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CLEVER ROYAL WOMEN

ROUMANIA'S QUEEN A LICENSED
PUBLIC LECTURER.

The Quren of Portugal Probably the Only
Royal M, D.—Besides Sre is an Expert
Milliner—Germaony,s Dowager Empress
a Sculptor, Musician and Paiater.

The Queen of Roumanisa is p'obably the
only one among royalties who is licensed
as a public lecturer. For several years
her Majesty has given talks on subjects of
interest to young women in her palsce, to
the daughters of the Roumanian aristoc-
racy.

These lectures have, however, recently
become so popular and attractive and the
requests to attend them are so many and
s0 persistent, that the Queen now lectures
in the public high school for girls and has
obtained the necessary cfficis] prolessional
diploma, which is signed by the King and
by the Minister of Public Instruction.

But Quaeen Elizibeth is as deft with Ler
fingers as she is clever with her brasin. At
a doil show recently held in B rlin, under
the direction of the beredi'ary Princess of
Wied, to dispens: Christmas charity to the
poor, the leading feature was a collection
of dolls exhibited ‘by the QQueen of Rou-
mania,’ every article ot dress and decora-
tion of which was made by herself. A gem
of the royal handiwork was a charming re-
production in miniature of the carriage
used at the Roumnisn coronation, drawn
by eight tiny horses, whose silver harness
is a marvel of workmanship. The group is
valued at 70,000 francs, and 1s to be sent
to the Paris exhibition in 1900.

(Queen Amalie of Portugal is another of
the clever and good women who are on
the throne. Itis well known how to be
able pursonally to attend to and treat the
King, who suffered greatly on account of
bis great obesity, she entered the univer-
sity and studied medicine. She attended
lectures faitbfully, took her degree, and is
today the ovly royalt M. D. in the world.
She visits the poorer tections of Lisbon
and practices her profession incognito, be-
ing known as the ‘good lady doctor.’

But Queen Amasliec has another accom-~
plishment. She is an expert at milliaery,
and in the royal residence there is an a-
partment in seclusion of tl e Queen's quart-
ers, where hats, bonnets and toques are
being tashioned and modelled aiter her own
designs.

The Empress Dowager Friedrich of Ger-
msny is an excellent musician and talented
above most women both in sculpture
and painting. She is, moreover, able to
earn more than a few thalers annually from
her knowledge of floral and kitchen garden-
ing. She is especially fond of raising
choice roses for decorative purposes, and
owns a large nursery garden at Friedrich-
shof, in the lodge of which are many di-
plomas of merit and quite a few prizes won
at flower shows. Quite a little commotion
and considerable amusemert was caused
last summer when it became known that
the fruit supplied for the banquet break-
tast given to the Emperor by oane ot the
sweil regiments of the guards had been

urchased from the Ewmpress Friedrick’s
ieud gardener and probably from the Em-
press herselt. '

The Grand Duchess Serge of Russia,
who is tke eldest sister ot tbe Czirina, is
a superbly beautiful woman, with delicately
cut features, a graceful carriage and a
commanding presence. She posserses many
accomplishments, which is fortunate, for
her domestic lite has been an unhappy one.
She is a great mimic and actress, and those
qualified to judge, who have seen her as
an amateur declare that in any rank of
life ske would have won fame and a fortune
on the stage.

As the wife of Grand Duke Sergius Alex
androvitch, uncle of the Czar,J and the
Governgr General of Moscow, her saloon
is one of the most brilliant in Europs, and
private theatricals, often for charitable
purposes, are a leading feature of the
season’s pleasures. Foreign actors, singere
and artists are wclcome guests of the
Grand Dachess. A few winters ago a
famous actress, with whom the Duchess
was particularly friendly, was playing at
the Mcscow theatre when she was sudden-
ly taken ill only a few minutes before the
beginning of the performance. It was

absolutely impossible for the aclress to
appesr, and the management was in de-
spair. At that moment the Grand

uchess Serge arrived and was teld of
her friends illness and that there could be
no preformance that evening. Hastening
to the stage, she virited her {riend, and
ther, after a bricf consulation announced
her readiness to take the leading part it a

different play were substituted, and upon
the management’s pledge that her identity
should be kept a secret. The leading act-
or was a particularly handsome man and
the audience was soon enthusiastic over
the unususlly fervent love-making tor the
hero and heroine on the stage.

Some police or military offiials, however
recognized in the ardent actress the wife
of their Governor General and hastened to
irtorm bim of the fact. In a few minutes
be was at the theatre. Upon seeing him
the Grand Duchess fainted, the curtain was
rung down and his Roys]l Highness, never
a very mild-mannered man, read the riot
act in unmeasured terms.

