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If you wish to be up-to-date
you can read no better literature
than Munsey, [icClure's and Cos-
mopolitan which weare giving you
asacombined premium. Read ad.
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PROGRESS.

We would like to Know what <
a lot of you people are thinking -
about —can’t you see the ‘cinch”_
in our preimum offer ? .
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‘ECHOES OF THE BIG FIRE,

INCIDENT78 THAT OCOCURRED DUR-
ING AND SINCE THE BLAZB.

Urscrupulous Mercbants and Others Doing
What They can to add to tte Sufterings ot
the Victime—~The Work Demne by Kellef
Committees and Others.
1t bas been but two days ovér a week

gince 700 Irdiantown people were render-

ed homeless by the devastating flames, but

in that comparatively thort space of time a

o’

such Babel like confusion. Furniture was
mixed up and even yet isnot altegether
sorted out, while such other matters as
funds etc., were as much forgotten as the
bigger items of solving. Thus thrust
into the streets without a second ruit or
dress, not even a head covering in many
instancee, the people were in most straight-
ened circumstances. Of course a thousand
homes were thrown open and welcomes ex-
tended, but hundreds were loath to wander
about the ruirs and guard, it may have

REV. DR. GEO. BRUCE,
Who Has Resigned His Pastorsbip of St. David's Church to Found a School for

" Boys in

Toronto.

S ———
great deal of good and an untola;amount ¢ f
evil has been done, as a result of the fire's
ravages. Humanity and its better quali-
tics has asserted itself in no small degree
in the relief of those suffering, but
on the other hand the shady iufluences
of markind, tbe unfeeling nature of
msn to suffering man bas stcod out
promicently in cases too numerous {0 men-
tion, but quite available for publication
nevertheless. Good and honest citizens
are lending their best endeavours to bridge
the troubles of those in distress, but towne-
men, many of wtom are in business and
telieveirg in thecld eayjirg ‘cne man’s
loss is another’s gam,’ are grinding

out the utmost jarthing from those
who are in many cases compelled
to have dealings with ttem. Its a shame-

ful etate of leck of finer nature let alone
public-spiritedness of the basest type. As
many as a dozen North End business men
could be mention unhesitatingly who have
acted like a veritable sbylock in exact-
ipg what might be termcd the pound
of flesh.

The fierceness and velccity of the big
bleze cleared msny of the people from
their dwellings without time to snatch up
even the clothing tbey to much needed.
Pandemorium reigned and it bas been
years since St. Jobn witnessed 8 scene of

been there few saved belongings. It was
then the unfeeling storekeepers got in their
fine figures. Rates on the commonest of
food jumped up to panic prices and some
men went as far as to refuse credit to old and
honest customers because they did not see
any forthcoming coin ! Business breaches
never to be repaired were made in this
way snd needy residents tbus ‘‘turned
under” will not scon forget the (treat-
ment they received at the hands of their
grocery men whose ebliging man-
ner ard ‘‘come sgain” smile were much
out of evidence when they called to geta
few tbings ‘‘on tick’ after the fire.

And then again the sneaking, thieving
classes were at work from the minute the
fire gained the mastery over the firemen
and their apparatus, uatil Chief Clark
and his brass-buttoned force ttarted a
rigid search of various neighborhoods in
quest of pilfered goods. Ttis w:s but a
few days sago. B:fore the police had
shown any particular activity in the mat-
ter the settlement ot Bugtown bad been
enriched to the extent of over $5000. The
bumtlest and mest tvmbled down homes
were retp'endent in  plush-covered
palor suites, oaken furniture, heavy
brass lamps and exquisite china, while
on Sheriff street and in their lecalit-
es sewing machines, emall libraries and
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Hauirax May 31.—After a brief and
flickerirg life the Turkizh Baths have gone
the way of all business ¢nterprise :n this
not too repid town. The propietor,—a
genial and jccose gentleman is a wiser, &
sadder and a poorer man. 'Tis said ex-
perience teaches, and the lesson learned is
one that hss cleaned tbe silver out of his
pockets washed bis faith ot the public
spirit, and ironed his kopes stiffer than a
stand-up collar. Tryiug to prove that
cleanliness is next to godliness, he bas
found that there is rot much of either io
1his city, and with nearly $3000, to the

hiad, the mention of baths is like a night-
“mare.

