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Eocouragement, 

Press on, ye ardent souls 

That labor for the right; 

That are the earnest pioneers 

O! freedom and of light ! 

Yours is a noble task, 

And noble your raward, 

To labor ‘or the truth 

Of Bod's eternal word. 

Though some may va'nly seek 

To pass their halcyo? days 

Amidst the devious paths 

Of errors flowery ways; 

Yet soon the rose shall yield 

The piercing of the thorn. 

And from their sins a thousand woes 

For evermore are born, 

Then forward urge your way, 

Ye champions of the right; 

Assured that you shall wear a crown 

Of everlasting light ! 

Jd 

The Stumblingblocks in the Way. 

VE 

One of the great duties “of Christians is 

to help on the lost of comers to Christ. 

Through his prophets the command ]comes 

down to each) one of us—Take up the 

stumblingblock out of the way of my people. 

This is true disciples’ work. This, is that 

to which we are called. Itis not ours to 

build up the highway. Tha new and the 

living way has been opened. The road 

over wtich the ransomed shall pass can 

pever be improved nor mide more perlect 

than itis. But it is ours to remove ob- 

structions from the pilgrims’ path, lest 

they stumble and fall, or be'turned aside 

from the right road to the cross, and on to 

the city of the Great King. 

The scriptures make very plain ths path 

to the cross, and none may err, therein. 

The Holy Ghost is the guide and compan- 

ion of everyone who, with conviction of 

present need, seeks salvation, and angels 

are sent forth, invisible to eyes of flesh, 

yet real to the spirit, that they may min- 

ister to them that shall be heirs of salvation. 

For all this sort of work we [are not held 

responsible. But our mission is co-ordin, 

ate with all these. 

The Courch's responsibity in this matter 

is very great. Six Cities of Rfuge were 

appointed on each side of Jordan to re- 

ceive the involuntary slayer of [ man. 

Their gates were ever open, the; road 

leading to them ever clearly marked. 

Here and there were fingers with the word 

‘Refuge.’ marking by direction the ‘right 

path. Erom thes? cities it was appointed 

that the commission should go out once 

every year to ¢x mine the roads, to re- 

move the trees which might have fallen 

across them, and to take up the stones of 

stumbling by which the one who in haste 

sought protection and shelter might be 

delayed in his flight. - And is not this ours 

to build the city; is it not ours to accom- 

pany the pilgrim in his way. But it [is 

ours to see that the way be made plain, 

and all possible difficulties removed _ there- 

from. Oae every side there are those who 

are asking the way to Zion, with thoir faces 

thitherward. What Christian in his work 

for the Master has been confronted gwith 

the responsibility of directing] anxious 

souls? They are trying to take the first 

steps in the path which leads to life and 

light. Let it be ours to help them out 

to do what we may to make their coming 

more speedy, and their consummation of 

hope more complete. 

“Take up the stumblingblock out of the 

way of my people,’ saith the Lord. And 

how many they are in number ! How many 

mistakes are made by the sinner concern- 

ing the Word of God and the provisions of 

divine grace! Every one who has ever 

tried to teach an inquiring soul, has been 

amazed with the subtleties that Satan sug- 

gests, and tte difficulties that are pro- 

pounded by the soul not yet submissive to 

Christ. It sometimss takes all the wisdom 

of the most trained mind to analyze the 

condition of the sinner in his own present- 

ation of his cise, and to adapt the Word 

ot God to his needs. How many truths of 

the Scripture are inverted ! We do know 

that we shall ever compreheud the philc- 

sophy of faith; but we may all know, for 

God has made it plain his Word—the}A B 

C of the Gospel alphabet—A, ‘All men 

have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God. B, ‘Behold the Lamb of Ged, that 

taketh away the sin of the world.’ C, 

«Come unto me, and I will give you rest.’ 

Until the truth based upon those three 

testimonies of God is apprebended, a man 

bas no business with the problims of 

eternity. 
Then, too, in tha list of stumblingblocks 

is a false interpre'ation of the Gospel it- 

self. How often are we told that ‘if we 

believe, we shall be saved.’ That is not 

the Gospel. ‘That he who repents shall 

be saved.’ Tnat 1s not the Gospel. How 

readest thou ? ‘There is no condemnation 

to them that ara in Christ Jesus. Mark ! 

it is in the present tense—always the pre- 

sent tense in reference to the believer, 

naver ia the future. Nothing is promisad 

a1 of the future ; it is a present salvation to 

him that believeth. 

