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THE SEA LION MUST GO: 
ASLAUGHTER TH» TIKE PL{CE ON 

THE PACIFIC. 

Destroy so Many Fish That Their Extermia. 

tion is Demanded—The Good Appetite of a 

3.000 Pound Hair SBerl—lo epopulate 

The Seal Rocks. 

The most remarkable and interesting 

*drive’ ever heard of in the field »f sport or 

of game ( coromics is that planned by the 

California Fish Commissior, which con- 

templates a huge ra’d on the rookeries o 

the sea lion along the middle California 

coast and the destruction of these animals 

by thousands. Not evn the grizzly tear 

is so famous and popular a represen‘ative 

of the California fauns as the sea lion. 

His photographs are scattered cver the 

world by th: hundreds of thousands and 

hardly any travell:r bas teen Ssn Francisco 

in decades without having seen the ‘reals’ 

at the Cliff House. 

The Seal Rocks at the Cliff House and 

the boiling su: f about tuem are not to be 

dyed in caradine with the cfficial carnage 

planned. It is not at all necer sary for the 

purpose f the Fitch Commissioners that 

they should make any disturbance there. 

The population of the Seal Rocks is but an 

i finitesimal fraction ot the whole sea Jicn 

tribe in this neighborhood. As popular 

knowledge of the sea lion is mainly Ce- 

rived trom the se little points ot rocks, this 

is not realiz:d, and neither is the need nor 

wisdom of (the measures abcut to be taken. 

There are never more than 8 few dczen 

or a few score sea lions and their cousins 

out there, while elsewhere within thirty or 

forty miles} there are meny thcusands. 

Whatever the slanghter there will still be 

sea lions to look at from the cliffs. 

For twen'y or thirty years the fi.hermen 

generally and the salmon’peckers of the 

Sacramento especially have been com- 

plaining of the sea lions and praying for 

their destruction. The same agitation 

has bobbed up periodicilly. Fish com- 

missions have heard delegations, dizcus- 

sed, resolved, and reported over end cver 

again, and the verdict has always been 

that the sea lion destroys enormous quan- 

tities of fish, seriously interferes with the 

fisting indust) y hereabouts, especially the 

salmon industry, and that his number 

should be lessered. But the sea lion has 

been protected by law and each sgitation 

hes died without result. 

Since 1866 there has been a State law 

which prohibits molesting these animals 

within a mile ol the beach about the Cliff 

House or within one mile of the sbore for 

a distance of ten miles along the Santa 

Cruz coast. It happens that outside of 

these limits the rookeries, inclucing the 

main population, are on Government 

lighthouee or other reservations, and here 

a Treasury Department regulation forbids 

huntirg. 

The idea now is (0 get the permis sion of 

the Treasury Department to send men info 

the big rockeries on the Faralion Islands, 

thirty miles at sea, Point Reyes, Point 

Arena and Ano Nuevo, or New Year's 

Point, down on the San Msteo coun'y 

shore, during the breeding season and 

kill the animals in large numbers. 

A petition, indorscd by Senator Perkins, 

atking for this permission, was sent to Sac- 

retary Gage the other day, and President 

Vogelsang of the Fish commisseton is quite 

confident that the permission will be 

granted. If the government does not hes- 

titate too long, but gives itn eerly consent, 

the slaughter will commence next month, 

when the breeding season is faizly beguu 

and the breeding season is fairly begun 

and the greatest number of seals have 

congregated. 

The exact method to be pursued has 

not been determined, but that is a mere 

detail. Deputies and some hired riflemen 

may be sent out to do the work, and as is 

most likely, the work may be done under 

some sort of a contract arrangement with 

skilled men. 

There is no question that it the sealion 

is a luxury as he is a coetly one. He eats 

an incredible amount of fish. Years ago 

two sealions were lor g in captivity at Wooc- 

wards Gardens and snch would eat from 

forty to fity pounds of fish a dey. When 

it is good fl;hing for se_lions thousands of 

them in and about the bay eat that many 

daily. Their population about the middle 

coast of the State can only be gussed at. 

Commissioner Vogelsangs estimate at 

95,000 may be wrong either wey. But 

10.000 seali.ns esting fitty pounds of fish 

a day would consume 500,000 daily. The 

habit of the animal, however, is to keep on 

catching fish when he gets about ful, take 

a bite of each one and throw the res! 
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away. The estimste wust te greatly raised 

for this reason. 
Each one gorges himeelf and then enter- 

tains himself with catching more taking a 

bite out of the back or belly and throw- 

ing the rest of the fish away. .Only now 

and then can one be seen but a deputy 

Commissioner states that a {cw months ago 

he watched a sea lion in the Sacramento 

River playirg with a salmon like a cat with 

a mouse. He was evidently not hungry. 

