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Music and 
The Drama 

TONES AND UNDERTONES. 

Even the production of new operas by 
‘Giordano and Mascagni has not diverted 
the interest of musical Italy from the 

oratorios of Perosi, the priest and com- 

poser. They are sung now with great suc- 
cess in all the Italian cities and the talk in 
Italy today is chiefly of them. It is said 
now that Perosi will go to Germany in the 
spring and direct there the performance of 
his works. The success of Mascagni's 
“Iris” seems to be more genuine than that 
of any of his operas since ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana.” Making allowance even for 
the extravagant praise given to all his 
efforts by his countrymen, there are signs 

of solid merit in his latest work. The 

third act is to be rewritten dramatically. 

It was changed several times during the 

rehearsals, but is still unsatisfactory. The 
pathetic story of the Japanese girl who is 
abducted from the tea-house and dies 

broken-hearted and in dishonor has already 
been told in The Sun. Signor Mascagni 
conducted the opera at the first performance 

and was recalled twenty times, There is 

some talk already of a serious of perform- 

ances to be given in London in March by 

a company organized in Italy. Jean de 
Reszke, who heard the opera at the dress 
rehearsals and on the first evening, believes 
that the Japanese costumes on the men 

will seriously interfere with the success of 

the opera. He says that they appear comic 

in spite of the music and the dramatic force 

of the scenes in which they appear. Hercla 
Darclee sang the title role at the first per- 

formance, and Signor de Lucia was the 

herv. Mascagni, in a very remarkable in- 

terview published after the first perform- 

ance, said that he bad been longer than 
usual in writing the score because he had 

waited for his inspiration and made no ef- 

fort to force his gifts. ‘For instance, the 

serenade in the first act,’ he said, ‘gives 
the impression of being the result of hard 

labor and patient working out of the har- 
monies, whereas in reality it flished 

through my mind in a moment and I wrote 
it down at once without changing a single 
note on the score afterward. I have tried 

above all things to be spontaneous and 

sincere in this opera and have not been 

content with two or three melodic ideas, 

t wisted, repeated, reproduced and dis- 

guised in order to hide their monotonous 
repitition, with learned technicalities and 

cunning harmonic combinations.” Iris” 

is to be sung in in several Italian cities 

this winter, but is not yet announced in 

Germany. Indeed German criticism of 

the work has not been kindly. 

Umberto Giordano’s ‘‘Fedora” was 

given first at Milan with Gemma Bellin- 

cioni as the heroine. The work wasa 
success although by no means a second 
“Andrea Chenier.” The libretto by 

Arturo Colautti, an Italian poet cf reputa- 

tion, starts with the first act of Victorien 

Sardou's play, condenses the second and 

third acts into one, and follows generally 

the progress of the French drama. One 

enthusiastic critic writes that no other 

composer than Massenet could have treat 

ed the subject with so much dramatic 

force. Persons familiar with Massenet’s 

talents will not be much impressed by this 

praise. The composer is raid to have 

availed himself of a polonaise of Chopin 

and some Russian folksongs in order to 
give character to the music. One song in 

the opera is 1n praise of the bicycle. In 

spite of the praise and applause given to 

the work, it was sung only a few times be- 

fore Signora Bellincioni went to Germany. 

This is Glordano’s forth opera. ‘Mala 

Vita,” the first, had some success; ‘‘Re- 

gina Diaz,” the second, bad only two 

performances, while ‘‘Andrea Cbenier” 

was a triumph for the youtbful composer. 

The ultimate fate of ‘‘Fedora” is still to be 

decided. Another recent novelty in Italy 

was based on Coppee’s “The Violin 
Msker of Cremona.” It followed ¢Fe- 

ECZEMA ON FACE 
Condition Such Could Not Go Out. 
In Physician’s Care Five Months. 
CUTICURA Cured in 1 Month. 

