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*@he Tells In aClear and Lucid Manner What

SHE WON THE PRIZE.

THE $25 WILL GO T0A LITTLE P.E.
ISLAND GIRL.

S8he Knows Abut Sosp—How Grandma
Used to Mate Hers Iin the Good Old Days—
Why fhis Maid Likes We¢lcome Soap.

St. Jonn, N. B ,June 12, 1899.

To tuEe | Eviror or ProGress: It
surely will be a matter, of interest to your
readers and we think{you will be glad to
publish as news  matter the 1st. prize
Essay injour recent ( chool cbildren’s com-
petition,;won by a brainy Miss of P. E.
Island, and for which purpose we enclose
you a copy[ofjthe same. The young lady
has causs to}feel particularly gratifisd with
the result, as,there were very many Essays
from numerous clever little people through-
out the Maritime_Provinces, but the Com-
mittee, (the welljknown educators, Miss
H. May,Ward, and Messrs. W. P. Dole
and D. P.[Cbisholm) decided that for orig:-
inality and composition the Essay of Miss
Ruth Warren, Summerside, was the best
of ail. Yours truly,

Ture WeLcoME Soar COMPANY.

I am] more [than pleased to have asa
subject for an essay, so useiul and import-
ant an article as soap.

I am sure anyone could eay something
about soap.

I was always, since I can first remem-
ber, fond of{using it ; end loved to have it
to rub in}warm water and see it making
white toam and bubbles in the basin, and
then the delight of blowing bubbles
through a_clay|pipe,.dipped n the scapy
water, and,watch tbem flying up and soar-
ing like smalljworl(s with so many jretty
colors. I still love the childish pastime
and can now sblow much larger bubbles
than the first I blew, |without using as
much soap.

Besides this, zosp has many attractions
for me,{though perbaps not everyone at
my ¢ge bas seen it in the many ways that
I have.

Before sospsjcame to be so cheap as they
now are, my grandma bad her annual soap
making. Hers wasmanufactured’on a much
smaller ,scalelI’suppose, in a smaller pot
than any soap factory now uses, though it
seemed grand enough to me, when it began
to boil cn the stove, and looked like a
picture of; Vesuviue, in eruption, on a smsll
scale, and just about as terrible to me, for
I was warned;not to come near for tear of
being scalded, for many a dreadful tale is
connected with the old fashioned soap
msk'n 1 ; and | hope that in your “Welcome’
soap factory nojsuch terrors surround it.

Grandma still maintains that her soap
makes the clothesjcleaner than any of the
new soaps. But]one thirg I know, that they
do not make|one’s(eyes rmart even should
a little get injat waehing time, as bers
used to, and [again the sweet perfumes
with which you!scent yours. Grandma nev-
er used them!in ber simple way of making
soap, and said it was only to hide its faults
but I will excuse its faults, for the sake of
its pleasant| fragrance. 1 can bardly tell
which perfume is the most pleasent to me
but I like to sniff the ‘“Welcome’ whatever
m y be its fragrance, everytime I wash
wth it. There is an old saying that
s‘cleanliness isirext/to godliness” and 1
this be true missionaries should take lo's
of soap on their missions to the uncivilized,
and I think the donation of soap in our
mission boxesS should ke as acceptable rs
dollars.

I bave heard of &8 dcg who was fond ot
soap and used fo lick the cskes whenev: r
he could get his tongue on them ; if he ba |
ouly been a boy_or girl and could speak. |
am sure he wculd be called a slick tongu d
orator. A lady [always tested tte qualry
of soap by putting a piece into bciiag
witer, and when the soap was pure, thire
was pure oil floatinglon top, andit any
other matter camejon top, she pronounced
it impure ; but I have not used this test for
“Welcome Soap” until I write my next
essay.

They are many kinds of soaps, from the
(e'icately peatumed soap for the tender
skin of babies, up to the common home-
made soap for the rougker work of scrub-
bing and cleaning the pans and tubs of the
tidy housekeepers.

Soaps are tometimes medicinel, such as
cuticura, carbolic etc. ard the sdaps then
serve two purpose, cf cleansing and bealirg
sores. Soap is compared to a refiners fire,
as a purifier.

