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ENGLAND'S RESOURCES

The British reverse at Ladysmith snd
the capture of such a large numb:r of
troops bave raised the question as to bow
many scldiers Eogland bas availsble.
There has been an impression that the
land army cf great Britain is weak but thie
is pot so. The regular army in England
and the colonies at the bepinving of the
year was composed of 171,39t men. The
great bu'k of this force was in the British
Isles. One symy corps is 1n course of de-
spatch to Sonth Africe and the reserves of
that corps alone have been called out,
namely, 25,000 m'n out of a total of 83-
000, forming the kirst Ciass Army
Rescrves.

Very recently the Commander-in Chiel,
Lord Wolsley in a public speech stated
that two army corps could be despatched
to any part ot the world as gnickly as
transportation could be provided, and ar-
o'her corps shorily afterward.

It every regular sollier in Great Britain
and Irelamnd is shipped away for foreign
service the garrirons are st once remanned
by the militis, composed ot 132 493 men,
and the yeomaunry cavalry ot 11 891 men.

In the event o! the militia and yeomanry
being sent abroad to reinforce the regulsr
army, then the government will call out
the magnificent volunteer army of 263,063
men. Needless to tell any military man
that in physique, workmanship, spirit and
intelligence, the volunteers are the grand-
est force Kingland bas ever possessed.

Finally, conservative military estimates
place the number of men in private lite
who have passed through one or other of
the military services ss abova one million.
The above facts prove that the military
resources of England are practically inex-
haustible.

FAILURES OF YOUNG MEN.

The most potent causes of fuilure on the
part of yourg men is a topic that 18 re-
ceiving a great deal of attention from
thoughfu! people in the world todsy 'and
the ex-president ot the World's fair at
Chicago who has had a great deal of ex-
perience in the direction of young men’s
institutions says, that chief among the
causes which bring positive failure or a dis-
appointing portion of half-success to thou-
sands ot honest strugglers is vacillation.
The lack of an undeviating sapplication to
one pursuit is a cardinal weakness in the
younger generation of toilers in almost
every line of effort. The young men who
keep th:ir eyes fised on a definite go:1
never yieldicg an inch until their efforts
are attended with absolute success, are not
as common types as we might wish. In-
domitable will is a quality ot character that
the young man of today mey well afford to
consider and cultivate  Ugiform courtesy
—kindliness ot disposition expressed io
graciousness of coa duct—contributes, to a
larger degree than is generally appreciat-
@1, to the advancement of the young man
who fosters this trait. On the other hand,
surliness and even indifference militate
against the promotion of the one who is so
unfortunate as to allow these repellant
forces to influence his relations with oth-
ers. Politeness is so easy of acquirement
and so profitably entertained that we may
well wonder ite cultivation receives so little
serious attention. Certainly, the failure
rightly to prizs this element of character
gives the key to many a life failure. Th:
disposition to look on work as a task to be
thrown off at the earliest possible moment
is & too common failing, and is the reverse
of that stalwart faithfulness which attracts
the attention and approval of employers

and gains p'omotion and advancement for
those who thus identily themselves with the
interes's of those who they serve. It is
with the young man as with the farmer ; be
best succeeds who plows deepest. To
scratch the eurface of things lightly is nct
enough to insure a bourtitul barvest. The
crop of such a seeding is a failure. Ile
who would win must go deeper, must live
more seriously and with greater determina-
tion and fixadness of purpose.

Electricity as we know it is jast a
hundred years old. In 1799, the Italian
scientist Vorra gave definite form to the
method of producing the current; and it
is from his name that we bhave the term
‘‘yolt meter” to descrive the instrument
which m-ssures the torce of the current
and *‘volt’ as the unite of that measure-
ment, We know several persons who
would like to wait around and see what
developments along this line may be reach
ed at the end ot another century.

The Wagner and Pu'lman companies
have joinad forces, but the public is nct
likely to benefit by the change. Nvither
concrn has becn in business from philan-
thropic motives, and the present high rate
tor sleeping accomodatiozs will undoubt-
edly be maintained. The companies will
make more money and the public will
neither gain nor lose, except as the conso!l-
idation +ff .cts the chance of rate cutting
competition.