1 had eczema on the face for five months, dur- 
ing which time I was in care of physicians. I 
could not go out. It was going from bad to worse, 
when a friend recommended CUTICURA remedies. 
After I washed my face with CUTICURA BoAPand 
used CUTICURA (ointment) and CUTICURA RESOL- 
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my face was as clean as ever. 
THOS. J.80TH, 312 Stagg St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

CUTICURA RESOLVENT, greatest of blood puri- 
fiers and humor expellers, purifies the bl and 
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moves the cause, while warm baths with CUTI- 
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(ointment), greatest of emollient skin cures, 
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allay itching, burning, and inflammation, an 
thus soothe and heal the most torturing, disfigur- 
ing humors of the skin, scalp, and blood, with loss 
of hair, when all other remedies fail. 
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THE ACCOMPANIEMENT. 

dora” in Milan and made a moderately 

favorable impression. 

The subject chozen by the Italiah com- 

posers to-day are curious inspirations to 
opera. After finishing ‘‘Roland of Berlin” 
Ruggiero Leoncavallois to make an opera 

from Pgul Bourget’s “A Tragic Idyl,” 
which failed on the stage in Paris, because 
it was analytical and psychological rather 
than dramatic. Umberto Giordano is to 

be found bis next operw on Hauptmann’s 
“Lonely People.” Pictro Mascagni will 

take a subject more closely related to the 
genius of his ‘own peoyle. He will write 

music to a libretto founded on Goldoni’s 

comedy. ¢‘‘The Masks.” 
Franciso Tamagno recently celebrated 

the twenty-fifth anniversity of his debut. 
At the festivities held in Turin in honor of 
the event citizens appeared in a pro- 

cession containing figures showing the 
principal roles assumed by Tamagno dur- 

ing his career. 

Victor Herbert is to write an opera for 

Frank Daniels. 

‘Martha’ was sung at the Metropolitan 

Opera hoase, New York, on Friday night, 

the second anniversary of the death of 
Castelmary. ‘I have been thinking of it 

all day,’ said Edonard de Resake, ‘and 

will be greatly relieved when the curtain 

goes down without there having been a 

mishap. What a strange coincidence that 
the same opera should be given tonight. 
Mme. Martelli was equally perturbed. ‘I 

have been crving halt the day,’ she said. 

‘It is such a relief to know the scene is 

safely over.’ 

George W. Lederer left for London on 

Wednesday last, taking with him 25 young 
women to fill the ranks of “The Belle of 

New York,” company. 

Sig. A. de Novellis, the musical director 

of the Broadway Theatre Opera company 
is about to celebrate his twenty-sixth an- 

niversary in America. He came to New 

York to coaduct for Max Strakosch and 

has since been indentified with many of the 

leading musical productions. 

TALK OF TBE THEATRE. 

The Spears company is occupying the 

stage of the Opera House this week and 

drawing very good audiences both at the 

evening performances and the daily ma- 

tinees. The Red Cross Nurse was the 

opening bill, and is something after the 

style of Ours, though of course not half so 

pretty or smooth. Indeed I might say it 

is something more than ‘‘after” it, for in 

plot and general outline it runs almost 

neck and neck with that pretty play. 

The late war is responsible for a good 
deal, and among the most serious of its 

cons>quences are the so-called war plays 

inflicted upon the public. However, The 
Red Cross Nurse is probably one of the 

best. At any rate it pleases, and in the 
hands of the Spears company goes with a 

swing and a dash that is interesting, and 

the sentiment catches the crowd. The 

company is especially strong in specialtie, 

and some of them are exceptionally goods 
Mr. Frank Clayton beiug a real artist in 
his line of work. He is very clever, and 

seems to have made a decided hit. Mr. 

E. T. Spears bas very good support and 

altogether the Compeny may be classed 

among the best of popular priced shows 

that have visited the city for some time. 

The matinee biil for this afternoon will be 

The Bosom Friend ot Bowsers. The com- 

pany will remain another week, and once 

the political fever has subsided, the 

performances will doubtless receive the 

encouragement they merit. 

“Zaza,” is to be given in London. 

