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NEGRO SUPERSTITIONS.

EVIL SPIRITS, CHARMF, DREEANS
BIRDSOF ILL OMEN.

Thre Rabbit’s Foota Wiie Man's Charm-
Cross Eyes R ther in Favor—Meaning of
Dre ms—itiras Thet are Feartd, Bated or
Destroyed—satan’s Wicged Friends,

The superstitions of the negroes of the
rorth Louisiana and Arkansas bottoms are
divisible into four clatses: superstitions
about human beings, who possers super-
natural powers, supersti'ions about evil
spirite, superstitious about dreams and
superstitious about birds. Ol superstitions
about human beings the most notail: is
the beliet in the voodoo, wkich is a charm
cast upon & person or animal, and the voo-
doo doctor, who is the person able to cast
the charm. Some voodoo charms are cast
by incantations, some by the evil eye,some
by merely wihing barm to the object ic-
tended to be it jured. It is noteworthy that
no voodoo, or voodco doctor, is credited
with power to do good. The working ot
tae charm is always inimical. The voodoo
man can do hsrm to an enemy, but no ben-
cfit to bis employer save esuch indirect
benefit as may accrue from the (nimy's
hurt In #ll the wide range of negro super
etitution there is nothirg which will be
productive of beneficent results, save only
8 tew love cherms and dreams which tell
tbe dreamer bow he may find money.
Otherwise itis gloomy and burtiul. The
favorite voodoo charm, which is ecld by
sged witches at prices renging from 50
cents to €5 accorling to the weslth of the
purchasez, is comgosed of a red flinnel
bag, some two inches long and an inch
wide, which is sewed tightly all around
after baving been filled with fish bones,
scrapings from the nails of a dead person,
a dead baby’s bair and one or two waluc-
lees dried herbs. This is worn around the
neck by a strirg end is soppoted te con-
fer upon the wearer power to harm some
one with a tbough as wcll as protection
from spiritse. Contrary to accepted beliet,
the i.ouisiana negro has no faith in the ef

ficacy ot a rabbit’s foot, nor, so far asis 1 and m-ans wherein and

ascertainable, has apny other
negro.
superstiticn. All the ute a negro has for a
rabbit is to catch it, in & graveyard or out
of it, ard eat it fried in flour batter with
kot corn pone on the side.

Many evil spirits come to trouble the
darky. Borne on the wirds of the night,
they are seen fiickering in the black
shadows of the trees in the moonlight, they
turn up leering, mockirg, drowned taces
from the ecdies end whirls of the great
rivers they abide about lonely plantaticn
cemeteries and lurk in the dee¢pe ot woods
to massive and thick that smong them is
twilight all cf the dasy. The negrois an
imaginative creature. In slave times the
only leisure which he bad tor visiting came
after sunzet. He made long, secret
jourreys fram plentation to pleptation,
with his Leart in bis mouth frcm dread of
epocks and the patrol, end it is eary to see
whcsce most ¢f Lis fencies ere deriv d.
It 18 not eary, however, to trace the uni
versal telief that a bite from a *blue gum
nigger’ is death. Occasionally an African
of pure blcod bas gums of a pale blaish
cast. As, like other negroes, he is grin-
ning almost constan’ly, his gums are
literally dirpleyed sud they are not pretty.
Porsitly 2 long time ago a blue-gummed
pegro bit ecmebody in a fight end bis cp
ponent died. Anybow, belief in tve
fatality of the bluc-gummed bite ¢x‘erat
from the coast of Tixas tothe Kastirn
Sbere ef Msryland, and there is little hk« li-
bood that it will ever die cut. Indeed, cne
of these rare negroes is uncanr y enouvgh in
appearance to jangle a C.ucasian's ncrves
out of tune. The black man bas bad a hard
time of it in Africa for some thousavds of
years and not any to easy a time since com
ing to this ccurtry. Handicapped by lack
ot education and posscesing an unsurpassed
capacity to ‘see things’it is not to te
wondered at that bis superstitions are many
acd that neaily ell of them bave & gloomy
cast. One of the few exceptions to this
general rule is to be found in the sffection,
aimost reverence, wi h which a strabismic
person is regarded. The negro does nout
share the white prejudice against cross-
eyes. He telieves that a men or woman
o 1 fllicted isapt to be a epecial favorite
of the dark powers, to be protected against
many ills notable against snekc-bite, and
even to bave in tome cases the power of
intecting others with gocd luck. A negro
girl whose eyes look in opposite directions

she be of good figure and ot! erwise pleas-
ing features or not. If any of her child-
ren aleo bas crossed eyes she becrmes
celebrated and islocked upon as ‘shy’ auff
curjer.’

