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TONES AND UNDERTONES. 

Mrs. Marie Zahn Lyman of, Boston, has 

been engaged by the Germain street Bap- 

tist church as leading Soprano. Mrs. 

Lyman has done considerable both in 

church and concert work, and those who 

have had the pleasure of bearing her sing, 

state, she possesses a highly cultivated 

voice of excellent quality, and will be quite 

an acquisition to musical cirles here. 

Franc Alfano, a young Italian composer 

of whom great things were expected, re- 

cently shot himself at Monte Carlo, where 

he is said to have lost his entire fortune, 

Herea Darclee, at the head of her Italian 

opera company in Berlin met with so little 

success that the performances were aban” 
doned after a few nights. The Italian im- 
presario decamped leaving the singers 

without funds, and the whole affair proved 

a distressing fiasco. 

Mme. Melba bas reconsidered her de- 

cision to make her first appearance in 
Berlin at one of the Philharmonic concerts 

and will sing at the new Royal Opera 

House, formerly known as Kroll's. She 

will take her own company there, includ- 

ing Mme. Lucia and Andrade the Italian 

baritone to popular in Germany. 

Mme. Sembrich is to sing Margarite 
in French for the first time during the 

winter tour Ernest Van Dyck is to join 

the company in Chicago and announces 

from London that he will sing Tristan 

there for the first time on Monday evening 

Nov. 20. In spite of the prosperity that 
has so far attended the company’s tour 

it bas yet to be established that the troupe 

of Chicago, Boston and perhaps one or 

two other cities than the itinerant or local 

companies which sing in English. 

Alma Webster Powell, who bas been ene 

gaged tor the Castle Square Opera Com- 

pany is an American singer and has rever- 

sed the usual process in such cases. She 

acquired ber musical training here and then 

gained success abroad on the operatic stage. 

She made her debut at Frankfort in 1895. 

The company at the American has frequent 

evidence of the interest which its perform- 

ances awaken in other cities. A commun- 

ication from Portland, Me., the other day 

contained a request that principals should 

be sent there for a performance of ‘Faust’ 

to be repeated during two weeks. A local 

chorus was to be trained for the perform- 

ances. This seems like a deliberate at- 

tempt to snatch away the artistic laurels of 
the Maine festivals. 

Elsa Ruegger, the cellist to be heard in 

New York the week after next, was born 

at Lucerene on Dec. 6, 1881. Her father 

was an official in the Government service. 

He moved to Brussels in her childhood and 

she studied there with Edward Jacobs, a 

celebrated teacher, and was also thrcwn 

into valuable association with Anra Cam- 

pousky, the violinist. She appeared ata 

charity concert when she was 11, and two 

years later made a tour through Switzar- 

land with one of her sisters, who is a pian- 

ist, and another who plays the violin. In 

Berlin she appeared first in 1895, and she 

re turned to her studies afterward in Brus- 

sels, where in 1896, she took the first prize 

Her career which has been highly success- 

ful, has included visits to Berlin, Cologne, 
Munich. St, Petersburg and London. 

Another Italian musician is said to be as 

much honored as ever in his own country, 

in spite of bis hostile criticism elsewhere. 

This is Don Perosi, who is to have a hall 

built in Milan especially for the preform” 

ance of his oratorios. Hitherto his works 

have been sung there at La Scala or at the 

Cathedral. Now the old church] of the 

place, disused for many years, isto be 

converted into a concert ball. Don Perosi’s 

oratorio, ‘‘The Massacre of the Inno- 

cents,” on which he is at work, will be the 

first oratorio sung there. His ‘Birth of 

the Redeemer,” sung at Como, has not yet 

been heard outside of Italy, and in all 
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probability never will be although there is 
in the enthusiasm with which it was heard 

by his country men no note of the distavor 
that charasts rized criticism in every other 

land. Don Perosi couducted the origina! 

production bimself, and to the influence of 

| his personality has been attributed much 
of the success that his compositions have 

enjoyed among bis countrymen. The 
Birth of the Redeemer” is divided into two 

parts, “The Annunciation” and *‘‘Christ- 

mas.” The second part had to be re- 
peated in full, the composer was called be- 
fore the audience in the cathedrsl six 

times, and Kaschmann, the baritone who 

sang the principal share of the music, pre: 
sented to Perosi a crown of silver laurel 

wreaths. The libretto is said to less inter- 

esting than ary previously provided for 
him and to be deficient in dramatic as well 

as religious character. 

