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PAUL KRUGER AT HOME: 

THE INTERESTInG PRESIDRNT O
F 

THE IRAANSVAAL REPUBLIC. 

His Personal Bravery and Religi us
 Fervor 

—His story of the Boers’ Development of 

the Travsvasl His Feeling Toward C
ecil 

Rhode:—The Republic's Delences. 

Stepbanus Johannes Psulus Kruger, 

President of the Transvasl, is an interest- 

ing public character. Upon being intro- 

duced you first conclude tbat be has been 

greatly overestimated. He seems nothing 

more than a shrewd old hunter, who, by 

constant contact with wild animals and 

savage Knffirs, has developed a wariness 

that makes bim suspicious of everything and 

everybody. 

His legs are so short, and slender that 

you wonder how they bear the weight of a 

heavy thick and solid body. His head is 

big and bis peck is concealed by beard, 

hair and coat collar, so that you cannot de- 

termine whether or not he indu'ges in neck- 

wear. At home he is usually puffing a 

short briar pipe, and as he handles this you 

notice that the thumb ot his lft hand is 

missing. There is a story connected with 

this that Kruger will tell you between pufis 

t he is in the mood. It gives an idea of 

the grit which is a characteristic of the old 

Boers. 

When Kruger was a young man, he was 

out bunting one day with a rifle which bad 

not been used for a long time. While hg 

was tinkering with a charge the gun ex- 

ploded, tearing his left thumb to shreds. 

Kruger's companions wanted to give up the 

bunt and hurry to the nearest surgeon, but 

the intrepid young Boer refused. Taking 

out his hunting knife, he placed the 

lacerated thumb on the stock of the rifle, 

and amputated it himselt. By tying about 

the stump a piece of rawhide he stopped 

the flow of blcol, and winding around it 

his red handkerchief be cuntinued the sport 

Physical robustness and coursge have 

contributed greatly to Kruger’s success as 

the leader of a nation. He is absolutely 

fearless, though not reckless, and since 

boyhood has known how to act quickly in 

an emergency. 

When only 14 years old, he and a little 

sister strayed away from the Jaager town 

in Cape Colony, where the elder Kruger 

bad settled on emigrating from Germany, 

and while playing were suddenly attacked 

by a leopard. Young Kruger's only 

weapon ws & jickknife, but shielding his 

sister with ore arm, he met the vicious 

spring of the leopard with the other, and 

after a struggle succeeded in stabbing it to 

death. 

One is hardly warranted either in speak- 

ing slightingly of ‘Oom’ Paul's legs, for 

they once ran a race that made him tamous 

all through the native tribes ia South At- 

ries. A K-ffir chief had become celebrated 

for his running ability, and bad never been 

beaten until challenged by a number of 

young Boers who chose Kruger to repre- 

sent {hem. It was decided tbat the two 

would run for twelve hours, ane the man 

leadir g at the end of that time was to hav
e 

some sort of a prize. At the end of 
eleven 

hours the Kaffic dropped in his tracks un- 

conscious, while Kruger kept on to the 

finish, and, according to one of bis com- 

panions, was so fresh then that be took part
 

in a hunting trip. 

It is the appearance of rough hardihood 

and the unkempt personal attire that first 

impresses one on meeting ‘Oom’ Paul,
 but 

when the man bagins to talk you forget 
all 

else but Kruger the diplomat and caretul 

statesman. He gave the writer a short 
in- 

terview recently for publication with the 

understanding that tbe Boer side should 

be represented from his own view point, 

first icquiring if I were & spy from Cecil 

Rhodes. On being assured to the contrary 

by a number of Volksraad members, who 

were present, he followed it up by another 

customsry question, asking : ‘What is your 

religion ¥’ 

These two inquiries give an insight into 

Kruger's lite. His fi-st duty, be believes, 

is to God, and his second to guard against 

Rhodes, whom he detests like a poisonous 

reptile. But for Rh odes,Mr Kruger saye, 

all would be peace and quietness in the 

transvasl. So long as this man is in South 

Arica there is no rest for the Boers, and 

their secret service agents may be found on 

every street in Jobanoesburg, on the look- 

out tor Uitlander conspiracies. 