A year ago, or thereabouts, the Baths
were opened. The location was ad=ir-
able, the place well-cquipped, the price
reasonatle, the attertion and service
good. Thereisro rearon why it should
have proven a financial failure, other than
the Jack of patronage on the part of those
whe se business it was to keep clean.

Gf course last summer was a poor one
for tke city asthe wet weather and the
Spanish- American war kept many tourists
away. It was disastrous from many points
of view but the ineice history will never be
known. The Baths received fair patron-

age, and some of the regular patrons were |

Cleanliness and Godliness.
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rare specimens of the city’s gentry.
L Many a good story could be spun of the
condition in whicb some of the merchants
and professional gentlemen sppeared when
ready to be plicéd upon the marble slab.
Stories hardly fitted for tbe pages of the
most yellow of “yellow journals, or even
the pinkest of the pink. -

The att:ndants could urnfold a story or
two that would harrow up the soul. Good
jokes, rich stories which if related in de-
tail would mske a new Arabian Night, or
add new depths to the Decameron.

Taking it all _round, for these iacidents
only give color and lite to the business,
the demise of the Baths is to be greatly re-
gretted while the management is to be
sympathized with in so great a financial
loss.

An effort was mide to prove that the
Baths could be run and sustained, and the
genial proprietor deserves the thanks of
the dccent public for making the effort
so nobly. Being well-equipped and
emmently fitted to run the businers, it was
a great pity that such a loss should be sue-
tained, for Helifax needs a Turkish Bath
as much as ever. To get in hot water
now and then tones up the system and the
citizen of Halifax need toning if any one
does. CavripH,

other bulky articles were discovered and
pooled in the police stations until called
for. With daring coolness were these de-
predatiors carried on. One fellow delib-
erately loaded up his teams with a
widow's goods the day of the fire mas-

quereding as hcr friend who would save

her stuff. He saved it all right but he for-
got to let the old lady know in what loeality
he bad deposited it. Another instance ol a
cool, but shallow brained thief was that
in which a man nsmed Price was cavght by
householders removing a big door gong from
a house threatened with being consumed tut
which was eventually saved. He was al-
lowed to go with it, but when threatened
with arrest vext day said he ‘‘was only
saving the bell” and handed it over.

There are yet a great many articles of
furniture and house furnishings in general
at large and the people do not knmow
where to look for them. Considerable ad-
vertiting of stray effecte has been done and
the police sre vigilant in spying out stolen
and misplaced belongings, but it 1s doubt-
ful it apything near the amount of stolen
things will ever be recovered.

Another phate of the fire's after effects
is the receiving and dispensation of reliet
in the shape of clothirg bedding etc. at
Temple of Henor Hall. The ladies of the
Local Council of Women, while not as
promp in their offer to aid in any way, as
they were in the instance of the Windsor
fire have nevertheless made up for it by
the most practical assistance ever since.
When the clothing commenced to flood in
from all corners of town for the burned-out
families the ladies buck'ed down to the
tedious and none too pleasant task of sort-
ing the coats, vests, trousers, dresser,
waists, skirts, hosery, underwear etc.

At first none but those persons not so
high upon the social scale would call for
assistance but as the necessities of the other's
became more apparant to thcmselves and
the logic of receiving the bounty of their
well- wishing fellow citizens impressed 1ts 1f
upon them, they called blushingly at the
clothing relief heacquarters and without
any fuss or questions had their
needs attended to. The delicate and

tactful manner in which the lacies got
arounu many of these cases relieved the
situation for thote receiving goods in no
small degree. The $500 granted the
Council for the purchase of blanketing,
sheeting, ticking, prints, cottons, towell-
ing, boisery, etc. etc., was exceedingly
well and a‘vantlgeonoly spent. These new
materials were dealt out witb judgment and
care and did a wonderful lot of good.
Whole families were supplied with ra'ment,
and with the assistance of Revs. Long and
Gordon the ladies of the Ccuncil were
wary of imposters.