Anotter royal ameteur actressis the
Queen of Holland. A few years ago
Queen Wilhélmina had a perlect little
theatre built for her own use at ber resid-
ence. Here plays sre preformed under her
direction, with hereelf and iriends in the
leading roles.

ABOUT PENSION PRIANC I S.

Brief Periods of * Extravagance That Come
Four Times a Year,

‘They are generally known as pension
princes,’ said a veteran Uaited Stated pen-
sion exvminer in spesking of the men who
get rid ot their pension mone¢y in a few
days after receiving it. ‘The other day I
learned of an old soldier who is nowa
member of the bottie gang; that is to say,
he loats with a 1ot ot fellows whose sole
ambition 1s to have money enough to buy a
pint,of liqour. This fellow has a strange
way of getting rid of his pension money.
He is tattered and torn and uckempt.
When he draws bis money the first thing
he does is to call a cheap cab, hire it by
the hour then Arive about the city slone.
He stops at various saloons, spending a
little bere and there, and keeps on until
every dollar of his pension allowance has
been spent over the bar. He eojoys this
swell method of getting around and if his
allowance was $1,000 a quarter he'd spend
it in the same way. He says he is satisfied
just to havea day’s taste of what other
swells have for a whole season.

‘Then there is a tailor of my acquaint-
ance no! far from New York who works
steadily at his trade until he draws hig
pension, and then he ceases work and
takes a railroad trip to some point to
which he has never been before. In this
way he hes visited every point ot interest
wituin 500 miles of his home, as he takes
four trips a year. He tell his friend he'd
be travel'ing all the time if he could, and
he always goes in the most expensive
manner possible, stopping at the be:t
hotel and using parlor cars and a state-
room in the sleeper whenever he can
When necessary he adds some of his sav-
ings to his pension allowance for the trip
he,bas mapped out. I knew of’another pen-
sioner who spends halt his nights in charity
beds. He picks out the swellest barroom
that will tolerate his presence and spends
every dollar there all on one kind of
drink. He isa vermouth fiend, and when
his pension money is all gone he'll fall back
on the cheapest alcohol he can buy at
a bardware store, dilute it with water, and
shift along with that until his next pension
check arrives. When he is spending his
money he’ll invariably drink to the health
ot Phil Sheridan, becauss the general’s
picture was on his pension check. I
know one poor fellow who has better judg-
ment. He cashes his pension check, and
then goes to a five-cent eating house and
pays over $15 cash in advan:e to assure
himself of food for as many weeks, The
remainder of his pension money he'll blow
in treating all the children on tue block to
candy. There are three old veterans who
are about as selfish as any men I know.
They bave retolved never to spend a dol-
lar of their pension money on any one
else. They pay their own bills, sit togeth-
ea in the theatre, drink good wines, smoke
good cigars, eat the best meals they can
agree on, and in that way they keep it up
until every cent is gone. Then they’ll
seperate, go about their busiress and never
see each other uotil the next pension pay-
ment, when. they’ll come together again
for another joily but selfish time. They
fought in the same baitery, allare widow-
ers with something laid by to keep them,
and have agreed together to spend Uncle
Sam’s money in the way they do. KEsch
makes out a programme, and when they
meet they compare notes and adopt the
best. I know a colored msn who spends
every dollar ot pension money on clothes.
He wss a Captain’s cook, and was wounded
at Chancellorsville, He’s a cook yet, and
earns fair wages in a restaurant or a coffee
piace, but he makes it a rule to buy noth-
ing but clothes with his pension check.
He has a great layout of neckties, collars,

and cuffs. He has & weakness for them,

aud his piok silk shirts at colored cake
walks are quite familiar I am told.
‘Another man draws Lis pensicn morey,
gets a burdle of new underwear, cheap
clothes, shoes, necktie and bat, and starts
tor the nearest barber’s for a bair cut and
shave. Then he'll go to one of the cheap
Turkish bathhouses ani take a bath. He'll
come out brand ncw, and every dollar that
he has remaining he'll tlow in at some big
hotel bar uptown to hear the brokers and
money men talk of the outlook in Wall
street. He's a money king with the rest
of them, and he'll swell it fairly well, and
in a day or two go broke again. He has
a weakness for financial matters. I have
yet to know the first poor devil who sky-
rockets his pension money in gambling.
My experience is that almost all the
old soldiers want to be eure of recieving
something substantial for their money.
‘Ot course, the general ru'e is that
pension money is put to good ute in a
thousend diffcrent waye. I am only tell.
ing you of some of the oddities. Wby 1
know a pensioner whose weakness runs (o
borseback riding, and a certain livery man
gets nearly every dollar for horse hire.
He's the happiest man on earth when in
saddle, pays cash, and, strange to ray,
never in all his years has he ever asked
credit for a eingle ride. I am sure the
livery man would readily allow him a horse
tor nothing, once in a while, but the cld
soldier would rather walk for his exercice.
He isnow 55 years of age, gets $15 a
month pension, I thivk, and rides very
well. There is not a man in all my
ecquaintance that I assist more cheertully
than a rounder over in Jersey. He has a
mother in the coal regions. Every time
he draws his pcnsion money he'll go and
buy a box of stockings, gloves, gingbams,
handkerchiefs, dress goods and shoes, and
off it goes to the good old mother,
who imagines her boy is doing so well
that he doesn’t need his pension money.
Baut he does, {for half the time he's huogry
and tattered. But he says, ‘Sze nursed
m2 back to lite when I got back irom
the army and she can bhave all

