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One rainy day—and that the last—was 

all that the weather had to say against the 

exhibition. The result was an attendance 

within a few bundreds of 60,000 or an 
average: of 6,000 people a day. This is 

considered good. ‘for St. John but it is not 
whit the Iriends of the snnual fair would 

like to see it. 
From this standpoint the show was an 

undoubted success—tbe crowds of people 
were in themselves the most imteresting 

feature. How keenly those who had an 
opportutity to stroll around and watck the 
different types of men and women erjoy 

themselves can bardly be told, “I came 
to see the crewd net the ebow,” 

was 8 frequent remark ‘from those 
who were paying their secomd and 
third visit to the grounds. Amd truly 

the throng wear well worth seeing. ‘Que 
d y the folks from Nowa ‘Scetia pour- 
ed in by stesmers and trains and they 
owned the place while in the city; snoth- 
er day it was the North ‘Shore that csmped 
out om the grounds and made up their | 
minds that they could stand ‘the 24 hours 
that it took them to travel from and ‘to 

bome and -emjoy sli'the sights. Western 

New Brunswick, St. Stephen and Freder- 

icton, to say nothing of points between St. 

Jobn and Amherst -each had their excur- 

sion end the capacity of the railroads was 
taxed to the wmtmost. When it was pes- 

sible to come and eee the big show for 

about & ‘quarter of tbe usual return fare 

who would rot teke advantege of the 

opportunity ? 
There were many difierent ways of 

spending cents and dollars at sll parts ot 
the grounds. The fact that-a'first invest- 

ment might enly be a cent on the automatic 
weighing machive was mo indication of 

what was te follow. It was curious how 

many people were anxious about their 
weight. Parents with their children af- 

forded them a cheap bit of amusement 
when they placed them on the platform vnd 

a copper in the ¢lot. The next stop might 

give them a free cop of coffee—which *de 
pended upon whether the supply was short 
or ret—but then the candy and ginger ale 

booths that were next encountered relieved 
both the monotony and the pocket books 
To the left one might irdulge in literature 
in the shape of a pretty illustrated book 

and on the wight a stock ot glass ware 
might ‘be bad—pliin or colored—with 
initials or :mames or apy dnscription «ne 

graved upon it ‘while you waited.” Toen 
the talker with the pens, the artist who 

could cure a-headeche in two minutes with 

an electric shock or refund you double the 

charge—one c¢ent—to eay nothing ot 

fortune telling and palmists booths: all 
these were the introductions to the visitor 

in the space betwien the main entrances 

and the exit which led to the show grounds 

beyond. 
There the woices of the rivals side shows 

made a lively din. Slater and a number of 

othere had esscured epace and they had 

canes and umbrellas, jack knives and what 

pot for the peqgple to throw rings at. It the 
Tings went over a cane or a knife the same 

belonged to the thrower but the margin ot 

chance was very largely in favor of the 

man wko ran the thow. To stimulate com- 
petition at the fivish dollar bills were hung 
on the jack knives and the rings were de 

creased in sizs. Six throws for five cents 

was the cry and many a poor chap ped- 

dled away his emeall charge on the chance 
cf making a *‘bone.” 

Strorg lusty fellows from the farm found 

great altraction in welting s way at a spring 

post wich when bit in the right way sent a 
small weight to the eight of 28 or 30 feet 

send struck a gong. Ten cents for three 

blows and when tbe gong sounded three 
times in succession the striker got a cigar. 

+ £34 these cigars! The money that this ec- 

prise brought 10 tbe owner was aston- 

ishing. TLe sound of the gong striking 
was always drawing a curicus crowd and 
then a small assietant was busy when no 

cne else was handling the mallet, showirg 
the strong young men how eesy it was to 
send the weight up to the gorg. 

