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CHLORIDE'S RICH ORE

—yTa.

GROWTHOFTHENEWMINIYGCAMP
IN THE SOUTHWEST.

A Sun-Bakrd Desert Wih Joaleulable
Werlth Almott on the Burface —~Ores Long
Neglected—Men who Have Gt Sudden

Wesnlth.

The name Chbloride isin the mouth of
hearly every gold and silver miner in the
southwest nowadays, and a rush which pro-
mises to exceed that to Randsburg in 1896
and even that to Tombstone twenty years
ago. has set in toward Cbloride. The
veteran gold ard silver mine seekers in the
Weet, who have anabiding f ith that every
year with the figure 9 at the end will be a
tamous one in the finding of new ficlds for
mining precious ores in the West, are con-
vinced that Chioride is to be the scens of
the great gold and silver rush for 1899
They argue that the great rush of gold-
bungry men to California was in 1849
the t'reser River and the first Cometock
rustes occurred in 1859; the Montana
gold field was discovercd and the stampede
thereto began in 1869; the Tcmbstone
and Leadwlle silver (xcitement started in
1879 ; the Ssn Jusn snd Utah gold rushes
were m 1889, and that now the Chloride
field s going to furpish the richest dig-
gings fcund in the West in 1899,

Notwithstanding the boom in coppc(r
mining throughout Ar'zina and the un-
precedented energy in every copper camp
in the Southwzst this searon, one cannot
go anywhere in the Territory without hear-
ing of Chlorice. The latest strike of silver
ore in Chloride is discussed in this region
before any other topic. Samp'e chunks of
ore from the Chloride mining district are
exhibited in store wir dows, behind s:loon
bars and in hotc]l cflices. Stories of how
Jack-So and-So has stuuck base ore at
Cbloride that sells to the El Paso smelters
for 82,200 a carload ; how Bill Somebody
has sold a half interest in his prospect at
Chloride for $10 000 or more and how old
Jim Whai's His Name has a ledge twenty
feet wide with enough g.ld in it to p1y the
working e¢xpenses of ore that runs 120
ounces of silver to the ton, are heard on
every side. The brakeman on the train
has a bit of silver and gold ore from
Chloride in his pocket; the conductor
yearns to get away from his job for a few
days to go over to Chloride and try bis
luck. The waitress in the hotel asks while
she aw.ita your order whether you bave
been to Chloride yet, and the porter lingers
after he has set your luggage in your room
to ask what’s the latest news from the rush
to Cbloride. The dullest schoolboy in
Arizona can lccate Coloride, near King-
man, in Mcjive c:unty.

The new mining camp of Chloride, like
Randsburg on the DMojave desert in
California, is another town that has grown
wonderfully amid a frightful climate and
on a sandy waste, simply becaus2 of the
precious minerals stored there. It is
twenty-seven m les northeast from King-
man, which is a station on the main live of
the At hison, Topeka and Santa e system
through northern Arizons, on the way to
Los Avgeles, Cal. The county is Mcjave
and Kingman is the county seat. Uatil a
dozen years ago the Huallipi Indians, a
fierce branch of the lazy Diggers, were
masters of this arid region, and murders ot
miners and prospectors by them retarded
the ratural mineral development of the
locality. The White Hils silver mines,
which bave been so rich that, in spite of
the decrease in value of ‘the white metel
duricg the last balt dczen years, they have
paid good dividends right along, are some
forty miles away to the east. A more
bald. desclate, parched and blistered
region could rcarcely be imsgined. No
thing grows there during ten months in the
year but dry ssgebrush, a peculiar desert
species of cactus and grerss wood chapar-
ral. It is a region of the bloated rattle-
snake acd the deedly chanwalla. The
coyote is not common in that arid waste
and under that burning eun, for even it
cannot find enough to eat there. Standing
on any of the ranges ¢f low mountains, in
which oat croppings of nineral zed rocks
may be seen on every band, one may look
away cff to tte ncrth across the shimmer-
ing bot valleys, where not a living thing
may be seen, to the purple mcuntains in
touthern Utah and to tbe west in Cali-
fornia. The Grand Canon of tke Colorado
River is forty miles to the north. In win-

. there are patches of green in the Sacre-

.ento Valley, where Chloride is lesping
into cityhood, but in summer everything
there in nature is diy and brown and

yellow. Itis aregion of murages, and at
times the winds and blowidg sand come
into one’s tace as if frcm a bot blast. The
mountains are known among miners as
calico formations, that is, the stains of cin-
nabar, iron, galena copper and other
metals give ths rocks variegated hues simi-
lar to calico prints.