A well known English novelist _express- 

es as follows the impressions he received 

from hearing Mme. Melba in ‘Lucia’ 

‘1 went to scoff. I remained to pray. 

I confess my previous folly. A welcome 

change has come over my spirit of opera. 

The tawdriness of Covent Garden, the un 

disguised contempt for dramatic effect, 

the awful penny in-the-slot chorus has 

bitberto kept one way. On my rare visits 

I have shut my eyes end tried to figure 

the singers standing before me in reput 

able ¢vening dress. On Saturday night, 

however, I kept my eyes open as well 

as my ears and was edified. Mme. 

Melba is wonderful. Her voice lingered 

all through Sunday and drowned the 

various Salvation Army bands and other 

bideous kinds of music that psss my res- 

idence on the day of rest. And Mme. 

Melba can act. Were she not bandicap- 

ped by ber priceless voice she might be one 

of our great tragic actress. 1 almost for- 

got the fact that Lucia in the flesh did not 

babitually converse with her associates in 

elaborate song.’—San Franciso Wave. 

Mascagni’s ‘The Maske’ will be ready for 

production at Milan in December, and the 

composer is to return from his eoncert tour 

in time to conduct the first performance. 

Its form gives further evidence of the 

struggle of the Italian librettists of the day 

to add novelty to their work. Ooe of Gol- 

dom’s comedies has been taken as the basis 

of the work. Luigi Illica gave the piece 

its present form. The opening scene re" 

presents the greenroom of a theatre, and 

this episode bas been called by Mascagni ‘a 

scenic prelude.” The manager of the com 

pany comes to his actors, who are gathered 

to meet him. He tells them they are to 

perform a musical comedy. ‘What's that ’ 

cry the artists. ‘Written by Mascagni,’ 

continues the manager. ‘Who's he?’ cry 

the singers. Without noticing them the 

manager distributes the parts to the com- 

pany. ‘You are Rosaura,’ he says to the 

first actress, ‘and you are in love with Flo- 

rindo. You are Pantaloon, her father, 

and, of course, know nothing about your 

daughter's love affairs You are Colum- 

bine, and Brighello makes love to you. 

Brighello is the Doctor’s manservant. You 

are Harlequin.” He hears the singers try 

a bar of the music they are to sing in the 

performance, and after this introduction 

the opera begins. It isin three acts, of 

which the story has already been told. 

The score is said to be modelled on the 

musical style of the last century, and in- 

cludes three dance numbers, a gigs, 

pavane and gavotte played ata masked 

ball, which makes up the second act. 

As serenades are the composer’s strong 

point, one is introduced ; and, in accord- 

ance with the traditions of all preliminary 

announcements on the subject, is declared 

already by those who have heard it to be 

the most beautiful music that Mascagni 

has ever written. The opera closes with | 

a scene in which all the singers bow to the 

audience and say good-night after the 

fashion of the old pantomimes. Milan has 

been selected as the scene of the first per- 

formance become the composer and Son- 

zogno were dissatisfied with the manner in 

which the public of Rome received 

“Iris.” 

TALK OF THE THEATRE. 

Yale's Devil's Auction drew large audi- 

ences to the Opera house on four nights of 

this week. There are a few changes since 

its previous visit but as a whole the pro- 

duction did not equal that of last year. 

The dancing was good, the ladies shapely 

and pretty, the scenic effects artistic, and 

there were other excellent features but there 

was wanting that dash and ficish, the inde- 

finable something that distinguished the 

Auction on its first visit. However it 

pleased popular taste to a certain extent 

and after all that is the main thing. 