He would stick his head above water, toss 

the fish high in the air to one side, dive 

and catch the fish in bis mouth when it 

came down. The last time the fish came 
down endwise and the lion just held his 
mouth open and let it shoot down his 

throat. 
As the animals are rarely obeerved it is 

circumstsntial evidence that it is lsrgely 

relied upon by the ralmon fishers. This 

is presented in part by their ncts. Nets 
costing trom $100 to $400 are coustantly 

found destroyed. The sea lions find a net 

full of fish and naturally presume that tLe 

providence which provided them salmon 

took the the trouble to catch some of 

them, When the b'g dinner of fish is gone 
the nets re gone, too, and the fisher is 

loudly curse the sea lion. 
This indicated sea lion is the best 

known member of an interesting family. 

What are popularly known as seals are the 

genus otariidae. They are of two classes 

the bair seals, known as sea lions, andthe 
tur seals, the latter being of smaller size. 

There are five recognized  rpecies of hair 

seals or sea lions and four of the fur seals. 

The hair seal has no soft fur under his 

coarse, hard, bairy covering, and is of 
small economic importance. For this rea- 

son largely the sea lions have never been 
carefully studied by scientists, and, in- 

deed, it is o1ly in quite recent years that 

the fur seal has been so studied. 
The sea lion occurs throughout the 

Pac fic coast from Cape Horn to Behring 

Sea and along the Asiatic coast. The well- 
known California sea lion has been obser- 

ved and wrilten about more than apy 
other species, mainly beeaute it has been 

more convenient to those [who cared to 

observe sea lions. Because it has been a 
more convenient victim of eapture it has 

also been the one generally exhibited in 

zoological gardens everywhere and there 

studied and pictured. Itis the California 
sea lion that has been exhitited at Central 

Park, New York, at the zoological gardens 

of Philadelphia and other Eastern cities, 
and in the zoological collections of Paris, 
London and other capitals. 

The Calitornia sea lion occurs from a 
point southward variously placed at Lower 
California and the Mexican coast to halt 
way to Behrirg Sea. As large and magni- 
ficent as is the C.lifornia sea lion, he is 

smaller than the species that/populates the 

northern resorts and especially the Priby- 
loy and Aleutian Islands where bis impor- 

tance is lost in that of the fur seal. It is 
reported that 20,000 sea lions permanently 

inhabit the Pribylov Islands. All sea- 
lions dirplay a considerable range of yel- 

lowish or reddish brown color and the 
male is always of two or three times the 

size of the female. The Faraliore Islands 

are given as the southern limits at which 

the northern sea lion occurs and breeds, so 

what. 

While the California sea lion is the pre- 
dominating species at the Californian real 
resorts there are others, and the average 

observer will fail to detect the different 
species. The true fur ses] was formerly 
(uite"abundant along the California coast 
between the Bebring Sea breeding seasons 
and since its przctical extexmination a few 
stray ones are often p esenc here. The 
spotted or barber sea and the grey seal 

also fr¢quent the California’resorts of the 
otaries. The sea «lepbant tormerly fairly 

abundant, is also an occasional visitor. 

These other rpecies have their stories, 

but the California sea lion is the main char- 

acter at present, and when Dr. Jordan 
put in a plea of guilty in behalf of the sea 

lion as a fish destroyer he acquitted the 

others. 

A good specimen of a bull will weigh a 

ton, and tome are judged to jreach 3 000 

pounds. Their lengths ara from fourteen 
to twenty feet. Though so clumsy on land, 
they are no longer clumsy in the water, 

There is and enormous power in the musc- 

that the two species mirgle here some- 

les of their flippers and tai's and this and 
the build of their lither bodies maks them 

wondertully dexterous in the boiling surt 
by the jagged rocks they climb, and 
wonderfully dexterous and swilt in over- 
taking the rpeediett fish) ot the sea they 
swim. 