So, also, even in the Churzh, how many
 

s ‘umblingblocks thera are to be taken out 

of the way ; how much of denominational 

jealousy and prejudice; how much dead- 

ness of heart ; how much prejudice and op-
 

position against methods of work for Christ 

that is diffarent from our own. 

Bat after all, the sinner's chisf obstacle 

is in their own harts and lives. All 

things are ready; the highway is ready; 

the end is ready ; the Holy Spirit of God 

is ready. But the sioner is not ready. 

Oae great stumblingblock in the way of 

some is their exsp>cted feeling in the mt- 

ter. They cannot realiz: themselves as 

lost sinners; they have no feeling of de- 

spair ; no great mountain of despondency 

and guilt pressing down upon them. 

Rather should they bless the God of grace 

that they have not. If the, have been at- 

tracted by the manliness of Jesus Christ t
o 

give him their faith; their souls have been 

satisfiiod by the offers of Christ; it his pre- 

cepts have conrad , ntd theytnsehaiem 

have submitted to his authority, they must 

indeed bless God that they hava not known 

those struggles throngh which many souls 

are passing, and from which they would 

gladly be freed. May God give all such 

strength to cast this stumblingblock out of 

their way, that they may come nto the 

possestion of the comfort and joy of all 

those who have fled to Christ for reluge. 

ABOUT RECREATION. 

Some Old Ideas Regarding it—it is very 

Necessary. 

“To follow foolish precedents and wink. 

With both orr eyes, is easier tha to think.’ 

Very good people onze thought it was 

wrong to do anything pleasurable. Thay 

were living according to the light they had 

and they must be judged accordingly. 

A minister was ounce charged with 

brushing bis hair back, with wearing 

ring, and with ¢‘walking as though he 

owned tae world.” This was not so very 

long ago. It was then the style for min- 

isters to brush their hair forward to wear 

po jawelry, and presumably, to walk as 

they didn't own ‘‘the earth’ or much of 

anything else. When brought up in meet- 

ing for trial, the good brother replied to 

the accusation in this fashion: in answer 

to the second, it is quite true that I once 

wore a ring —that was when I went to buy 

a ring for my intended and ficst 

tried it on my own finger! In answer 

to the third, I cannot t2ll how [ walk, but 

I will give you a specimen of my walking, 

and the meeting may judge for itself.’ 

Thereupon be straightened himseif up and 

marched across the floor. Itis a pleasure 

to be able to record that his def:nse was 

accepted and his accuser ‘covered with con-
 

fusion.’ Mankind is growing less stupid. 

Now and then one finds a person who not 

only sees, but observes snd reflects; they 

used to be very few. It is curious to know, 

as an evidence of the backward condition 

of some minds eaen within the)corfiaes of 

civilization, that within the limits of the 

United gtates there is to-day a people who 

are sua-worshipers, this being the religion 

of the New Mexican Zamnix. Mz:n, used to 

think the earth was flat, and that if you 

went tar enough in any direction you were 

sure to fall over the edge, when, of cours
e, 

something dreadful would happenito you. 

But the demonstration of toe earth’s 

sphericity and the discovery of the law 

of gravitation,] added to the fact that 

men began to circumnavigate the globe, 

made it very clear that the most impos- 

sible of all things is for any of us tojget 

away from dear old Mother Esth. We 

simply can’t fall off, so we've stopped 

worrying on that score. Then there was 

the dragonmyth ; that once caused a deal 

CAMPERS 
Should take with them a supply 

of Dr. Fowler's Ext. of 
wild Strawberry. 

d Those who intend 
d going camping this 
§ summer should take 
with them Dr. Fowler's 

H Extract of Wild Straw- 
berry. 
Getting wet, catch- 

ing cold, drinking wa- 
ter that is not always 

fl pure,oreating food that 
(K&] disagrees, may bring 

on an attack of Colic, 
Cramps and Diarrhcea. 
Prompt treatment 
with Dr. Fowler's 

dStrawberry in such 
cases relieves the pain, 
checks the diarrhcea 
and prevents serious 
consequences. Don’t 
take chances of spoil- 

