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Jean de Reszke's friends are loath to 
believe that he is in any way responsible 
for the presence of M. de Nevers Amer- 
ica and the disagreements which have 
followed his criticisms of the Maurice Grau 
Opera Company. M. de Reszke is too 
much above the necessity of any suck 
championship. His own glorious achieve- 
ments stand for themselves and are, #0 
far as faxe is concerned, a monument 

more enduring than brass. But bis former 

associates in the company could never be 

made to believe this. He bas for some 

years been the subject of so much praise 

from M. de Nevers in the French news 

paper, of which the latter is occasionally 

the London correspondent, that after the 

fashion of artists the other tenors believed 

that no word of praise could be uttered in 

favor of them and they looked upon the 

presence of the great tenor’s friend here as 

a certainty that this process of praise at 

their expense would be continued this 

year. It needed only the Boston episode 

to convince them that their apprehensions 

were well founded. M. de Nevers’, ex- 

planation is that he said there were no 

tenors in the company to be compared 

to ‘Mmes. Calve, Sembrich and Eames’ 

in their sphere. The reporter to whom 

these opinions were expressed is a Har 

vard undergraduate and a man of culture 

and breeding. He appeared before the 

congregation of tenors in Maurice Grau’s 

private office and repeated what had been 

said to him. The tenors stared with open 

eyes, ‘and there were some things’ he ssid, 

‘which were much stronger. I could never 

have put them into the interview.” Then 

the reporter looked about him and said 

that he would not repeat the remark re- 

ferred to in the presence of M. Dippel. 

He finally consented, in response to Mr 

Grau’s urgency, and the remark was trans- 

lated into French for his benefit. Every 

other demonstration that had preceded this 

episode was as nothing compared to the 

scene that followed. M. Dippel turned 

white with wrath and nearly fell eff his 

chair. , Then he recovered himself and 

expressed his indignation in much more 

militant fashion. M. Van Dyck, who bas 

known M. de Nevers for some years, once 

received an opera from him during the sea- 

son of opera at Covent Garden, for the 

writer is also a composer of talent. ‘Only 

the day after the opera was submitted to 

me,” M. Van Dyck said, ‘I read a criticism 

in a Paris newspaper in which M. de Nev- 

ers said that all the other tenors at Covent 

Garden were, in comparison with Jean de 

Reszke, mere choristers. Of course I re- 

turned the opera to the composer, with the 

explanation that I knew he would not care 

to risk the fate of his work by leaving it to 

a mere chorister.” If the present dispute 

between M. Saleza and M. de Nevers has 

any sequel in France, news of it will be 

received here in due time; bnt the conse- 

quences will doubtless be no more serious 

than such incidents in the operatic world 

usually are. M. Saleza’s rank in bis pre- 

fession is beyond question. M de Nevers 

is known as a man of culture. He has 

made a name as a writer on musical topics 

and composed some songs that have met 

with success. He is an accomplished 

linguist and speaks and writes in pearly 

everyjEuropean langusge. The Boston 

reporter was probably too inexperienced 

to know the important things that should 

fe leit unprinted in interviews with oper- 

atic celebrities. 

Two women connected conspicuously 

with the Maurice Grau Opera Company 

met in 8 Western city. One of them bad 

just arrived from Europe and the other 

bad missed no trying detail of the long 

journey through the country. It was the 

latter's good health that astoniahed her 

friend. ‘‘How” she asked, ‘‘have you ever 

been able to live through so much travels 
em) 
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80 many chang: s of temperature and such 

hard work without breaking down in health 

or voice ?” The otber one gave ber a very 

remarkable explanation of the means by 

which she kept in condition. ‘One day, 

she ssid‘ ‘‘we sang in a western city and 

the weather was the coldest of the year. 

The day after we went to a place only a 

few hours’ ride away, but it bad grown so 

much warmer during the night that the 

weatber was summery, I felt certain that 

I was going to be ill and was on the point 

of declining then to sing, but I concluded 

to wait until the next morning, went to my 

r,om had my maid draw such a bot bath 

that I could scarcely put my hand in ft, but 

soon found that I wae able to get into the 

tub by taking the process very slowly. 

The next day I was well of the impending 

cold ond decided that I would repeat the 

experiment as a precautionary measure. 

From that time on I never missed a day. 

Temperature varied in the different places, 

but I made it a rule to spend at least balf 

an hour every day in a temperature that 

did no change, because I had the water 

tested by a thermometer before I got into 

it and saw that it was always the same To 

thet ample device I attribute my keeping 

in such good health and totally escaping 

the colds some of the others had. 

