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WOMEN IN PHARMACY.

THE PUBLIC DFEM4INDS MEN BE-
HIND THE COUNTER.

Many Women Stady the] Business, But
Drift oft tnty Other Lines of Work, Where
Thelr Kiowledge 1¢ Useful—-Some HAave
Been Very Successiul,

The most practical women pharmacist in
New York today is the o'd body who fixes
up the salves and scameu’s remedies that
are peddled about down on the wharls and
back street landings where the fishing
smacks come in,’ said & man to whose desk
comes world wide knowledge of druggists
and apothecaries interests. ‘That woman
never 1 oked into a book of pbarmacy in
her li‘e, uses only experience and old wives
testimony to compound by, but her pre-
scriptions are in constant demand and are
gonsidered absolu‘e cures fir the most ag-
gravated fish bi‘es and cuts thst a ses and
river crafteman is heir to. There isv’c any
woman medicine mixer anywbere that does
the amount of business she does. 1'm not
joking. Here are the facts.

‘There were five women in my class at
college when I graduated in pharmacy
seventeen years ago. There have been
more than that number in every class the
college bas graduated since and a balf
doz:n other colleges and schools of] pbar-
macy have been turning out women phar-
macists regularly every year all this time,
yet you can trace bat very few of them in
the profession today. Thisis a leading
supply house for chemists, and druggist’s
materials. Ouar books show pretty; well
all that goes on in the country in this line,
and the salesmen who go out from] here
keep track of the small fish and little fel-
lows, commercially considered, in the out-
of-the-way placas and back country towns.
At the utmost there are not at this mom-
ent a balf dozen women in the legitimate
drug business in this country. Women do
well as doctors snd the trained nurse r:nks
are over-crowded, but they fight shy ot
practical pharmacy as a profession. They
go into it enthusiastically, study hard
while at college, take medals and class
honors for proficiency, graduate with great
credit and then—just do nothing apparent-
ly or next to nothing with the knowledge
gained. You can walk all over the town,
for instance go into all the main streets
and side streets and suburban streets and
you won’t find a single drug store in which
a woman is serving except in the capacity
of cashier.

*Two sisters kept an apothecary shop in

a far Esst Harlem district for a while, but

‘they quit, either went into something else

or got married. Thera was & Fourth
avenue shop handed down toa woman
phermacist at her father's death, and she
ran it for two years with fair success. Now
her husband’s name is over the door. Oae
women is assistant mansger of the drug
department in a department store. She
sees the drummers, orders goods, keeps
track of stock and looks atter the salee-
girls under ber, but every bit of this could
be done without taking a degree in phar-
macy. The medicines and tonics and 'the
pills and plasters lotions, cream and oint
ments that she deals in all come sealed
and ready for sale just as packages of
made up petticoats, or lemon lczergas, or
spool thread would come. It takes only
business knowledge and method to do
what she is doing. Another woman phar-
macist is employed in a chemists’ supply
heuse to superintend the girls who seal
stopper, be-ribbon pack and tie up the
perfumes and dentists’ goods, and who
also make attractive the housebold reme-
dies, pain relievers, infant’s eyrups a'nd
glassed and canned powders and toilet
accessories. She has no chance at the im-
portant compounding part of the work.

‘Now, the Northwest and the Middle
States boast of some woman druzgists,’
he added. The star woman dealer in the
business is located in one of the prominent
buildings of a big Minnesota town and
trom her letters, the questions she asks
as to new goods and methods and the
siz> of her orders, I take her to be wide
awike and thriving. Sieis twenty eight
years old, unmarried and all for business,
the drummers report. Another well es-
tablished woman druggist bas s good
trade in & Connecticut town and there’s
ope in Illinois. A young woman keeps
a drug shop in her own cottage at s sum-
mer resort. She shuts up each winter,
but does good business in summer, es-
pecislly in ‘teething’ drops and mosquito
lotions.

Thousards of girls and young women
are employed steadily in the wholesale
drug and patent medicine houses all over
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the world. Thare are whole factories full
o' them, some situated in country settle-
ments where rent is cheap for the plant
and its working people and some in crowd-
el city qarters, but all of these women
are at merely mechanical end of things,
doing the outside adornment work for
which small firgers are especially fit.
They work at long board tables with little
flame lights in front of them, convenient
for sealing and pssting. They have deli-
icate tocls to work and are more or less
dexterous and indespensable. Somea of
th>m work for fitteea and twenty years at
the trade, beginning when mere children
in short frocks, bus they have a fixed lim-
it ot wages, little chance ot advancement
and have no more idea of the chara ter and
composition of the fluids and solids they
are sealing and packiog than the girls who
work in the silk factory next door or who
sew on clozks or make bonnet frames.