- ing a whole summer's 
outing through neglect of putting a bottle 
of this great diarrhcea doctor in with your 
supplies. But see that it's the geruine 
Dr. Fowler's Extract of Wild Strawberry, 
as most of the imitations are highly dan- 
gerous, 

of anxiety, and it has furnished material 

for countiews stories of heroic deeds of 

god and heroes who fought and vanquish- 

ed the devouring monster. Every nition 

was once provided with one of these hob- 

goblins. It was supposed to be a large 

winged lizard or serpent,’which at som? 

period appeared within the boundaries of 

the nation, poisoned the atmosphere with 

its noisome, fiery breath, ravaged and de- 

voured on every side, and} demanded daily 

off srings ot chiliren, youth and maidens, 

of high and low, rich and poor. In Spen- 

ser’s “Faery Queene” there is a most inter- 

esting tale which informs us how a ‘huge 

great dragon, horrible in sight, bred in 

the loathly lakes of Tartary with murderous 

ravine and devouring might a kingdom 

spoiledjand country wasted quight’ King, 

Qaeen and nobles, ‘for f2ar into] his jaws 

to fall, he forced to castle strong to take 

their flight ; where, fast embarrid in mighty 

brazan wall,’ he kapt them for four years 

‘besieged to make them thrall.’ Mean- 

while the hapless common people were 

left to become the dragon’s daily prey 

Finally the Princess Uca, taking her life in 

her hands, escaped from the country um- 

observed, and went in search of a knight, 

noble and valorous, to slay the dragon. 

The Princess fiincs a bero in the person of 

the R:d Cross Knight, and they 

set forth on the return journey, 

but ‘the guileful great enchanter’ pirts the 

Knight trom Truth, ‘into whose stead faire 

Falshood steps and works h'm woefull 

ruth.” In consequence of which he is seiz- 

ed by the Git O:goglio and turned from 

his high endeavour, leaving the luck'ess 

inhabitants to the tender mercies of the 

dragon. Ot course the progress of civili- 

zation and discoveoy has proved the myth- 

cal character os these nondescript creatures 

if the belief in them was not due to lingar- 

ing legends of long extinct forms ot ani- 

mal life, 2nd none ot us, who are civiliz:d, 

any longer believe in them. 

So, too, our views as to many other 

things have changed, generally for the bet- 

ter, and we have come to look upon ration- 

al, innocent pleasure as not at all sinful. 

It is true that there still exist within the 

bounds of civilized society a few cive- 

dwellers, who, having inherited many of 

the prejudices of their ancestors, decry the 

bicycle as an instrumentality of the evil 

one, and entertain doubts about the moral: 

ity of a participation in sports ani games 

in general ; but th:se troglodytes are be- 

coming fewer each year, and dobtiess the 

early morning of the twentieth century will 

witness the departure of the last one of 

them, Requiescat in pace! 

There seems to be no good reaton why 

we should not ‘make the most of lite,” and 

in order to do that we must have sound 

bodies ; and surely nothing so greatly pro- 

motes mental ani physical soundness as 

temperate exercise out in the woods and 

fi-lds, and slong the rustic highways. Na- 

ture is lavish of sunlight, sweet odors,” 

balmy air, inspiriog and restful views—the 

best of medicines for tired minds and bod- 

jes. Even in winter time she sends many 

bright days when there is physical and mea- 

tal inspiration in every breath of air. Skat- 

ing, golf, boating, bicycling, cross-country 

running and numerous other open air sports 

are promotive of light-heartedness, health 

and happiness, sound sleep, and z2st for 

work and study, and he or she who misses 

this sort of recreation neglects a splendid 

inheritance which is to be had for the tak- 

ing. 

The Greeks played football, and so did 

the Romans; and golf and tennis have been 

pupular games for centuries. In the tombs 

of Egypt dating back three thousand years 

before the coming of our Saviour are to be 

found pictures of boats, oars and steering 

apparatus so far perfected as to furnish 

proof that they must have existed in some 

form many years before that ime. All of 

which goes to show that out of door exer- 

cise and a wise observance of the Days we 

C:lebrate hive not failed to receive the 

Sanction of Time. So we may not wisely 

w.thhold our apprevil. 