From all outward appearances,Oom Paul 

is intensely pious, and though some ineist 

that it is all hypocrisy, there 1s no procf 

that Kruger does not live in strict accord- 

ance to his preaching. He was confirmed 

in 1842 by the Rev. Daniel Lindlay, an 
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American missionary,and from that dey to 

this has led a severely Christian li‘e after 

the precepts laid down by Jobn Calvin. 

He can quote nearly the whole Bible, and 
this has served him well in a secular wav, 

for he has learned from it to speak in par- 
ables, terse epigrams that are readily in- 

terpreted by his followers, and have more 

force than the most brilliant rhetorical 

fl ghts. 
Kruger, in addition to his other accom- 

plishmente, is by far the best prescher in 

the Transvaal, and the Datch Reformed 

Church boasts of some capable men there. 

He occupied the pulpit in a modern brick 

edifice across the street from his bome at out 

once a month, and always take to standing 

room only. He uses no notes, but speaks 

offhand from a text, and does not hesitate 

to eprivkle a little humor in the discourse. 

In his speeches before the Raad he quoted 

Scripture gemeroutly, and even more 80 in 

conversation. : 

As for his private life, that seems to be 

exemplary. After rising, he prays for a 
long time in his room, and ‘talks over with 

the Lord’ the questions of the day. When 

he develops a conviction in this way he pro- 

ceeds to act on it. Kruger's piety once 
nearly cost him his life, according to a cur- 

rent story. A good many yesrs ago he 

suddenly disappeared, and when he failed 

to show up, a searching party was made up 
to buat for him. At the end of three days 

they found the future President, who was 

then a field cornet, lying face down on the 

open veldt. He bad been praying three 

days and nights steadily, without food or 

water, and was nearly dead. When car- 

ried back and revived, be explained that he 
bal done it as a chastisement for his sins. 

Two stories the Uitlanders relate to off- 

set Kruger's reputation for piety. One wes 
recently printed in a Natal paper. It ae- 

cused Oom Paul of punishing ome of his 
K:ffir boys once by tyirg him under hi- 

wagon, spreading out legs and arms and 
making them fast to the axles. The boy 

was hauled for two days in this position, 

declared the writer. On another cccasion 

Kruger, when he was trekking, lost an ox 

and could not find another to take its place 

80 he hitched up a K:ffir in the team and 

completed the journey. Tais Kaffir is still 

living near Dreikopjes, in the Orange Free 

State, at a ripe old age, so the experience 
do¢s not seem to have injured him. Infact, 

be seems rather proud of the distinction. 

The first question put to Oom Paul was 

why be did not give the Utlandersthe right 

to vote, which the English put forth as the 

chief cause for cemplaint. Kruger smoked 

hard for a moment, then laid down his 
pipe, and placing his bands on his knees, 

said ; 
‘A man cannot serve two masters. Either 

he will hate the one and cling to the other, 

or despise the one and love the other. 

Now, the Engli:hman wants to do this. 

He demands the franchise frcm me, desires 

o become a burgher, sand yet wken it 

comes to trouble, he would forsake us in a 

moment and clam the protection of the 

Queen. How can I give such men the 

chance ? They do not take any interest in 

our country. They bave not come here to 

settle. They wish us no good. 1 want to 

be fair with every one who comes here to 

live and when be bas proved that he is a 

good citizen and bas come to help us, I 

want him to vote. But we have a law for 

bigamy in the Transvaal, and itis neces- 
sary for a man to put off his old love be- 

; 

fore taking on a new.’ 
Kruger related graphically and briefly 

the bis*ory of the Boers from the time they 

settled in Cape Colony, trom which they 

driven by the Englisb, until they settled in 

the Transvaal. Of this great trek they kill- 
ed 6,0C0 lions.out of which number Kruger 

himeeit killed 250. They fought tbeir way 

step by step until they finally reaceed, the 

long ridge known as the Witswaters and 
where they settled, all unconscious of the 

hidden wealth. 

