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One Woman's Chat.

A new note in tea gowns is the long,
loose coat of brccide or cachmere or soft
Liberty tabric, over an underdress of plait-
ed silk or mousseline. The effect is charm-
ing, as picturesque ss a Watteau frock,
but more gracetul, with i's long, sweeping,
clinging draperies.

One beautiful tea gown of this descrip-
tion has an underdress of silvery white
chiffon. the front of the bodice draped, the
skirt having three ruffl :s placed at regular
intervals from knee to foot. Over this is a
loose garment of blue silk with a design of
pale rosebuds scattercd over its szure sur-
jace. The fronts do not meet, and are
bordered with lace caught at intervals by
rosettes of rose pink cbiffon.

The elbow sleeves are finished with frills
of lace, and equare revers of pleated silk
and lace give a sort of collar and epaulet
¢flect.
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A case such as could only occur in Japan
has been exciting some curiosity io Tokyo.
A daily paper, quite up to date in its meth
ods, organizad a novel competition. Cou-
pons were printed, and subscribers were
asked to vote for the election of the best
geisha in Tokyo.

One gentleman bought 6000 copies of
the paper containing these coupons; and
used the whole number on behalf of a gei-
sha with whose charms he was smitten. An-
other geitha, however, obtained the coveted
honor, and the disappointed lover there-
upon brought action against the journal,
alleging that the editor had ‘cookea’ the
result.

The claim was for 10 yen (£1) the cost
of the 6000 papers bought. Popular pa-
pers are cheap in Japan.

Pale green promises to bave a vogue this
winter as an accessory color. Impoesible
as it may seem, many women are a-weary
of purple and lilac and the once ubiquitous
turquose blue has grown a trifle common
since 98 ct. shirt waists and cheap turquoise
jewelry of the once beloved tint bave come
to be the leading features of bargain sales.
Pale green and bright blue are decidedly
smart and no color looks better with the
beaver browns to be seen this year than a
fresh, delicate shade of green.

Moorland drees is the suggestive name
bestowed upon the pretty individualized
costume which will be used in early autum-
nal visiting in the White Mountains or
Adirondacks. They are very smart, quite
appropriate to 1ough walking, and yet dis-
tinct from plain tailormade travelling dress-

es.
It is no secret that some of our fellow

townswomen can bring down a deer in the
Adirondacks, or that some glory in their
fishing or shooting prowess. Whether or
not they would do so were it not for the
charming little frocks provided especially
for the purpose by the tailors no one can
truly say.

Scotch tweeds, Irish homespuns, heath-

er and cheviot are the prescribed materials.
Just now it is the fancy to trim such a

a frock with leather.

The flacks of color woven in the mater-
ial usually suggests what shade to use in the
waistcoat or collarband, unless such hap-
pens to be the tinge of tcmato red, which
occurs in brown mixtures, probably for our
sins.

The new Cuban woman is vastly differ-
ent from the old. She is beginning to dress
well, and she takes her ideas from New
York fashions.

She has a pretty figure and some taste
in dress, and invariably she wears fashion-
able bats, imported from Paris or made
after Paris models.

She wears & great deal of satin, silk,
and velvet, and she has not learned yet to
sppreciate the besuty and desirability of
organdy gowns.

In Cuba, ‘ot course, they can be worn
the year round, for this is the land of per-
petual summer. She has slso adopted the
shirt waiets, and she goes shopping alone
now in the morning and the shops along
the thoroughfares looks almost American
with the laughing bevies of rather pretty
girls.

There is one cafe on the Prado which
seems to have become a meeting place. It
is called Helados de Paris, which means
Paris ices. Here the young women gather
together for ices, and the place is sugges-
tive of a Tremont street confectionery
shop on matinee day.

As to the silk and flannel blouses there
is little real novelty in their shape, and
the enterprise of their wearers seems all
centered in the four-in-hand necktie with
floating handkerchiet ends, There was

never a moment’s doubt as to the populsr-
ity of these strange violet, damson red,
lichen grey and locust green neckbandker-
chiefs, with something pretty, but more
often curiously bizirre figures embroidered
on their sashiike ends. A 1ish red tie of
heavy faille francaise will show a pair of
crossed tooi's baubles in raimnbow colors on
one end and a knight's helmet with plumes
on the other. A ship under full sail, and
banquet of parti-colored flowers decorate
another pair ot ecds, and with further
varieties ot €qually eccentric pattens the
autumn girl is proud and happy, and is
busy moreover making a collection for
wear throughout the winter.

WOMEN AND GLOUVES.

The Fair oues Insisit Upon Haviog Them
Seversl sizes tco Small.

