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TRA oman A TESTIS AE TE TL 
SOTERA WERE A 

A LIFE OF HARDSHIP, 
HOW THE NEWFOUNDLAND FI§SH- 

ERMENLIE. 

The Uncertaia Calling of Those who get 

Thelr Living From the Sea— Wrecks From 

the Viewpoint of the Thrijty Native— What 

Their Diet Consists of. 

The life of the average Newloundland 

fisherman is not more toilsome, perhaps, 

than that of the other laboring millions of 

the world, bnt it is certainly more uncer- 

tain and perilous. His life bas been de- 

scribed as four montbs’ hard work and 

eight months’ play. This, I think, is an 

exaggeration of the playtime, and if we 

say that half the year he is fishing and the 

other half taking a ‘spell,’ as he calls it, 

we shall be nearer the mark. 

During the seacon the industrious coast 

fisherman is afloat in his boat almost be- 

fore it is daylight, and sails or rows, ac- 

cording as the wind is, to his fishing 

ground. Unless the cod are uncommonly 

plentitul, the shore sees him no more uutil 

nightfall. On his small craft he possesses 

the means of making a fire, and there be 

cooks himself one of the fish he has caught 

brews a cup of tea, and eats his doughboy. 

His consumption of tea is enormous, and 

that, with the leaden qualities of the dough 

boy, which is nothing but a round lump 

of cooked dough no doubt tends to pro- 

duce the dyspepsia which is to common 

among the population. Even during the 

season there are a great many days when 

the gales prevent him from going to sea. 

It is fortunate if theee are fair days, for 

then he can busy bimselt helping the 

women to ‘make’ the fish. If wet, how- 

ever, there is nothing usually to be done 

but sit around in ignoble inaction. 

His fare is of the simplest kind. I have 

more than once seen the preparation of the 

evening meal of a man who had been away 

since dawn, and who might be expected to 

have a rare appetite against his return, 

The good wife halt filled a small pan with 

flour, among whieh she poured sufficient 

molasses to knead it into a dough. After 

rolling this into two cakes she placed one 

on a plate and strewed a little of the pre- 

serves of the wild raspberry on it. The 

other ‘‘bannock” was placed on top, and. 

after a judicious firing in the oven, bebold 

. pie. And, oh, such a pie! Guiltless of 

yeast or rising of any sort, it was truly un’ 

leavened bread. 1 bad the opportunity of 

indulging in this satisfiying fare subse- 

quently, and my respect for the Newfound- 

land man rose asl considered how many 

generations he bas endured this and yet 

refrained from homicide. This, however, 

was but a confection—the solid food con- 

sisted of a generous share of turnips and 

potatoes mashed up together. Pots and 

pots of tea, sweetened with molasses and 

milkless, and bread without butter, com- 

pleted the repast. It cannot be said that 

the Newtoundland fisher man keeps him 

self poor with riotous living. 

When he is in a situation to earn wages 

and board himself, his expenditures on 

housekeeping are of the most parsimonious 

discription. On Belle Island the wage is 

10 cents an hour, and as in the long sum- 

mer days the hours are many, the earnings 

of the men are considered handsome. 

Their familiesare not on the is'and, and 

the work men erect little hovels in the 

neighboring woods where as many of them 

sleep as can be[packed under its roof. The 

great concern is to tend as much money 

back to the! good wife and little ones as 

possible,;so that there{may be a full larder 

or what they consider a full larder, all win- 

ter whenjthe, work closes down. For this 

purpose these [poor fellows live on about 

$4 a month. Indeed $4 is considered the 

maximum.g There is no%aker on the island 

and they have, accordingly, to enlist the 

services, of jthe resident fisher women to 

bakejbread for them, the charge for this 

servicelbeing 10 [cents a stone. Oa week 

days nolflesh; passes the lips of the great 

majorityfof them, but on Sunday it is usual 

to have a;feast—namely, pork and cabbage 

This is)considered a banquet that even an 

Americanimillionaire might think himself 

lucky in sharing. 

Fishing is notoriously an uncertain call- 

ing. The motions of fish are past all under 

standing. One season they will visit every 

part ofjthesefshoresjand those of Labrador 

in their countless shoals. The next season 

certain [bays or even a whole shore will 

almost be] deserted. The herring are 

especiallyjfickle and there are places that 

were once good herring grounds that bave 

scarcely {seen a herring for many years. 

All sorts [of theories are advanced to 

accountjfor' this, some of them ridiculous 

enough. Butjthe fact remaine, and when 

the fish fail tojturn up in numbers at the 

accustomed | place, destitution follows. 