*It seemed so poor,” said Kruger, ‘tbat 

even the Engli:h did not begrudge it. So 

we established a government, developed a 

constitution, and laid the foundation for a 

ration. We built towns, cuitivated the 

soil, and were making a great progress 
and living peacefully when gold was die- 

covered. Then new and perplexing 

questions arose, and Englandfimmedistely 

became avaricious, but we were not will 

ing to give up the country which we had 

developed by the swest of our brow, and 
so ttere was Majuba Hill. You kncw 
about tbat? Here Kruger blinked slyly 
and a laugh went around among the Boers. 
‘So, now,’ continued Oom Fau', taking up 

his pipe and dropping into parables, ‘the 

gold fi-1ds sre like a beautiful rich young 
woman. Everybody wants her, and when 

they cannot get ber they do not want any 

one elee to possess her.’ 
‘Can the Enjlish starve you out? 
‘If the Lord wills it, yes,’ he replied. ‘If 

not, the English can build a wall around 
us as high as Jericho and we will live and 

prosper.’ 

Kruger bas provided sgainst a siege by 
building storehouses snd granaries, where 

meat and grain are kept in great ¢iantities 
The great drawback to the Transvaal is 

that it lacks a seaport. The most con- 
venient one is D.l:goy Bay, owned by the 

Portuguese. As Portugal is mortgaged to 

England, the latter country controls it. 

Towering over Jobannesburg is a big 

fort,and working in subterranean passages 

the Boere, it is said, that undermined the 
whole town, even to Commissioner street, 

where the pride of Jobanresburg’s build- 

ings are located. The Boers can muster 

30,000 men, all well armed and good 

marksmen. Tuey have warehouses full of 

ammunition, and there present defenses 

and power to wreck Johannesburg and the 

mines are a ruflicient menace to Great 
Britain to make her besitate. 

Kruger is now 70 years old, and has 

baen elected to the Presideney four times. 

His salary is £35,000 a year, with $1,500 

for coffee. His lie has certainly been a 
remarkably one, and at different stages he 
has been a fermer, herdsman, buuter, 
soldier, clergyman, ambassador, fiancier, 
head of the army. In recent years he has 
bought snd sold land a good deal, and is 
reputed to be wealthy. His babits and 
method of living are so simpte, however, 
that he could have saved nearly all his 
salary in these years which would give him 
a tidy fortune. 
As he closed the interview Kruger went 

across the hall into a low cellinged, white- 
washed room and spoke to a motherly little 
womsn, who was seated in a rocking chair, 
darnivg stcckings. This was Mrs. Krug- 
er. She got Mr. Kruger's hat, escorted 
bim to the door and then went back to her 
knitting. It was diffi ult to think of her 
as the first lady of the land. Yet she bas 
been Mr. Kruger’s constant belpmate 

their affection tor each other seems to have 
grown wi h each succeeding yesr.. She is 
Mr. Kruger’s second wife, and was a Miss 
Du Plessis, a name of promince in South 
Africa. Kruger’s first wile was an aunt of 
Miss Du Plessis, and bore bim one son 
who died, Sixteen children were the fruit 
of his second marriage, and of those seven 
are living. The girls are comfortably mar- 
ried to burghers in and about Pretoria, 
and the boys take an active interest in the 
army. One son in-law Capt. Eloff, made 
hmself famous by building the most ex- 
pensive mansion 1 Sou'h Africa. He bas 

snd is rupposed to be worth $2 000,800. 
One of Kruger’s sons acts as his secetary, 
and another is Captain ot an intantry ecom- 
pany. Mr. and Mrs. Kurger live in. a lit. 
tle two story cottage painted white and 
covered in front with morning glory vines. 
Their mutual ambition 1s to see their nat- 
joa independent of Great B-itian, and then 
spend their last days peacefully and quiet- 
ly in this little home. 