An old draper, writing in Draper’s Rec-
ord (London) says that between the grow-
ing inclination on the part of the custom-
ers to bring back damaged gloves for ex-
change, and the evident intention of whole-
sale house to keep returns within as narrow
limits as beretofore, the unfortunate re-
tailer scems likely to bave a bad time of
i What with extended stock and closer
cutting of prices, the departmeat has un-
dergone within recent years a decided
change for the worse, and now {rcquently
fails to return a faif profit, while it would
generally not te able to bear the loss that
more exchanges would bring uponit. Yet
it must be admitted that a customer bas a
right to expect a good and wearable glove
when she bas paid an adequate price for
it and 1t would be sbsolute folly to run the
risk of losing ker future patronage by
sending her away dissaticfied and in a huff,
rather than replsce a pair of which one
bas ripped without showing marks of
reugh treatment. What can be done ? It
has been interesting to follow the methods
adopted during recent years by our
American cousins for dealing with these
difficulties. They bave in some cases
given away glove-stretchers with every
pair above a specified price, and may,
probably, in other instances bave added
packets of chalk as well. They bave been
ready to mend gloves, and bave advocated
the instalment of a glove mender in the
hcuse by givirg one of the young ladies a
complete outfit and plenty of encoursge-
ment, but sppsrently without contem-
plating an increase of her sslary. They
have tried to promote home-mending by
keeping for sale in the department glove-
darners in the shape of small sticks with
oval balls of different sizes—one for the
thumb and tbe other for the fingers—at
eitber end, and by providing at popular
prices dainty baberdashery cases contain-
ing special needles, silk and buttons for
glove repairs. But the people are not
likely to do for themselves what they can
get done for them, and soa policy of
fitting on gloves betore purchase was taken
up, and is stiil fi fully, but not enthusiasti-
cally followed. The plan would work well
enough if sweet reasonableness in all
customers could be depended upon.

With all deterence, it has always seem-
ed to me that this matter is not taken at
the right end. It is like commencing a
subject in the middle to assume that wo-
men generally know how to treat properly
a pair of new gloves. By all means let us
exchange readily a pair of gloves that,
cither in the skin or sewing is faulty, but
let us try to secure indulgent, and wheec-
ling adaptation of a tender untried #kin to
the peculianties of the band that has to be
put within it comehow. It is perhaps, too
mueh to hope that women will ever be
brought to wear gloves big erough for
them. They will probably always iosist
upon getting their gloves one or two sizes
smaller than they ought to be, in spite of
the fact that essy-fitting gloves will wear
twice as long and really look infinitely
better than when,jas a {amous academician
once said, the fingers are made to look like
so many sausages. It would be safe to
declare that not one woman in a bundred
buys gloves large enough for her, and
probably not another out of the remainder
will be wise enough ard careful enough to
give the gloves a fair start in wear. We
cn fall back on a consular report for the
cslculation that & raw ekin must pass
219 different manipulations before it be-
comes a glove and the 220 is often a strain
1 ke unto the first stages ot & hearty meal
in a boa constrictor. Gloves stretchers and
gratuitous powder afford little help. unless
they are tollowed by muscular moderation,
and the best way of preventing split gloves
is to teach glove wearers what should or
should not be done with new gloves. The
best way of imparting this irpstruction
would be by prettily printed and (prefer-
ably) illustrated leaflets, which might be
given away with all purchases, and reprint-
ed, as occasion offered in catalogues or
other trsde literature.

This suggestion is not put forward as a
discovery, nor can it be considered a
novelty, for some few years ago an ‘insel’
in the trade list of a leading Exeter firm

put the case tor gloves plainly betore pur-
chasers, after this fashion: ‘Manner of

‘Putting on Gloves’—(1). Open and turn

back the gloves to the thumb, and powder
lightly ; (2) Pat the fiogers in their places,
not the thumb, and carefully work them
on with the first finger and tbumb of the
other hand untl they are quite down;
never press between the fingers; (3) Pass
he thumo into its place with care, and
work on as the fingers; (4) Turn back the
glove and slide it over the hand and wrist,
never pinchbing the kid, and work the g'ove
into place by means of the lightest pree-
sure, always allowing the kid to slide
between the fingers; (5) In finishing care
should be taken in fastening the fir:t
button.” In clearness and directness this
leaves nothing to be desired. And with a
briet account of the manufacture of gloves,
which is full ot interest from first to last,
even through those 219 processes were not
enumerated there might be sent out a
dainty little scuvenir of the department,
which could not fail to arrest attention and
insure an excellent advertisement.

NEW STYLES IN FURNITURE.

