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CuUSIPLY DEFINITIONS.

Some Words That Have Cost Preity big
Fortaves.

There sre words in the Engli:h vocabul-
ary- eimple words, of the meaning of which
one would be excused for thinking there
could be no two interpretations—which
have, nevertheless, been dfined at law at
the cost of hundreds of thousands of
pounds. The law is at all times an expen-
sive mechine to eet in motion, but when it
has a definition to give, it is little short of
a gold crushing machine.

One can bardly corc:ive how much
harmlers-sounding words as ‘cruelty,’ ‘do-
mestic,” ‘linen,’ ‘accident,” ‘hotel,’ could
lead to protracted litigation, but the f ct
remains that in company with some hun-
dred modestly euphonious fellow-words,
they hive cost huge fortonnes to unfortun-
ate litigants whose cases turned upon the
legal definition of the words.

~We all remember tha long discusvion
over the poor little word ‘place,” as used
in the famous Gaming Act. For a legal de-
finition of this word, the parties to the
various actiocns which were resultant from
it have paid an aggregatesum of more
than £20,000; and yet it is doubttul
whether the existing definition would long
be upheld if anyore with adequate funds
dared to contend against it. In fact, it is
thought that the word bar so many pitfalls
to cfler for lawyers that it would be as
well to pass a special Act permanently de-
fining ‘place.” But such a course is hardly
likely to be adonted.

In the matrimonial suvit of Russell v.
Russell the word ‘cruelty’ led to prodig-
ious litigation and consequent expense.
tome contenced that ‘crucliy’ must be in-
flicted upon the body to fill the require-
ments cf the Act, and others raid that in
some circnmstances it could be irflicted
upon the mind ; that there was mental ill-
health and sufferirg more acute than phy-
sical ill-health and suffering ; and so the
word ‘cruclty’ was fought up and vp till it
reached the House of Lords. In other
cases, #l:0, the word has caused a lot of
trouble.

Sicce the time when the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was in-
stituted the word ‘*domestic” bas put for
tunes into liwyers’ pockets. Under the
rule it is an cflence to ill treat a ‘domestic
animal,” and the word ‘domestic’ ¢xcul-
pates anyone ill-using an animil other
than ‘domestic.” Hence, there has been
endless legal discussions upon the question
of what is a ‘domestic animal.’ Some
people wanted to set down for living truth
that a tame bear was a domestic animal
Toey faled. Odhers sougkt to show that
a caged lark was not a domestic animal,
because it bad been born wild, and being
caged was mnot in 1ifs patural sfate.
They failed. Yet the two cases were
on very much the eame grounds—on
all fours, we might say in compliment to
the hear, The Jaw argues that a bear or
a lion is not ‘domestic’ so long as he is
necessarily csged, and common sense sug-
gests quite the opposite.

Under the Wills Act,.all words ‘appar-
parent’ in testamentary documents are held
to be part of the will ; and this bas led to
much (litigation, costing thousands of
pounds. What is ‘spparent’? It you make
a will and you erase some words they are
‘apparent’ only if they can be read without
unusual d fli:ulty. It they are quite faint,
and it was otviously your intention to
erase them comp.etely, they may still be
‘apparent’. If you stick paper over them
to hidejtLem, they may even then be ‘sp-
parent’ to the eatisfaction of the law. If
the covercd words carnot be read without
the paper over them being moistened or
screped thin, the words are not ‘apparent.’
But if the words can be read through the
paper by tLe document being held up to
the light, they are ‘apparent.’

What ,is an accident? A mishap it
would be [unrcasonable to expect, our lay

mind suggerts. But it tock a court of law
something lLke a fortnight to decide
whether a bee-sting was an accident. A
man died from the effects di a bee-sting,
and his wile claimed heavy insurance.
But the insurance company declinned to
pay on the grounds that a bee-sting was
not an accident in the true sense of the
word. So the law was requested to decide
The company, suggested that a bee-sting
if not deliberately come by—a qoaint pro-
viso—was a [misadventure, but notan ac
cident. The widow clsimed that a misad-
venture was an accident unless resultant
from neghence and she won.

