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E - An Uncanny Maid. Messrs. Peters’ Refusal.

it alone. *‘It you alter that fountain you
will simply destroy what your brother has
bailt” were the words of the expert.

«'As the fountam is to d«y” continued
the mayor *“I have very little intcrcst in it.
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A few weeks ago a rubber store ghost
cre ated qui'e a sensation in the district in
wl ich the alleged baunted store was loca-
¢ :d, The ghost showed a decided fond-
ness for meddling with the gas which it
turned on and off at all sorte o inconv n-
jent times. There were a whele lot of
people who fully believed that some super-
natural sgency was at work, but the man

whose gas bill was increased, by the

ghost’s strange an'ics couldn’t just mske
out why he bad been selected as a victim, |

and : he was decidedly sceptical about
ghosts anyway.

An investigation finslly led to the die-
missal of a female employee by the name of
Connell, and the ghost with a fondness for
light ard heat was laid s0 .to epesk. That
is, it was laid so far as the rubber store
was concerned, but later on it turned up
on Douglas Avenue, just about the time
Hilyard fsmily tcok the Cornell girl
into their employ. Fors time it amused
itself with a bell which ccnnected the ser-
vants rocm with other parts ot the house.
At a'l hours and minutes, the new domestic
would appear before the mistress of the
Louse in rcsponse to a ring at the bell.
When the latter repeatedly assured ber

that she bad not rung, tho' sll bad
howed——tbro” buouud  Uf the  bedi, - the

girl suggested a practical joke on the part
of boys on ths street, but when it was
pointed out that it was not posesible tor the
boys to tamper with the bell without fi .¢

_ entering the house, ringing ceased as the
fomily dido’t appear to take avy stock in
hints of ghostly visitants'

The next demonstration came in tke
shape of a broken windew, and when the
police to wbom the matter was reporied,
investigated, they found that the glass had
been broken from the inside. Later the
lively eexvant produced the stone which
ehe said bad been thrown.

So far the jokes were quite harmless, but
when the family positively declined to
make a ensation out of apythirg that had
occurred, it was clearly time for the
quoncdam ghost to do something that
would liven things up somewbat.

A few dsys ago g¢he dsily papers told of
an attempt to burn Mr. Hilyard's resic-
ence snd later on when the cffair was
looked into 1t was said that the attempted
fi;e was but the prank of a too lively ser
vant who, by the way, was the “*ghost” of
the rubber store.

It appears that when the bell ringing
and stone throwing episodes fell flit the
scrvant resolved to make a sensation
someway, so & few mornings ago while
sweeping tbe porch she called a man in
Mr. Hilyara’s employ and hiting & plack
in the platform showed him a lot of exce-
sior and paper saturated with kerosene,
which stuff the man gathered up and put
away in the barn. Late that evening the
girl came from her room snd enquired if
there was a fire in the kitchen saying she
smelt paint burning. Search was made
and soon the domestic ‘‘discovered” a
small fire under the porch; among the
pieces was found & paper on which was
some paint and which afterwards proved
to have been torn from a paper upon which
a can of paint bad been liid shortly be-
fore.

The servant was dismissed as the family
didn’c care to take any further risks, and
besides there was vo telling what form her
jokes would next assume.

LET WELL ENOUGH ALONE.

The Advice Some Aldermen Give in Re-
gard to the Ferry.

Some alderman in every council has a
hobby of his own. The ferry is Alderman
Colwell’s. He has schemes without number
for the improvement—or otherwise—of
that branch of the city service. He was on
the epecial committee sppointed to form a
bye law governing the pastage of teams
across the harbor and from the warm way
in which he took up the cudgels for the re-
solution it could eaeily be seen that he was
anxious for its passage.

11 the bye law as tormed bad been car-
ried sand enforced there would be plenty
of fun at the terry gates every day. The

heaviest load for a single team was to be
8,000 pounds and for a double team 6,000
pourds and no more. lf it was more the
gateman coula turn the driver back. Then
again these heavy teams could only cross
atcertain times of the tide because it was

alleged that when the tide was low the
teams were put on the run from the boat
to the floats in order to get a sufll:ient
momentum to clesr the summic

Tte remarks of Ald, Christie were very
terse and he had plenty of suppcri from
the cther members discoursging spy in-
terterence with the yresent system. ¢ Let
well encugh slone” wee his advice and Le
did not reem to be disturbed when Ald.
Colwell insinusted that he did not take
the interest in the city business that he
shou'd.

There seemed to be contiderable lack of
information regarding tesm tickets. Some
said they existed, others denied it and the
chairman of the department saii if they
did exist they were not autherzad. He
also wanted to know if ‘‘other animais—at
fire cents each’—a phrase in the bye law—
included elephants !