Red the Great Color aud and Jacobean
Ideas U-ed.

R¢d runping through the gamut of its
rich dyes from Morris scarlet to the deep-
est mulberry, is the favorite color in house
decoration this seaton. The steadily in-
creasing populari'y of mahogany in simple
colonial forms has brought this color into
fashion, and after long dalliance with
French styles and a momentary fancy for
delft blues, a lavish use ot gilding and
white paint, the whole inclination of inter-
jor ornamentation is toward the older,
darker and severer English modes. Nothing
is more fashionable, for instance, than a
library, a ball, or even an entire first flsor,
wholly decorated and furnished atter the
best Jacobean modele left in Eogland, Ire-
land and Scotland, and one of the charms
of a King James room is that it can be
done at as lavish or moderate cost as you
please, and it is like nothing] seen betore
in American homes.

In one New York house,’only recently
completed, there is a small Jacobean lib-
1ary that would be a faultless model for
one desiring a similiar room to copy.
The walls bung in murrey colore¢d leather
and the wcodwork is carved cedar; the
floor is stained black, then waxed, highly
polished, and on it laid red rugs. All the
turniture and this motif in decoration come
from an ancient manor house on the bor-
der between Eogland and Scotland. Carv-
ed fumed oak, so called from being black-
ed by age and the smoke from slow peat
fires, forms the presses tbat holds the
books, and the wooden portion of the
quaint, uncomfortable, long legged, low-
bzcked conversation chairs, the window
stools ard the settees. Murrey colored
leather upholsters these, and in corners
sgainst the walls there are carved locked
chests for holding valued manuscripts and
family papers, and one long tapestry
curtain hangs at _each deeply recessed
window.

The effect of the Jacobean rcom is in
spite of its absence of mirrors, gilt and
loose bric-a-bac, is wonderfully rich, stat-
ly and cosy, and in these houses where no
such liberal expenditure could be indulged
the decorators have pursued the King
James style with wonderful cheapness
and success. They copy the quaint fur-
niture in carved black American walnt, or
use an oak to which srt hes given the
worn, dusky tone of great age. Burlap is
laid on the walls and painted murrey red,
and walout is used for woodwork or door
facings, etc , painted black. Where in
any room this early 'sixteenth century idea
of decoration is followed, the bric-a brac
is carefully boarded up in open fronted
cupbosrds, or shallow presses with balt
glass doors, and the very newest idea in
dining rooms is a great plate sideboard.

When a dinner party is given nowadays,
it is in order for the hostess to put on view
all ber beautiful plate, gold and silver, not
so much for actual table use as for display
and the ornamentation of her dinning room.
Now, the ordinary long, low Georgian, or
colonial sideboard of mahogany is not well
suited for this, so that some women who
own splendid silver services, and. whose
busbands bhave won with their yachts and
received from corporations beautitul gifts
of plate, require special sideboards on
which to oxhibit their glittering hoards.
For this purpose in black carved oak
Jacobean plate boys, with shelves rising
nearly to the ceiling, are being especially
built and so placed in handsome dining
rooms that the light from a many-branched
candelabrum can fall effectively on tiers of
mlver. Ooe of the first plate boys intro-
duced here was of richly carved fumed oaks
a genuine King James or Charles piece,
and its top shelf neaily touched the dining
room ceiling. Other plate boys are built
ot any simple wood and then entirely
covered in ruby red velvet, against which
the plate shows as effectively and certainly
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at much less expense, than on the lotty
oak shelves.

Sang de boeuf, or bull's blood red, is
the approved tint, in w.ich the drawing
rooms are being done over, and the decor-
ators say that it is the most becoming
background possible [for women of all
coloringe, and especislly when in evening
dress. It appears that in drawing-room
decoration, as in the feminine wardrobe,
fabrics go in and out of fashion about
every five years, and now, alter the bro-
cades and damasks of the Frenchir{luence
velvet bas come to its own again. It is
used as a wall banging, for Jportieres and
curtaine, not draped but hanging straight,
arras fashion, Modern silk velvet is not
approved ; Ve-netian, Utrecht and Flanders
velvet are the kinds employed for hangings
and upholstery, and just now, no matter if
your ball is colonial, your lLbrary Jacob-
ean, and your dining room of another per-
iod, your drawing room must not be in any
particulsr cut and-dried fsshion. One of
the most important features is its 'chairs,
that can be chosen from every period in
bistory if you choose, providedj,they sre
all graceful and ornamental.