While agriculture might be as profitably
conducted on the Derrert of Sahara as
round about Chloride, and while the Sac-
raczénto Valley will ncver be a popu'ar
resort at any season of the year, the min-
eral wealth there is almost incalcuable. It
is indeed strange that the gold and silver
in the mountain tides to the north and
south of the Sacramento Valley were not
found by perspectors long sgo. S.veral
of the larger mines, such as the Teunessee,
the Merrimac, the Elkbart, the Diana and
the Wisconsin, sre on a ledge of base ore
(composed ot silver, gold anb some cop-
per) which varies tfrom ¢ight to thirty feet
in width and ¢xtends more than two miles
along the mountain side. The mineral'z
ed markings of this ledge are very percep-
tible. Here and there are outcroppings
ot oxdiz>d ore that assay at even £10 a
ton. Hundreds of mining ciaims have
been posted in and about Chioride on
every p'ece of ground where there is ths
Jeast evidence of ore beneath, and in thiity
days hundreds mcr2 will be made.

‘I have known for years,’ said Col. Lew-
is Rogers, who bas prorpected far and wide
for fourteen years, and at last bas found a
ledge where he is taking out ore running as
bigh as seventy one ounes to the tcn,
‘that there was some mineral in this chlor-
ide ore, but I never had an idea it was 80
easily bad and so nicely smelted. Here
I've been liviog a terribly hard life on the
Ceverts and among the mountains for years
while t' ese ledges bave been lying here for
some one like me to come along and dig
the riches out of them. Yes, sir, ['ve been
in every mining camp stampede from Pike’s
Peak to Chloride. I was in [Leadville be-
for: there were 300 men there, and I was
in Cripple Creek before there were forty
tents up, but I tell you that this here
Chloride is the best of all of them. Why,
there’s no other eilver camp I ever heard ot
where they get ore ten feet down that runs
fifty ounces of silver to the ton. There’s
that Merrimac mine, which is owned by a
Philadelphia mav. It is the pioneer at
Chloride. Itis down 122 teet now, and
lately it has been shipping ore to the smel-
ters that bas run up to $97 a ton in gold
and silver. We've got seven big paying
mines here at Chloride now, and there will
be seven mcre belore S:ptember, sure
pop.’

No mining fown in the Southwest ever
grew fater than Chloride is growing now.
There are many ¢ld time miners and pros-
pectors who say that they see in Ciloride’s
growth a closer likeness to the esrly days
of the famous Fraser River stampede of
1859 tban to anytbing else. Last January
Chloride consisted of a little store a saloon
a blaksmith shop and a huddlie of tents and
cinvas covered houses, strung along a
winding road among rocks and sage brush.
There was not even encuzh of a thorongh-
fare there to be called a street. To-day
the populotion of Chloride isatout 2,200,
andit wll ro doubt exceed 4,000 by
September. The town is growing at the
rate of 150 fixed residents a week, while
twice as many come and go week after
week. In four months Cbloride bas pro-
gressed from a dreary, remorseless desert
waste to a lively and bumming a mining
town as there is anywhere. It has thus far
grown faster than even Tombstone in 1879
for in those days there was no railroad
communication to aid the rapid growth of
the mining towns. Whether Chloride will
grow to the importance ol Tombstone,
Cripple Creek, Ledville or any famous
Western mining town depends upon the
continued success of the newly found
prospects.

Up to this writing Caloride has four
rude buildings of canvas walls and shake
roo!s that answer for hotels, four stores
that carry large stocks of provisions and
miners’ clotbing and u’'ensils; fourteen
saloons and seven restaurants where meals
costing 50 and 75 cents each are served
on tall pine counters, while customers
stand up &nd feed themselves like men
stoking furnaces. The population of the
town lives largely in tents and canvas
houses sca‘tered 'on the brown, sandy
waste amid the sage brush. The Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company
is buldirg a branch from its Kingman
station to Chloride, and the contract calls

for the completion of the work by Aug. 1.
Kingman itself has growa from a popula-
‘ion of 600 last winter to 2,500 at this
time. The miners who have poured
through that town on th ic way to the new
silver and gold camp, the forwarding of
ireight from there to Caloride and the
making of Kiogman a general depot for
tupplies at Chloride have built np a thriv-
ing railroad community from a struggling
hamlet within & few monthe.