There principal focd is fish, but they 
also feed on mollusks, crustaceans and tes 

birds. An observant writer who visi‘ed the 

rookeries at New Year's Point on the coast 
ot San Matea county ia 1897 during the 
breeding reason saw a great school of fish 
pass through a channel between two of the 
rocky islands the cea lions populated. 
The lions plunged from the rocks by the 
bundreds and crowded each other at the 
feast. They were quickly filled, and then 
they followed tteir habit of tasking a bite 
out of each fish they caught and later the 
water was covered with dead floating fish. 
The family li‘e of the sea lion 1s es- 

pecially interesting, and it is this family/life 
that is planned to be invaded with powder, 
ball and steel. It is not so fine and sys- 
tematic on the breeding grounds as that 
of the fur seal, but it is quite simi'a~. The 
breeding seaton opens with the lauding at 
the breeding grounds of the s‘rongest m: 1s 
For three weeks or so they timply preempt 
teriitory and fight, 

‘I'he battles are terribly ferocious and 
even the victor have much hide torn into 
strips and an eye torn out. The delested 
ones and the ‘bachelors’ go elsewhere. Dr. 
Jorden says it is mainly these that populate 
Seal Ro ke. 
The bleeding season begins in Msy and 

the master of the harems are about to in- 
stall themselves now. These males go 
without food for a month or more, hving 
on there own fat. Then the females arrive 
and during June and July the young are 
borre and rursed and taught to swim. A 
striking cegree of maternial care and love is 
exhibited, and even the males help teach 
the young. The mothers go out alter food 
nurse their young ard leed them into the 
suf. The mother will hold its pup’s nose 
above the water in its first lessons at swim- 
ming, will play with it in the water, taking 
it now end then by the nape cf the neck 
and throwing ic, to carefuily catch it when 
it alights, and will go away from the surf 
end flost on the sur ace with its pup lying 
on its breast’ 

If the sea lion was worth hunting there 
would be no call for cflicial extermination. 
Hn was worth bunting years ago. The 
white man began it when he first got here. 
The pr zes were the course hides and the 
tat tor oil for domestic markets and the 
whirkers and some o her small parts of the 
carcass for the Chinese market They were 
elain by the thousands up to ten or fifteen 
years ago all along tte coast, from Lower 
California north. Then the market for the 
bides passed awsy, and the whiskers, &c., 
for the Chinese would not pay for the 
trouble and expense of killing them. This 
and tbe legal rettvictions have given the 
sea lion a chance. The Governmeni’s pro- 
hibitions were not to protect the sea lion. 
The regulation was made because the hunt- 
ers of sea liors, gulls” eggs, &:, at the 
Farallones and on other reservations got 
up such bloody wars and stole, wrecked or 
interfered with so much (Government 
property and #0 much Govern 
ment business that the thing was a nuisance 
to be abated. Itis the fact that gives 
President Vogelsang confidence that the 
rcquest of State officers will be granted. 
If 1t is to a romantic tnd picturesque cam- 
paign will be promptly iraugurated. The 
sea lions will be greatly lessoned, but not 
exterminated. Presicent Jorden indorses 
the campaign and says that it ninty nine of 
every hundred males were killed the race 
would still be #ll right and there would be 
many fish saved. It is said that the war 
will be made or the males Probably it 
will, but the purposes is to reduce the 
herds « uring the bleeding season, and it is 
possible that some mothers and pups will 
accidently stffer. 

President Jorden takes great interest in 
the matter and will visit the rockeries 
while the war is waged. 

RAILROALS FIFTY YEARS HENCE. 

- 

An Authoi ity Saya Pneumstic Tubes Will 

Replace Them, 

F. I. Whitney, general passenger sgent 

of the Great Northern Riilroad, in speak- 

ing of the tuture development of railroad 
travel says: 

‘The great development of railroad 

travel fifcy years hence will undoubtedly 
be along the line of urban and suburban 
rapid transit. Long distance steam rail- 

roa’s, as we know them today, carrying 

both freight and passengers, are in some 
respec's at the apex of their achievement. 

Speed is for all practical purposes limited 
to the maximum of sixty miles an hour, or 
but little more. The item of comfort has 
reached a point where there is little left to 

be demred. Accidents affecting life and 

limb on a modern passenger railway have 

been reduced to a percentage so low that 
it is actu:lly safer to travel on a railway 

train than to walk along a city street. 
‘It 1s porsible that for some time to come 

long-distance travel will continua to follow 

the same general lines as ex st. Steam 
locomotives may give place to machiney 
operated by electricity or compressed air; 

the two rails may in process cf time be- 
come one. Cars, both passengers and 
freight, may be still further improved, but 
in the main in the railway system of 1950 

will be simp'y an improvement on what 
exists to-day, with an ever-present speed 
limit of less than 100 miles an hour. 