In Bondage To Sin, 

«Whosoever committeth sin. In this sol- 

emn declaration Jesus utterly ignores all 

political questions. He had not at all in 

view their political, but their spiritual con- 

dition. He spoke of a more degrading 

bondage and a higher freedom than they 

imagined. He who makes choice of sin, 

who preters the way of wickedness before 

t:e way of holiness, who makes a covensnt 

with sin and walks after the flash, he is the 

servant of sin. He cannot dismiss sin at 

bis pleasure, as he fiads to his cost when 

Le attempts it. Custom grows into iron 

babit, snd the chains of his bondage con- 

tinually tighten. It was this truth of Christ 

regarding sin and the way out of it, which 

sifted men. Those who eagerly welcomed 

salvation from sin because they knew that 

bondage to sin was the worst of bondages, 

accepted Christ's word, and continued in it, 

and so became his disciples. Those who 

rejected him were prompted to do so by 

their indifference to the Kingdom of God 

as exhibited in the person ot Christ. He 

wis not their ideal. And he wis not their 

ideal because however much they boasted. 

of being God's people, God was not their 

ideal. ‘It God were your Father, ye 

would love me, for I proceeded forth and 

came from God.’ Jesus is conscious of 

adequately representing God, 30 that to be 

repelled by him is to be repelled by God. 

It is real'y God in him that they dislike. 

This is not only his owa judgment of the 

matter; it is not a mere fancy of his own 

that he truly represents the Father, for 

‘neither came I of myself, but he sent me.’ 

He was sent into the world because he 

could represent the Father. The rejec- 

tion of Jesus by the Jews was therefore 

due to their moral condition. And so 

with many sinners to day who are so com- 

pletely under the influence and power of 

sin that they are unable to appreciate 

emancipation from it. 

The Fullness of Truth, 

It is those who are unconscious of the 

bondage of sin who reject Christ. One of 

the ssyings wi'h which he sited bis pro- 

foundly attached followers Irom the maes 

is this: ‘If ye continua in my word, then 

are ye my discipl:s indeed, and ye shall 

make you free.’ Ths word of which Jesus 

speaks is his whole revelation, all he 

taught by word and action, by his own 

habitual conduct and by his miracles. 

'Cnis it is which gives knowladge of the 

truth. That is to say, all the truth which 

men require for living they hive in Christ. 

All knowledge of duty, and all that know- 

ledge of our spiritual relations, out of 

which we can draw perennial motive 2nd 

unfailirg hope, we have in him. The 

truth which especially ewncipates from 

sin and gives us our place as children in 

God's house, is the truth revealed in 

Christ's Sonship, the truth that God, in 

love and forgiveness, claims us as his 

children. In its owo measure every truth 

we learn gives us a sense of liberty. 

The truth emancipates from superstition, 

from all that cramps and hampers mental 

movement and mental growth; but the 

treedom here in view 1s freedom from sin, 

and toe truth which brings that freedom is 

the t,uth about God eur Fath:r, and Jesus 

Christ whom be has sent. 

Deliverance From Sin, 

Christ associates liter'y always with 

the truth, which he is himself. It is the 

truth that is to mske free. Paul, too, 

speaks of liberty always in this positive 

and highest sense, liberty in Christ, liberty 

from the bondage of sin and error. Man 

is truly free, and free only, wen he moves 

in harmony with the mind and will of God. 

He is free from the slavery ot sin, free 

from the curse of the law and the forebod- 

ings of conscience, free from cares, per- 

plexities and anxieties. He has freedom 

of Christian action; and this freedom 

grows more aid mors perfect in the 

Christian life. It was a saying of the 

Jewish rabbis, ‘Thou wilt fiad no ireeman 

but him who is occupiad in learning of the 

law.’ In Christ we have freedom from the 

law. The Dacalogue, with its repeated 

“Thou shalt not,” was a chain that bound 

man. In Christ we are not under this law, 

but under grac3. Of his fulness have all 

we received, and grace for grace, for the 

law was given by Moses, but grace and 

truth cams by Jesus Christ. When Jesus 

emancipated us be put his laws in our 

hearts and wrote them in our minds, and 

made an everlasting covenant with us. 

The Freedom ef Sonsbhip. 

The Jews boasted that they were of Ab- 

raham’s seed, and were never in bondage 

to any man. But, politically, the seed of 

Abraham had been in bondage to Egypt, 

Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. They 

did not consider their then relations to the 
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Roman E vpire as slavery, because though 

under the dominion of Rome as a depend- 

ent State, yet they enjoyed individual free. 

dom. Then, too, spiritually they had been 
in bondege to idolatries in past times, were 
now to the rabbis, who were liter.lists in 
interpretation, and without spirituality or 

sympathy. Their claim had no more truth 
in it than the claim of price generally. The 

liberty of which the Jews boasted was an 

imaginary liberty. But the liberty which 

Christ gives is a certain thing. It is a 
reality, and produces real effzcts. 