‘People don’t take to the idea of a wo-
man druggist. There’'s no accounting for
it, but they don’t.- The public at large
likes to have a man put up his prescrip-
tions and wou'd take exception at having
to ring up a woman druggst at night or
go to her tor the hundred and on2 things
outside of the buriness that a d ug store
stand sponror for. Oa the surface it looks
as it pharmacy were a business admirably
suited to feminine strength and adaptabil-
ity, just the propo-tioning of water and
physics, the right reading of the Latin
symbols and directions, and the keeping
of things orderly and echip shape, as amy
housekeeper must do every day. But the
public prefers a man for this purpose and
spparently would rather have womsn min-
isters and real estate agents, women stock
brokers than women druggists. This dis-
crimination is all the queerer because wo-
man from old Colony days down was al
ways an acknowl :dged protessor of herbs
and steeped tea belps and health nostrums.
In days when drug store didn’c pay or
hadn’t been thougant of, Grandma Geod-
heart’s colic mixture, or Mother Big-
family’s cure for rhuematiem or swollen
limbs c¢r beart fsintness was known and
applied for locally, by all sufferers and
their friends. Indeed there was so much
demand for these panaceas that men got to
making them and disposing of them on a
regular businesy basis. Now ths puolic
won’c let the women do this work,no matter
how many diplomas they may take or how
plainly they may prove their ab:lity to run
a drug store.

‘1t has been my observation that a thor-
ough schooling in pharmacy fits a woman
admirably for success in other lines,’ the
spesker continued. ‘There’s a young wo-
man running a pure-food delicatessen shop
on an up-town avenue who makes twice the
income she could get in pbarmacy. Her
course at college instigated further study
in chemistry especially when she found ex
actly bow limited her chances would be in
the drug branch of the science. She made
a study of preservatives, also of mould,
tfungi, and the conditions that belong es-
pecially to food chemistry. She probed
into all the matter of adulterants. The
pure food faddists are thick in the land.
The rich residents send their servants to
order from the delicatessen shop keeper,
but they drop in often themselves for a
talk on their favorite bobby, and she has
goods ard ideas to ruit the case. K:ch
season she adds a new department to her
stock te suit individual orders. One cus |
tomer she has lived at an expensive apart-
ment house in tbe neighborbood, but he
eats nothing on the regular caterer’s list,
only bealth breads, health soups, health
milk, butter, cheese, especially labeled
and dated egge, and even health grapes and
fruits received through Miss B .’s clients. A
woman who graduated in the ssme class
with Biss B. bas a delicatessen business on
the same order in & Western town. They
both write to us for knowledge of experi-
ments made by Berlin and Vienna profes-
sors as to the proof or refutation of certain
facts in their line. And this knowledge is
not so much for actual use in their business
as for hints to their patrons when they come
in to chat serving to keep up interest in
the pure food campaign.

‘A voung pharmacist graduate is now
sole agent for a big medicated soap
syndicate. She’s a bright girl and her
agency is no two-penny affair. She sits in

s pleasant, well-furnished office and plans

circulars and advertising hits. A number
of young men and women of her own pick-
ing, hustle for ber through such territory
as she directs and altogether she is a suc-

cessful woman agent and getting a big
salary. ‘I knew I'd never get anywhere
ia phbarmacy, in a big city,” sbe told me
once, ‘and 1 wanted to live in a big city,
80 ] got this chance and put into it all the
knowiedge I had, and could get, and all
the buriness tact and influence I could
command. I should like to have a busi-
ness of my own, of course, but this is next
door to it and I have a good deal my own
way.’'