Opposite these * gift ariiets” a young 

man and woman took turns, ove doing the 

mind reading act and the other showing 
+ les with cards. Of course the pack was 
167 sale aiterwarc—only five cents—and 

there were seven or eight cards in the 

envelope. 
This was almost as bad as “Kelly,” the 

Side Shots at the Show. 
medicine wan) who ways a perfect talking 

mschine— His “Now folks” coull be 

heard at all ‘hours of the day and his 
scheme was almost too bare faced to take 
in anybody. But audaci'y, and a certain 
amount ¢f ready wit and persuasive elo 
quence ra all that are necessary to draw 
whe dollars from the pockets of lots of 

people. Kelly was an artist in these re- 
spec's. He gave away a belt that cost but 

a few cente—it that much—sud then to all 
holders of the belt he would stil a bottle 
of medicine for a dollar. The bottle 
was simply a two ounce vial 

filled with @ dark colored liq iid and what 
it wouldn’s do in the way o1 cures cou'd 
betold ina very few eeconds—according 

to/Kelly. He drew cemparison’s between 
‘seme of the ills in the buman family to 
loathsome disésees in brute creation and 
the way the dollars found tbeir way into 

tis grip when be got hus sudience worked 
up wat a caution. Hie made enough money 

to Jast him all winter and have a start im 
the spring. 

| The merry-go-round was the delight of 
the children and a great money maker. 

There 18 no doubt that it took in as many 
dollers as amus:m st hall while the big 

crowds were prasent. 

This detcription gives some idea of the 
outside featur s of the show—the money 

m ders and the tekirs. Toere was oa 
whet] of fortune and no long maned horse. 

Ewen the two headed calt and such ques- 
tionat le attractio s were absent this year. 

[a tbe main building the phonograph could 

be heard bere and there ; attractive young 

ladies sold baking powder and candy and 

one booth was dencted to some chinese 

wares and the kiesirg bug. This latter 

was quite an ingenious contrivance and 
irom the governors and supreme cout 
judge to the carious young girl proved a 

great surprise. Two ladies fainted when 

they examined the sm: envelope and one 

old gentleman wae so ticklsd with the shock 

he go: that he got balt a dczen lor as many 

young ladies and mailed them on the 
spot! It would hardly be fair to describe 

the ‘*bug™ as that might spoil the sale—it 

there are any left. 
Messrs. McClaskey had the candy sell 

ing privilege and they must have dene 

well. Their advertisement was a splendid 

one, their booths attractive and their goocs 
put up ir a tempting fashion. It is un- 

necessary to say that they were good. 

Two workers in gold were in oppositica 
and many maidens carricd away ther 

name 1n the shape of a brooch. 

The gorg of a fire alarm would tell 
the people in one of the galleries that Sam 

Ritchie's show— the panorama of the St. 

Jobn fire—was in cperation. And Sam’sde- 

scription of that great corfl.gration was 

one the fea'ures of the representation. 
Currie’s business college always pro- 

vides good music in connection with its 

booth. This year two travelling Italian 
musicians—father and daughter— helped 
to complete their programme. They were 

a tists on the mandolin and when not in 
the booth many a dime, quarter and balf 

dollar cid they win from the 
po. kets ot the people in the hotel 

offices. The girl was pretty and persua 

sive and could give pointers to the cham- 

pion Salvation Army lass when it came to 

passing the collection plata. 

The daily press has described the ex- 

bibits and ProGrEss has no need, to touch 

t 1em but those who were unable to attend 
t'e big fair will get a better idea ot what 

was going on by reading something of 

what was happening ** on the side.” 

GOOD OLD CUSTOMS PASS AWA1Y, 

And the Cigare'te and Skirt Pance Figure 

in Some E.te) talnments. 

St. Jobn is learning some of the arts of 

entertainment practited in larger cities. 

The good old methoss of making guests at 

bome and indulging in the barmless dance 

or whist or music to make the time pass 
pleasantly seems to be passing away in 
certain select cities and more daring efforts 

are made to satisfy those present. 
This is not at ail recent but has been 

progressing gradually until now. Some 
h stesses are vieing with each other in the 

startliog character of their entertain- 

mnt. 
If the account of one of them that has 

has been received by PROGRESS was print- 

ed it would no doubt create a senea ion but 
no particularly good purpose would be 

served by doing so. The ladies who were 
present—and there were only ladies there 
—were not forced to remain and if they 

could not enter into the spirit of the enter: 
tainment it was not necessary tor them to 

remain. 