Adelina P atti is spending the winter in 

London on account of ber husband's 

bealth. Baron Cedarstrom is ill and re- 

quires the services of London physicians. 

Mme. Patti was said to be in remarkable 

voice at her last London concert, and she 

is in excellent health. Mare Tempest de- 

clares that she is finished forever with 

comic opera and will sing this spring in 

Covent Garden. Mme. Melba has sung 

in ‘Lucia di Lemmermoor’ and ‘La Travi- 

ata,’ in Berlin, Her Mnging of the cad- 

enza in the mad scene was highly praised. 

Both she and Signor Andrade, who ap- 

peared with ber, were called sfterward to 

the box of the Emperor and Empress Sig- 

nor Audrade is a great favorite in Berlin 

and the emperor commsnded a perform 

ance of ‘Don Gievanni,’ in order that bis 

wife might see the Italian singer in that 

opera. Mme. Melba is to give a series of 

concerts in Russia and will also sing at 

Monte Carlo later in the season. 

TALK OF THE THEATRE. 

A warm greeting was extended to the 

Valentine Stock company when it began 

its engagement at the Opera house on 

Christmas day. The audience which as- 

sembled in the afternoon and evening 

filled the house to the doors and at the 

night performance ot Young Mrs. Win- 

throp, standing room could hardly be 

obtained by late comers. The company 

made a most favorable impression upon its 
first appearance and the principals have 

established themselves strongly in faver of 

St. John’s most critical theatre goers. 

Mr. Edward Mawson is the capable lead- 

ing man and he does his work artistically 

and conscientiously. Mr. Charles Flem- 

ing, a son of May Agnes Fleming the 
novelist, is a prominent member of the or- 

ganization and his work in All The Com- 

torts of Home has been warmly com- 

mended. Miss Jessie Bonstelle, Misses 

Kate and Anne Blancke are not only 

actresses of exceptional talent and ability, 

but are personally attractive and have al- 

ready wor a warm place in public esteem. 

They have some beautiful gowns and 

know how to wear them. The company 

bas several other clever people and the 

performances throughout the week have 

demonstrated that in the Valentine Stock 

Company the Opera house management 

have secured an attraction of unusual merit 

and one that cannot fail to please in every 

way. All The Comforts of Home, Young 

Mrs. Winthrop and A Scrap of Paper 

were the bills for the week. At the 

matinee this afternoon Young Mrs. Win- 

throp will be given. 

The Fiske Jubilee . Singers will give a 

sacred concert at the Opera house on Sun- 

day evening, January 7. 

Joseph Jefferson has gone to Florida to 

spend the winter there. 

Israel Zangwill's forthcoming novel, 

“The Mantle of Elijah,’ will be dramatized 

for production by Liekler & Company. 

Marie Burroughs’ wedding to Dr. Albert 

E. Sterrie of Indianapolis has been post- 

poned indefinitely because of her serious 

illness. 

Fanchon Thompson, now in Paris, is 

engaged to be married to the Count de 

Dion, well known in French society, poli- 

tics and sport. 

Mrs. George Gould (Edith Kingdon) 

will appear with amateurs in theatricals, 

during the Christmas holidays, at Mr. 

Gould’s Lakewood estate, Georgian Court. 

The betrothal of Charles Richman to 

to Jane Gray of Troy, N. Y., bas been 

announced. There is al*o a current rumor 

that Mr. Richman may star next season. 

Isa Bowman, the original Alice in the 

stage arrangement of Lewis Carroll's 

Great 
Bargains 

ok I ci 

Millinery 
Our entire stock of Trim- 

med Hats, Toques and 
Bonnets at greatly reduced 
prices. 

CHAS. K. CAMERON & C0, 
77 King Street. 

‘Alice in Wonderland,” will soon publish 
reminiscences of the late Mr. Carroll. 

Fanny Rice's new play will be called A 

Wonderful Woman. George Marion will 
stage the production. 

In De Wolf Hopper's forthcoming re- 
vival of The Charlatan, under the title of 

The Mystic Miss, at the Comedy Theatre, 

London, Jessie Mackaye will have the role 

of Katrinka, in which she made her debut 

in comic opera, and scored a decided hit 
at the Fifth Averue Theatre last spring. 