‘Ouatward bound’ is an ¢ xpression which
like ‘homeward bound,” has led to long
discussion in Admiralty action. When is
a vessel ‘outward bound’? When she has
thrown cff her mooriags and started her
michinery, or when she has lelt the dock,
or the port, or the mouth of the river, or
wha ? It she is cutward bound when she
has been boarded by ber crew and passen-

gers, and shipped ber cargo, and started
down tke mnver, woull she be ‘outward

bouna’ if sce iLtended to stop at the mouth -

FRIENDS PREVAILED

A Nervous Toronto Woman Walked
the Floor During the Night for Hours
at a Time—She Makes a Statement.

TORONTO, ONT.—*“I was troubled
with nervousness. It was impossible for
me to keep still and if the spells came
over me during the night I had to get up
and walk the floor for hours at a time.
My blood was very poor and I wassubject
to bilious attacks. My feet would swell
and I was not able to do my own house-
work. I treated with two of the best
physicians here but only received relief
for a time. I became discouraged. One
day a friend called and advised me to try
Hood’s Sarsaparilla. I laughed at thead-
vice but I was prevailed upon and pro-
cured one bottle. Before I used it all I
began to feel better. I took several bot-
tles and also several boxes of Hood’s Pills.
Now I can eat and drink heartily and
sleep soundly. Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
entirely cured me and also strengthened
me so that I now do all my own work.
I cheerfully recommend Hood’s Sarsapa=-
rilla to all sufferers from mnervousness,
weakness or general debility.” MRgs. H.
F. PARM, Degrassi Street.

’ . cure Liver I11s: easy to take,
HOOd s PI"S easy to operate. 25 cents.

of the river to coal or take another band or
passenger aboard? No. She is ‘outward
bouna’ only when she bas actva ly started
from her dock, and is proceeding on her
journey, with no intention of stopping
before ber first port of call. Sheis not
‘outward bound’ until all the passengerr,
coal and cargo, etc., she intended to carry
are aboard.

‘Dresden china’ bas caused a great deal
of bair-splitting recently. So has ‘linen,’
‘fancy bread,” or ‘Swiss bread.” while the
word ‘necessaries’ is thrashed out again
and rgain every week in county courts.
‘Cattle,’ ‘burglar,” ‘gambling,” *hotel.’ ‘in-
come,’ ‘land,” are a few more words the
legal meanings ot which bave been decided
at the cost of tens ot thousands of pounds

To illustrate the exquisite fineness with
which the law mikes its distinc'ions, we
may add that it a trademan’s assistant ac-
cepted a shilling from a customer on be-
halt of bis employer and put it in his pocket
for his own use he would be gui'ty of em-
bezzlement. But if hs accepted the ehill-
ing, dropped it into the till, and then put
it into his po ket for bis own use, he wouid
be guilty of the lesser offence of larceny.
—T1d Bits.

JIHN BULL BANKBUPFPT.

The B1i ivh Gover: ;nn t Was Once Unabl»
to Pay its Debts,

‘“John Bull backrupt’ scunds strange to-
day, and the chancellor can afford to emile
at the idea as he reckons up the nation’s
balance sheet tor 1899; but it was not
always so. Once indeed—102 years ago—
the Bank of Eogland virtually declared the
British government bankrup:!

it came about in this way; Fve years
before the eighteenth century closed France
declared war against Great DBritian and
Holland, and there was a great drain on
the gold of the country. The most anxious
man in Britain was Pitt, the Minister ol
financa whose recources were strained to
the utmost.

For months Pitt bad only obtained
accommodation from the Bunk of E-g'and
by bringing great and constavnt pressure to
bear upon that institution, but nobody wss
more astonished than Pitt when the ‘O.d
Lady of Threadneedle streel’ took it into
har head to threaten England with bank-
ruptey.

A vear or two before the bank had re-
fused the paper ol a private banking firm,
and compelled it thereby to stop payment
the next day for a million sterling, and in
the universal sensation and confusion
which overwhelmed the financial world a
bundred country banks suspended pay-
ment. Then the government stepped in
and saved the situation.

But now the government itself was in
peril. The treasury hid sent biils to the
bank for payment amounting to over
£200,000 , and there not bcing suflicient

gold in the country the bank resclved on a
coup d’etat to save the situation.
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COLDS

For Five Nations.

Dr. Humpbreys’ Specific Manual tells
all about the treatment and cure of dis-
ease, in five languages, is published in
English, Germar, French, Spanish and
Portuguese, that all may know about Dr.
Humphreys', tamous Specifics.

By consulting tbis bock you can doctor
yourself and your family successfully; it
can be found at all drug stores or is mailed

free onjrequest.