Two prominent English writers have
died recently, GRaNT ALLEN, & volumio-
ous and sometimes facinativg author who
touched on many themes but whose best
work was done in bis emliex years and
Frorexce MarryaT daughter of the once
tamous Cuptain FREDERICK MARRYAT,
herself an suthor of many fine qualities.
Her works included ¢‘Life and Letters of
Captain Marryar” “‘Li‘tle STEpnEN" and
““The Heert of JANE WARNER.”

A temporary agreement bhas been resch-
ed between the governments of the Unit-
ed Statee and G reat Biitain, with the ac-
quiescene of Canada, upon a boundary-
iine in the disputed Al:.skan territory.
The line is dra wn across Chilkat Pass, but
the location is immaterial, the miin point
being that lo cel friction is avoiding by an
arrangment which fixes alire without
affecting the claims ot either party.

Ohio and Kentu ky are enjoying politi-
cal campaigns warm enough for the most
ardent pertiean. In both etates the situa-
tion is beautifully mixed and a victory for
either party in either state would be con-
clusive of nothing more stable than super-
ior party management. There is more
msnipulation than genuine discussion of
issues.

The experiment of using coke for fuel
in locomotives on the Boston & Maine
Railroad is said to bave proved very suc-
cessiul. It is cleaner than coal, 18 smoke-
less end dustless, and is free t-om the
sparks and cinders which frequently ignite
dry wood and vegetation along railroad-
tracks.

Tie Boers are ot so ignorant as soms
people would try to make out. Their
system of education is a thorough one and
they take paricular pride in their schools.
One million dellars annuslly is set aside for
educational purposes.

On Janvary first Russia moves a step
forward by using the Gregorian Calendar.
Hitherto Russian time hss been 11 days
bebind that ot the rest cf the Christian
world.

The hero of Manila has surrendered at
last. A widow ot unlimited means and
forty years is his corqueror.

Indian Sommer is athirg of the past and
November winds reign supreme.

News trom the Transvaal grows more
encour?ging

Football is King.

The Partridge Was Bull«t Proof,

A good story comes from the country re-
garding the mistake of a well-known and
popular game warden who fired several

times at what be thought to be a partridge.
When he discovered that he had been pep-
pering at a knot on a pine tree he was so
disgusted with bimselt that it is rumored
he thinks of giving up his job.

In Large Attandance,

The attendance at the Currie Business
University of this city is lirger than ever
for this time of the yeir, Forty-five new
students entered during the past tew weeks,
and there are now about 185 in attendance.

A Conundrum for Priccipal Laiog.

Dear ProGgress: Why are the Boers
like the lady students at the Halitax
Ladies College ? :

Because they bang around Laings Nek.

POEMS OF YESI'ERDAY AND TODAY .

The Harbor Bar,

The stars are bright in Heavens fi mament,
The ocean Jies asleep, no blot to mar

Its surfac~, only here and there the lights
Of ships becalmed, beyond the harbor bar.

F.r down the bay the lighthouse fitful gleams,
Now 1ed, now green, tte sailors gniding star.
Fuoll many a seamen by its light has won
A haven safe, in side the harbor bar.

I sit and smoke and think of days loag past,
When but a child, no cloud my sky to mar,

I launched my barque upon the sea of life,
And ventured forth, beyond the harbor bar.

And now long years have passed, and times decay
Has changed the old surroundings, once so dear,
And tossed about by love, despair, and woe,
My barque’s dismantled, its last anch'rage near.

Through storm and 3alm, the surshive and tte rain,
The light ot faith shone like a guidinz star
All through the Jong, long yvears, and now I steer
For Heaven's light, beyond Dr¢a‘h’s harbor bar.
( HARLES ¥ CINTYRE.

Tre Trackwalker,

With head bent iow ard shoulders stoopod,
And slcw, bome- keeving eye

Fixed on the 1ailg, a sil:n' shape,
The trackwa ker goes by.

A five-mi'e stiip ot grimy stones,
¥ deet! with an ircn band,

Is a1 bis world. June snows that drift
In daisies o'cr the land

He heede not, nor red avtumn ffkes
That rusile down the air,

R+l brlt avo bar to keep in place -
This is hi= only care.

He quite h's task three ct>ps before
Tue rockne train shoots past,

Then stoons, while still the pebbles whirl,
To make a ioose bolt fast,

The ruin hid in sudden flood,
slow rust and silent frost

'Tis his to fend; and men ride by
Xa cu:-hioned east at cost.