Dresm superstitious ot the bla k r:ce do
not ¢iffor materially from those of the
whites. Inde<d, many are derived from
the whites. Also a!l Southerners no matter
what their so isl #’andirg or education mey
be, are strcngly superetiticus. In vo o her
partin tte wo |1 will one see 20 mary men
and women refusing to walk under ladders,
and caretul to touch each chair that is
paseed in going from a room, and anxious
to see the new moon over 'he lett shoulder.
and tearful about the direction in wtich
the salt 1a epiit and no torth. KEach of
these helie's, or drea’s, they transterred
to their elaves. and in addition the .n-gro
bas d« vised s« veral ot bis own to which he
(I'nj s with unsbakable tenacity. To dream
of » bowl ot clabber with a fly in its centre
means that tef rethe year is cut he is
going fo te badly cut w th scme sharp in-
strument. To dreaw of a mud turtle in
clear watir means that some of the planta
tion stock, his own or his employer’s, will
perish in the ewrmp beg  To dresm that
the fodd: r is turning means that there will
be a death in the family. To dream of a
marriage aleo means death as does a dresm
ot desth itself, or a dresm of a heavy ‘all,
or a ‘ream of dancing long. The field
tand tak:s a lead-colored view of the
thirgs he thinks of in his sleep. If he
dreams of a rat gnawing bis clothes, how-
ever, it is an indication that he is going to
find a pot of gold, and muny a negro hav-
ing so cresmed, has watched the point of
his p'ow with great care all of the season
i1+ xpectation of seeing 1he pot turned vp.

The African supers itutions of birds are
innumerable  Pretty nearly every teather
¢d thirg with wbich he i» acquiinted has
some scrt of occult sigoficance. Some of
these beligfs he bas received from the
whites but most of them have been
¢volved from the inner c(onsciousness of
his an-estors, and they display for the
most part the characteristic regro riot of
imagination. The j ybird is regarded
with comically grave disgust. It is the
counsel'or. guide and friend of ‘O M rse
Sat’n’ himeelf. The amount of cor fiderea
established years ago brtween the dewl

ormcus Pl ntation urcles and aunties
belicve that whenever Bee'zebub can spire

the earth. and te and tha jaybird hold &

| er deep.

tonference of the pow ry, cevising ways
wherely to en-
' rnare the wesk ard feeble minded. Be-
insign-ficance in its ability

There is no defen e against
it save ‘rasslin’ in prayer. This is highly
esteemed, as tke more arducrus the ‘rass-
In,” tle less work will be dove in the ficld
t!e next day. The jaybird is eale from
negro attack, made eate through the neg-
ro’s feer. A more impudert and noisy
thief than this bird does not ¢xist, but it
may be guilty of any impertinence or
scoundr: lism about African premises and
not a stone will be heaved at it. The im
mearurahle assurance of the bird, the mar-
per in which it will pilter within a vard ot
the bousewite’s hand, its apperent utter
fearleesners of the negro buman, ard the
borribly barsh and argerirg cry with
which it greets any attempt at resistance or
signalizes & more then u-ually succ ssful
raid have had mu h to do with investing
it with dmholic% attributes. It is a very

to work evil.

beautiful bird, Bat its beau'y is only feath-
‘The negro ot tbe field snd quar-
ters looks upon it with picus borror, and
#lwaye hums rome sort of bymn when it is
srourd. On one Fridey in every seventh
woenth the jaybird wvisits bell, carryingin
bis beak s ven graine of ssnd, and these
seven grains dropped into flame mske it
seven times hotter. As this has been go
ing on since Adam’s unwairanted luncheon
the botness ot the bid negro’s future is
long past computation.