Huomphrevs' Medicive Co,, Cor, William & John
Sts., New York.

i Tte court of chartered money changers
met in}Threadneedle street, and resolved
that the bills should not be diecharged un-
less money, wes tent down for the pur-
pote. The mearing of such a resclation,
as those versed in the way of financiers
will not need to be told, was nothing more
or Jess than that the government could not
meet its liabilities.

Pitt trembled w hen the news was brought
to him, and everybody, from the kirg on
the throne to the man in the street, talked
of this and rotbing else. Hew, people
asked of one arother, could the govern-
ment get along without money »

Tte bank, of course, bad promised to
pay gold for its notes when demanded,
and by refusing to do so it had broken its
promise. But for the goverrment to bave
pressed the bank wou'd have int¢nsified

the trouble a hundredt. 14, as the govern- |.

ment owed the bank an enormous debt.

The king and the m n'sters were sum
moned to town on Sunday morning; a
privy council was held at Whiteball and a
meeting of ministers in Downing street,
both of which the king attended. There
was only one course by which the country
could be saved, and, daring as it wa-, it
had to be taken.

The government threw itself between the
bsnk and its creditors, and commanded
the bank to witbhhold all cash from the
public until parliament had met and come
to some decision. The probibition was
ordered to remain in force for six months
after parliament met, and during that
period small bank notes were 1ssued, and
were gen rally accepted as cash every-
where. -

Matters in this way righted themseives,
and the wheels of government went rund
again.

NEWCsNAL IN GEEM {(NY.

The Great Wuterway That is to ran East
and Wert Through the Country,

The Germans attribute their rapid com-
mercial progrees n part to the advanced
develcpment of their interns]l means of
communication by rail, river and canal.
They are pot abl:, for instance, to mine
coal quite to cheaply as it is done in Eng-
lacd, tut they can carry t!eir product to
the iron mines for smelting purposes on
the State railroads, at so emall a figure
that it «qual z:s mattcrs, and they accord-
ing manufacture pig iron as chesply as is
done in England. They are now at work
at what is known as tte Midlard Canal,
which is to run east snd west, cutting
through the the territory between the Eibe
and Rhne, p rmitting not only the direct
passage of ships from ore to the other
without unloading, but also allowing Rhine
boa's to carry cargoes ga'hered in the har-
bors of the North Sea to places far inland.
The canal will also connect with other
canal systems penetratir g to the O ler and

Vistuli, so that ¢ll parts ot the country:

m 1y be reached by water direct f om the
North Sza. Side csnals are run to Osna.
bruck Hildersheim, Pcine, Brunswick,
Msgdeburg, and perhaps to Nienburg.
Tue cost of the work is estimated at $38, -
55¢€ 000.

Nature has traced the course of this
canal, and the work presents so few d:fli~
culties that it is bard to understand why it
has not been built before, considering the
importance of the 1egion between the Ems,
Weser and Elbe as a means of internal
communication. The Dortmund Canal,
already in operation, will be a part of the
system. The canal will be dug from
Bevergern, on the Dortmund Csnal, to the
Ems, will reach the Weser at Minden the
Leine near Hanover, and will finally join
the E'be at Heinrichsberg, a little below
Madgeburg. Tnis stretch ot canal will be
about 200 miles long. The region is
very flat, and ovir h:1t the canal will be
at sn altituie ot about 150 teet and seventy

m'les at an elevation of 175 feet. There
will he only six Jocks. Tue canal will be
110 feet wide at the surface, 60 feet wide
at the bottom, and 10 t et deep.

As the great ditch will run through a re-
gion of extensive marches, the canal will
be of much importance not only for com-
merce but also ¢s a regulator ot the draic-
sge and water supply. In the eastern part
ot its course the iron industries are higbly
developed. Itis also expected that large
quantitics of tertil zers will be tran+ported
by the canal for tbe improvement of the
poor, sandy soil in this part of the low
German plain, and it is thought the result
will be a considerable ir crease in the den-
sity of populaticn

Canalization 1s of much importance in a
country like Germany, and the reeults
thus far obtained have more than justified
the expenditure. Emperior Willism re-
cently said that the empire’s future is on
the water, and he bas cone much to en-
coursge canal buildiug. Last month he
approved the plans for the projected ship
canal between Stettin and Be:lin, by means
of which vessels of heavy tonnage will be
able to load and discharge cargoes airect
at Berlin.