Pezzana, Duse’ first teacher, is retiring 
from the stage. She may, however, yet 

visit America. But she will no more be 

seen on the Italian stage. She was the 
first Italian actress to introduce natural 

acting and diction in Italy. In character 

she was, and still is, proud and of a soli- 

tary nature. She never sought applause 
nor admiration, though few artists bave 

been so much admired as she was. Then 

she would take a sudden dislike for the 

stage, and would go and bide herself in 

some obscure corner of Sicily, and would 
perbaps return after a couple of yearsspent 

in seclusion. And now she has said good- 

by to the stage for good, but she has not 
said go od-by to the art. No, she is now 
visiting all the chief towns in Italy, recit. 

ing selections from Dante and Homer. 

Correspondence from Italy to the Mir 

ror says: 
‘A French Hamlet always runs the risk 

of being ridiculous. A female Freneh 

Hamlet is necessarily ridiculous.” So says 
a well-known critic, and he is right, as 

every one must acknowledge who has seen 

Bernhardt in the part, which she traves- 

ties and nothing more. In Italy, where 

she is usually considered a goddess of her 

art, her Hamlet is a dismal failure, and au 

almost empty house is the result when- 

ever it is announced. Even her reading 

of the part is most monotonous and the 

whole performance lacks unity of style. 

All she cares for is scenic effect. The 

philoso phic character of the part she totally 

ignores. Some of the scenes, indeed, are 

more fit for the vaudeville stage than [for a 

serious stage. As represented by Bern- 

bardt, Hamlet becomes a mere blaze of 

modern society. The public, in fact, were 

so disgusted—1or Italians understand and 

adore Shakespeare—that they left the 

theatre before the end of the "performance, 

not being able to sit out any more of it. 

‘Why not play Falsteff at once,” cried 

some, ‘and Don Giovanm P’ 
Bernbardt is not the first female Hamlet 

they have had in Italy, and not one has 

been successful. The best female Hamlet, 

so far, bas been Pezzana, but even she is 

not so[successiul as male Hamlets. Italian, 

do not like to see women in men’s roles, 

altbough they are accustomedjto see wo- 

men sing and act young men in operas; 

contralto voices being usually assigned to 

such roles, as in Faust and Lucrezia Bor- 

gia. Anyhow, Italy won't have a Bern- 

hardt Hamlet, and the sooner she casts it 

from her Italian programme the better for 

her treasury. 

Rejane is very successful, on the other 

band, especially in Zaz to}which she gives 

quite a different reading from other ac- 

tresses we have seen in the part. Rejane 

is not pretty, but she is what Italians call 

simpatica, and what the French call troub- 

lante. Then she dresses well, according 

to the part and its progress from low to 

high Parisian life. 

Says the Dramatic Mirror of recent 

date regarding the duty on threatical 

printing. ‘This week The Mirror prints 

another interesting communication on the 

SPECIALTIES 
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RT oe pl ye wast cash J" 
I you require any article whatever which is not 

to be found in the regular stores, write us and we 
will quote you all confiden- 

Tas Uxivansas Sracravry Co., P. O. Box 1143, 

subject of Canadian dity on American 
theatrical printing from one who under- | 
stands the situation. 

«The Mirror recently, using &s a text | 
complaint about the scarcity of first-class 
aramatic attractions in the minor cities of 

Canada, explained the reason why Amer- 
ican managers of good companies are 
averse to playing any but the leading cities 
of Canada. The oppressive an inadequit 
able duty on printing keeps out of the 
Dominion many attractions that would 
play the intermediate cities tothe own pro- 
fit and the profit of local managers it the 
objectionable duty were abolished, or even 
if it were reasonably modified Following 

the article in The Monitor, a Montreal 
manager urged an objection to it on the 
score that it did not apply legitimately to 
that city, where first-class attractions play 
to profit without reference to the tax. This 
objection was not well founded, as the ar- 

ticle in The Monitor assumed that Mon- 
treal and Toronto, at least, were profitable 

points in spite of the duty on Printing. 
“It would be bardly pertinent lor mana- 

gers of theatres in the two or three large 
cities of Canada that are visited by many 
American companies to ignore a condition 
which although it may not seriously affect 

their individual businesses, is at once a 

reproach to Canada and highly injurious to 
the theatres in the larger number of its 
cities. On the contrary the managers of 

theatres in the smaller cities, with a view 

to concerted action to secure legislative re- 
lief from an obnoxious law which appar- 
ently has no local justification, although it 

may have been enacted as a protective 
measure. Certainly the repeal of the law 

or its equitable modification would result 
in benefit to the managers even in the 
principal cities. 