SOME BAMOAN QUsTOMS. 

©Obs2rved by Former uUbief Justice af the 

© Islands. 

Asked for some characteristics. of the 

Samoans Chie! 
the United States said recently 

‘I found the language an easy one 

to learn. There but fourteen letters 
in the alphabet, and of the natives a 

majority bave learned to read and write in 

their own language. You see, you can 
bardly look upon the natives as savages, 

or uncultured people,  ecause the mission- 

aries have been at work among them for 

the last fifty or sixty years, and bave made 

excellent progress teaching them Christian- 

ity and the social customs and usages of 

civilized nations. When I first went to the 

islands, I found them improved by the in- 

fluences of the missionaries to an extent 

Women who wish to 
learn how to prevent 
and cure those disea- 
ses peculiar to their 
sex and who wish to 
learn how to become 
healthy, strong and 
happy, instead of suf- 
fering, weak and mise- 
rable, should write for 
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through all the years of bis public lite, and | 

made a fortune in| real ¢s'ate operations 

| apply to my position. 
their own and leaders of various kinds, | 

Justice Chambers of | 

which had removed many of the vagaries 
and peculiarities which are usually to be 
expected among uncivilized islanders. 
There is one thing, though, that no e- 
mount of civiliz tion will destroy in the 

islanders, and that is an excess of polite- 

ners. Toey are the most polite people in 

all the world. They are oppressively polite, 

One of the novelties I had to become ac- 
customed to as the Chief Justice of the 
islands, was that of having a prisoner give 

a most elaborate salaam after I had 

sentenced him to five or ten years at hard 

labor and have him say in his own tongne, 

‘I thank you, sir,’ 
“I'he people are not only polite but they 

are most aff-ctionate and once you attach 
one of them to your love, be or she 1s for- 

ever your friend. This was most forcib'y 

exemplified sfter hostilities broke out and 
the fighting was going on in the island. 

We had three native girls and three native 

boys ia our household who were very 
much attached to our family. This was 

particularly true of one of the girls who 
was passionately fond of Mrs. Chambers. 

Every night there were skirmishes on the 

island and very frequently firing was beard 

near our howe. The girl in question 

would rot leave our apartments but would 

rest on a rug at the foot of our bed. When 
the skirm’shing fire approached our home 

the girl would go out and reconnoitre. The 

natives never fire on their women, no mat- 

ter what their counections are and often 

women walked down between the firing 
lines, from one tide to the other, carrying 

water or caring for the injured. Our 

young girl tock us under her protection 

and seemed confident that che could ward 

off harm from us. When we got ready to 

leave the islands, all of the chiefs began to 
bring presents to our home. At first I felt 

very much complimented and some of the 

old elubs and war implements and decors- 
ted mats and other bric-a-brac made by 
the natives was really quite interesting and 

of value. However, I soon hed to reluee 

to receive anything more, because I had 
no way of earrying the stuff away from 
the island. At the rate things were coming 

from all parts of tke island, I would soon 

bave had a shipload. As it is, I have 

several large cases of the most valuable 

presents I reeeived with me. 
‘1 know of no people in the world who 

are as ccremomious as are these people, 
and who have more rigid ideas of the 
advantages which rank conferred upon one 

of their number gives. Fortunately, I had 

my raok all fixed up before I realized the 
impertance it would prove te me afterward. 