At the exhibition held every year the

soap showis,one of tke most attractive in |

the whole exhibition ; the pretty labels, and
many colored varieties give a countless
medley, that catches the eye of everyone.

Soap is alto iertilizing, and when dis-
solved in water, and put upon the plants,
you will see tte leaves freshen and the
bloom ircrease. 1 hope any rcader of this
will try the Soap wash for their plants. It
slio checks the vermin as they cannot
stand the soap. In the clden times, we
tre to'd, they made parties called fulling
parties, when the young folks met together
in the evening, for tte purpose of fulling
the homespun cloth, this we sre told was
the sociable event of the year.

The cloth to be fulled was first soaked
in strong roap and water, and then spread
out on long tabies made of toirds then
tke lads and lassies gathered on each side
of the board, and began the work of fuiling
by rolling and koeading together back and
forward until the cloth was th'ck and
fleecy, tkis was the effect of the soap and
water on the wool of the cloth.

The cheer and jolly sport that entered
into this work with tte somgs and merry
laughter of the young folks is said to far
surpass the plessure ot any social event
of the present day ; but without the soap
it certainly would bave been a dry sffair.

I daressy much could be added to this
essay 01 the uses of soap but I will con-
clude by wishing you the best ot success in
extending throughout our fair Dominion
the aale of un(qualled ““Welcome Soap.”

ONE OLD FASRHION THAT LASTS.

Iiappropriate Stufts which are Etill in
Demand tor Furniture,

‘Wherever I see furniture covered wih
ligbt-colored silk or satin ofiered for sale
in the shops, I wonder how such an an-
achronism should he¢ve survived to this
day. When I see it in establithments that
make & epeciality of cheap prices I am
more than ever astonished at such a failure
to keep up with the adaptation of taste to
our actual 1 ezds that has teen noticed in
every other respect. It alwsys seems to
me that it would be about as appropriate
to offer a man a sedan chiir when he call-
ed for a cab. One is no more suited to
the spirit of the times than the other.’

These were the remarks of a furniture
dealer, whoee business was only to sell his
customers what they wanted, and not to
worry over their taste after he at once dis-
covered it. But this mav’s mind was not to
be prevented from passirg on the faults of
taste they showed.

‘I can imfgine some circumstancee,’ he
continued, ‘under which it might be prop-
er to buy furniture ot this kind. Large
houses with ballrooms eet aside for only
tormal use and to be utzed by persons in
eveniog dress, might not teem so much out
of keeping with tke spirit of these dainty
and elaborate silks. They came into use

when life was very much more formal than®

it is today. Men’'s dress, for instance, has
changed since the time they were expected
to sit on silks and ratins cf light cclor, and
the clothes of women are just as much
changed None of them was to be seen
at that period wearing a tailor-made
gown of dark cloth That was an
sge ot luxury. Persons in those
days who could possess such objects be
longed to the clsss that could sfford to be
always in just the right condition to use
them, They never came in from the rain
to make a call and were never conironted
with tte choice of standing up or certaicly
making a spot on a pink sstin sofa cover.
Every concition in the lives of thoee people
was adapted to their furniture and their
age was very different from ours. It1s a
knowledge of that fact that makes it al-
most impossible for me to sell a woman a
light colored satin chair with gold wood-
work after she yas told me she has only
one sitting room and is going to put the
chair in it. Yet we often have customers
who tell me that their plan ie to have a
pale pink or blue room, and I discovered
atterward that they are to bave no sitting
rocm of any other color. Usually these
p ople [are able to furnish their houses
only occasionally, and I often wonder
what the pink ratin safo must look like
when the husband has come home several
times zitcr & snowstorm or when he has
been caught in a shower. 1'm alraid the
blue rooms snd the pink rooms look rather
cheerless after that.