There is common to ¢1l Southern bryous
snd creeks a small blue heron, known as
the sby poke. It is upngainly, timid snd
harmless It has sn infrcquent cry that
bas somethirg of the resonsnce of the
bittern, thcugh on & much wecker scale.
This bird, which inbabits the depths of
swamps and flies above morasses, the ne-
groes bave inves'ed aleo with familiarity
with the Evil Ove. To some cf them it is
known as tte Dcv.l's Doctor, and it is sup-
posed to bave a satanic knowledge of the
virtues of herbs. It never eats herbs, liv.
ing entirely upon minvows and sma'l frogs
yet it is supposed to take them when sick,
snd its g zzsrd acd liver when dried and
powdered are taken as specifics for many
complsints. S'y-poke feathers are com-
mon orname nts in negro cabins, b:ing held
to bring good luck, and if the housewife
can get a duster made of its wings she is

he ;fpy

he various forms of crow peculiar to the
South #re birds of ill omen. This includes
all of the fsmily of ravens and blackbirds,
¢xcept the scarlet elbowed black bird which
ccmes in the winter time and is good to eat
Pcasibly its brilliant red adornmer ts save 't
from the condemnation. The purple grac-
kle, which is a frequenter ol barnyards and
fond of the company of cows and horzes, is
looked upon with special ave rsion and a ne-
gro will waste an heur, which should be de¢-
voted to work, endeavoring to force one of
these bisds to leave the premises and stay
away. Magpies, stailings and black mar-
tins are »1l objects of aversion. It would
seem that the negro hatred of them is due
primarily to their funereal cclor. The

bas no trcuble in getting married, whether

darky loves bright things and he is apt to

#end the jaybird is to the African mind +n-

regard as evil anything which partakes of
the traditional hue ot the devil. An excep-
tion must be made of the magpie, which 1s
disliked and belicv-d to be an ill-luck hird
as much because it is an irreform ble thief
as becaute of its irky cloak. All of this
crowd of fl ers parteke of the nature of tha
Evil O1e snd are classed as among bis sub-
j-cte. Oao ths contrary, redbirds, cardinale,
blue birds, tanagers, many of the green
vir-o8 and even the awk vard pink flamingo
are viewed with pleasure and tbei- presenc.
is w' lcomed ebout & cabin clearirg

The negro is musical. is { nd of music
and is & great hana for domestic pets of all
kincs, paricularly fe.tbered kinds No
matter how poor a tamily may be, it is
certain to have chickens and cucks about.
This is & racisl propeneity. and the marshes
along the Oriooco river in eart.rn South
Ameri-a are now popuious wi'h witd Mus.
ccvy ducks, descendan’s of tame fowls
brought over in tte bolds of slave sbips
along with th-ir unhappy owrers two bhun-
dre! years ago. Yet one may traverse any
ot the Southern States from end to end snd
ard be wil never sce a caged modking
bird in & negro cabin. This is not because
the African does not 1 j 1y the bird’'s mar-
vellous voice and repeitory. He does, and
will quit work at any time, it thore is no
one watching, to listen to the sing-
ing. But the ncgroes do not crge the
mocker snd keep 1t in their hcmes because
they credit it with baving suvpernatural
wis. om. It ‘s their beliet hat the little
bundle of gray has an ex ersive vocabula y
¢t its own, wbich is true erough, that it
understands tbe specch of humanity, that
1t rever tcrgets arytbing ard that at the
fir:t opportunity it retails family secrets
tor the benefit ot any ot its kindred which
may be in trees within ecund of i's voice.
These in turn fly awey to reteil the news
all over the country Insome mysterious
way, which the darkey does not attempt to
e¢xplain, the informanion gets to the white
tfo.ks. Petty theits of such tlings as chick-
ens, waterme.one, garden vegetables end
to forth are very ccmmon tmong the
Southern blacks. 'n many cases they are
forced into the tr fl ng dishonesty by 1 ck
of an ad: quate 1000 supply. One ot th m
who ke pt a mocking bird would be regard
ed a8 doomed. He wculd as well go to
the nearest coun'ry store and proclaim his
i uilt. Deepite this distrust or dread ot
tbe mccker, negroes never slay it when it

the time from frying oper.tiors he viei's |

is in ireedom, but their kindneas to it is
due to a desire to curry favor wi h it and
not to appreciation of its beauty of body
and voice.
| ot its singing, lcoks upon it as an ctlicious
| bearer f ev)] tidings and 8 common name