In Beston they used to t )l a story of 
daring Mrs. Jack Gardner to the effect 

that she entertained her intimits friends 

with tbe assistance of the popular dancers 

of the day and ttat nothing »pprosching 

those private performances was ever seen 
on the stage. There are no professional 

representatives cf the b.llet to be had on 

call in S;. John buc it is unders ood toat 
some young ladies know the ms zes of the 
dance and can if they wish entertain their 

friends and companions. But then there is 

no harm in tha‘, not nearly so much as in 

smoking cigirettes because the latter iie 
jures the health while dancing strer gthens 
the muscles and gives grace to the lorm. 
But sad to say there are more ladies who 

bave the fad or the babit of smoking cigar- 
ettes than of dancing. And itis sud that 
tbe demand for these finer grades of cig- 
arettes is on the increase. It has always 
been coneidered too bad that young men 

end boy were indulging in cigarettes, but 
te learn that the babit is spreading to the 
gentler sex will astonish ard shock many 

people. Itisnot general by any means 

and yet but the same good of jactions that 

many people had to cigarettes once, seem 

to have vanisted now. 

A LADY MANAGER. 

A Canadian Woman's Uniques Fleld o! 

Work. 

A unique woman visited the city this 

week ; unique, however, only in the matter 

ot profession She is a theatrical mansger 
and one of America’s very few in tbat par- 

ticular occupation. ProGress sought her 
out and the pleasant chat which ensued re- 

vealed a lady of particular brightness 
aud one upon whose shoul ler might easily 

rest the responeibilities ot guiding the for 
tunes of a dramatic combination. 

Mrs. Mcleod is a lady perhaps thirty 

years old, and according {0 her own te.l has 

been six years in the managerial busi- 
ness. She seldom acts and bas no nom de 
theatre : in fact she intimated as much ths § 

her histronic abilities have never yet set 

the world ablsz2. But she certainly has 

tact and ability in the more realistic de- 
partment of the theatre; that interesting 

part where stage money gives way to real 
ducats and heroand villain abke, peek into 
tie box (flice expectantly. 

Born in the Qieen City of Canada, 

Toronto, Mrs. McLeod teels proud of her 

Canadian nativity, although her money- 

making must have as its centre the great 
American metropolis. Here she dabbles 

in the play market, buyiog a share in the 

new production or selling her rights te 
some other popular piece. When the 

‘‘Bachelor’s Honeymoon” was put upon 
the market she bought a half interest, and 

it was from her that W. S. Harkins rent- 
ed it or his productions here and else 

where. Then again Mrs. McLeod bad a 

great deal to do and say about who 

should and who shouldnt use the 

genuine ‘My Friend From India” 

also seen here. At present she holds a 

whole bunch of rights to many of the 

best pieces produced in the United States 

to day. 

She has three or four of Belasco’s best 
atd newest works; her stock compiny pu s 
on Rostand's ‘‘Cyrand de Bergerac. ‘Tae 

Fatal Card,” ‘Tne Sporting Duchess,” 

“Tce Wife,” Hall Canic’s “The Christan” 

Barrie's “‘Little Minister” and several 

others of th: best book of plays and melo- 

dramas available. 
At present Mrs. McLéoa’s company of 

players are awaiting her orders to assemble 

in New York and start out tor the firs; 
time on an eastern Canadian tour, coming 

as far as St. John and Halifax, perhaps. 
It was toarracge dates here that she came 

to this city. Her mind did not scem to 
be very favorably impressed with St. John 

as a show town, especially in winter, to 
unless she can get the dates she wants in 

