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SUICIDE OF THE LION,

A Kaftir Hunter’s Word Picture of a Strange
Ev.eut in South Africa.

‘It was a strange story I heard from my
Keffir guide last summer in the Transvaal,’
said W. S. McIntosh, who arrived in New
York recently from TCape Town, South
Africa. ‘The name of the boy—he was 40
yeara cld, but all natives employed by
Europeans in Africa are boys‘ though their
hiir be gray and "their years three score
snd ten—was Tammaya and bis master,
Capt. Jack Manson, dctailed him to my
special service durirg my stay st his
place, ‘The Willows.” Tamays was a
good representative of his fine race,
a skilled hunter, brave snd trustworthy,
and a masterly bandler of the three or four
hundred words in his vocabulary when he
told the strange thingshe had secen and
undergone in the Afiican wilderness. He
and I were hunting for antelope one day
and bhad stopped for luncheon in to shad-
ow of Breakneck Rock. It wasa rocky
bluff, which fell on one side ina sheer
precipice 200 feet to the plain; on the
side a gredual slope, covered with bushes
and small trees, led up to the summit.

‘It was here that lion jump and die,’
said Ksffir. ‘No, not this place—here.’
He walked away a few paces, and, stop-
ping, pointed with his hand first up to the
top of the cliff, where a projecting thelf
covered the base, and then to the ground
at his feet. He made a sweeping gesture
with his arm, indicating that it was m=eant
to take in the distance from the top to the
ground where we stood. Then he c.me
back to me and told the story.

‘It was long ago—many years—so
long.” The K:flir held up the thumb
and fingers of his right band twice, and then
two fingers to signily that it was twelve
years. ‘That horse run away from the
kraal and I go after him and the Old Nick
I catch sooner than that horse. I go so
balf a day, aud eo balf a day, and come to
the krasl and no horse bave, and Bars Ma-
son swear and say I catca him horse to-
morrow or I catch him whip. Bimeby to-
morrow I go and I think 1 climb that rock
and look long way round, and mebbe I see
that horse. So I go round behind him,
that rock, where we go up 80, 80 easy and
I climb one, two, tree miles, mebbe,
and I get up, and I look, but I think soon-
er I see Bias Mason’s whip than that
damn horse, Then I think I go out on
the rock—there.” The Kuffir pointed to
ths projecting top ot the cliff. ‘He all
one piece, big, smooth—Ilike that,’ designa.
ting the level ground where we were sitting.
‘Tben something say in my head lion, lion,
and I back and there he comes up that
path like he come catch me.

¢ ¢I bave no gun, but there is tree I go
up where that lion no get me. But he no
see me or care. He come on and he walk
slow, so,” and Tamaya imitated the
movement of a 1our-footed animil
walking paintully with measured step.
‘Big, he mighty big never I see a
lion so big, but he old and bhis head
hang down, and I think he no see
me. He old, and his tail drag on the
ground and the rib stick out so. He go
slow, t1ow, by me and go out onthe rock
¢nd he stand and he look cff there, and I
think bimeby he go 'way, and I go to kraal
But he stay and he roar low, so lke ex
when be smell the lion; then ke roar so;
the kafiir, imitating a lion’s voice, deepen-
ed and strengthened the sound; and he
lift his head and his taii switches so. Then
he roar loud—never I bear a liun roar
like that tellow roar—and I drop my hat
and I reach to catch bim, and 1 look again
and there is the rock and the lion be no

there. :
“ ‘] wait and wait, and bimeby I get

down and go to that rock and I get down
s> and look and there that lion is down
on the ground and he lies so—dead and he
never kick. And I go back to kraal, and I

tell Baas and he say I come with big lie
because I no catch that borse, and it I lie
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EXPERT OPTICIANS.

The best $1 glagses in the
world.

Everything at cut prices,

Open evenings_till 9 0o’clock,

BOSTON OPTICAL (o,

<25 King St, St. John, N. B.
Next to Manchester, Robertson & Allison's.

Peffectly Cu red

Weak and Low Spirited — Nervous
Prostration — Appetite Poor and

Could Not Rest.