The Chief Justiceship was a new thing to 

them and their more intelligent class s, 

| who were sufficiently versed in English to 

understand the terms of the treaty under 

which my appointment was made, ex- 

plained as best they could what were my 

duties. One thing that worried the na- 

tives was the fact that they had no name to 
They bad chiefs of 

but nothing tbat came exactly in my line. 
Finally they thought the matter all over 

and named me ‘Faamasioo »silli.” This 

was a combination of words, which. meant 

ia the native tongue, ‘man ef one word, 

which was their way of expressing the fact 

that decisions made by the Chief Justice 

were final. 
‘I do not thunk that the people of Samoa 

'are greater eaters than the people of other 

nations, in spite of the veputation which 

they bave established because of their ex- 

tensive feasts. Parbaps they do eat more 

at the feasts than the people do who at- 
tend banquets in eivilized countries, but at 
the same time there is always an abund- 

snce lett. It was decreed when the Chiet 
Justice first came to the itland that he 

should be second in rank to the King. 

Mrs. Chambers was honored as the first 

lady of the island in consequence. I was 

given many fetes by the great chiefs in 

consequence of my position, upon my 

arrival.. It was a bit embarrassing to me, 

too, when I wished to return the exces- 

sively polite attentions that were shown 

tme. ‘Lhe people are most jealous of their 

rank, and I made some blunders that kept 

the interpreters busy for hours explaining 

to the satistaction of the natives. The first 
bit of meat at the feast was given to the 

king, if he were present ; the next came to 
me, and then on down the line until the 

person of least rank was fed. It was the 

same way when it came to serving the 
drinks and the cigarettes. Pcople arose 
and sat in the order of their rank. 

‘“People-walked along the highway in the 

rank he was not allowed to pass another 

man going in the same direction on the 
highway. That is the reason that I was 

led to the discovery shortly after I reached 

the inland that I was keeping every one on 
the highway at a slow walk and bebind me, 

because I outranked everyone and they 
would not pass me. After the feast is over, 

the ringers began to chant songs which 

mention the people at the feast and tell of 
their virtues. Ia the songs the people are 

same way. Unless a man was of a superior. 

mentioned in the order of their rank and I 
as a foreigner, found it a bit tiresome to 

a song racital of the good people around 
me and find myself included in the eulogy 
of the singer. Failure to observe the pre 
ference which rank gives one man over : 
another, is met at once by op°n hositi s, 

and I bave seen some very hard-fought 

battles because some man of inferior rank 
was asked to eat or drink in advance of 

another man of superior rank. The favor. 

ite method of preparation for the big feasts 
is to roast a number of whole pigs of good 
8'z9 and fatness. I have attended feasts 

where thore were as many as 400 pigs 
ro:sted. At these, there were hardly 

more than that number of guasts present, 
but after the feast what is left issent to the 
bomes ot the invited guests In conse qnence 
of the rank the natives gave me,it was not 
uncommon for me to find great baskets of 
fruit and two or three whole ro:st pigs at 
my house. . 

“‘Many of the people areskilled in orat- 
ory. They are specially trained, and have 
a peculiar adaption to the business. The 
people are divided into tribes, and over 
each tribe there is a chief. He seldom if 
ever, has anything to say, but his ‘tulatali’ 
does his talking,be being the ekiiled orator. 
of the tribe. It is not at all remarkable 
that these skilled orators often acquire 
importance and weigh with the people, 
such as not possessed by their chiefs. One 
of the most influential acd powersul of the 
men in the revel party was a tulatali.” 

YE GRIT MONSTER. 