*The inclination to buy furniture of this
k'nd is almost irresistible, however, with
certain people. It represents to them
elegance and Juxury, the qualities that s
parlor ought to have. The carefully shut
up and secluded American parlor that
used to be the fashion was better adspted

to that ttyle of decoration than the more
generally used livirg room which bas taken
its place today. The advance in taste is
continuous bere in New York on all sides.
Evén the cheapest ariicles bear evidence
of it. Possibly the return to a simpler
and truer ideal that existed mary years
ago will not be accomplished for some time

yet. DBut the taste of thc average man or
woman is better to-day than it was thirty
years sgo. The revolt against the period
ot carved black walnut and the ebony
that suc eeded it, the better designs ot
rugs, wall pwper, china and silver
all show that the public taste s
s under and turned toward the simpler and
netter models. One has only to compare
th> articles offered in the stops twenty
years ago wih those available now to
realize how great the change has be'n.
The chesply carved furniture—although it
cost encugh to buy—in black walnut and
occasionslly in mahogony, the ta:teless
designs of silver with iits meaningless or-
namentation, all marked a period of
drgenerate taste, just as did the big dogs
on the fire rugs and the stile ot the window
bangings. All tbat is improved now.
Ooly the inexpl'cible raste for the light
colored fabrics remained as a souvenir of
fcrmer customs. That does not show that
the improve ment in taste has haulted in this
case. [t proves rather that they sre gener-
elly attractive enough in color and design
to overco ne the better judgment of persons
who ot gbt not to buy them. because they
lare suited to only a few usesin modein
ife.

LIGHT FROM A KITE.

An Flectrical Experiment for Boys Sug-
gested by William A. Eddy.

William A. Eddy, the kite expert, sajs
that any boy who cen fly kites can lighten
up an incandescent lamp with -elect-
ricity collected from the clouds. Mr.
Eddy does it hims:lf in a very simple
way. He imposes only one condition
for the success of the experience. It
thould be tried only when there is
not a cloud in the sky, and it must nec-
essarily take place at night. The air is

full of electricity at all times, but duriog
cloudy weather there 18 apt to_be too much
for satety.

‘The boy should use two kites (Malay or
box) etrung in tandem,” said Mr. Eddy,
‘and be will have to use two cables, one of
cord to hold the kites and one ot wire to
carry the electricity He will hive to have
three Leyden jars, which, by the way, he
can make easily by costing some wide-
mouthed bottles inside and out with tintoil.
This tinfoil should extend to within one
third of the top of each bottle should ex-
t nd a copper wire which should touch the
bottom of the bottie inside. On two of the
bttles this wire should ¢xtend externally
from the cork a couple of inches. On the
third bottle, however, the wire should e>§
tend -out ot the cork quite a distarce ard
bend over the side of the bottle so as near-
ly to touch the external tinfoil.

When you raise the kites tar enough in
the air to get them flying steadily this bot-
tle should be tied to the kite cord by a
a piece of twine. Arcund the outside of the
bottle, near the bottom, the copper wire
cable should betied and twisted about the
kite cord ss the kite is allowed to go up in
the air. When about 500 feet is paid out
connect the end of this wire to one termin-
al of an ircandescent lamp. This lamp
should be an old one in which the filament
is broken. Connect a short piece of wire
to the o'her terminal and tie the other end
of this short piece of wire to the wires ex
tencing out of the two Leyden jars. Tie
still ancther piece of wire around the out-
s de of these jars and connect it with an
iron stake driven into tbe ground. You
will then be ready to light your lamp.

‘The moving ot the kite cable up and
down wil caute the bent wire of the upper

Levden jar to spring egainst the outside
continually. This will discharge the jars
which has become filied with electricity
from the air. The sparks will affect the
jars on the ground and as the incandescent
lamp stands in the road the only way for
the current to travel is across the broken
filament, in attempting to do which it will
flssh out brightly. Oae thing I would ad-
vise is that every boy who attempts the
feat gets his father or an oldcr brother to
help him bold in the kites. Their pulling
power becomes very great when they are a
good distarce up in the air.’

Far too Young.

A few years ago the writer was witnets
of a very amusing scene which took place
in & certain village church. It beirg
christening Sunday, the cl:rgyman stepped
down to christen the children.

While christening one of them, he said
to avery young looking man, ‘You sra
far too y oung to stand as sponsor to this
child ;' whereupon the young man, much
abashed, replied meekly, in & weak voice,
‘Please, sir, I'm his fatber.’

HOW TO MAKE PEARLS.

AN EXPRRIMPENT TH:sT IR TO BE
TRIED ON CERTAIN SHELLS.

Calitfornians Propose FRe ping Advantige
From the Beautitul Hauliotis—Plugs To Be
Inserted In the Shell ia the Hope That
They Will Becoms Gems,

‘If these shells were not so common,’ re-
marked a man wko stood looking admiring-
ly at a pile ot baliotis shells on the beach,
‘they would be worth a tortune. What is
more attractive than the abalone ? Yet they
bring bardly $20 a ton.’