*A number of women pharmacists can be
found in tie cleaning and coloring busi-
ness. Up to a few years ago the cleaning
of fine goods shops were tew in the big
towns and were mostly in the hands of
foreigners, French women and Germans
with & *aste for painstakiog work ot the
sort. \Women's and children’s outer gar-
ments especially bave become more and
more costly and commerically valuable of
late years, and gowps and bonnets, man-
tels and walkiog jickets that cost trom
$25 and $50 all the way to hlf a thousand
are weil worth being cleaned and renova-
ted. The business cffsrs twice the field it
did a while ago and American women,
some with knowledge of chemicals and
taste for experimenting in that line, have
gone into it with success. The secret pro-
cesscs in the cleadsing trade are guarded
as carefally a3 more mmportant formulae.
New chalks and fluids are being brought
out all the time for trisl on delicate, light-
colored silk or kid and new washing pow-
ders and dirt varquishers to be used on
fine wool goods. How to take out blem-
ishes and grease spots without destroying
color or tex'ure or what to use to make
the tint come back and the new gloss re-
turn after cleansing are questions well
worth study, and energy, It is not an
unintereting business nor as small a mat-
ter as it uted to be. Curtaios, upho'stery
and rare carpets all come in for attention
and the women proprietors have a good
field.

‘Some women graduates in pharmacy,
have won a success in the inventions and
patents line, getting our bath, toilet and
curative apparatus and attachments in all-
rubber goods that have paid fairly well
They didu’c study rubber nor prae ical
workings of this sort in their pharmaceuti-
cal course, but their being baffl:d in suc-
cess thit way turned their wits 1n another
direction and they accomplished something.
Others have got out cosmetics, skin heal-
ers and youth preservers and an acquaint-
ance, 8 middle aged woman who studied
pharmacy after she was a widow, was in
here only yesterday to say that she had
bad great success with an i1nsect extermin-
ator that she originated and was selling.
Sbe said it wasn’t strictly pharmacy, but
touching on it as near as she could get.

‘A iew woman pharmascists have evolved
into trained nurees all the better and more
thorough for their schoolirg. A few have
gone further and become physicians, and
of course the usual number nave been head-
ed off by matrimony and become pharmac-
ists —extraordinary to the household.’

SOME NEWSPAPER ANECDOTES.

Julian Ralph Tells Some ot His Experiences
Sioce he was, a Correspondent,

Julian Ralph is a noted correspondent,

a budget lecturer and a popular writer. |

He tells many anecdotes of his newspaper
lite and a few of them bave found their
way into the Saturday Evening Post.
Here are some of his interesting stories.

‘Journalism bas put me on the pleasant-
est footing with more than one President
of the U/nited S'ates. The first President
I came to know was General Arthur.
Four or five ofus correspondents were
sent to the St. L.awrence to report his ex-
periences upon a fishing trip. We lived
in the same hotel with him, and in the
morning he share with us the Muskalonge
or the bass he caught on the previous day.
And once it came about that he waited
upon me as it he had been the humblest
man in the land.

‘With another correspondent I had been
keep up late at pight telegraphing, and
then bad stayed up still later over a mid-
night supper. When we came to the hotel
it was past midnight and the entire house
—except the windows of the President’s
suite of seven rooms—was dark and life-
less. His windows were still brilliantly
lighted, for it was his babit to work or
read until very late at night. We tried all
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the doors, and when we came to the last
one, President Arthur opened it and 1-t
us in. We apologized profusely, but he
only emil:d and eaid that his uegro boy
was very tired and gone to sleep he thought
he would rather let us in himself than dis-
turb his servant.

‘You have found very sgreeablz society
bere,’ he said. !

‘No,” we replied; ‘we have been tele
graphing.

‘Don’t tell me that,” he insisted; ‘you
telegraph only about e, and I bave done
nothing for twenty four hours. I prefer
to envy you, and to b:lieve that you have
found some one's society very charming.’

‘To give an idea of the rigid discipline
of a mocern newspaper es‘ablishment I
will recall the trivial fact that when I was
new and green upon the stafl of such a
psper I once missed a train which I bad
been ordered to take. ‘imposeible!’ ex-
c/aimed the editor, when I reported the
fact.

‘Liet ma tell you, sir, that reporters upon
this paper never miss trains.” A month
paseed before I could feel that this cffence
was forzotten, and during that month how
m:ny fests of persistency and enterprise I
performed in ord:r to get back a good
opinion of myselt ! Most of these perform-
ances were never heard of by my superiors.