O his long morch and lonely watch,
Nor give & backward thoogh

To the bent shsoe snd p cdding fect
Whose toil thelr safety bough.

Morn ia to him a sentry beat
To tresd through sun and rain,
His noon a place to turp ard start
Back into night again.

A ceaseless tr veller #1] his days,
New lunds be ne’er may roam—

In yonder orcbarc is his house,
Aere ".wixt tue rails bhis bome.

Unmourned urmissed, he died to find
(The last 1one wi.es »li t od)
That whoso wa'ks a rai'way rzck
Anght has waiked with Grd.
—William H. Woods.

Must the Leb-ter Go?

We've gazed with resignstion on the passing of the
auk

Nor care a contireata' for the legendary roc:

And the dodo and the biscn and the ornith-o-
r} ynchus

May go and yet the passing brings no shade of woe
10 us.

We entertain np sor-ow that the megatherinm

Forever and forever is debarted, dead srd dumb:

But a wre that hovers o’erus brit gs 8 keen and bit-
ter pain

As we weep to see the iobster vanish cff the cozst
of Maine.

Oh, deas crustacean dainty of the lodge-holes of the
ses

I tune my lu‘e in minor in a thrreody for thee.

You've been the nstion’s marfyr and "twas wrong to
treat you »0.

Ard you mav not thivk we love you; yet we hate to
gee you go.

We've given you the blsz2s and hot-potted you,
and yet

We've loved you better martyred than when living,
now you bet

You bsve no ears to listen, so, alas, we csn't ex-
plain

The sorrow that ven briog us as you leave the
coast of Maine,

Do not fail to mark our feelirgs as we bitterly de-
plore

The pasgine of the hero of the dinner st the shore?

Ah, whel’s the use of living if yvou also can’t sur-
vive

Until you ;ie to furnish us the joy ¢f one **broiled
live ?2'

And w at can e’er supplant you as a cold dish on
the side ?

Or what assuage our longings when io salids you're
denieo ?

Or what can turnish thunder fo the leegislative brain

When rurhless Fste has swept you from the rocky
coast of Mainc?

I sce, and sigh in seeirg, in some distant, future

age
Your yanishing shell re posing under glass upon a
stage,
The while some pundit lectures on the curios of the

past

And daintv ladies shudder as they gsze on you
aghost, ¢

And all the folks tba' listen will wonder vaguely at

The fact that once lived heathen who could eat a
Thing like that.

Ah, that’s the fate you’re facing—but laments are
all in viin—

Tell tke dodo that you saw us when you lived dewn
here in Maine.

—Lewi:ton Journal.

The Seagon’s Scrimmage,

The field awaits. A way with fears,
All hail the soundine ¢l sb—

The wild'ring rush~-the ringing cheerg=
The lin¢ 8’ rebound ng smash.

Be this the watchword : ¢ Eighty-five—
Nine—sixteen—forty-two! 1"

We mark it well a: stout we strive
To wear the black aud blue.

W e know ro South, we know no North,
Nor East nor West we know.

'Neath Harvard elms we sally forth,
And Stavford’s portico.

Qur csuse *Bix bax box hully geel
Whing whang hurra hurroo! 1"

The slogan moves us mightily
Who love the black and blue,

And some will fall amid the fray—
Oh, envied sons of men!

P. rchance, the surgeons helpiong, they
W1l live to fi bt again.

While bl zoned on our college scrolls
W'll write thbem brave and tiue

Who sdd the titles to the rolls
Ot Knights of Biack and Blue.

Qur brothers, ’spite of heat and storm,
Have foueght th-ir way to fame.
At home, in paddled uviform,
we'll emul te their game.
Bring out the arnica and lint,
The splints a d stretchers too,
And cheer us while mid din and dint
We bear 1he black and blue.
- Edwir L. Sabin.

To a Dismond hing.

Thou bauble of tnconst quential size

That gleam: al ke on j )y and on distr se!
Circieof f-te! No cobblestone that 1«5

To make & psve, but caps thy usefuiucss.

If I should crush thee with my heel, should spurn
Thee from my sight, what ma' ers it, I say?

Uuto thy parent earth thou woul st but tura,
And Love and Death woula suli keep on their way

And yet? 6o, little ring! I know thy power.
Mighty, but useless. Ye! 1or my design

Who knows but thou may ru e the fickle hour—
Make some one who is 1«.i. this day be mine.