The speaker was right. The shells were
beautiful ; every color of the rainbow gleam-
ed and glistened as the sun struck them,
producing a blez: of color, and when the
back of the shell is polizhed it is even more
beautiful.

‘I am interested in pearls,” continued
the stranger,’ and particularly in an experi-
ment which I understand is to be tried
here; that is, to force certain shells like
the haliotis to meke pearls to order. Ot
course it is a slow process, but then cne
smart man can set a good many shells to
work in & day in a very simple manner.
My informant said his method was to se-
lect a base of wood or metal the exict 2ize
and shape desired, and by boring a hole
through the haliotis insert the pearl-shaped
objzct and plug it so that it will remain in
one position. What would be the result?
Why. the acimal would at once begin to
protect itzelt by covering the intruder with
pearly nacrr which it takes from the shell-
secrctng glancs around its mantle, and
would continue this until the toreign ob-
ject was covered with pearl. It might take
a month, and perbaps four, but there
would be certainly some results. The
natural pearls these shells produce are said
to be valuable, and I don’t'doubt it. A
large biack pear]l was taken from a baliotis
shell, at » hat is known as Catalina Harbor,
on thisisland, years ag>. It was found by
a Portuguese fisherman, who rold it for
$10 to a traveller. The latter, it is said,
got $50 for it in San Francisco, snd {rom
there it went East to a big j:weller, who
paid a very large sum for it.

‘Cal fornia, the lower portion constitut-
ing the peninsula,’ continued the pearl ex-
pert, reating himself comfortably in one of
the boats hauled up on the beach, as if for
along telk, ‘bas provided the world with
some of the finest pearls. Taking in the
islande, there is a coast line of pear! fisher-
ies equal to perheps thirty-five hundred
miles. The original white disccverer was
undo:btedly Cortcz. The patives were
working the fisheries, and he sent some of
the finest pearls to the (Queen of Spain.
Later a rule was established that one-tenth
of the annual find should ge to the King of
Spain. About one hundrcd and fifty years

sgc one Juan Ossio worked the fisherier, |

and tradition says that he obtained 300
pounds of pearls, so many being taken that
they actually beceme a drug and lost their
value. At the present time the work s
carried on with system. The pearl oyster
is found as tar north as the 28:h degree,
those taken in bays where the fresh water
pours in beirg the most favorable locali-
ties. Generally tle season lasts from June
to D:cember, about three hours a day be-
ing given for diving. A good day'’s work
for a man is to ccllect 130 shels, though
some improv: on this. A gsng of 450
men will produce in a reason 2 000 tons of
pearl oysters, there being atoat 7,000
shelis to a ton.

“The most successful divers are those
who use the driviog suit. Each diver has
five belpers, four sttending the pumps,
while the other watches the line. The
diver takes down a basket fastened to a
line and fills it with the shells as fast as he
finds them. The various crews live ona
small vessel, to which they return at night.
The shells of each diver are kept separate
and teken asbore, where they are opened
under careful watch. The shell is opened
by one man, who exsmines it, whiie the
body of the animal is examined by another
both men being closely watched. A pearl
is so small that it 16 a2 easy matter to slip
it away. Somctimes the men fish for days
without finding anything, than a single
shell will repsy & long wait. The catches
of the various are equally elusive. In 1831
I think it was, the coast of Sonora produced
about $40 000 in pearls, though at an earl-
ier period this ssme locality produced $200-
000 worth a year.

‘Toe stories and historics of the pearls
of California would make a volume. The
finest pearl in the Spanish regalis cime
from Loreto, and weighs in the neighbor-

I

hood of 400 grains. One of the Pr:sidents
of Mexico had a famous pearl, and there
are others famous the world over. Some
fine pearls were taken in 1883—one of &
light brown tint that weighed 260 grains
and was worth $8.000. In this vear a
speckled pearl was taken which brought
875 000, while still another was soll for
£5,500. This pearl was brought in by an
Indian who had been diving on his own
account tomewhere, ard he evidently did
not know its value as he sold 1t for £10.
He was found in a saloon where he was
exhibiting it toa crowd, finally parting
with the gem, that weighed thirty.two
carats.’