From a very early period the government 

has granted relief in such cases. 1t is far 

easier to start doling out public funds than 

to stop, and it bas now become a regular 

affair. The effect of such doles may resd- 

ily be imagined. The baser look for them, 
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How +77" breaks up 

COLDS 
How ? 

It is interesting to know just how *77” 

cures a Cold by restoring [the checked cir- 

culation (known by a sudden chill), the 

first sign of taking Cold ; starts the blood 

coursing through the veins and so ‘‘breaks 

up” the Cold. 
Remember that Colds include LaGrippe, 

Influenza, Catarrh, Coughs, Sore Throat, 

Diptheria, Bronchitis and Pneumonia. 
A handy bottle of “77” carried in the 

pocket for immedtate use prevents, ‘‘breaks 

up” and cures every kind of a Cold. 

Manual of all Di‘eases sent free. 

For sale by all druggists, or sent on receipt of 
rice, 26c. and $1.00. Humphrey's Homeopathic 
edicine Co., Cor. Willian & John Sts, N.Y 

and the higher minded soon accept the 

philosophy that they have as much right to 

get a share as anyone else. 
Another phase of Newfoundland life that 

should not be dismissed without a refer 

ence is in respect to the wrecks which the 

boisterous seas cast upon the sho.e. New- 

foundland fishermen as a body have un- 

doubtedly been slandered in regard to this 

matter in the past. They used to be re- 

presented, especially in American sensa- 

tional papers, as a parcef ot ghouls, light- 

ing false fires on the rocks, luring vessels 

to their doom. I need not go so far as to 

say that such crime was unknown. As 

there are train wreckers in other land s, it 

may be thers are equally abandoned 

wretches in this, capable of leading a 

vessel to destruction. But the point is 

that no positive proof of such practices has 

been furnished. It is easy for a captain 

to excuse his own faulty seamanship by 

stories about misleading lights. Itis a 

fact nevertheless, that when vessels have 

gone ashore they have been unmercifully 

looted. Indeed so common was this crime 

that European maritime countries brought 

the matter under the attention of the Im- 

perial Government some years ago. The 

authorities of Newfoundland put forth 

strenuous efforts to put the practice down. 

Judge Prowse, a man of great resourses, 

immense energy, knowledge of character 

and skill in detecting crime, was commis- 

sioned to invoke the rigors of the law for 

the repression of the offence. He went 

vigorously to work, and by stern measures 

made it at least very unsafe to indulge in 

wrecking. The prevalence of the custom 
was undoubtedly checked, and the matter 

set in its true light as a serious breach of 
the laws. 
Sime extraordinary stories are told with 

regard to it. Itis related, for example, 

that in the division of the spoil in one in- 
stance two men claimed a piano. Neither 

would abandon his right, and it was finally 

resolved to saw the instrument in two, one 

man keeping the treble and the other the 

bass. As all the pianos of which I have 

any know!edge have a backbone of metal, 

Iam inclirel to doubt this picturesque 
yarn. Judge Prowse, however, is my 
authority for the statement that the fisher- 
man formerly regarded the vessels thrown 

on his beach as legitimate sources ot emol- 
ument. Every marriage in one settlement 
a few winters ago was celebrated in cham- 
pagne, that being part of the cargo of an 
embayed steamer. One old lady, who was 
a witness in a case before the Judge, said, 
whimperingly, that she did not know what 
the derelict vessel meant by coming up on 
the rocks ‘to tempt the poor men.” An- 
other notorious wrecker seriously remark- 
ed when a steame- came ashore with notb- 
ing on her but ballast, that it was a cruel 
stroke of Providence to follow up a bad 
fishing season with a Norwegian tramp 
loaded with stone. 

Literature and Farming. 

Farming was the first employment on 

this globe, and it is still the basis of all 
other occupations. This is a truth some- 

times forgotten by people who think they 
have risen in the world since their grand- 
fathers raised corn or potatoes. 

In a remote little Southern settlement a 

‘literary’ was held not long ago as a sort of 
mental stimulus to the community. The 

meeting had scarcely been called to order 

when old Silas Whittaker obtained the 

floor, and forthwith began a homely disser- 

tation on ‘fodder-pulling and cotton pick- 
ing, which bade fair to last well into the 

next hour. The schoolma’am, who had a 
word or two to say herself about Longfel. 
low and the American poets grew restive. 

At length she rose to a point of order. 
‘I'd like it explained,’ said she, ‘what 

corn raising and fodder-pulling have to do 
with a literary meeting.’ 