“There is a department of railway travel, 

however, that demsar d and will experience 

radical changes, and that is urban and sub- 

urban rapid transit of both passengers and 
freight ; it is the crying need of the day. 

Municipalities and corporati ns are moving 

beaven and earth ‘0 provide be tar means 
for transporting the million fof men from 
their homes to their cflices and workshops. 

Ccndi‘ions, justead of improving, grow 
steadily worse. In all the lirge centers 
exceeding bali a million population the 

congestion of street car lines— horse cars, 

elec ric cars or cable cars aud elevated 

roads—is a constant menace to health, lite 
and property. 

‘Extension along the lines of existing 

methods is almost at a standstill. New 

York, tke second city in the world, seems 
helpless before the ever-growing problem. 
Twice every day a struggling mass of hu- 
manity wastes precious hours in a slow, 
tedious journey between work ard home. 

Toere is no more room for surface lines of 

reilwey. The extension of the elevated 
system means the ruination of valuable 
streets. What is wanted is some methcd 

that will practically annihilate distance and 
at the same tim: remove from the city 

streets the dangers and defects of the 
present systems. (ae postible solution 
occurs to me. 

‘It requires no ¢ffort of the imagination 

to see an extension of the pneumatic tube 
system now in use in the larger cities. A 

view of New York, London, Paris, or any 

other large ci'y in 1950 may show some- 
thing after this fashion : Dustlesss, asphalt- 

ed strec ts with no noite of clangirg going 

or steel shod hoofs ; clean unbroken pave- 
ments across which pass with noiseless 

rush rubber tired, horseless carriages; no 
deathly tracery of electric lines or network 

of tmoke begrimmed elevated trettle work. 

Instead* at convenient intervals, the small 

round stations of tle Pneumatic Under- 

ground Transportation Company. The 
passenger will step into an automatic 

elevator which gently lowers him to the 

track, it such a name can be applied to a 
system that has no track. Incandescent 
lamps light the underground station 

and the airis pure and sweet. Accom- 
panied by otker suburban residents the 
passenger enters a luxuriously appointed 

car whose arched cides and ceilirgs die- 

close its tubular conetruction. The con- 

ductor touches an electric button which 
closes the door scftly and gently : there is 
a distinct but bardly perceptitls forward 

motion as the car starts, and in almost an 

instant, so ripid has been the moticn, the 
trip has been made from the Uattery to 
Forty second street, and the silent elevator 
lifts the parsenger into the sunshine be- 
fore the Grand Central Station. Harlem 
is reached two minutes later, and from here 
the system branches out to distant sut- 
urbs. In connection with the pneumatic 
underground railway, automobile carriages 
ard long slim, single rail air cars distribute 
passengers to their homes in an iucredibly 
short time. 

‘The pneumatic transit system may be 
extended to include neighboring cities, acd 
the effect will be practically to annihilate 
all distances of less than one hundred 
miles, which is about the maximum at 
it will be necessary or desirable to vse 
pneumatic transit for suburan trains. The 
use of this distance destroying system will 
add several hours a dsy to the leisure time 
of buss men and bring residence districts 
located thirty to eighty miles away within 
ten or twenty minutes run of business dis- 
trices. The diffi uliies in the way of a 
pr: ctical application of the pneumatic tube 
system are not greater than confronted the 
inventor of the steam railroad of to-day. 
The principle is now in active tervice on a 
smaller scale, and the workings of it excite 
no comment whatever.’ 

DUCKS BY THRE THOUSAND, 

Modos Operandi Desc: ibed Everytbiog Done 

by System and in Order. 

Ducks, ducks, ducks—irom the cradle 

to the Jgrave—that is justijwhat one may 
see on a certain seven-acrej duck farm up 
in our beautiful State, and not a hundred 
miles from Philadelphia. Ten thousand of 

them ! In the main building (tbe incuba- 

tor house) is the cradle part of it, wh ls a 
period is put to their four to eight weeks 
of existence in the tiny houce st the end 
of the long, low building. The stock, the 

natural progenitors of the little army that 
is killed at the rate os 125 per day, is kept 

over to the 1ight beyond the splendid trees 
where there's a cold swift running stream. 