The attention of ProGrEss however
was cetlled to the large perentage
of clothing unfit for wuse, sent
by persons who doubtless meant well,
but whose idea of clothing fit and proper
tor 19th century decency must certainly
have been wild in the extreme, Boxes,
barrels and countless packages of meu’s,
women's and childrens apparel were
sent to Temple ot Honor hall in rags
and tatters. Suits withcut a square foot of
whole cleth about them, dresses ripped
and torn, painters and blacksmith’s togs
with fond memories ot their years of ser-
vice about them., Surely this was a scalh-
ing insult to townspeople many of whom
could buy and sell the donors before the

ruining  blaze, and whose feelings
of  self-respect would certainly be
deeply hurt to have such articles

handed to them. But nobody saw thim,
save the ladies who cut the strings on the
parcels. A wide mouthed stove in the hall
was their final point of entry and the chim-
ney top their smoky exit. In individu:l
ir stances great relie! was rendered by send-
ing clothing direct. And this was done to
a large extent in many cases, whole families
being relieved witbout any oetentation
whatever or recourse to relief committees.

Indiantown is rebuilding part perman-
ently, but chiefly temperarily. Shanties are
being run upin a day for ths conduct of bus-
iness but as yet the important end of town
wiped out has not quite commenced to re-
cover from its deacdly shock. When it does
rise to stand it will be a8 much changed town
a modern place with public square and
widenencd streets. Its structure will be
chiefly of brick, and sater tojlive in as we 1
as a more impcriant business centre.

Umbrellas Made, Re-covered, Eepab cd

Duval, 17 Waterloc.

LOVE'S CURIOUS WAYS.

IT CREATFSQUITE A SENSATION IN
QUiBT NORTON.

Cupid Aims bis Darts st a Seventy-five
Year ¢1d New York Man and a Youthfal
School Teacher—Who is This Deoctor
With Money to Burn?

May and December impersonated in an
aged American ‘‘doctor” and a 23 year old
school teacher belongirg to Norton have
caused the easy going temperament of the
litle coun'ry village just mentioned, to be
sadly rufii:d and one ot those really roman-
tic incidents of which we read and see em-

WILLIAM S. HARKINS.

There are a good many readers ot ProG-
ress who know W. S. Harkins—who
knew him years ago when this photograph
was taken—and there are many who have
resd about him and bis summer trips to St.
John who have not scen bim. All «f them,
however, will be glad to see that his
features are preserved in the files of
ProGRESS inasmuch as bis modesty forbids
him to go to a photographer’s sagain.
There are some objections to having a
photograph. For example comebody in
the Dufferin hotel obtained a large one of
Harkins and draping it carefully with crape
bung it up in the office on the day of his
arrival with the pathetic card **Our Willie”’
underneath it. It was the first thing the
popular actor saw when he arrived and
he ajprecisted the joke. Mr. Harkins
bas strengthened his reputation in
St. John this summer. His company
is strong and the plays he is pre-
tenting are almost all new to the provinces
and agreeable to the public. He will visit
Frecericton, Moncton, Amberst—and per-
haps Sackville—Truro, Halifax, and Char-
lottetown and no doubt touch the border
and Eastport before he returns.

bodied in plays but seldom known to be for
a fact.

Away back in February or early March,
when the dreary winds of winter and
a snarlicg epring were mixing up their
influences a rotund personage dr.ssed al &
mode dropped as it were from the skies
and greatly excited the curiosities of little
Norton whose honest minded people struck
with the newcomers ‘‘citified’’ manner and
dress stood off in awe until he had made
known to someone his errand. This was
not long, for shortly after bis arrival the
New Yorker spread abroad that he was a
doc’or, but practiced his profession
pot for the tangible stuff that
man calls money, but free, abtolutely with-
out cost. His elegant wardrobe and
“flash” rolls ot bil's imparted to the people
the cause for his genercsity i. e. he bad
money to burn.

Naturally enough this venerable and
pliable ‘*physician” soon had teveral pat-
tients on his lists end it cannot be said but
that he atterded to them faitbfully, al-
though his methods angd success as an ex-:
ponent of the life-eaving science are
not yet very clear. The practitoners saw
in this free *‘Coctor” asure and certain
in dwindling] of therr number of patients
and of course did not look upon their eccen-
tric rival with any exceptional favor. The
old gentleman’s paticnts grew more r um r-
cus and he was fast popularizing bimself in
the estimation ot the country people.