Apropos of nothing, why is it I wonder 

that no matter how good a theatrical com- 

pany may be in other towns, or how well 

received, it suddenly loses all prestige 

and glory the moment it reaches St. John. 

Its members may be indefatigable and un- 

tiring in their efforts to please and yet their 

French, English 
and American g4- 
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best work goes unappreciated, and really 
meritorious performances are given to al: 

most empty bouses Some time ago a re- 

pertoire company visited St. Jobn and 

though it didn’t claim to be the great- 
est show on earth, it was a pretty 

smoothly balanced company and the 

female star impressed me as being wonder- 
fully bright and clever. When halt a dozen 
people astured me that it was the ‘‘rank- 
est show that ever struck the city” I was 

naturally a little puzzled for I quite enjoy- 

ed the one matinee performance I had wit- 

nessed. 
The company played, if I mistake not, a 

weeks engagment under very discouraging 
conditions, and no doubt gladly shook the 

dust of St. Jobn from their weary feet. 

Not lorg ago I happened to be in a neigh- 

boring American city which gets the best 
attractions on the road, and passing one of 

its theatres one day I noted that the same 

company was giving a matinee performance, 

and, a little curious as to how an aggrega- 
tion that had been turned down here was 

being received in that city, I dropped into 

the theatre for a few moments. The S. R. 

O. sign was out and I stood through one 

act, just long enough to coivince myselt 

that the personnel of the company was 
the same as when here and that there was 

no change in any particular. Later on I 

made enquiries avd found that big houses 

were the order of the engagement both at 
matinee and evening performances. 
A dramatic writer on an evening paper to 

whom I confided my ideas as to the com- 

panys merit, remarked— ‘Well, for a re- 

pertoire company, I consider it pretty good. 

The star is one of the cleverest little women 

I've seen in that line for a long time, and 
her support is above the average. At any 

rate the show draws, so it can’t be altogeth- 

er bad. It strikes me you people want the 

earth for a quarter.” 

Culbane, Chase and Weston’s minstrels 

wiil give a performance at the opera house 

on Monday evening and as they established 
themselves as favorites during a previous 

visit, they will no donbht get good pat- 

ronage. The balance of the week the 

something- o-graph pictures will be shown, 

ths battle of Mavila and other pictures of 
the Spanish American war, the Interna- 
tional yacht races, and a whole lot of other 

interesting scenes and events being the 
features. 

Ftolliott Paget arrived in New York last 
week after spending the summer at her 
tome in Eogland. 

Harry Davenport and Phyllis Rankin 
will soon return to the London cast of The 

Belle ot New York. 

Po! Plancon arrived in New York last 
Fr.day trom Europe, and joined the Maur- 
ice Grau Opera company in Montreal this 
week. 

Olga Nethersole and her company left 
New York on Friday tor Chicago, where 

they opened last Monday evening in The 

Profligate. 

Z fie Tilbury was burned severely re- 
cently by the overturning of a lamp at the 
resioence of her mother, Lydia Thompson, 

at Margate, Eng. 

Lilli King Lloyd, daughter of Arthur 
lloyd, the English comedian, and grand- 
daughter of the tragedian, Thomas C. 

King, will accompany Sir Henry Irving on 

his torthcoming American tour. 

Sieridan Block has won an emphatic 
success as the Comte de Guiche in Richard 
Mansfield’s production of Cyrano de Ber- 

g:rac. A prominent Boston critic has pro- 
nounced his portrayal a well nigh perfect 
one. 

Mrs. Augustin Daly, much improved in 

health, returned to New York last week 
from London, whither she had gone five 

weeks before to arrange business matters 
connected with the estate of her late hus- 
band. 

Sir Henry Irving, Ellen Terry, and the 

London Lyceum company sailed from 
England on Sunday for this city. On Oct. 

4 Sir Henry laid the memorial stone of the 

new Victoria Theatre, Great Clowes street, 

Lower Broughton. 