Human eye Fast :r Than the Pen.

‘You read a thousand mi'es,’ is the cal-
culation ot a clever individual fond of de-
tails. The eyes of the average busy man
in reading alone, travel 1,000 miles which
is equivalent {0 an ‘ocular trip’ a third of
the distance across our continent. Even
the busiest man probably travels with hi®
eyes nineteen miles of type yearly, and
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THAT SNOWY .

WHITENESS

to which all housewives aspire can
be secured most surely, most easily,
and most economically by the use of

“ SURPRISE ”” Soap.

It takes all the dirt out of the fabrics,
and leaves them white as snow—
clean, sweet and free from streaks or

discolorations.

A large cake costs but 5 cents,

Remember the name—

“SURPRISE”,

-~

there are doubtless many readers who
travel six time the distance. If you read
a yellow backed novel your eyes have
traversed from a mile to a mile and a balf

ot type. The buriest pen cannnot keep up
with this pace. With ordinary use, your
pen bas not travclled over two miles dur
ing an average lifetime. Perhaps a Kp-
ling or a Z>la, it he live to be 60 or there-
abouts, hes journey 120 miles with his
pen; that is, be bas not travelled as far as
trom New York to Albany.

What her Heart Said,

Miss Mahella St. Percy : ‘Mammy, dear-
est, I Lave something to t: 1l you’

Mamma (anxiously) : *Yes darling.’

‘Yes, mamma. Mr. Moneybags pro-
posed to me last night.’

‘And what did my little girl ssy ?’

‘I didn’t give him a definire answer,
mamma I wanted to talk to you about 1t
first.’

‘Aund what docs your bheart say, dear ?’

‘Oh, mamma, it says—it says Oh,
mamma, is it really true that Mr. Money-
bags will have £10,000 a year at his father’s
death ?

‘Qaite true, my child, and—and—the
old gentlaman is veay feeble

‘And Ishould be sole mistress of Money-
tazs Hall, in Scotland P’

‘Yes, darling, and a beautiful bhouse at
Briy hton., 5

‘And I should probably go to town for
the London season P’

‘I have no doubt of it, my dear daugh.
ter. Apd--and—I don’c want to influence

gou in the least, my child. No one shall
say that my child was not Jeft to follow the
leacings ot ber own heart in the choice of a
busband ; but—but—you bave neard about
the Moneybsg's diamonds P’

‘Yes, mamma.’ ~

‘They are superb ! I bave seen most of
them when Mr Moreybag's mother was
alive, and thev are ail his own.’

*)a, mamma !’

‘And pow what does my dear child's
heart say ?’

‘Oh, mamma it says—yes !’

‘My own dear child!I bave always
wan'ed to see you married to ths man of
your choice, to tbe man you loved and hon-
ored. Bless you, my darling, and may you
be as happy ae you deseive.’

What the Doctor Mizht do

*You wili have to be very carefal for a
long time,’ said the doctor.

‘I supposa so,’ replied the patient.

‘It you expect to entirely recover from
this you must obey my insiructions im
plicitly.

‘Then I shall have to ask you to make
them very explicit ’

The doctor bowed gravely, and that far-
away look came 1to his eycs that denotes
in a doctor an occasion of great mcment,
when his vast learning is to be brought to
bear on a serious problem.

‘You must’c smoke,’ he said.

‘Gireat mackerel !” cried the patient.

*You mustn’c drink.’

‘*Whew !’

*You mustn’t over ex rt yourself at any
kind ot work or exercise.’

‘Not so bad.’

‘You mustn’t be out in the evening.’

‘Now, look here, doc !

‘You mustn’c eat rich tood.’

‘I won'c.

‘You mustn't have any excitemsnt.’

‘All right.’

‘No cards or billiards, or —'

‘Oh, dcc, go easy ’

‘You mustn’(——'

‘1 say doc !" interrupted the patient.

‘Well P

‘Aren’t you making unnecessary work
tor yourselt ?’

‘How do you mean ?’

‘Wouldn’c bs easier for you to specify
what I can do P’

However, this isn’c the only doctor who
bas seemed to begin at the wrong end.

The Wrong Scent.

At a recent missionary meeting a young
minister named Gibbs was called upon to
give an address.

Mr. Gibb’s style is remarkably flowery,
but those ‘purple patches’ with which he
frequently adorns his speeches are highly
distasteful to the Rev. Mr. Wilson, a plain

practical old preacher, who happened on
the present occasion to be sitting on the
platform.