The seeker af'er the picturesque in min-
ing camp life may find it in plenty in
Ch'oride. White-haired, tattered soldiers
ot fortune who bave followed the delusive
beckonings of luck ovir mountsin and
across desert, from the trcpics of Guate-
mals to the rnowbanks of British Columtia
are in Chloride. Men who have been
millionaires in other boom mining towns,
and men who were once princes in Cripple
Creck, Crcede, Vi'gmia City and Lead-
ville, are here—broken down, disceursg:d
hoping ag:inst hope that in Chloride they
may fiad something that will somebow lead
tbem on to another fortune. There are
clerks, railrotd men, salesmen, liwyers,
clergymen, mining kings and all the de-
praved charactera that one sees in camp
life. All the institutions that acc mpany a
rush to a new gold or silver field are al-
ready in Chloride. For two weeks men
hammered and sawed and nailed by day
and night until the ‘Imperial,” the finest
dance hall in northwestern Arizona, was
ready for the opening. Every night, no
matter it the mercury is up among the
nineties, the rough wooden flyor of the
dance ball is thronged with miners, old
and yonng, and with women and girls from
every city ia Colorado, Arizora and
Calitornia. The bartenders behind a
great pine bar stretching across the rear of
the ba'n L ke apartment doa land cflize
business at the end of each dance, while
the master of ceremonies, known in the
mining ¢ mp phraseclopy as the herder,
shouts in ear-splitting accents, ‘Form on
for the next. dance ! Git yer pardners !
Git yer pardners ! and let’s m:ke a night
of it boys " Gamblers and sharpers of all
degrees of proficiency have flocked to
Chloride. A few months ago the only
gaming there was card playing by the
Indians. Now bundreds of dollars are
staked every night on the roulette tables,
craps is plsyed in several places, and stud
and round table poker is going on in the
back rooms of nearly every saloon in town,
while continucus games of faro are dealt
in eight-hour sbhifts. One night last week
there was a fare game in which $3 000
char ged bands within a few hours. Some
of the most expert gamblers from San
Francisco snd Denver are now operating
in Chloride.

Seven n'ghte a week th2 saloors are
crowded with men. If one wants to see
any one in Chlorife he makes the rounds of
the saloons and gambling places, for every
one vitits at least one of the resorts evcry
evening. In some there is the music 2t an
a-cordion, a music box or a piano to please
the patron. In two salcons women from
ths Denver and Los Angelos concert bails
ara hired to sing. Beneath the yellow light
of huge kerosene lamps and a <loud of to
bacco smoke men gamble, sink shafts in
imaginary mines, talk over the money they
are making or are going to mike in the
new camp. Occasionally, when someore
in the camp makcs a few thousand dollars
on a mining deal or from the sale of real
estate, every one is expected to come and
drink bis fill at the expense of the lucky
man. A fortnight ago, when George Ham-
ilton sold th: Chicago for $9 000 cash,
$2 200 was spent in drinks, and the cimp
rang with song and cheers for Hamilton
from early evining until daybreak. The
celebratioy over the sale would probably
have continued a day or two longer. but
tor the fact that Mrs. Hamilton bired a
conveyance and drove out lLke mad to
Chloride, where Ham.Itcn was seiz:d bod-
ily with bis remaining money and carried
back to his family at Kiagman.

The rise in the v:lue of real estate in
Chloride is an interesting chapter in the
story of the springing up of this town in
tte arid plain. A year ago tte site of the
business and residence part of Chloride
might bave been bought from a Mexican
sheep herder for $150 or $200, possibly
less. The owner tried to trade it in 1896
for several steers. Last February one
might bave bought an acre here and there
among the rocks for $50 or $75. To-dsy
single lots cut from these same rock acres
and bovght for $600 and $800 each. A
doz2n lots, on what is now the main street

of Cbloride, bave scld for $1 200, and two
corner business lots sold last week for
£1 600,

‘If the mines continue as profitable as
they sre now,’ saii Jubn Swiggart, who
has made and lost three fortunes in town
lots in other mining camp booms, ‘we’ll be
selling eix'y-foot front bu-iness lots in
Chloride at 83 000 before September, and
no one knows how bhigh they may get by
Janusry. It makes me sick to think that
with 82 000 here four months ago I might
now own real estate here that rents for
$6 000 a month and sells for $40 000.