This seemed to indicate a due want ol
respect for the new bye law and it was *'re
ferred back”—a polite way ot shelving it.
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INVESTIGATIONS CUST MONEY.

The btenogrepber’s Littls Bill for tI  Mc-
Kelvey-tlatk Irqury.

Investigations ccme bigh. The city has
one account ot $40 sgainst it because Mr.
McKelvey laid a complaiot sgainst Coief
of Pulice Clark. In the first time i the
history of investigations a stenographer
was engaged and the young msn who
acted in that capacity was present at both
scesions of the inquiry. He has sent in
hie bill ard one report s:ys thst it is for
$40. If that is correst stenograpby must
psy. But correct or not some of the
aldermen are quoted as ssying that when
another investigation is held the expenses
will bave to be paid. Who wil pay then.?
Must su.h an obstacle coniront ;a poor
man who bas a real grievance against a
city <flicial? Tbat would be bard indeed.
There is no need of ¢xpense either. for
stenograpbers or lawyers. The aldermen
should be competent to judge whether an
cfficial has erred or no: trom the plain
f.cts that they can gather without the
assistance of lawyers.

A city official wiil probably be able to
engage a lawyer to defend him aud the
plaintiff it be is unable to have the bene
firyof such sssistance will feel that he is
at a dissdvantage.

“AN EYESOERE TO THE CITY),

That is What Mayer £-ars Says of the
Drinkiog Fouutsin on Market Square,

«‘Not a thing of beauty but an eyesore,”
are the words of the Mayor in reference to
the drinking fountain on the Market
Square, presented by his brother to the
city of St. Jobn twenty years ago.

This was how it came about. The chair-
man of the city treasury, Ald. Robinson,
brought up the question of Meesrs Stan-
ton’s bi!l for repairing the S:a‘s, fountain,
and in ro doing made a speech in which he
called the mayor’s attention to a promise
he bad made to bear the expenses of the
repairs. The reminder was not a pleasant
one for the chair to listen to, especially
when the Aldermen said, that as his wor-
sbip bad not moved in the matter, the com-
mittce of management had undertaken the
work.

According to his statement Messrs.
Stanton were asked for an estimate of the
cost and they placed it at $110. The tact
that the bill was for $251 25 called for an
explanation and this came out by degreer,
with the assistance of Aldermen Maxwell
and Christie. According to the former the
sandstone was rotten and a new granite
base was substituted. The cost of the
labor was between forty and fitty dollars,
the material about $20 and an ornamental
acorn or ‘‘something” which Ald. Caristie
spoke of as ‘‘(God knows what the design is,
I don’t know,” cost $35. Other incidestals
brought up the account to $251 25 and it
was ordered paid.

But not until his worshp had regretted
the irquisitonal way in which the subject
was brought up. When he made the
promise of looking after the fountain and
having it repaired be proposed to do the
work with the advice ot a competent arch
itect. He bad consulted one but he was
taken ill and he had to await his recovery.
Messrs Stanton had estimated the cost of
what he[proposed to do at something like
$90, but when he went to the fountain
with the architect he was advised to leave

It is an eyesore and not a thing ot beauty
and - I will bave nothing to do with the
bill ”

WaS TIREDOUF IIFE.

——————

Why Margaret Jihuson Tiicd to Commit
Suicide.

To those whose duty or business it is to
attend the police court daily the face and
figure of Margaret Johnson are well knowr,
while to thoss who ecan the police court
news, the unfortunate female’s name is
also very familiar.

Perhaps none of the city's dissolute
characters figure more often in. the court
tban does Margaret, who on Thursday
of this week atterpted & new form of dis-
sipation, which had it not been for the
timely arrival, and good cflices of police-
man Earle, would assuredly bave resulted
fatally for the woman.

Oa Tuesdav Jast she was arrested
for drunkenness and on Thursdsy was
liberated. It seems though as il her spree
had not quite ended for hardly bad
she regained her freedom when she started
in to fir'sh it up mm the way that she
thought proper.