2 2 gt .South(-‘rn | fore this conrbination the woodoo charm | for it is **tartle tube” or ‘m¢dcle bubd.’
That is peculiarity & white man’s | ginks into

| This beliet is ansal gous to the white ex-
| pression, **A little bird told me,” often
| given in response to questions.

| ™ The cu-ky dwellers on the plantations
| are down on the cuckoo. The women sare
| especially inimical to it bceause th-y thiok
11’8 pres nce produces barrernees. They
' do not know it as the cuckoo, but call 1c
the rain crow Both men and women will
break up a cuckoo nest wherever they find
ii. A negro vwoman whbo hates anotber
negro woman wiil use up rome time and
patience endeavoring to mix a hard boiled
cuckoo egg with her enemy’s food. It she
canro: do that, she will endeavor to siit
some of the powdered egg shell on her hair.
Many bitter feuds bave been cauted by
this. A childlers negro woman is a rarity,
tbe race being especially fecund, but now
and then one 18 tound and the will always
declare that tome unknown 1ival or foe-
woman has dosed her wi h ‘rain crow aigs ’
The superstition may have its base in the
cuckoo’s relusal to build a rest ot its own,
and its success in dispossess nz otber birds

of the homes they have consuucted. Toe
cuckoo will also devour, or destroy in wan-
tonness, all eggs it msy find in a captured
nest, and it its incursion be made a little
late in the season it is apt to produce bar-
renpess in that particular bird family.
Negroes in southwestern Aikansas will
not keep pigeons for tear ot bad luck to the
house, tu: this superstition does not appear
to have extended across the Liouisiana line
Few negroes in any section keep pigcons,
but msinly becsuse they are too lazy to
build coope, not fiom fear ot tke evil cmen
It is d flicult to understand the universal
damgy dishke ard fear of the wild goose,
nor h s apy sensible explanation of it been
offered. It exists, however, in many parts
ot the South. The towl is a bsd luck fowl
to thcusends of Atricans, but th ir detesta-
tion ot it coes not ex end to its meat. They
will eat it it they can get it, and if the geese
are fl,ing the negro able to procure amm: -
nition will put in lots ot time trying to kill
them. The body, Lbowever, is plucked,
bsked end devoured as soon as it reaches
the cabin. It is not ke¢pt hanging in order
to bccome tender, tor fear of the voodoo.
The teathers are burned, though th sop: r-
stition costs many a good black-house dame
a pang, there being no better fan, or small
brcom, or duster than the wild goose’s
wing. Perhape the common aversion to the
bird in a state of life may be traced to its
horking during the night passsges. Fulling
irregularly tbrough tbe derk trcm the im-
measurab'e ebon vault of heaven, the scund
is eerie enough, particularly tewards the
little bours of the worving, when the pred-
atory Sambo is footing a bas'y way hom>s-
ward wi h an uneasy conscience. The wiid
g ese bonks are ssid to be the basis for the
Yorkehire legend of the Gabriel hounds,
the ghostly pack which sweeps th.ough the
air in full cry, bringing desth to the in-
mates of tte house over which it passes,
and a Southern darky bas more imagination
than an Englishman nineteen times out of

{wenty.

Io fact the negro. whilv foud |
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DIAMONDS ARE NOW GOING UP
IN PRIOFE,

—————

The Outpnt of the A icin Mines Curtai'ed
by Cecil Rhodes's Precavti nary Order—
Posslbility of the Di covery in Tris Coun-
try of bismond Fields,

The price ot dismonds is gcing up and
this is why: Ooce day, about ten years ago,
Barrey B .roato proposcd to Cecil Rhodes
that they put all the diamoncs at Kimber-
ley in a puil.