‘Metbinks brethrer,” exclaimed Mr.
GGibbs, in the course of bis oration, during
which he bad surveyed mankind irom

China to Peru—*Methinks [ can hear the
clash of the cymbals ia the great proces-
sion ol Jugzerment ; I can scent the spicy
breezes ot Ceylon wafted y

‘No, Mr. Gibbs.” interrupted Mr, Wil-
son, very solemaly ; ‘it's the broken gas-
pipe you can smell —the man hasn’c mend-
ed it yet!’

Mr Gibb’s speech came to an abrupt
conclosion amid the lavg iter of the auui-
ence.

An Import: d Snanke Story.

American inventors of spnake stories
must look to their laurel; the educated
Bengali has entered into competition, and
judging from the sample given in good
faith by a native paper at Calcutta, he
will be bard to beat Some time back the
lovely daughter of wealthy Z mindar was
bitten by a cobra and died in the course
ot a few hours.

As her remains were beirg conveyed to
the Ganges for sepulture a passing pat-
risrch of reverned mirn proposed that he
should be allowed to experiment with re-
rusci‘ation. As he bore a bigh reputation
as a professor of occult science the scrrow-
ing relatives hesrtily consented. Thoe
st 3 then obtained three cowrics, and afrer
praying very energetically threw the shelle
on the ground. Instantly ons disappear-
ed and the spectators were wondering
what had become of it when a huge cobra

burst out of the adjicent jungle, bearing
the missing cowrie on its torehead. It
must have heen a humble sort of repti'e,
tor when ordered by the s2ge to suck the
wound on the discased lady 1t at once
complied, and then died to save further
trouble. Within an hour i'ts human vie-
tim hsd quite recovered and went on mer-
rily with her busb:nd and relatives, none
the worse tor ber little acvanture.

*‘Such was the marvelovs tresiment,’
says the narrator, ‘of the peaswnt Moula
Bux, professor of the occult science,
which, wih the spread of the so-called
Westerr civilization, had almost died out
ot the lind.

V Nice Lit le Wait,

‘I am lonking for Mr. Adsum, the book-
keeper,’ said the caller, a portly, dignifisd
gentieman of majestic apperance.

‘He is not in,’ reglied the young man on

the three-1>gged stool. ‘He’s ’

*I eee he's not in,’interrupted the visitor.

This is about the hour be has been inthe

habit ususlly of coming in, isn't it ¥’

,Yes sir, but 4

‘Thanks. I'll wait.’

He sat down, picked up a newspaper,
slowly unfolded i:, and proceeded with
leisurely dignity to read.

The younz man on th thrce-legged stool
wrote away in silence.

Thus passed bali an hour.

The caller grew restive.

‘By the way,’ be said, how—er long will
it be betore Mr Adsum ccmes in ¥’

‘I don’c know,’ said the young man on
tbe stool. ‘He went out about tbree weeks
ago to another fi m.’

A Much Maligned Beverags,

“Desth in the tea-pot.”” Well cheap teas—stews
ed in‘tead of steeped—caus d the saiyiog. Gooa
teus properly drawao, are & who'esome, as well or
paiatsb e drink; bat t' e’ mu:t be good, as, for
ir‘htance, Teil y's Elephant brand Iando-Ceylon

ea. -

The average woman’s a firm beli:ver in
home rale.

The cipher might be cited as an exswple
of some for noth'ng.

Life is spent in leirning to live, and,
baving learned, to die.

Toe loafers idea of happinessis nothing
to do aad lo!s of time to do it in.

What this country needs is a few con-
verted heathen to do a little missionary
work in our large cities.

Tell a man that you have a good joke on
him, and he is confirmed in the opivion he
bas always entertained that you bave no
sepse.

When a womar can’t explain a thing she
can always explain why she can’t explain
it.

When a yourg man gives his steady a
two-dollar present, and she honeatly believes
it cost eight or nine dollars, that settles it;
she loves bim.

After a girl can plsy two or three pieces
on the piano her mother begins to enifl
with disdain every time she reads praise of
Paderewski,

Every woman has had at scme time a
sckeme for buymng pigs or chickens and
turniog them over to some colored persen
living 1n the suburbe, to be raised on shares.

And as soon as a woman buys a pig corn
goes up and pork down.
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