October she will not bring her compary 
this far. Wbue Mrs. McLeoa's players 
are a new and talented lot this year, yet 

her combination lest year and in former 
seasons included Geo. Nash, who used to 
play ‘leads’ with Ogla Nethersole, Joe 
J fierson’s brilliant son, Rose Coghlavn’s 
husband and others. It will be decided 
later whether the McLeod Co. will visit 
St. Jobn or not. 

|E Even 
Wo ho rumor that was given currency to 

by a Sydney newspaper to the ¢ffect that 

Mr. Willis ot the Differin intended to 

abandon hotel burivess 1n St. Join and 
buy a hotel in Sydney bas caused a good 
deal of comment and not a hile surprise. 
The prospects ot Sydney are strikingly 

allurirg and this must be the reason tor 
Mr. Willis’ change of location since there 

is no doubt tbat he has made the Dufferin 

one of the most successtul and popular 

hotels in Canada. 
When questioned about his proposed 

change he was laughingly non-committal 

but some say that be intends to make the 

change as 200n as he cen conveniently do 
#0. 

Others however, scout the idea—perhaps 

for no other reason than their dicinclina- 
tion to see a hotel man who bas met with 
success and given St. John another first 

class botel leave the city. 
The improvements that have been made 

in the house since Mr. Willis become pro- 
prietor have been so numerous that it is 

not worth while speaking of them here, 
but it can sifely be said that the Dufferin 

bas almost been built over. Some months 
age it was stated that negutations were 

on foot for the purchase of the hotel and 
the ground from tte owner, Mr. C. M. 

Bostwick, but the latter's terms were evi- 

dently not satisfactory and the matter was 

de :lared (ff. It it had been purchased the 
plans for the enlarge ment and improvement 

of the house were such that the Dufferin 
would not have taken second place with 

any house of the size in Canada. 

Sydney presents great opportunities to 
the man «f enterprise and a "good hotel 
well managed will be one o! its necessities. 

Mr. Willis has been there two or three 

times this summer and there may be more 

truth than fiction in the rumor that be has 
de ided to tkrow in his lo: with those who 

will belp tot oom this great centre of coal 
and riron and the industries that natur- 

ally epring from their as:o.iation and 
proximity to a great harbor. 

TO MAKE AMATCH FOR V A1L. 

Representutives Expect to go to Hulifax To- 

night for That Pu) pose. 

It seems a little late in tbe season to be- 
gin to talk about boat racing and yet four 

gentlemen expect to go to Halifax this 

evening with the idea of arranging a match 

between Harry Vail and some one of the 

Halifax oarsmen. Their commission is a 

broad one for, according to the talk of the 

leader in the movement, they do not care 
just who the match is made with, Lynch or 
Brennan. They have confidence that Vail 

can win from either of them. 

The latter is in the city at presert 

from Gagetown and this has no doubt 
given an impetus to the movement. The 

impression of that reputed interview print- 

ed in the Halifax papers l:st fall has been 

obliterated partially and, strange to say, in 

spite of what was said at that time there 

are a few men to be found in St. John 

who arefwilling to back their faith and 
their interest in this good old sport to the 

tune of a few dollars. It is only fair 

to Vail to say that he denied 

ever having said what he did to the Halifax 

newspaper man but again it is ¢ qually fair 

to the latter to note that he was sure Vail 
said just what be printed. 

Siace last fall Vail has been io the States 
trainirg college crews and his success with 

those he bad in cbarge has led to the belief 

in some quarters that he may be selected as 
the trainer of a crew of one of the older 

col'eges, perhaps Harvard, but this is not 

too sure a thing. He has been in Gage- 
town for some time and says he is in such 

shipe that a fortnight would make him 

ready to race. He appears to have lots of 

flesh however and bis triends would be will- 

ing to give bim more time than that. 

William Cathers, Ora P. Kung, H. Er- 

vin and Vel bimselt will likely start for 
Halifax this evening to make the match. 