“All that tread the globe are but a 
handful to the tribes that slumber in its 
bosom.”” Of the multitudes that yearly 
join the multitudes already gone, one- 
seventh are the victims of that dread de- 
stroyer — consumption, There is cer- 

tainly a lesson in 
this for every man 
and woman who 
will stop and heed 
the warning of 
death. At the first 
approach of. the 

grim monster—consumption—the threat- 
ened victim should take refuge in the use 
of the only known cure for that disease. 
Many doctors say that consumption is 

incurable. They are mistaken and thou- 
sands who have been rescued from the 
brink of death, after they were given up 
by the doctors, and all hope was gone, 

' have testified to the fact over their written 
signatures. Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical 
Discovery cures g8 per cent. of all cases 
of consumption. It eures bronchitis, 
asthma, weak lungs, spitting of blood, 
throat troubles, chronic nasal ecatarrh, 
and all diseases of the air passages. It 
acts directly through the blood, on the 
affected memhranes and tissues, destroy- 
ing all disease germs, allaying inflamma- 
tion amd building healthy tissues. It 
makes the appetite keen and the diges- 
tion perfect. It is the great blood-maker 
and flesh-builder. 
Honest druggists won” insult your in- 

telligence by endeavoring to persuade 
ou to take an inferior substitute for the 
ittle added profit it may afford. 
“I have been troubled with bronchitis for 

several years,” writes Mrs. Orlin O'Hara, 
of Bax 114, Fergus Falls, Ottertail Co., 
Minn. “In the first place I had sore throat; 
doctored with different doctors and took 
various medicines, but got no lasting relief. 
We Imad had Dr. Pierce’s book, the ‘Com- 
mon Sense Medical Adviser,” for a long 
time but had got careless about reading it 
up. One day we saw a new advertisement 
in the paper in rega*d to this medicine, and 
as I was suffaring and had been raising a 
good deal from my throat, a sticky sub- 
stance like the white of an egg, and could 
not sleep, and had about made up my mind 
that I would hardly live through the winter; 
we made up our minds to try Dr. Pierce's 
Golden Medical Discovery and ‘Pellets.” 
After I had taken one bottle we thought we 
could see a little change. We sent and got 
another bottle of the ‘Golden Medical Dis- 
covery’ and also one of ‘Favorite Prescrip- 
tion.” I took them alternately, and in afew 
days I began to see that I was better for 
certain. I took eight bottles of ‘Golden 
Medical Discovery’ and two of ‘Favorite 
Prescription,’ and, really, I have not felt as 
well in years. I sleep better than I have in 
twenty years, and am confident that if 
others have any such troubles they will be 
more than pleased if they try Dr. Pierce's 
medicines. I am not in favor of patent 
medicines as a rule. Have tried too many 
of them and found them a failure, but I do 
knowethat Dr. Pierce’s medicines will do 
what is claimed for them if taken as di- 
rected and continued long enough.” 

“I took. a severe cold with sore throat,’ 
writes Mrs. S. A. Everhart, of Oard Spring, 
Scott Co., Ind. ‘Soon I began to cough; 
my right side was so sore that when I 
coughed it seemed as though my side would 
burst. I summoned the physician and he 
said that I had pleurisy. I took his med- 
icine for some time and got some better, 
but it seemed I could get so far and no 
farther. All the spring and summer I used 
mustard plasters and fly blisters on my side 
and lungs. Finally my right shoulder and 
between my shoulders began to ache so 
badly that I could hardly endure it and at 
times I would feel almost smothered. M 
breath would be so short that I coul 
scarcely talk. It was a miserable feeling 
indeed. I read of ’s Sarsaparilla be- 
ing such a great medicine, so I concluded 
to try it. I got two bottles of it and when I 
had taken the medicine I was no better. I 
was becoming discou d; several of my 
near relatives had died with consumption 
and I thought I was about to go the same 
way. I thought I would try Dr. Pierce’s 
Golden Medical ‘Discovery. I took two 
bottles of the ‘Discovery’ and two bottles 
of the ‘Pleasant Pellets.’ By the time I 

had taken half a bottle I began to improve, 
and when I had finished the two bottles of 

the ‘ Discovery’ and two of the ‘Pellets’ I 

felt like a new person. That weak smoth- 
ered feeling was all gone. I thought I ought 
to take more of the medicine but I felt so 
well I did not take any more. I would not 

take fifty dollars for the benefit I recei 
from taking your " : 
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