Go. brilliant messenger, ~nd play thy pait!
1’1l be content if thou ocneath her look,
Wil make the same impression on her heart
As thou hast made upon my pocketbook.
—Tom Masson

ROYAL

BAKING
PoOWDER

Makes the food more delicious and wholesome

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK.

THE HERO OF THE BRAZOS.

He was Orlya Farm Hard but His Deeds
Were Heroic.

Near the city of Hempstead, in Texas,
there lives a farm-hand wbo has proved
himself a hero of peace, and whose pame
sbould be remembered by the people of
his country with 2ll the gratitude they
willingly bestow upon the heroes of our
armies.

(e of the great rivers of Texas is the
Br: zos, a stresm subject to wast floods,
which often rise so suddenly that the
people living near it bave no time to es-
cape the rush ot the waters.

In early times a colony of Franciscan
friars established a mission on a mound
near the bank of the river. They built a
church and a village, and tavght the neigh-
boring Indians. A hostile tribe, however,
swept cver tte country, ravaging and
burning, ard their seemed to be no sslva-
tion for the friars and their converts be-
hind the feeble defences of their mound.
But of a sudden the waters of the river
rose, and terrible floods swept away the
savages, and saved the little garrison.

Then the fri.rs, o the story goes, saw
plainly the working of 1the Lord, and they
called the river which had enveloped them
‘Los Brezos de Dios—The Arms of God.

But the Brszos is not alwavs merciful
Daring the recent fl ods in Texas its wat-
ers played a mighty part in the destruction
of lite and property. One pight, as tie
flood was beginving to overspread the
tarmivg lands, a young man npamed Friz
McGee was wekened by the distant roar.
He rose, hurried out, and after rome diffi-
culty, secured a eingle frail rowb:.at and
started alone on the work of rescue.

All through that terrible night he [work-
ed smong the negro cabins scattered over

the flooded bottoms, and before morning
he bad rescued seventy-five buman beings,
men, women, and children, and gbad con-
veyed them to high snd sate ground.

It is doubtiul whether a single man ever
betore saved so many lives, one by one, in
s0 short a time. Fritz Mc(see, farm band,
rowing bis fragile skiff through the dark-
ness over the turbulent water, is a figure
to stir the noblest tcelings.

The Religlous ***1,t-Machine,”

In the Adirondack Mountaine, at a place
ot popular resort, there is a chapel where
the contributions sre often liberal in the
summer season, but where the contribu-
tions still chiefly consist, as far as bulk
goes, ct emull coins. The rector of this
church, who is 2 man of digrified and min-
isterial sppearance, is accustomed to go
with the Sunday cffering to one of the Lo-
tels, and receive a check for the amount of
it.

Oae Moncay mornirg he was counting
the money at the desk of the hotel cashicrs
and was at that moment scraping together
the nickels end coppers, wbich were in
abundant supply. Just then a bell-boy
came up who seemed to have something on
bis mind.

‘What is it, my little man?’ asked the
rector, in bie most heneyed tone.

‘Beg pardon, sir,’ said tke boy, ‘but are
you the man what runs the slot-machine
down stairs P’

The boy could never understand why all
the people, including the rector, laughed at

bim. The laugh was reaily on the Sunday
contributors to the church funds. Many
clergymen, we have no doubt, will sympa
thize with this supposed proprietor ot the
slot- machine.

¢ dpecialiies.”

All retailers like to have and announce
their specialties ; and sometimes, it seems,
such commercial specialiies may take on
a very genersl character. A travelling
man tells the Washington Star that, while
visiting lately a emall but enterprising
town in West Virginia.(he came upon the
following sign :

¢ THE BEEHIVE STORE,
‘ Ronceverte, W. Va,

‘Dealers in General Merchandise and
Country Produce of Every Kind. SPEC-
IALTIES: Coffins, Caskets and Burial
Supplies; Salt, Bacon and Lard; Hides,

Furs and Live Foxes.’

In addition to these somewhat diverse
specialties, the proprietor of the store car-
ried on the business of a fire insurance

agent.

She was iu Earnest,

‘When she will, she will, you can de-
pend on’t,’ is a line which many men have
quoted of msny women. The saying is
often unjust, and the woman is often justi-
fied, but now and then the cap fits per-

| tectly.