They are willing to make the stakes $300 

or $500 but want the race to take place on 

the Kennebecasis about the middle of 

October. There is no better course than 
that on the Kennebecasis but at this season 

of the year any water is apt to be rough. 
The course in Halitsx is no more exempt 
from this than that in St. John but the 
races took place there last year and 
turn about is fair play. Vail was fortu- 
nate enough last year to get a boat in 

Halifax that suited him first rate and he is 

under the impression that he can do so 

again this year. Atany rate it is too late 
to get one built and it he cannot be prop- 

erly boated it is of no use for him to 
race. 

If tte match is made he will tram at 

Gagetown up to a few days before the race 
and put in the balance of the time at 

Newcombe’s, which is handiest to the 
course. 

SHE PLEASED THE OLD MEN, 

A Pretiy Italian G1 Whe Could Coin He 

Smiles into Quarters, 

The charms of music have been written 
and talked of for all time but when the 
combination of music and a pretty face 
and charming manner is present then there 
are few who can withstand them. Th 
was proved during the week when a pretty 
Italian girl appeared in the lobbies of the 
hotels with ber father and began to play 

on their mandolins. They knew how to 

play and the child of sunny Italy knew 
how fo smile. How the old and young 

men did cluster around her and how read- 
ily did they dive joto their pockets when 

she passed her little eilver collection plate 
after a selection or two. 

Qaick and ready at repartee the young 

girl always had an answer on the tip of 

ber tongue for anything said to her. It 

did not take her long to get to know her 
best customers and she had names for a 

few of her elderly admirers, such as * 

“Poppy”, *“‘Sweethear.” and so forth. 

They didn’t mind it & bit—rather seemed 

to like it and willingly contributed a quar- 

ter or a halt for the occasional chuck under 

the chin she would playfully give them in 
passing. 
They were only strolling muaicians but 

they made lots of money and wanted as 
good at the town afforded. Tiree dollars 
a day each was not too much for good 
rooms at a good hotel but they were too 
late for that. The miniature silver tray 
that the girl produced from ber chatelaine 
and presented to her audience rarely had 
a copper placed in it and if by chance one 
was placed there it was dropped at once in 
the be g— the example was too bad for those 
whose contributions were to follow 

ALD. LANE AND THE SHOW. 

What He Thinks Ap ut the Grounds and 

Their Oppo: tani ies, 

Ald. Lane of Halitex wa sin (he city this 
week taking in the show and as chairman 
of the amusement committee of the Halifax 
exhibition getting what pointers he could 
from the specialties here. He spent a few 
d.ys very pleasantly but he did not arrive 
at any satis’actory arrangement with Mr. 
Sanborn or with tte manager of the Japs, 
which was another featare cf the show 
bere. The latter wanted something like 
$400 for the Halifax engagement which was 
considered high, but as the J.ps had to re- 
turn to Three Rivers before going to Hali~ 
tax the addi ional railway fares would have 
been considerable. Mr. Lane was much im- 
pressed with the situation of the grounds 
bere and said they had nothing like the 
natural advantages in Halifax for scenic 
effects, but he was also of the impression 
that our space was cramped and that the 
most was not made of the locstion. Ac- 
cording to his idea—and in this he agrees 
with many others—if the fences were 
moved out and tbe boulevard and part of 
the ground back of the grand stand in- 
cluded, there would be a chance for a ha 
mile trotting track, without which an ex- 
bibition does not appear to be complete in 

tLese provirces. They have round it so in 

Halifax though there they charge an addi- 

tional admission for tte races. How it 

would be possible to do this on these 
grounds is not easy to see. 

Grocers’ Plouic Receipts, 

The statements given to Progress last 

week regarding the grocers’ picnic receipts 
and expenses seem to have been slightly 

astray-—probably because they were given 

off band. The treasurer says that the 

amount paid for tickets was $392.80 ice 

stead of $300 and as this sum represented 

adults at 25 cents and children at 20 cents 

there must bave been nearly 1, 700 carried 

on the trains on that day. The bands cost 

$80, not $100, and the grounds were set- 
tled for at $30. In all $410 was paid to 

the railway, $18 being paid for freight ok 
the provisions. 