‘I remember that I was very much elated
over being trusted with such an 1mportant
task as reporting the execution of a negro
murderer at Hempstead, Long Island. I
will not dilate upon the borror of seeing
such a sight for the first time, or tell how
that feeling wes increased by the fact that
the murderer and I recognized one another
as old acquaintances—for he had been a
vagabond who idled about the neighbor-
hood where I bad lived as a child. He
even made a comical face at me as he pass-
me on his way to the scaffold. When the
last scene had been enacted and 1 was
leaving the jail in a leisurely way, I epied
another reporter, upon a rival paper, ruc-
ning at full speed across the plain to get
to the telegraph coffice ahead of me. He
was an old hand and 1 was a boy. He
worked for rich employers and could pay
to keep the telegraph bumsy for hours, so
that I would not be able to send in a word
of my report

I bad no other advantage except what
came of beiog younger than he. I ran
after Lim with all my might, and presently
when we were neck and neck, the plain be-
came & sheet of ice, glaring, smooth as
window glass, difficult to pass over even at
the eslowest gait. Still we forged ahead.
Presently we came to a depression—a
gully—and be kept on the level ground
while I ran into the cutting. He was
beating me ; my streegth and wind were
giving out. Just when I thought I must
allow myselt to be beaten and disgraced, I
saw him slip and slide, and in another
second he bad fallen down the tall side of
the gully to lie stunned and torn and
bleeding at my feet.

‘I am hurt,’ he cried ; ‘will you help me
te the village ?’

*Will you give me the first chance at the
telegraph P’ 1 asked.

‘Yes, I am beaten; I acknowledge it,”
ke answered

So I helped him to the town and looked
after bim—but took care to send my re
peort in ahead of bis.

The same spirit engendered by the strict
discipline of modern journalism actuated
Thomas B. Fielders of the Times, in New
York, and iater of the Pali Mall Gazette,
of London. He had boarded an ocean
steamship at the (Jaarantine Station in New
York harbor, ana had obtained the news
tor which he bad been sent, but when ke
tried to return to his office he was told that
he could not leave the ship until the next
morning. What do you suppose he did P
Sceing a sailing vessel sliding along far
below, but close to the towering side of the
ship on which he was a prisoner. be leaped
over the rai: and down upon the deck of
the movirg vessel. Thus he alone of all
the reporters on that errand was enabled
to reach the city with his news. ‘Follow
your copy if it blows out ot the window’ is
the order printers always give to their ap-

rentices. ‘Get what your sent for if you

ave to go through fire and water’ is the
corresponding injunction of the old hands
to the new ones in journalism.

Not the Sincerest ¥l ittery.

One of the most striking characteristics
of the late Rosa Bosbeur was her good
common sense, and an illustrative anecdote
is now being told of the great French
painter.

At the outset of her career, Mademoi-
selle Bonheur dropped ber hair and
adopted the garb ot a working man in
order that she might visit menageries and
zoological gerdens for the purpose close
study of the animals she desired to paint.

In woman’s dress she could not have
gsined admittance to such places ; she had,

therefore, s good reason for discarding it.
But when eccentricity, and not necessity,
prompted other girls to follow her ex-
ample, she bhad sometbing pointed to say.

&hen presiding over a school of desi
in Parie, the pupils being girls, the artist
was disgusted with the class because,
imitative of their teacher, the young
women had cut their hair short.

*‘Good gracioce I’ she exclaimed, when
she saw them. ‘How you all look ! This

isnot a class of boys. You silly crea-
tures, let your bair alone, and do your
be-t’to retain all the advantages of your
sex.

FEWER ROBBERIES NOW.

(CoNTINUED ¢N PAoE NINR.) :

go: back to his own State, organized a band,
and for some years t'rroriz d a large ex-
tent of country. He was killed by rangers
in a runnine fight in the esstern part of
the state.
rows stretched a long line of knights of
the road, some of them showing great
ability and others not. In general they
were reasonably succeesful. making much
more moboey than they could heve earned
in legitimate pursuits and, so long as they
kept clear of murder, there was nothing
worse ahead of them than a sentence to
the penitentiary, provided always that
they did not resist posses attempting their
arrest.  In such cases they were invariably
killed.

Oae of the most celebrated of them was
Brack Cornett, also ot Texas, better known
as ‘Captain Di k' The Sjuthern Pacific
railway was his special prey. Ie robbed
its trains five times in a year, always ob-
taining a respectable booty Oa one oc-
«a ‘on he cut off the cars of an express
messenger who had resisted him and sub-
sequently mailed them to his victim. After
holding up a train east of Del Rio, he kept
in duress for an hour an aged maiden
school teacher and compelled her to dance
upon the prairie to lewd cowboy ditties,
accompanying himself on a guitar. Captain
Dick’ was killed across a camp fi-e by Al-
frad Al ee, who shot him tbrough tte
beart for a reward of $2 500. Rube Bur-
rows effected the Texas and Pacific road,
hut occasionallyjswi'ched to Illinois Central.
On a train of this railway in 1868 he killed
Chester Hughes, a passenger who resisted
and therefore flad fast from the gallows.
He was captured finilly in Albama and
killed while endeavoring to essape.