It is very hard to get from the restless,
anxious men, who rush to a new mining
cymp with heads full of schemes for finan-
cial self-betterment and visions ot sudden
ly made we 1 h, a correct history of the
camp. Where gold rn1 silver are at stake
and fortunes beyond the dreams of avarice
seem necar, one pays little attention ‘o the
histories of camps. It appears, bowever,
that the first demonstration of the riches
of tte base or2 at Chloride was made by
a company of S:otchm2n, who two years
ago epened a mn2 that they called the
Elkhart. Old Chief Surrum of the Hualli-
pis told the white men of the location of
the ore, and said his tribe hid known for
a generation that laad and silver could be
hed there in great quantities. The Scotch-
men found pay ore two feet below the sur
face of the earth, and in a few weeks they
found thcy had an immense body cf ore
which yielded for'y ounces of silver, 26
per cent of lead and $12 worth of gold to
every ton. The secret was well kept, but

it leaked out when the returns
from the Puebly) smelter began to
come back. Then Edward T. Loy of

Colorado, who had obtained anintimation
at the smelter of what the new mine at
Chloride was doing, moved down to King-
man and began looking abcut for the vein
upon which the Elkhart mine was opera-
ting. Mr. Loy saw at a glance that there
were wonderful possibilities in Chloride for
| many more mines. He had about &1 200,
| and with that he bought three claims on
the Elkhart ledge and next south. Then
he went about organizing and capitalizing
the Huallipi Miriog Company in Los
Angelos. One pi lion shares of stock were
issued at two cents a share, and after
months of work and srgument the whole
issue was floatel. That was last Novem
ber. In February the Huallipi Company
began shipping ore, and bad a little re-
duction mill in running order. In two
weeks {he value of the stock rcse from
three cents to fifteen cents a share, and it
has since been advancing. Then the Mer-
rimac Company, which had begun work
over to the north on an extension of the
same vein, ran into the richest silver ore

ever known in Noithern Arizona, and the
prefit in mining at Chloride was to larg:
that the facts could be kept secret no long-
er. Tee rush ot miners and prospectors
began.

S range stories ¢f sudden riches travel
up and down the crooked, rough streets of
this desert mining camp. Some are veraci-
our, but most are founded in the imagina-

and a little business and have come hasten-
ing acroes the desert to Chloride, believing
that fate was ca ling them to fortunes in
the sun-baked painted mountains. The
story of the leap into wealth made by Andy
Fiyrn is one of the most interesting told
in Chloride. For eleven years Flyon bas
been a cowpuncher, a rrilroad brakeman
and a prospecter. Two yeirs ago he was
a laborer in the white Hills silver mines,
and last fall when he saw some ore {rom
the Elkbart mine he went out and located
a claim a halt a mile away. He borrowed
850 and set at work to open the ledge and
see how much and what sort of ore h3 bhad.
In six weeks he ran short of money, and
food. He could get no money in Chloride
and, discouraged, he walked to Kingman.
There he offered to sell his claim for $100,
No man would so much as go and look at
the property. A month more of work in
a secton gang on the Sante Fe Raiilroad
and Flyon had saved enough money to re-
sume the opening of the ledge. He work-
a few weeks longer on his property and
got his shaft down 20 feet. Then be be-
gan to crosscut (o get the width of the
vein.

‘] put in a shot of dyn:mite one morn-
ing,’ says he in telling of his mining e€x-
p rience, ‘and ran away to await tte blast.
When [ came ba 'k I saw ruby silver ('he
purest silver ore known) lying a'l about in
great chunks. I was so excited that I
could hardly get down into my mine {0 ex-
amine the exposed vein. But there was
no mistake about it. Tae ruby silver lay
there in a great pocket. I tremtlad with
emotion. When I cime to assay some of
that'ore it ran to $£6 000 a ton. I was
offered $20,000 for the mine three days
later, but [ was not selling any mine of
ruby silver for that sum. A month later,
that was last March, I sold on:-balf the
Mollie Gitson to George Carter of Bautte
City, Mon., for $75,000. We are now

taking out ore that nets us £3 000 a month
but 1n ninety days more we shall nore than
double the qusntity of ore each month ’

Then there is Frank M. Desmond, who
bas been a blscksmith in the little railroad
town of Nredles for ten years, and has
had a grim strugele to keep the wolf away
from his door. Fortune came to him un-
expec'edlv. Hehas an income now of
about £700 a week, and all because he
made a location of his Caliloraia mine in
the p-oper spot. He bad been over at
the White Hills at work on some machin-
¢ry for the mining company there, He
started back acroes the desert to return to
Kingman last Jarsary. At Cciliride be
met an old frien 1, who asked him to share
bis tent and grub for a few daiys. Des-
mond went out see the operations of the
Huallipi Company at the Tennessee mine,
and from what he saw th:re he believed
the same ledge broke not far away and
was renewed sgain further over to the
northwest. It was only a theory ard his
friend laughed at tbe idea There were
no outcroppings of rock to prove it. But
Dcsmond renewed his investigation and
spent a day or two looking over the bleak
hills. He was surer then ever that he was
right and h: located the California mine
and filed his claim. The next day be went
back to work at Need'es.