Adelaide Norwood, of the Castle Square 

Opera company, made her first appearance 

this season at the American Theatre oun 

last Wednesday night as Juliet. Miss 

Norwood took the place of Yvonne de 

Treville, who was indisposed, and received 

a cordial welcome from the audience. 

Joseph Jefferson addressed Yale under- 

graduates at New Hayen last Monday 

week on the art of acting and the genius of 

Shakespeare, and at the close of his talk 
answered several gnestions propounded by 

the students. He did not think the old 

style of English verse could be revived; 

thought the older plays superior to the 

modern ; approved vaudeville as a needed 

form of amusement for a certain part of the 

public, and was of the opinion that the 
tendency of the modern stage was far above 

that of the stage of the time of the Restor- 

ation. 

FREAKS OF A NFRRASKA CYCIONERE, 

Of Such a Nature That The Men Took to 

Drink, 

The details of the performance of the re- 

cent cyclone at Herman, Neb., are now 

becoming known. Eye witnesses and 

photographs are the most sober testimony 

available. T he statistician gives thirty as 

the number of deaths from violence, but 

the insurance agents are still estimating 

property losses. Herman is about forty 

miles north of Omaha. The inhabitants of 
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this agricultural hamlet had provided their 
houses with cellars and many had built 

specially constructed cyclone cellars. While 

engaged in the day's work, a cylindrical 

cloud formed before their eyes from a clear 
sky. The cry of cyclone gave the impetus 

of terror to their flight and before the 

tempest reached the outskirts of the town 

every villager bad gathered wife and bairns 

about him into his cellar. For a minute 
almost interminable they waited. Then 
the crash came and a succession o! sounds 

resembling the explosion of giant fire- 
crackers told ot the lifting from their foun- 

dations of house after house. 
In one humble home the housewife had 

been accuostmed to place her preserves 

on a cellaar shelt close to the floor of the 

house. These jars extended some inches 

above the outside ground surface. When 

the house was uprooted like a sapling 
and carried a hundred feet the first in- 
vestigator found the preserves intact rear- 

ing their heads above the surtace. An ice 
house was the victim of one of the storm's 

pranks The roof and halt the wall were 

cut away from the back and desposited a 

quarter of a mile away, but the blocks of 

ice were not touched in the least. In the 

photogragh the anxious owner is speculat- 

ing as to the probable effects of the suns 

rays. 

Within thirty minutes from tne climax 

of the cyclone the stricken people were 

seeking consolation in malt and spirituous 

liquors. The photograph shows a line 

an inprovised bar. The burly Dutchman 
to the right is pointing a man to the di- 

rection in which the latter lived only an 

hour before. The principal hotel of the 

village was not touched by the cyclone, 

itself, but suflered from the impact of a 
tree used against its wall hke a battering 

ram. A massive boiler was gathered in 

the arms of the cyclone and whirled up hill 

300 teet, describing about the hotel a par- 

abolic curve and landing in a mass of house- 
hold furniture. The hotel was directly in 

the course but it made a polite detour. 
A piano, the one luxury of some home, 

was carried high in the air a distance of 

300 yards and deposited feet downward. 

The front and tail boards lay beside it, 

torn from their fastenings. A little girl 
was the first to touch it in its new position, 
and her ears were greeted by a kittens 
piteous mew. Waedged in behind the key- 
board was a much disturbed kitten which 
had been caught there in some mysterious 
fashion The children of the village are 
still discussing the kitten’s presence in the 
works of the piano. 
The town of Herman is now rising from 

its ruins with that swiftness for which the 
West is noted, and in a few months not a 
mark will remain of the |blighting hand of 
a Nabraska cyclone. 

Mr. Konomize—You have got a great 

deal of wear out of that broadcloth jacket, 
baven’t you, love P 

Mrs. Konomize—Yes; that’s what I 
don’t like about it 

‘ Wigsby strokes his nose as though he 
loved it.’ 

‘ Yes, he's strongly attached to it, you 
know.’ 
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