Of all the bloody men on the road, in-
dubitably the shrewdest and one ot the
boldest, was John Sontag, of Calitornia.
He was trapped and shot in Sierra Nevada
but not till he had sent four detectives to
their long account. He seemed to have a
genius for detecting detectives and liked
to kill them. His passing left but one
band of organizad train xrobbers in the
country. 'This gang was composed most-
ly of the famous Dalton brothers, a fimily
of dead shots, which had the peculisrity of
shooting rifles . lways with the rifls below
the bip. Holling a gun in this way, Bill
Dalton would account for three men in ten
seconds ata distadce of two bundred
yards. He was notbing less than pheno-
noma!, and on!y a shade better thanm bis
kinsmen.

The Daltons began their career near
Tulare, Cal., where they held up an ex-
press train and forced the engineer to
break open the sate tor them. They got
$10,000. Their most noted exploit was
stopping and robbing a train which car-
ried an armed guard of twenty men. This
was done near Adair, Indian Territory.
The robbers kept such a tusilade thst the
guards did not dare to show a head until
the express car had bezen gutted. One pas-
senger was killed and several wounded by
the flying bullets. Atter their celebrated
r:id upon the bank in Coffsyville Kan.,
when they fought an entire town, Bill Dal-
ton was the only one of the brothers lett
slive, the other two having fallen then.
He was killed in the soutbern part of In-
dian territory not a great while afterwards
in single combat by & min much his in-
ferior 1n quickness and accuracy.

It was ten years atter train robbery be-
ceme a common enough erime before the
lone robber made his appearance. The
first instance ot the kind was the braining
ot Express Messenger Nichols on a Rock
Island and Pacific train near Joliet, Ill.
His assailant was captured, but for some
reason was not hanged. He is now doing
time in the penitentary. Sometime atter-
wards, near Pacific, Mo., one msn bound
an]i gagged an express messenger named
Fotheringham and took from the safe
$100 000. This indwidual’s name was
Wittrock, but he was much better known
as ‘Jim Cummings,’ under which alias he
wrote many letters to the newspapers
while evading arrest. He was finally cap-
tured and served a term in tge
penitentiary. Almost all of the money
was recovered, Wittrock baving been
kept too busy dodging to spend much
ot it. Equally daring was the exploit of
Oliver Curtis Perry, who gained entrance
toa New York Central express car at
Syracuse intimidated the messenger, ab-
stracted $26,000 from the sate, pulled the
bell cord and, when the trained slowed,
jumped off into the darkness.

The ficst successful attempt with dyna-
mite was made in 1889 near (ilendale,
Mo. Four masked men blew opened an
armoured car and got $50,000. Two ot
them, Hedge‘{)eth and Siye, were arrested
and convicted. So effactive was the use of
the explosive upon this occasion that it
may be said to be the parent of all subse-
quent dynamite robberies. In two years
s stick of it became as much a part ot the
roboer’s outfit as his pistcl.

Probably the most unsuccessful attemps
at train robbing in all the annals of the
craft occurred at & water tank five miles
southeast of El Paso, Tex in 1888. The
east-bound Southern Pacific passenger
train stopped there one mght to fill ths
boiler. The large door of the exprees car
stood wide open and inside was a mes-
senger known to associates ss ‘Windy’
Smith. His lamp was unlighted. To the
door came two men, evidently new to the
business, who stood on the prairie, peered
into the dark interior and called upon
whom ever might be there to throw up his
bands. Smith, being totally invisible to
them, picked up a shot gun, poked it
within three feet of them and calmly killed
them both.

From Sym Bass fo Robe Bur-

TO THE DEAF.—-A rich laly, cured of he-
Deafness and Noises the Head by Dr. Nichol-
son's Artificial Ear Drums, has sent £1,000 to his
Iastitute, so that deaf people unable to procure the
Kar Drums may have them free. Apply to Depart-
ment O. Q. The Iostitute, **Longcott,” Guainers
bury, London, W., Knglaund.
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