“I take great pleasure in recommending
Hood’s Sarsaparilla to others. It has been
the means of restoring my wife to good
health. She was stricken down with an
attack of nervous prostration. She suf-
fered with headaches and her nerves were
under severe strain. She became very
low spirited and so weak she could only
do a little work without resting. Her
appetite was poor, and being so weak
she could not get the proper rest at night.
She decided to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla, as
we had heard it highly praised, and I am
glad to state that Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
perfectly cured all her ailments.” G.
BELLAMY, 321 Hannah St., West, Hamil-
ton, Ontario. Remember

Hood’s i
OO S parilla
Is the Best—in fact the One True Blood Puri-
filer. All druggists. $1, six for 85. Get Hood’s.
’ - are tasteless. mild, effec-
HOOd S Pl"S tive. All druggists. 25e.
I catch that whip. And he rode out, and |
go and bhe bring whip, and he find that
lion—there. And he say: ‘That thing I
never saw since [ came here, confound the
horse ! Tamaya tell the truth.”

*No renderiog that I can give will carry
the ¢ffect of the K:fli 's story, acted out
as it was at every srage with vcice and
pantomime. Capt. Mason told me that it
doubtless was true in every ce'ail; that bhe
had ridden out with Tamaya atter the
Kuffir bad brought him the tale and they
bad found the lion dead where he had
fallen. He must bave been killed instant-
ly by the fall and could not have moved
from where be struck or rolled—but
ths body lay forty paces from the foot
ot the cliff, and fully twenty-five paces be-
yond the projecting rock above, showing
tbat the lion bad ieaped acd not fallen
down the precipice.

‘How do I account for it ? I don’t ac-
couat for it,” s1id Capt. Mason. ‘Or rath-
er there 18 only one ¢xplination—that the
lion got tired of the game and quit. He
was a big tellow, ard he must have made
a noble showing in his prime. Now he was
old and too hless; blind, maybe starved
and altogether run to seed; but so much
of the lion was left in the shaky body—the
heart to make a dignified ending.’

DOUBTS ASTO EXACIl DATE.

Difterence c¢f Opinion ag to Which Obijo
Fecame a *tite.

There is some doubt as to the exact date
upon which Ohio becam2 a State. Ohio
never was a separate ‘terrntory,’ beirg a
part of the Northwest territory. In 1801
the people living in the portion of the
Northwest territory now embraced in the
State of Ohio called a convention to frame
a State constitution for the district which
bad set up a clsim to statehood under the
provisions ot the fifth articl: of the ordi-
nance of 1787. Thoat convention met in
Chilicothe on Nov. 1. 1802, and on N:v.
29 completed 1ts work. The constitution
tbus framed wis not submitted to the peo-
ple, but was declared ratified by the con-
veotion itself.

On Feb. 17, 1803, the United States
Congress passed an act admiiting Ohio
into the Union as a State, said act becom-
ing operative upon the assembling of the
first State Legislature at Caillicothe. The
first state Legis'ature met at Chillicothe at
10 a. m. Tuesday, March 1, 1805, and
both houses immediately organized.

Thbus there are three dates about which
opinions may differ as to the exact initial
period of the Obio statehood. They are
Nov. 29, 1802, when the constitution was
perfected and ratified; { Feb. 17, 1803,
when the Legislature assembled and
organized. The latter date appears to
have the greatest claim, in view of the lan-
guage of the act of Congrese and the
organization of the Legirlature. The two
houses of the Legislature met in the joint
sespion at 11 a. m. March 3. 1803, to open

and declare the result of the ballot for Gov-
ernor. Kdward Tiflin was declared elect-
ed, receiving 4,564 votes. There were no
ballots cast agamst bim. At 1 o’clock p.
m. the same day Governor Tiflia was sworn
in at a joint session of the two bouses of
Legislsture by Judge Meigs.—Cincinnati
Ecquirer.

New use for Cutfish,

In Portland, Oregan, according to the
Oregonian, the familiar catfish figures as
a hardy pioneer and a valued adjunct to
the street départmen;.all because the terra
cotta sewers and drains, especially those
in the lower part of the city, frequently

get choked.

It the sewer is not broken, it can be
cleaned by passing a rope through it, to
be pulled backward and forward until the
obstruction is loosened and removed. The
deputy superintendent of streets has
bad a great deal of such work to
look after and the worry con-
nected with getting the rope tbrough has

gone far toward thinning his hair. He
as at last discovered a quick, sure and
easy method. He goes to tie river catches
a catfish, ties a string to its tail, drops it
down a manhole into the sewer, and forces
its way through any obstrustion not as

eolid as brick, dragging the strings after
it. Then the deputy goes as far down the
sewer as L e deems necessary, and picks up
the string, which he uses to draw a wire
tbroub the sewer, and with a rope is pulled
through, and the sewer is soon cleared.