“In the communication published in The 
Mirror this week itis stated that the tax 
bas no defenders even among the Cana- 
dian printers, for whose benefit it osten- 

sibly is levied. One of the largest of these 
local printers himself has been to Ottawa 
on two occasions, and argued for the re- 

peal of the law, which exacts a duty of 15 
cents per pound on lithographic paper, 

whereas there is practically no lithographic 
printing done in Canada, and thus no 

‘infant industry” is nurtured by the tax. 

It would be sufficient to levy a reasonable 

tax on type work, which can be executed 
as well, and as cheaply, perhaps, in Can- 

ada as elsewhere. Travelling managers 
could not object to such a tax, while their 

complaint as to lithographic work is fully 

justified, and the tax levied upon it re- 
acts upon the theatre managers and public 

of Canada, while it in no way benefits 

local printers. 

A Wise Precaution, 

Husband : ‘My dear, I want to ask you 
one favor before yon go off on that long 

visit.’ 
Wife: ‘A thousand, my love. 

is it P’ 
Husband : ‘Don’t try to put the house 

in order before you leave.’ 
Wife: ‘It isn’t hard work.’ 
Husband : ‘Perhaps not; but think of 

the expense of telegraphing to you every 

time I want to find anything.’ 
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We Wish you a Merry Christmas, 

We also wish you to know that we do 

the best laundry work. Neckbands re- 
placed and also hosiery mended. Ungar's 
Laundry, Dyeing and Carpet Cleaning. 

Phone 88. 

28 to 34 Waterloo street. 

EVERY WEAK MAN 
SHOULD send for a Descriptive Treatise on the Modernand 
Successful Treatment of Nervous Diseases and Physical 
Weakness in Men, including Premature Exhaustion and 
Loss of Vital Energy, with other allied affections by local 
absorption (i.e., without stomach medicines). Revised and 

in progress with the most advanced researches in the sub- 

ject, together with numerous recent testimonials showing 

successful cures. Write at once and grasp this opportunity 

of being quickly restored to perfect health. Sent in a plain 

sealed envelope, free of charge.—E. NORTON, 59 & 60, 

CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, ENG. Estabd. over 30 years. 
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For something nice and useful for 
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A visit to ALLAN’S WHITE PHAR- 

MACY will fully repay you. My assort- 

ment of Perfumes, from 10c. up, 18 mce 

complete. Dressing Cases, Military Sets. 

Ebony Goods, Atomizers, Puff Boxes and 
Puffs, Finest French and English Soaps, 
Pomade Jars and numerous other useful 
articles. 
A special assortment of finest HAVANA 

CIGARS, 10, 25, 50 and 100 in a box. 

SEE MY WINDOW DISPLAY. 

Telephone 239. 

REMEMBER THE STORE, 

Allan's White Pharmacy, 
87,Charlotte Street. 

New Christmas 
Catalogue 

with over 

460 illustration 

Will be sent 

FREE | 
to any address on receipt of 2c 

postage stamp, 

As a book of interest it is 
worth all of a dollar, not to 

speak of the saving it will be 
to many to have our estab- 

lishment brought to their 

very doors. It represents 

much of the genius of Japan, 
Germany, Austria, France, 
Great Britain, United States 

and Canada, in the world of 

Dolls, Toys, Fancy Goods, 

Baskets, Games, Musical In- 

struments, Sporting Goods, 
and hundreds of Holiday 

Presents. 

WRITE AT ONCE. 

The 
6G. A. Holland & Son Co, 

Manufacturers and Importers, 

MONTREAL, 
Established 1843. CANADA. 

CALVERT’S 

CARBOLIC 

OINTMENT 

sunequailed as a re mady for Chafed Skin, Piles 

Scalds, Cuts, Sore eyes, Chapped Hands, Chilblains 

Earache, Neuralgic and Rheumatic Pains, Throat 

Colds, Ringworm, and Skin]Ailments generally. 

Large Pots, 1s 13d. each, at Chemists, etc, with 

Instructions. pe 

Illustrated Pamphlet of Calvert's Carbolic Pre 

parations sent post free on application. 

F.C. CALVERT & CO. Manchester 

Dr. Harvey's Southern 

RED PINE 

Cures Golds 
25c. a Bottle. 

Harvey MgxproiNg Co., Mirs.. 

Montreal. 
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News and Opinions 
OF 

National Importance. 

The Sun 
ALONE 

CONTAINS BOTH. 

Daily, by mail, - =~ $6a year 

Daily and Sunday, by mail, $8 a year 

‘The Sunday Sun 

is the greatest Sunday Newspaper in 

the world. 

Price 5c. a copy. By mail, $2 a year. 

Address THE SUN, New York. 