Over here there are five ducks to a drake, 
and they're divided into families. There 

drakes bid this vale of tears adicu at the 
age of one year. Outside 50 per cent of 

the eggs there's no loss (even the bedding 
is sold), and a learned member of the ic- 
specting party says there's no neccesity of 

this loss to any such extent. This dosen’t 

count the rejected eggs, because there's no 
loss in these; if, after five to eight days in 
the incubators, the eggs have not develop" 

ed the germal spot they are taken out and 
sold. ‘As fresh eggs P’ do you ask—why 

assuredly. The steck ducks lsy these eggs 
by the way on the earthy floor of their 

shelter, so there’s no stealing nests. - 
The Ircubator House is the main build- 

ing. The 50 large incubators are on the 
first on the first floor, and the eggs are in 
drawers, so that the air circulates as 
thrcugh an egg basket. ‘Incubators are 
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but hot sir chambers.” A large oil lamp is 

under eech incubator, and one man’s duty 
is to watch the thermometers, for a uniform 

heat ot 70 degrees must be maintained. 
The aforementioned physician whispers 

that the heavy loss of eggs (one halfir due 

to this arrangement, and that a thermostat 

would see to the maintaining of the uni- 
form temperature night and day. The 

human watchman is too likely to fall in 

with Morpheus of a night, or, like one of 

the ‘unwise. vi-gine,” to neglect to supply 

sufficient oil. The ducklings, by the way, 
once they're batched, remain in the in- 

cubators a day or eo to dry off and be- 
come reconcili d to their short sojourn on 
earth. Upstairs is the feather department, 

and it’s all a matter of sortirg bins and 

drying bins. This down is, ot course, a 
paying part of the business, for down is 

always ¢ xpensive. 
Between this main structure and the 

long, low bui ding is a small affair in which 

food is mixed, the ‘‘dosc” consisting of 

cornmeal, bran, butchers’ crackle, ground 
stones or oyster shells and grass. The 

food is loaded on a li tle car, and then sent 

on its way, either down through tke long 

building or out through the main inclosure 

on the elevated track seen in the picture, 
or both. In winter, of course, all tke 

ducklings are in the long building. 

Tte Runaway is the name of the long, 
low building, and very cleverly arranged 

and well ventilated it is. An elevated 
platform runs its entire 300 feet in length, 
the steam-heating pipes being directly 

under this platform, and too high to burn 
the downy ducklings, which skip in under 

from the small runs on each side to get 

warm These small runs are 10 feet 
tquare, partitioned with woven wire, and 

bedded right on the earth with ‘threshing 
wheat,’ as it retains the heat; each run is 

numbered, the number t:lling tke age of 

tke ducklirgs therein. They are kept 
moving just as though the police held sway 
on this quiet swampy farm. (In the really 

warm weather they go out into the runs 

shown in the main plot—you can just make 

out the stakes that mark the corner of these 

inclosures.) But whether the httle food car 
runs out this tramway or down the inclosed 
runway, it goes every two hous. They are 
literally stuffed, this diminutive white army, 
sometimes 15 000 strong. You can see 
them grow! And it isu’t all eating. They 
sre allowed water to drink with each meal. 
Further demands tor water, though are met 
with the information that this is not a bant- 
ing system. They may bang their clothes 
waere they please, but they ‘don’t go near 
the water.” The old onee, over beyond, 
are allowed an occasional dip. 

Bat bere ail roads lead to the barn near 
the end of the runway, which contains the 
steam power for beating and food grinding 
and the like. When a duck is doomed a 
man with a long pole, like a shepherd’s 
crook, hooks it round the neck, and, having 
caught it, hends it to another. It is putin 

and, when a cork has been put in its 
mouth, a cruel blade is thrust into its neck. 
Then duckie is thrown into cold water and 
relieved ot his down, alter which he tickles 
the palate of the epicure, at 50 cents per 
pound. 

Honest Answer. 

The stories told of Snetzler, a famous 

Swiss organ-bu:lder, prove that he was a 
man of rare and incorruptible honesty. At 

one time the parish cflicers of a country 
church applied to Snetzler to examine their 

organ and make improvements in it. 
‘Gentlemen,’ said Snetzler, after a care 

ful examinaticn of the instrument in ques- 
tion, ‘your organ he wort von hundred 
pound joest now. Vell, I vill spend you 
von bundred pound on it—and it shall den 
be wort fifty !’ 

Wifey (who bakes her own bread)—‘Do 
you like brown bread, dear? Hubby 
(*houghtfully)—‘Ye—es: light brown 
bread.’ 
— —— 
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a hotle box by itself, taken to this barn, 