At home and in his shop he thought
more and more or ths possibi'ity of finding
ore equal to that from the Tenessee and
the Elkhart. A physician in Needles bad
enough confidence in Desmona’s jadgment
to put $3000 in the prowpect and buy a
balf interest. So Desmond went back to
Chloride and began the work of opening
bis prospect. Ttc mine yielded pay ore
from a depth of seven feet below the sur-
face, ard np to date it has made enough
money to pay for a $22 000 stamp mill
that bas been built there, and the vein has
as yet scarcely been scratched. Mr. Des-
mond and his partner bave declined several
cffars of $100,000 in the pist month for
their property.

‘No one can ever tell in i's early days
how big and how rich a mining camp will
become.’ said Henry Blackwell, a western
mining opera‘tor, who has come from Crip-
ple Creek to look over the Chloride camp
and has made two investments there al-
ready. ‘It [ bad had fair faith in the led-
ges unccvered at Cripple Creek in 1801, I
would have owned the £10 000,000

' Independ¢nce mine there, which was cffer-
ed me then for §7 000. Whoever beheved
itwtmy years ago that the carbonates at
Leadville would make that camp the won-
derful mining town it is ? [ do believe,
however, that Chloride is going to be the
best silver and lead camp in the Soutle
weet, and that it will be a town of 5 000
people in less than six months more, It
m y go bigher. | have never been in a
region more strongly mineralized than the
mountains and hills are about this Sacra-
mert) Valley. The veios are unusually
distinct along the hillside, and may be
from tte Elkbart fcr four miles past the
B ‘rry mine, fcr which the owner has now
this day a standing offer of 130,000, All

tion ot hopeful men, who lave left home |

of us miners, who have come down from
th: north to see tlis desert base ore min-
ing proposition at Chloride, wonder how
such #pparent indications of unueually rich
ore, and 0o much of 1t, could hive been
neglected by prospectors for so many
years. It does s3em a shame that while
thousands of tte miners have been risking
lie and enduring hardships in other
diggings, these ledges bave been lying
here amcng these tcorched mountzins only
weiting for some peopls to come along and
claim them. The msttr of water, with
which to operate the crushers and stamps
in the El Doredo, is highly important, 'but
the workings at the Elkhart and the Ten-
nessee show that water can be aeveloped
as tbe mines go down into the earth. I be-
lieve that I am safe in saying that the ore
in the Elkart, ‘Tennessee,, Berry, Merri-
mac avd Diana mines at Chloride averages
47 ounces of smlver, 811 in gold and 22 per
cent of irai to the ton. So far the Merri-
mac is the riches ore producer in the camp.

Itis owned by a Pailadelphbien, who
keeps his mouth shut and will not let an, of
his workmen speak about the property ; but
there is reason to believe that several car-
loads ot ore near the surface of the earth
have recently bad returns from the El Paso
melter of sums ranging from &1,850 to
$2 300.

Had Felt Them.

Visitors to cattle markets and fairs will
be tamiliar with the system invcgue among
bu’chers and farmers to determine the val-

ue of a beast.

Runriog his hand over the animal under
discussion, a good judge will make ¢ pretty
accurate guess as to its weight and quality.

At a certain ca'tle market the other dsy a
well-known Irish dealer accosted the own-
er of a fat bullock.

*O/'ll give ye pire pounde,’ he said, after
critical inspection from a sate distance.

‘Nonsense,’ responded the owner. ‘I
want twelve for him. It isu’c like vou, Mr.
M~——, to be making a blunder like that.
Come and feel his points ’

Instead of accepting the invitation, Mr.
M—— backed a yard or two.

‘Be jabers Oi don’t he remarked. ‘Oi've
had about enough o’ that sys hem. The
lasht toime O: thried it on, the ongrateful
bsste lited me over a ten-foot wall. Oi
only felt the points av the brute for two
seconds, but Oi wos convinced thire wos
moighty little sense in the systhem, an’
O./m not the bhoy to be afthur thrying it on

agin ina bufy.
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