It was bad,
very bad,” be wrote to Ticnatschek. ““The
direction at Dresden is animated by a spirit
which makes it a duty for you, as my
friend, quite spart from your performance
as a singer and actor, to contend against
attack, falschood and distortion on the
part of the direction. But in this bad state
of affairs I must esteem myself fortunate
to know that I have on my side your zeal,
influence and indomitable courage.”

Wagner never, of course, heard Ernest
Van Djck’s wonderful performence of
Lcge, whbich was the greatest achievemeut
cf the famous tcnor in this country, and
was an actievement whcih would have
satisfied the most exacling demands t the
master.

Less Fastidious.

‘You do look awkward, dear,’ said the
mistress of a drestmaking class to a girl
who was bolding the scissors in her left
band. ‘Can’t you use your other hand at
all ¥

‘‘m efraid not,” answercd th: blusbing
gul.

‘Do try. It is impossible to work
Speedily and well with the left hand.
Which will you do now: go on 2s you are

doing and prove a failvre, or start all over
agaid with the right hand and become a
really clever dressmaker ?’

The gitl looked troubled for awhile,
and then brighténed up. ‘I think 1’ goy
onas I am, mum,” she decided. ‘l’vr;
only mother to make frocks for, and she's
given over caring whether they fit or not.

he's had three husbands !’
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