Between twelve and one o'clock Thurs-
d:y morning she was again arrested on
Sheflield street and placcd in the Lower
Cove lo:k up. 4

Three times during the night the woman
made an uneuccess'ul attempt to end her
existence ; the first time using the braid
binding of her skirt, the second, a strip ot
her underekirt as a means of stranguls-
tion. Neither of these provirg satisisc
tory recourse was had to a leather belt
which she wore, and, which she tied to
the grating of the door and then around
ber neck. Stendivg ona bench she ar-
ranged everything carefully and then
jumped from it. She bad bowever
miscaléhlated the .distance end her
feei {cama just to the floor, thus in-
terte ring with ber suicidal intentions. 1t
was just about this time Officer Earle bap-
pened along and was horrified on bebolding
the woman's condition. At first he thought
she was dead but quickly di-covered that
she was only uncorscious, though
nearly choked to death. Aiter be bad
worked with ber a few moments conscious-
pess returned and she seemed noune the
‘worse. On Thursday morning she wes
taken before th3 police court and remand-
ed When asked why she bad made these
attempts upon ber life the woman’s pathetic
reply was that she was “stired of life, tired
of Shiffi:ld street and tired of the jiils.”
There would seem to be an opportunity in

this caee to do a little missionary work and
reclaim the one more unfortunate who
seems 80 thoroughly tired of ber lite and
its surroundings.

Mr.T.0'Bri:n's New Paper,

The St. Jobn Monitor is a new weekly
paper. that appeared last Saturday morn-
ing. Mr. T. O'Brien is the managing
editor. The Monitor is & four page paper
published in the interests of the Roman
Catholic church. Its first issue was looked
for with some interest. Mr. O’Brien’s pub-
lishers are Messrs. Paterson & Co., wko
also issue the Messenger and Visitor. The
two pspers differ in many respects and
ProGress would respectfully point out
that some difficulty might arise should
the matter for them get mixed. Rev.
D: Blick, the talented editor of
the IMessenger and Visitor, would no
doubt relish the opportunity to addrees
the readers of the Monitor but the erron-
eous insertion of an article of his in its
columns might be misunderstood and an
explanation would be awkward. The

friends of Mr. O’Brien are glad to know
him as ‘“‘editor of the Monitor” and they
must be more than pleased with the stren-
uous efforts the San is making to welcome
him to the field ot journalism.

Making a Good Job of it.

The op: rations of the stone crusher on
the Loch Lomond Road bave ceased for
this season. More than a mile of the road
bas been repaired in splendid fastion.
About sixty tons of rock were
crushed in a day and havled by
four teams a mile and a hslf to the place
being repiired. There were filteen men
engsaged besides the drivers and the total
cost ot the repairs to the mile orso of road

was 82 300. The government expect to
continue the work in the epring. If they
complete the work to Loch Lomond they
will find favor in the eyes of the people in
St. Jobn County.

An unpleasant surprise awaited the
Megsrs. Peters wherr they attended the
m -eting of the Commen council Thursday
atternoon. They were confident when
they went there that their tannery business
would be exempt from all t:xition save
that for schools and water for the next ten
years at least. When they 1:ft the council
chamber the matter of exemption seemed
as far off as ever.

When the mayor called the public meet-
ing to consider the request of Messrs
Peters there was no doubt on the mind®
of those present as to what Messrs. Peters
wanted, v.z—exemption from taxation for
the tannery. They did not propcse ex
emption on any part of the ipdustry but
their proposition was & plain one and went
to the council cqually plain—the firm wan'
ed exemption from taxation.

There is no doubt that moist ot the
aldermen know exactly what was wanted,
and few of them knew when they voted on
the resolution off ;red by Ald. Macrae that
he only provided for partial exemption
upon the real esiate, building and plant o’
the concern. This word ‘‘plan.” was
understood to include more than it means.
The Messrs. Peters thought it meant their
stock, manufactured and unmanufactured,
and there is nmo doubt but many of the
aldermen thought the same because none oi
them in their epeeches alluded to the

siight alvantsge Messrs Petors was to re
ceive,

The taxes of the firm last year smoun‘ed
to more than $£900. Something like $110
ot this was for water and the bailding, Iard
a1d machinery we ;. assessel at §8.70),
which would call fcf another $135, to the
balance ot tix hurMred dollars and more
must hive been aspessed on the personal
property. It was)this tsxation that the
firm wished to get s¢d of, not that on tho
building and machigery. When the coun
cil proposed to grapt them the exemption
ex'ept lor schocl taxes and water rates
they were satiefied, because in that event
they would only have to pay forty one
cents on the hundred dollars instead of
$1 55.

Recorder Skinner however drew up his
resolution and memorandum of agreement
in accordance with the motion passed by
the courcil and this only mention:d the
land, building and plant. The littl:ness ol
the aflair began to dawn upon those pres-
ent and one alderman remarked quietly.
¢ If Peters accepts that the city can well
sfford to give it to them.” But two of the
Peters bro.bers were listening to the R -
corder and they too were struck with tte
meagreness of the generosity of the city.
They held & hasty consulta’ion and when
they tound out that they had been exerting
such efforts to bring about a reductin of
ninety or & hundred dollars in their taxes
they were natur.lly annoyed and disap-
pointed.