May Buckley is to be seen in Augustin 

Daly’s London production- of a Chinese 

play, “San Toy.” 

Lee Arthur has sold to Henry W. Sav- 

ages new play, called ‘Private Gray,” 
which will be produced in the spring at 

the American Theatre, at the close of the 

Castle Square Operas Company's New 

York season. Chicago is to have a Castle 
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Take frequently and escape the 
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by “77,” because the disease is held in check 

and thé Cold “*broken up” before Pneumonia 

sets in. 
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by using * 77” escape. 

Heart Failure.—The aged and feeble may well 

beware of a sudden Chill or Cold and keep 

“77” handy; its prompt use tides over the 

moment of danger. : 

At druggists or sent prepaid; 25¢. 50c. snd $1.00. 

DR. HUMPHREY’S BOOK SENT FREE, 

Humnhreys' Med. Co., Cor. William& John Sts. 
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Square company on and after Easter 

Monday. 

Louis James’ daughter is a member of 

the ¢*Catherine” company. 

Andrew Mack isto have a drama by 

Franklin Fyles. Rich & Harris have 

signed a centract with the playwright, 

provided for a spectacular production 

early next year. Meanwhile Mr. Mack 

will appear this spring in ‘“The Last of the 

Rohans,” by Ramsay Morris. 

Charles Frohman has secured the Eng- 

lish and American rights to the latest 

successful Parisian farce, Georges Fey- 

deau’s ‘La Dame Ches Maxims.” 

Lole Fuller is in London. 

Nethersole is to appear in Budapest, 

Vienna, Berlin and St. Petersburg. 

Next Wednesday evening on the oc- 

casion of the one hundredth performance 

of “*Trelawney of the Wells,” at the Ly- 

ceum Theatre, New York, Manager Daniel 

Frobman will present to each woman in 

the audience a handsomely bound and il- 

lustrated copy of the acting editon of Mr. 

Pinero’s comedy. There are about a dozen 

illustrations, with a colored vignette ot 

Miss Mannering as Rose Trelawney. 

E. J. Malyon who arrived in New York 

on the steamship St. Louis last Sunday 

under contract to Liebler & Co., to pro- 

duce Sidney Grundy's play, ‘‘The Mus- 

keteers,” said that the play would be pre- 

sented at the Broadway Theatre, New 

York, as Beerbobm Tree is presenting it 

at Her Majesty's Theatre. The play is not 

divided into acts, but is presented in ten 

tableaus. There are three intermissions of 

ten minutes each, and seven instantaneous 

dark changes. 

Messrs. Brady & Ziegfeld last week 

signed a contract with Aubrey Boucicault 

by which they secure the American rights 

to “A Court Scandal,” produced atthe 

Court Theatre, London, January 24. The 

play 1s a romantic one, adapted by Aubrey 

Boucicault and Oswald Shillingford from 

the French of MM. Bayard and Dumanoir. 

Its central figure is Richelieu, not as the 

grim and subtle Cardinal, but as the dash- 

ing lad ot 19, full of aspirations. An elab- 

orate production of this comedy will be 

made at the Manhattan Theatre next sea- 

son and Aubrey Boucicault who is under 

contract with Brady & Ziagfeld for a term 

of three years will appear as the youthful 

duc de Richileau. 

Arrangements have been made between 

Arthur Tams and David Henderson to 

place all the Henderson extravaganzas in 

London. These include ‘The Arabian 

Nights,” ‘‘Bluebeard, Jr.” “The Crystal 
Slipper,” “Sinbad, or the Maid of Bal 

sora,” *‘‘Aladdin,” and ‘““Ali Baba, or 
Morgiana and the Fofty Thieves.” 

George Bernard Shaw's play, ‘“The Man 
of Destiny,” which treats of the life of 
Napoleon, will be presented by amateurs 

at the Empire Theatrs, New York, Febru- 

ary 16. 