A Sure Reward When 

Paine’s Gelery Com- 
pound is Used. 

The Only Medicine That is 

Able to Call a Halt to All 

Wasting and Dan. 

gerous Diseases, 

If mck people—yourg and old—acted 
with greater promptness and decision, 
suffering, agony and misery would be vast- 
ly reduced 
To delay the work of regulating and 

bracing the nerves and purityiog the blood 
is a serious mistake. 
When the blood is sluggish, impure and 

poisoned, when the nervous system ig un- 
balanced, when digestion is deranged, and 
the appet t+ poor and variable, be assured 
your condition is crivical and calls for :n- 
stant attention before’ the hot summer 
weather bringing many added dangers. 

At this time the use of Paine's Celery 
Compound will do a marvelous work for 
every ruodown, sick and diseased man 
and woman. Its life-giving work first 
commences with the blood, which is made 
clean and pure; thn the nerves are quick- 
ly set in order, digestive vigor is fully re- 
stored, the appetite fs made natural, sleep 
is refreshing, and the despondent heart is 
made light and joyous. 

It is well to bear in mind that Paine’s 
Celery Compound owes its origin to the 
most distinguished physi ian that this North 
American continent ever produced, and bis 
great and worthy prescription is publicly 
indorsed by our best m2dical exper:s. 

It all disheartened sufferers will start 
promptly with Paine's Celery Compound 
they will be astonished and delighted with 
the speed with which this wonderful rem- 
edy is able to call a halt to wasting and 
dangerous diseates. It is now making tens 
of thousands well and strong tor the hot 
ard eickly summer weather. 

OntyiThree, 

Bridget is an excellent cook; but like 

most women of her profession, she is opin- 

ionated, and insists upon making all her 
dishes strictly according to her own recipe. 
Her mistress gives her very full swing, 

not only as t) ccoking, but as to the pur 

chase of supplies. 
The other day her mistross said to her— 

‘Bridget the coffee you are giving us is 

very good. What kind is it ¥’ 
‘IV's po koind at all, mum,’ said Bridget 

‘it's a mix‘er.’ 
‘How do you mix it? 
‘I make it one-qusrtar Mochs, and one- 

quarter Java, and one quarter Mysore.’ 
‘But that’s only thies-quarters. What 

do you do for the otber qzarter? 
‘I put in no other quarter at all, mum,’ 

explained Bridgef. *Ihat's where so many 
shpiles the coffee, mum—by putting in & 
foorth quarter.’ 

Safeguards the Stock, 

Do we keep a shary eye on the girls to 

see that they do not eat the stock?’ repeate 

ed a foreman in a sweets factory, when the 
question was put to him. ‘Oh, dear, no. 

We only keep watch to see that none of 
our stuff is taken home. 
‘When a gril first comes here she nearly 

always makes the best of her opportunity 
and has a lozenger, a drop, or a jujube in 
ber mouth all day long. For a day or two 
she will consume, perhaps fourpennyworth 
or sweetsstuff. Then she gets tired of it, 
and perbaps never touches a bit. Not 
nfravuently the eating of to much sugaryi 
s uff causes loss ot appetite and Sey 
ur pleasent feeling. Ttisis most effective 
in regarding our property. 

‘Toe same thing holds good in the jam 
factory. Hands just taken on not freqent- 
ly make themselves ill by secretly over 
induiging in ripe fruit. But ina very 
short space of time they have enough, and 
only now and again help themselves to a 
st: awberry or a raspberry.’ 

Giviog bim a Chance. 

Couatry Editor: ‘You have done me 

many favors, Mr. Richmann, and I shall 

certainly be glad to assist that young man 

by giving bim work on my paper, as you 
desire. But as you admit he has no literary 

talent would it not be better to start him 

in some other business ?’ 
Mr. Richmann (a rural philanthropist) 

‘Well, you eee, it's this way. I gotinterast- 
ed in the Joune feltow while visitin' at the 
gnol, an’ felt I'd like to help him to start 
tresh an’ earn an honest livin'.’ 

Country Editor: ‘Of course.’ 
‘Mr. Richmann: ‘Yes. Give every man 

» chance, I say. Well, I feel purty sure 
this young feller is a nat’ral born thief, an’ 
I thought I'd better start bim where there 
wouldn't be anything !o steal.’ 