In the newly-done-over reception salons
there is sure to be a carved cedar [goun-
dola chair, ivl.id with very pink ,pearl and
bits of coral, and softened in its curved seat
by a plump pillow covered with Venetian
velvet and havirg heavy gold tassels at its
four corners.— On either side the drawing-
room fireplace are also inevitably a pair of
lofty backed court chairs. These bave
gilded frames, perfectly straight, solid
wood backs. down the centre of; which a
strip of red velv.t is fastened, velvet seats,
and are occupied uaually by the [hostess
and her most honored feminine [guest. A
deep Datch easy chair is another one of
the new-comers in the American}{drawing
room, and a feature now noticeable is the
increasing number of footstools. Women
are just beginning to lesrn again not only
that against & crimson velvet cushion their
slender, delicately slippered feet show to
wonderful advantage, but that there is no
better means of resting tired feet than by
the use of a footstool and also there is no
wiser precaution, when weary or under
the weatber, for escapiog colds and neur
slgia than by proppiog the fect upon a
cushion.

The upholtterers are making foot rests
of many shapes and ' matenals, stufliog
them with feathers, or a fire hair, and
covering them with bits of handsome tapes-
try, bullion embroidered velvet or sof
moleskin, doeskin and leather, and hang-
irg tassels at their corners, until they bave
become essential ;ornaments in any well-
decorated living room.

Furnishes Food and Light.

Gold seekers on the Yukon have been
made familiar with many old makeshifts
for the ordinary conveniences of civilised
lite.

A Klondike miner who recently returned
trom that inhospitable re gion gave a humor-
ous account of one of these devices.

“There is a kicd of fish,” he ssid, ‘very
tplentiful in the Dyea river in Alaska, and
about the size and shape of a smelt.’ It
is very good eating, and it has the peculiar-
ity of burning like & torch when thorough_

ly dry, so that it is frc quently used by the
local Indians to furnish a light. In fact,
it is known as a Candle Fish.

‘Onpe night when our stock of candles
ran low, we tried the experiment of light-
ing up our cabin with one of these fish.
As a light-producer, it was all our fancy
painted it, for it burnt with a clear and
brilliant flame. But merciful heavene,
the smell! Have you ever been in a room
when cod liver oil has been thrown on the
fire? If so, you will gain some idea of the
intollerable odour with which our cabin

was filled. We bad to open the door for
fresh air, and ¢ ventually we flung our ex-
perimental candle out into the snow.
Even then the ¢ffuvia bung about the place
tor hours, making our dwelling almost
urinhabitable, and depriving us of all ap-
pe:ite for supper.

‘Nevertheless we found the fish in fre-
quent use as candles amongst miners with
s'ronger stomachs than ours; and I have
often see one candle fish cooked over the
fire furnished by another one.’

Koew One Way,
A certain man made a display of dense
ignorance the other day when he went in-
to a restaurant and asked the waiter if he

| had any eggs.

‘Yes,’ said the waiter, ‘we have.’

*Well, bring me some.’

‘How do you want them cooked ?’

‘Ob, any old way.’

*Sir,” said the waiter, ‘that order will
hardly do We have over five bundred
diffarent ways of cooking eggs and you will
be pleased to make a suggestion or men-
tion a choice.’

This astonishing fact had the effect ot
paralysing the customer’s tongue for a while
and he fi ially recovered enough to whisper
in awe, ‘Scramble 'em.’

‘Yes, sir,’ replied (he astute waiter still
lingering, ‘which wav ¥’

‘Oh, any old way.’

‘Sir’ said the waiter in a determiced

voice, ‘I mustinsist that you make a choice
—there are seventy different ways of
scrambling eggs in this establisbment.’

‘Well, then, fry them for me’

‘Which way ? We have forty different
ways of frying eggs hers P’

‘All right,” said the customer slowly as
he reached for his hat and aroee, ‘you have
one way here that I can find myself. and
tbat is straight out of that door. Good
day.’

Puozzled Him,

An estate agent is responsible for this
tale:

A little while ago a man called at an
estate cflice. He was given keys to a cer-
tain house. He called at this house and
found it occupied, s family have been in
possession of the premises a month or
more. ;

The agent was puzzled, as he knew be
bad not let the house, and he had entire
charge of the property. He noticed there

were two houses almost exactly alike, side
by sid, and he found that the keys to one
house would fit the locks next door.

The family had moved into tae wrong
house by a mistake, and it was not an easy
question to decide who was entitled to the

rent.

TO THE DEAF.—A rich laly, cured of he-
Deafness and Noises the Head by Dr. Nichole
son’s Artificial Ear Drums, has sent £1,000 to his
Institute, so that deaf people unable to procure the
Ear Drums may have them free. Apply to The Ine
stitate, 780, Eight Avenue, New York.