At Oscar Hammerstein's Victoria Music 
Hall it will be possible for those who wish 

to entertain a theatre party of a dozen or 

more to secure a suite of rooms of their ac- 
commodations, including a box seating ten 

and a couple of stalls, where refreshments 
and even the most elaborate dinners may 

be ordered. 

The Lord Chamberlain will not premit 

the production of **MIll, Fifi" in London. 

‘*‘Hobson’s Choice” is the name of a new 

three-act light comedy by Alice Yates 

Grant, which will be presented by the 
pupils of the Stanhope -Wheatcroft Drama- 

tic School at their next matinee on March 3. 
Willie Edouin, husband ot the late 

Alice Atherton, has brought the English 
rights of Russell Vaun's mystical snake 

comedy, Nicandra.” 

‘‘Bimbo of Bombay,” a farce written by 
Edgar Smith to exploit a magician is to be 

revived February 18, with Jacques Kruger 

in the principal part. The opening will 
take place in Bridgeport, Conn. 

The Kendals will begin their forthcom- 

ing American tour in Philadelphia on 

October 9 next. They expect to be seen in 

one play only, “The Elder Miss Blossom.” 

W. A. Bradly is to produce ‘The whoop- 

ing Cough,’ a French farce. 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ is to be given at 
the Irving Place theatre, New York, on 
March 13. 

A French writer is founding a play on 
Matilda Betham Edwards’ novel. ‘A 

Storm-Rent Sky.” in which the central 
figure is Danton. 

It is said that Rudyard Kipling is writ- 
ing a play for Beerbohm Tree. 

Sir Henry Irving is now talking of 

nothing except his reopening of the Ly- 
ceum in April with Sardou’s ‘Robespierre.’ 

Miss Terry will be with him, and both 

will visit America in the autumn. 
‘Robespierre’ has five acts, with 
several tableaux in each, and will re- 
quire an enormous amount of preparation. 

Sardou is now putting the finishing touches 

to it, and will be present at the first repre- 
sentation. 

Robert Taber Julia Marlowe’s husband, 

is suffering from pleurisy, and will not 

be able to act for several weeks. His 
part, Ernest Defarge in **The Only Way. 

Freeman Willis’ adaptation of Dickens 

““A tale of Two Cities,” which Martin is 

now rehearsing at the Lyceum Theatre 
has been assigned to Holbrook Blinn, who 
has appeared in the Chinese piece, “The 
Cat and the Cherub,” in America. Harvey 
himself will play the role of Sydney Car- 

ton, while the veteran, Miss Marriot, one 

of the few survivors of the older tragic 

actresses, will be the Vengeance. In this 
version of the novel Detarge exerts the 

maligant influence attributed originally to 
his wife, and prominence is given to the lit- 

tle seamstress who accompanies Carton to 

the scaffold. 

H. Percy Meldon well known here, is 

manager of the Third Avenue Theatre 

New York. 

For his Father's sake. 

Dr. C , 8 well-known lecturer and 

preacher, was seized with a sudden inspira- 

tion to visit the vilaage in Vermont whare 
hts father had preached long years before 

and whore his own boyhood’s recollections 
centered in many a dim but cherished 

torm. Sure of a welcome for his father's 
sake he braved the ten-mile jolting by 
stage that tollowed a dusty railroad ride, 
and presented himself at the door of an 
old parishoner as the son of his former 
pastor. “Well,” siid the host, opsning 
the door deliberately and measuring the 
doctor from head to foot with a slow, in- 
vestigating gaze, ‘glad to see you Should 
be glad to see even your father's dorg!’ 

Accuracy, 
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and Promptness 

Are the rules of MY. ..o0v-suvee 

Dispensing Department. 

Every care is exercised in procuring the purest 

Drugs and Chemicals, which are most accurately 

dispensed, and promptly delivered. Telephone 

239, Allan's Pharmacy. I will send for your pre- 

scription and return it dispensed promptly. 

Mail orders filled and forwarded by next mail. 

W.C. RUDMAN ALLAN, 
Chemist and Druggist. 
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