With certain of the gentler s¢x this pop-
ularity overstepped itself and the more
sincere element in which Cupid deals to
some extent, succeeded it. One fair dam-
sel, a pretty school ma’am,became particu-
larly struck with the philantropby of this
public benefactor and he apparently re-
turned ber tender glances and sugar-
ed worde, for it is stated they shook
from their fect the clay of Norton, but
a few sbort days ago ard came to St.
Jobn.

A Norton man bad sold the New Yorke
a horse and buggy, which be afterwards div
not seem disposed to settle for, so a bail-
able writ was issued, it is said, and the ro-
bust septegenarian placed behind the bars
of Mr. Rankine’s hostelry. He was forth-
with released and now everything appears
lovely. The young school teacher still
““loves her Artey” as the saying goes, and

it is hard to believe that the time softened
heart of ber sged knight has not been r
likewise impressed with regard to ber.

A Curiovus Warning.

Pilot Doberty who brought the staamer
Pawnee from New York to St John re-
ceived a surprise when he got to the island
and it was in the shape of a telegram which
the captan got in New York. A Carleton
meat dealer who supplies a good many
steemers bad sulicited the order from the
captain by wire and had added ‘ Beware
of the pilot” to his message. It is said
that the pilot hes taken proceedings against
bim.
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An Infamous Afiair.

r

A shopkeepcr, wko e place of business is on Lockmsn street, nas been watched by the police for the
past week. The cflicer who p troled in tl e vicinity of the store yesterday was in plain clothes, Those
residing in the locality informed 1he Mail that the person watched is alleged to have committed a serious

crime,
act,

and it was expected that he woula repeat the oftecce, and the police thought to catch him in the
The crime committed is punishable Ly s term in Dorchester pepitentiniy. Saturday evenng

eversl of the residents of the strect were especially viligent, and hoped to catch the law violator, but no

opporlunlty was presented.—The Hulifax Mail.

Harirax June 1.—A certain class of
people thrcugh the medium of the sporting
papers, are well posted as the character
and actions of ‘‘Jobn Chitaman,” as he is
facetiously named across the boarder.

And ‘or scmetime the ¢‘Chinese Evii”
has been vigorously combatted in the larg-
er cities of the United States. But with
the mejority of the peopie he is regarded
with compassion and teleration.

In the fair city of Halitax, where so
many philanthropic institutions flourish, a
scandal so atrocious occured two months
ago, that evcry ¢ffort has been made to
prevent avy account of its appearing in
print. :

A laundry kept- by several Chinamen on
Spring Garden Road was the resort of
teveral young women—why they visited
the heathen on his own ground is a matter
of surprise and epeculation, for in con-
pection with one or more Sunday
schools in this city are classes conducted
by some of our cbaritable laice, where the
so-called heathen is regarded with » sym-
patby .that might be expended in a better
cause.

The outcome of their visits was & scan:
dal at orce revolting and amezing—that

has convolsed socisty at large, and the
nemes of three girls whose ages range from
16 to 22, has become a thing of scorn.

In all cases they are daughters of re
spectable parents, particularly the eldest,
whose every with was granted by her ice
dilgent parents. This yousg lady, it s
rumored, has left the city, for a tims.

The *‘affair” after the usual nine days
wonder, would probably have died out,
had not a similiar case, on Lockman street-
come to the knowledge of the pclice, (May
27) of which children of a tenier age are
the victims. The cry thal is now raised
is “*‘banish the Chinese.”

The time is now rip2 for action. Shu'-
ting one’s eyes to this evil has been of no
avail. It must be met and wrestled with in
the right way. Prevention is better than
cure ; we bave too many public charities.
Iodisn Famine Funds, Foreign Missions,
etc., (which are all very well in a way) but
let charity of a right sort begin in the
home, not cease on the threshold, and in-
stead of instructing the imported article,
pay s little more attention to the heathen 3
n our midst. Then and only then will A
such affairs cease to occur. &