‘Wal,’ said Silas, ‘it’s got jest this ter do 
with it: Ef it warn’t fer corn 'n’ cotton 'n’ 
bacon ’n’ greens, there wouldn’t be a hiter- 
ary man in the hull country, blame if there 
would. 

Bead Lightoing. 

During a thunder-storm at Ithaca, N. Y. 

last summer a writer for The Companion 

was surprised to observe several times in 

succession, a short luminous streak which 

appesred at a particular point in the clouds 

and remained visible about two seconds at 

a time. It was probably an example of 

the rare phenomenon called bead-lightning, 

described by Prof. Elihu Thomson at the 

Lots of Practice. 
It takes practise and lots of it to make a ready and reliable clerk or 
bookkeeper, and that is where the supreme merit of our actual busi- 
ness department comes in. We give our students constant drill in 
doing just the thing they will have to do when they take office posi- 
tions. If you propose to enter upon a business career that is the 
kind of training you want, and our school is the place to get it. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 

Currie Business University, 
117 Princess St., 

Box 50. Telephone 991. 

- St, John, N, B. 
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holesale and Retail. 

elox Papers and Xmas Novelties. 
DOMINION PHOTO MATERIALS CO'Y, 

(ameras md 
Photographic 
SUPPLIES. 
Agents for Poco Cameras. 

Ask your dealer for the GREAT GATE of 

BOBITY 
FUN FOR ALL AGES. Sold at $1 00 and $1.50, 

The Gi. A. Holland & Son Co., Manufacturers, Montreal, Canada. 

recent meeting of the American Associa- 
tion. When seen to advantage it re- 
sembles a string of luminous beads hung 
in a cloud, ‘the beads being somewhat 
elliptical and the ends of their axes in the 
line of their discharge being colored red 
and purple respectively.” As seen at Itha- 
ca the line was viewed nearly end on, and 
there was only a suggestion of color 
visible. 

Shopping for a Railroad. 

Nowadays women are making new car- 

eers for themselves along a hundred diff er- 

ent lines, but not many are likely to follow 

in the steps of Mrs. Reeds, of Chicago. 
She began business as a professional shop- 
per for persons living where shopping 

facilities are meagre, but she has enlarged 

the scope of her operation to an extra- 
ordinary extent. 

Now, according to Leslie's Weekly, she 
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buys everythings, from gingham aprons 

to locomotives. In fact, locomotives and 

all other railroad equipments have become 
her specialty. She has recently been ap- 

pointed purchasing agent of the new 
Pacific & Northern Idaho Railroad and 
has already purchased many tons of rail- 
way machinery, steel rails and other rail- 
road SERA. 
She has not yet relinquished ber general 

shopping business, but says it is easier to 
buy a locomotive than a new spring bon- 
net. She is the only woman on record 
who goes ‘shopping, in steel works and 
machine shops, but she is very fond of the 
work, and has proved that it can be done 
with eminent success by a woman. 

Yellow will dye a splendid red. Try it 
with Magneti: Dyes—costs 10 cents a 
package and gives fine results. 

Teacher—Now, Patsy, would it be 

proper to say, ‘You can’t learn me noth- 

ing ¥’ 
Yes'm. 

Teacher— Why ? 

Petsy—'Cause you can’t, 

‘He is a man of wonderful decision ’ 

‘Indeed ?’ 

‘Yes He refereed a prize fight the 

other evening, and the fellow who was 
beaten didn’t claim that he was robbed.” 

Don’t Cough 
the house awake,——a dose 
or two of 

Dr. Harvey's Southern 

RED PINE 
25¢. 
A BOTTLE. will check it. 

Tae Harvey MepicINE Co., Mfrs, 

FOR 
ARTISTS. 

WINDSOR & NEWTON'S 

OIL COLORS. 

WATER COLORS, 

CANVAS, 

etc, etc, etc. 

Manufacturing Artists, Colormen to Her Majesty 
the Queen and Royal Family. 

FOR SALE AT ALL ART STORES. 

A. RAMSAY & SON, = MONTREAL. 
Wholesale Agents for Canada. 

PRESERVE m=” 
YOUR TEETH 

aud teach the children to do so by using 

CALVERT’S 

CARBOLIC TOOTH POWDER 
6d., ;18..1s-6d.”and 1b 68. Tins, or 

CARBOLIC TOOTH PASTE 

They Sac Largest sale syn Dentifrices. 
Avoid imitations, which are numerous 
and unreliable, 

F. C. CALVERT & CO., Manchester 
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