IMAGES IN EYFS OF THE DEAD.

Scientlec Experimeots Gives Ri:e to Ab-
surd Sty ies,

The popular notion that the eves of the
dead sometimes retain complete images of
scenes that bave been enicied before them
at the moment of death has received fan-
cied confirmation in late years by experi-
ment, and there are some who, from read-
ing careless or exaggerated accounts of
these experiments, might get an impression
that science bad placed upon this notion
the stamp of approval. The following
note from the Liancet (l.ondon) gives us
the very small modicum of truth that
is the bisis of all such stories. It
says: Under the tille of ‘In Dead
Eyes’ an evening coutemporary re-
cently made a statement which car-
ries its own confutation with it. It is to
the effect that a pbysiciar and enthusiastic
pbotographer, being desirous of testing
the amount of truth in the theory that dead
eyes retain complete images, had carefully
examined the eyes of hundreds of dead
people, end, though te had never seen
anything like a distinct picture mirrored,
be bad certainly distinctly traced both
letters and objects on the iris of the eye,
and that when the photographic test was
applied, thete images became visible. In
one case a capital letter of peculiar form
was shown which could be traced to a testa-
ment held in the bands shor'ly before death
In another case a numeral was distincily
pictured, which was traced to a clock face
in the room. Tbe article in question con-
tinues: *The chief scientific paper of
France only the other day gave full par-
ticulars of a case where a woman who died
in one of the hospitals had two pumbers
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Celling the Truth
about SURPRISE SOAP. How much labor it saves—
how sweet and white it makes all linens and cottons as \ {
well as other clothing—how smooth and nice it leaves
he hands—and then ’tis cheaper in every and any way
you look at it. These advantages can’t be overlooked.
Use it yourself ; tell your servants its merits—have
them use SURPRISE—it will benefit both.
remterss READ oJainams
- ———-

10 and 45 mirrored in the iris of ber eyes.’
These absurd stories originate io the well-
known experiments of Kuhne on the visual
purple of the retina, in the course of
which he showed that by making special
arrangements, the crossbars of a window
forcused on the retina could be brought

relicf. The enthusiastic p:otographer it L@

be not misquoted, ought to bave known
that no well defined images of the external
world are cast upon the iris, and none,
theretore cou'd be preserved. The surface

of the iris is far too uneven to sct asa
mirraor. Moreover as no arraingements
were made to prevent the urther action of
light after death, they would if formed,
be certainly obliterated as the imige on a
photographic plate would be is permanate-
ly exposed. The only mode in wich an
imaga impressed on the retina could be
rendaered visible would be to adopt the
method of Kubne, namely* by exposiog the
eye previously kept in the dark tor a min-
ute or two to an illumioated otj-ct, then
extirpating it, opening it, and immedia‘tely
plunging it into a solution of alum. Tae
image developes in the course of twenty-
four boura.

His Idea of a Good Time.

_ The retired contractor sighed as he got
Into bis dress suit and thought of the elae

borate dinner and the opera that were to
come.

‘Some day,” he said, ‘I'll git desp’rit,
an’ then do you know what 1'il do ?’

‘Something terrible, no doubt,’ replied
his ambitious wife.

-I 8’pose it wouldn’t look well in print,
he a“mitted, ‘but I can’t help that. What
I’il do will be to throw away these high-
priced cigars, put on some old clothes, go
out and come in by th: back way, an’
tmoke a quarter pound of cut-up chewing
tobacco in & cobb pipe while I'm talkin’
things over with the coachman in the barn.

Driak Only Good Tea,

There's a reason for it Cheap teas are not only
flavorless, and require more tea to the cup 10 fro-
auc: any tite, but moreover, are often artificiaiy
colored and fliwvorei, aod are sometimes most
dange ous. A brauded tea like letley's Elephant
Brand s eafest, as its packers’.business reputation
is staked on its puarity.

Deat Mutes.

In Germany only 18 per cent of deaf
mutes grow up without education. In
France the percentage is 40, in England
43, in Austria, 80, and in Russ’a 90.
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CUT THIS OUT TO-DAY

And Compare these Retﬁfnsmvs}ith the Results of
the Vote To-day.
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