‘Grocd enough,’ raid the continert grab-
ber. ‘Pour th.m in. I'd like to see hew
they look ’

Barnato placed a Jarge bucket on one ot
the sorting tables in tbe main «flice and
into that dumped sll the rough dismonds
that bad becn mined during the year 15859
They filled it to the brim.

‘Now,’ he said, ‘I’ll buy that bucket of
diamonds frcm you, Rhodes, just as they
are, unsorted.’

The two sgreed upon a price end then
there was laid the foundation of the famous
diamond syncica‘e which is now attractiog
the attention ¢f the gem-wearing public;
for when Barnsto packed up the stoncs
and sent them to London and Amsterdam
it rcquired the «xperts there three months
to accomplish the sortirg, and in that
period diamonds became so ecarce on the
market that they begen to bring fancy
prices. Mr. Rhodes, who csn awaken to
such ¢n opportunity without being roughbly
jolted, saw it was a good thing, and since
then his syndicate has been buying up the
Kimberley diamond crop in advance and
doling out the stones as it sees fit.

The product is now arranged for unil
June, 19(0, aud it the demand continues
to increase no one can say what diamonds
will be worth a year from now. The De
Beers Consclidated Mines Company has
the world at its mercy. Not enough Cia-
monds are produced in Br:zil, Australia
aud otber scattered localities to rupply the
demand f the city of Philadelphia alone.
The j wellers in Maiden Lane ssy that the
market value of stonesis already 40 per
cent. higher thanit was a year sago. Every
few weeks the syndicate makes a 10 per
¢ nt advance and the buyers must psy or

| leave their contracts ucfilled, which is a

costly proceceling.

Mesanwhils the De Beers Conrolidatcd is
going right alecng paying 40 per cent.
dividends. The¢re were nearly eight mil-
lions ot collars to divide among the stock-
holders in the De Beers Consolidated tor
the year 1898, and these forunate persons
will be enriched in a still greater portion
when the accounts of 1899 are cast.

Contrary to the general impression, the
man whom the directors of this company
hold respcnsible for its prosperity is not
Cecil R. Rhbodes. He is not even an
Englishman, but a thoroughly whole-souled
American, who has cisplayed ruch wender-
ful managerial talent that the stockbclders
look to him, as it were, for their yearly
dividends.

Gardner F. Williems, though compara-
tively unknown in this country, is one of
the few prominent characters in Sou'h
Africa, for be is head and front of the
diamond industry and has m¢tamorphoeed
the town of Kimberly irom a streggling
settlement into a model city. He is so
greatly valued Iy the De Beers Compeny
that no one ever questions his actions. He
has often r questcd them to accept his
resignation but cn each occarion the di-
rectors incresse bis salary as an induce-
mert for him to remsin. As for Mr.
Rhodes, be sellom comes to Kimberley
these days and makcs whatever sugges-
tions be has by letter. His last instruc-
tions were to decresse the cutput for the
next tw«lve montbe, which will accordingly
be done.

Mr. Williams is about 50 years old, of
impoeting figure and kindly face. He is
Americen corsular agent at Kimberley.
His ambition is to e tablish a ity where
esch man will own bis own bhome and make
mo ney.enough to live in comfort. To this
end he has begun a model village en the
ou skirts of Kimberley wlich is called
Kenilworth. Here there are beauntiful
cottagcs with the best ssnitary arrange-
ments, £2 10s. a month and purchase on
installments. There are special buildirgs
for bachelors and an excellent club house.
The villrga is thresded by wide drive-
ways flanked with eucalyptus, oak, cyprus
and pine trees.

Making a model town, however, bas
been only a small part of this enterprising
American’s services to the De Beers Com-

m nes now being operated, namely the
Kimb¢rley, the De Beers and the Premier.
The Bultontein ard Datoitspan though
controlled by the c:mpany are not worked.
He visits the convi t station, the various
departments of each mine, practicelly
handles every dismond shipped from the
country, and in gencral takes care of his
‘family’, which consists of 11,000 native
Africane and 2 000 white miners.