The opponents of exemption saw a
chance to carry their point and for a time
all the aldermen wanted to speak at once.
A motion was made to hear Mr. Peters
and he was very frank with the council
teling th m the firm expected exemption
on stock in trade as will as on the tools of
trade. He thought he had been led to be-
lieve that and he gave the aldermen to un-
derstand that if the difference would only
amount to about $95 he did not desire
that exemption.

Thie was tomewhat of a poser and yet
there seemed to be a certain air of relief
among the aldermen. They had actcd
hastily when they granted the excmption
and it looked as it they wcre glad of a
chance to crawl out of the diffi ulty for
they were then fully aware of the unpop
ularity of their action.

However, it was not fair to Mesers.
Peters. They are intelligent men and
knew what they asked for and what was
under contideration. If they bad given
Alderman Macrae’s motion proper consid-
eration they 'might not bave fallan into the
error they did. ProGress believes that
the members of the firm were not alone in
thinking that only partial exemption was
intended. It the question had been asked
in any gathering of citizens nine out of
ten would bave said they thought the tan-
nery was to be exempt on its total assess.
ment except taxes for water and schools.
The Msyor was evidently prepared to

combat the intention of the Council and

even while he spoke of the ‘‘delusion” the
Messrs Peters bad been laboring under, he
was somewhat eager to accept th.ir refusal
of such a paltry decrease in their taxes.

Incidentally it was pointed out tbat the
personal taxes ol the members of the firm
on their income alone was $75 and that of
their employees, on income, £193.

Aldeiman Christie likesto cite a pre-
cedent once in a while and be gets a good
many of them from the acts of the old
town of Portland. In this case he pointe
ed out that when Connor’s rope walk was
burned the Portland Council granted ex-
emption on the building and plant but not
on the stock. In the care of the Parks’
cotton factory their valustion for building
and plant was fixed at $50,000 but (hey
had slways been taxed upon the stock.

Cep'ain Keast seemed to speak from the
public stand point when he said ha was un-
der the impression that the new factoiy was
to cust about $40,000 and to employ from
80 to 100 bands. He was not so enthusi-
astic over the $10,000 building and the 2§
hands. :

Alderman Macrae who was responsible
for the wording of the resolution that look-
ed s0 big and was so small, had on his
figuring cap and he calculated thut if the
exemp‘ion Messrs. Peters asked for bad
been their's last year they would bave
saved ninety-smix dollars and hali a cent.
This seemed to clinch the whole business
and the ‘‘whereates” and ‘‘resolved” and
provisos submitted at euch length by Ree
corder Skinner were laid upon the table to
await the acceptaice of the Mesers.
Peters.

Ste Had a Good Time,
One little chorus girls in the Robinson
opera company bad a good time while in
this city. She was attractive ard the young

| men who are off one or two evenings in the

week took turns in making lite pleasant for
her. She could rmile an ice cream or an
oyster supper out of them in a moment and
while they were wailing for ithe same pay
for it in advance with the daintiest
kisses. Is it any wonder she was
much sought for? North and south erd
vied with each other for the favor
of her smiles and when the north end
congidered that be would make sure of her
he would present her with a locke!, a
brooch or a ring. The other members of
the company were ‘‘on” and laughed at
tbe ¢ suckers”. They chatted freely about
the j2welry too and it reached the ears of
Detective Ring who bad been looking
for some missing articles in that line
for some time. He went to Fredericton
where the enchanting damsel had gone
with the company and the interview he had
with her was touching. He “‘touched” her
for the jewelry and ehe was so willing to
return anything she had that the cfficer
could see that if there was guilt ske had no
share in it.

He returned with the jewelry but strange
to say they did not prove to be the miss-
iog articles. The yourg man bad come by
them legitimately.|

A Brave Act Recogniz:d,

The four men who went out in the life
boat and rescued the crew of the Hazel
Dell will be recognizad in & measure when
they get the ten dollars voted each by the
city and have _the engraved resolution
recounting their deed bung up in their
homes, that is what the aldermen did at
their session Thursday and the vote
was passed by all the members standing.
Th2 deed is a daring one and is deserving
of all that was eaid about it. The crew
were Americans of an American schooner
but their lives were in great danger and the
four men who ventured in that raging sea
in that great apology for a life boat will
never have their reputation for bravery
disputed.

Wby Not Pay on Friday,

The 23rd of December comes on Satur-
day this year and all the people who work
for the city wi'l get their pay on that day
so that they will bave tome espare coin for
Christmas. The custom is a kind one but
it would be more appreciated if payment
was made on_Fridsy' instead of Saturday
the last day of shopping belore the great
holiday. No doubt the gentlemen in the
chamberlain’s cffice would be better pleas-
ed too.