Are only pure white pearls valuable
asked the interested listener.

‘Oh, no,” was the reply. ‘A black pearl
was (aken from these fisheries in 1851 that
brought in Parie $11,000. In 1889 s:ven
black pearls were exhibited at the World’s
Fair in Paris, which were sold for $22 000.
These came from the Gulf of Calitornia,
near Guaymas. The gulf is noted for its
fancy pearls, that is, the colored, and es-
pecially the black ones. There is a collec-
tion of pearls in this State that shows them
of all colors from pure white to peacock
green, and from perfect spheres to the pear
and other shapes Some remarkable perrles

are owned in Cslifornia, and erpecially in
the City ot Mexico, where many ot the
pearls went sixty years ago. One of the
finest pearl necklaces ever seen was owned
by the Empress Eugenie. It was composed
o! 340 pesrls ot the first water. At that
time it was valued at $150,000. Some
magnifi 'ent peails are to be seen in the
Cluny Museum—twenty two in number.
Philip I[. bad an American pearl which
weighed 250 carats and was valued at $150=
000. In the reign of Charles V. some
beautiful pearla were sent to Spain from
America.

‘Who first manufactured artificial
pearls 7 Why, the Chinese bave been
ramous for many centuries for their pro-
duction. The French are probably the
most expert. Some years ago a Jady ap-
peared 1n publiz in Paris with pearl orna-
ments that created much talk. Experts
estimated that her necklace was worth
$50,000, and a siogle pear]l which she
wore in her bair was priceless. Some
montbs iater it was learncd that the lady
was the daughter cf a very clever manufac-
turer ot pear!s, who for years had made
the gems to order. They were mids of
wax or other material, and covered witha
layer of the glistening matter taken from
the scales ot certain fishes allied to the
herriogs. Pearls made in this way were
often used by the poesessors of pearls
o! undoubted value when they did not
wish to expose themselves to robbery.
Not only white, but pink, green and black
pearls were produced, and the legitimate
irdustry bade fa'r to become demoralizad.
Numbers of men were employed to catch
tha little fisb, others carefully removed
the s:ales and cavght the imitation nacre,
while othess agsin applied it to the shapes
that had been prepared. The Chinese
conceived the trick ot pliciog little statues
of Buddha in living peerl oysters that be-
can e covered with the pearly lustre, which
tbey scld as miraculous objects to the
superstitious. In some Australian fi h:eries
Amgricaus tock advantage of the natives in
a s milar way. They placed small china
doils in pearl oysters, and after they bad
become covered showed them to the
natives, who gave them valuable pearls in
exchange.

‘It would be interesting to know where
all the pearls have goue since tzeir use
first  ezan. Pear! fishing has basen car-
ried on in ths Persian Gulf since the time
of the Macedonians, and in China it was
known 2 200 years before Christ. The
Romars were devotedly fond of pearls.
Pope LLeo X owned a pearl that was val-
ued at $70,000, end Ju'ius Caesar pre-
sented a pesrl to Servillia valued in our
money at $24,000 Oaoe of the most re-
markable pearis was owned by & prince of
Muscat. It was to clesr and transparent
that light could be seen throuzh it. You
see,’ said the pearl historian in conclusion
as he rose from his seat in the boat, ‘I am
interested in pearls, and shall be glad to
learn the results of experiments which may
be made here.’

‘“rhat's the Worrt ol i.)”

The wife of a vicious idler wept bitterly
when her husband wos sent to penal servi-
tude for three years Her grief was ot-
viouely insiccere, for thay had always led
a cat and dog lite, and the man had regu=-
larly eponged upon her, but her sobs were
#0 heartrending that a good lady in the
neighborbood stole timidly in to console

her.

‘Pray do not distrers yourself so,’ said
the lady, pla ing ber delicate fingers in the
great, coarse hands of the wite. ‘Three
years seems a long sentence, but your
husban may not be away the whole period.
Convicts who behave themselves are often
sllowed to come out months before th:ir
time.’

The woman closed her red and swollen
eyes, sighed heavily, and gave ber chair a
[rantic rock.

‘That’s the worst of it," she groaned.
*My busban’ can be a hingel when he

likee !’
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