The De Beers mine bas now been car-
ried down and beyond 1,400 feet and the
Kimberley to 1 900 fe:t. The Premier
is l2ss rich than th: s2 two, but bas a larger
area and is very easily worked, so that a
much lower cost of proluction compen-
sates for a smaller yield. The amount of
blae ground reported as in sight of the
three mires is enough to k2ep them busy
at Kimberley for five years, but Mr.
Rhodes is cautious and advocates a cox-
stant diminution in the yearly outpat for
fear that this vein of blue ground mey sud-
denly become exhiusted and bumenity
deprived of its supply of diamomde.

He bas also instructed Mr. Williams to
tighten t_e watch rgainst diamend thieving.
for when tbe ¢mployecs 1 arn that the
stores have increased io v.lue nearly one-
baif there is sure to be an outbreak in that
direction, which the 1lli«it dismond buyers
will take advantage of. Formerly the
‘boys,’ as the Matabeles who work in the
mines are called, did a tbriving business
by swallowing the diamonds, but Williams
bas put a stop to that by penning up these
11,000 natives in one grcat erclosure call-
ed the compound, and it is safe to say that
no such & babitation like this is to ve found
on the face of the earth. It is built in tha
torm of a square and includes about five
acres.  Along each side of the rquare are
built one story corrugated iron buildiags
divided into rooms holding twenty natives
each. A bigh iron tence is crected around
the compound, ten feet from the building,

avd guards armed with Mo:rtini riflos
p:trol thereabc ut.

Even with this arrang: ment, bowcver, 1t
wus found that many dicmonde were being
fil-hed, #nd it transpircd that the boys
stole them in the mines, concealed them
u-til they got in the compound and then
pit h.d them over the lence to a confeder
ate on the s'rcet. Williams thereupon bad
the entire compound rooted with fire wira
petting, and this terminated the thefts of
that sort.

There is very little opportunity these
days for a pative to dispoee ot a gem. He
1s never permitted to leave this compound,
ana whin the end of bis rervice is sp-
proacting he is kept for two weeks in a
special compirtment absolutely naked
with fifty or eixty others. If the bcy has
concealed in h's anutomy somewhere a
precious stone it is bound to make i's ap-
prarance in that time. A surgeon goes
over each boy every two days and if he
looks sick puts h'm through a sort of third
Jegiee tbat generally elicits a dismond or
two. The company rec. vers about £400,-
000 worth of diamonds in a year from the
native emplovees in this way.

Mineralogists are wordering if America
may not do much toward breakirg the
combinstion’s power by supplying new
diamond fields. The new:papers for five
or tix years have occasionally printed the
eannoutcement that a fine diamond had
been found near Milwaukee, in Wisccnsin.
These stories have been regarded by the
jublic 28 of no particular importsnce, but
not ec by the miner:logiste. From all
over the world experts have come to study
that field. The way in which the stones
bave turned up bas been mystericus.

Dismords are the result of certain defi-

nite geological processes. They are the
prcduct of enoirmous heat and stupendous
pressure boih breught to bear upon carbon
at the seme fime snd crystall’zing it. The
geological formations in which tuis curious
process bas gone c¢n are known as chim-
neys. They are really compari‘ively small
vents, through which enormous q antities
of matter bave been expelled quickly by
means of some volcanic convulsion within
the earth. Nature, in pushirg a great
quanfity of praciically molten matter con-
taining csrcon through a hole too small
for it, bronght about those two necessary
conditions for the production of diamonds
—t eat snd pressure.

But geologists, when they went to locali-
ties where diamonds bad been tound in
Wisconeir, were puzzled by the fact that
no formation of the chimney kind existed
snywhere about. It was finally decid:d
thet the stones must bave been brought
from a great cistance by a glacier, which
dropped them when it melted. One of the
great i‘welrry fims in New York sent its
«xpert to Wisconsin to study the course of
this glacier, boping to find climneys at the
puint wktere it started. This ¢xpert did
trace tle glacier and there found a chim-
ney. There was only one, and it bad been
worked out. Facts indicated 1hat this was
done by a German mineralogist who was
known to bave be¢n in that locality some
years before. He ha ! quietly worked oot
the chimney, taken what stones he found,
and finding no otber diamond-bearing spots

had gone back to Germany, ssying noth-
irg to any one of his discovery.
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