Not ong ago a fast express was bow-

ling over the eands ot Arizona. Just bow
it happened was f equently explained snd
never understood, tut as the train sped
alorg the side of a parched river, it eud-
denly 11t the rails, rolled down the bank
and lsnced in three feet of muddy water at
the bottom of the river-bed.

Within the cars there was some natural
confusion. Men, women and Junck-boxes
were thrown into a heap, and not an um-
brella nor parcel was left in the racks.

One by one the occupants of the rear
car extricated themselves from the mass,
and sought for means of escape, while

stenching various wounds caused by
brok:n glass, Every exit was jammed
tight. Just then, in the midst of the
doubt » nd confusion, rose a woman’s voice
in emphatic demand.

‘Let me ont! Let me out! Tf you don’t
let me out, I'll break a window.’

INJURY T) THE EYFES AT SCHOOL.

-

Some Reasons why Clildren Have Dee-
fective ¥ yesiglit.

Much attention has been given during
the past few years to the eyesight of chil-
dren. Tests of vision bave been made
schools sll ovir the woirld, and the results
have been astonishing, if not alarming. It
bas been proved that thort-sightedness
exists among pupils in school and colleges
to a much greater extent than was sup-
posed, and what is more disquieting, the
number of pupils who have detective vision
seems to be eteadily growing larger.

Another fact brought out by such tests
is that the proportion ot tho®e suffcring
from imperfect eyesight increares with the
advance in studies, being least in the low-
est clasees and greatest in the highest.

A German investigator discovered this
thirty years ago as the result of an exim-
ination of ths eyes o! ten thousand students
in the schools at and rear Breslau. In the
primary echools be found about six in
every hundred children suff ring from poor
eyesight; in the intermediate schools the
number of near-sighted pupils had in-
creased to more than ten per cent., in the
bigh schools to twenty-six per cent , while
in the uuiversity six'y students out of
every hundred were myopie, or short-
sighted.

A similar ascending scale of defective
vision has been noted among school chil-
dren in other countries, al hough the pro-
portions are not so high anywhere else as

in Germsany and Russia, a lact explained
by tha exc ssive strain put upon the eyes
in readirg German and Russizn characters.

Thta tbe preval:nce of defcctive eye-
sight among children is iu great part due
to the overstrainine ot a weak organ is not
open to qaestion Usskilied lasborers, and
others wuo heve not been obliged io strain
their eyes in early lite, have usually good
eyesight, but skilled workmen, type-setters,
and so on, who use thcir eyes lor close
work and begin to learn tkeir trade yvoung,
are ofen near sighted.

Dr. Cisey A. Wood ot Chicago has re-
cently drawn attention to the straio put upon
the eyes ot very young children by certain
ot the kindergarten tarks; but ths subject
is too mmportant and too large to be com-
pressed intu a siugle article, and we must
consider the means of protecting the eyes
in another article.

Well Done.

At half past two in the morning, not
long ago, the crew of a train on the Dela-
ware Railroad discovered that the signals
at Gain’s Crossing were set to stop coming
trains in both directions.

Aaq investigation was made and the block
operator was discovered at his desk in the
tower, bleeding and unconscious. He had

been assaulted and robbed, but betore los-
ing consciousness he had managed to set
the signals that prevented the possibility
ot collisons. We are inclined to prophesy
that the world will hear sgiin from this
brave young man.

Not Contagious,

The reminiscences snd recollections of
W. G Grace, the veteran Eaglish cricket-
er, contain at Jeast one good story—a joke
msde by Tom Emmett, a famous bowler.

Oce Saturday atternoon Emmett was
bowling for his club, but the fielders drop-
ped catch atter catch with ruch systematic

persisterce that he lost his temper, threw
the ball on the ground, and said :

*I’m not Soing to bowl any more.
There’s an epidemic on this ground, but
thank heaven, it ain’t catchin’!”

DyeiNG AND CLEANMING ot all descrip-
tions done at shortest notice. Don’t for-
get that out laundry work is the best.
Telephone or postal and we'll call at once.
28 to 34 Waterloo St. Phone 58.

¢ This,’ said the medical student, as the
echo of the boarding house gorg resound-
ed through the corridors, ‘is where wa
get our bone and sinew.’