that pension graft.’” He prefers to buy
things, and takes a world of pleasure in
selecting the articles. He knows his sister
gives the old lady, a good home, which he
has not seen however for ten yesrs. He
says he'll get there n¢xt summer, if be can
make a stake, and surprise them. I pro-
mised to belp bim. Some time ago we got
an old pensioner a job as sssistant fireman
in one of the public buildings. Hos's a
great old cooky in his way. Why, he
won’c work a stroke when he gets his pen-
sion, but. summer or winter, he'll spend
every dollar going fishing. And he’s like
the farmer’s wife that milked fifteen cows
every dey and never tasted milk. He
never eats fish. Numbers o! pensioners I
know who never bave a dollsr and do not
know the worth of one. Th:y are poor
fellows who loaf around and pick up a pre-
carious living in odd places, and when
they get their pension live high, treat
everybody ia sight, feed the gang and
shoot up every penny before mornirg. I
was told of a pensioner who is fairly well
oft and donates every dollar he receive as
pension to the church. He wouldn’t spend
a cent of it.

‘No: I never heard of anyone returning
bhis pension money to the Government. |
did hear a slight case of consciencs money
but I caunot vouch tor it. One poor fellow
who is blind has a standing order for all
new army or patriotic music that comes
out to be sent to him. He bas a music
machine of some kind to eatertain him.
Over in Pennsylvania there is pensioner
who is crazy only in the pension season.
When he draws his money he'.l decorate
himeelf with all the teathers from old mil-
linery axd the barunyard, ribbons and rags
and colored by, and then go around
the strects giving small change to the
school children until every dcllar is gone.
Then he'il return to his work as if nothing
bad h:ppened. Nothing is said about it be-
cause he is harmless. An Examiner some
time ago told me of a manwho spends all
his pension on cemetery lots.’

Russeis.s ‘Spanish’ Navy.

The R:.ichswebr gives an almost comic
account of the Russian oaval maneuvers
which were held in the Baltic recently,
Every ship engaged in the operations was
not only short handed, but such men as
they had were perfectly untried han is, in.
capable of performing the most ordinary
duties, and cauing a large number of mi:-
baps by their bungling carelessness
There was a special lack of engineers and
firemen, to an extent indeed, which endan-
gered the safety of the ships. The allow-
ance of ammunition wtich had been placed
on each vessel was absurdly insufficient,
and rendered sny kind of systematic gun
practise impossible. In the auxiliary
squadron of thirty sbips no less than twenty
broke down so completely as to be entirely
hors de combat. ‘This’ remarks the

Reicheswebr, ‘is the flaet of the power
which desires to dispute Eogland's su-
premacy of the reas. Aoything more
ridiculous can hardly be conceived. If
this eqiudron was in the least degree re-
presestatives of the Russian navy Ruasia’s
competition for the supremacy of the world
may be regared by Eogland as a neglig-
ible quautity.

TOBACCO.

A Few Facts Not Known About Trade in
The Beductive Weed.

It may surprise many who enjoy the fine
flavor of the Egyptian cigarette to know
that tobacco raising has been probibited
by law in Egypt since 1890. This drastic
measure was adopted, curiously enough to
maintain the high reputation of Egypt's
cigarettes. It was discovered about eleven
years ago that many of the smaller cigarette
mekers were realizing large profils by
mixing the inferior tobacco of the country
with Turkish tobacco and selling cigarettes
made of {his mixture at the usual high
price commanded by the Eg yptian product.
It bad wop.a place among the luxuries of
the world, but it was in danger of losing its
pre-eminence through the deterioration of
the product. At first the Government
sought to mitigate the evil by restricting the
acreage devoted to tobacco raising, but it
was finally decided to stop the cultivation
of the weed entirely. To-day not a pound
of tobaco is raised on the 5,500 000 acres
of land under cultivation in Egypt. In
fact, there is nothing KEgyptian about
‘Ilgyptian cigarettes’ except that they are
made in Egypt. The tobicco comes from
Turkey, the paper from Austria, Germany
or Italy, and most of the labor employed
is Greek, except for the common brands,
which are consumed in Egypt and are
made by the natives. The grea‘er part of
the trade is cenfred in Cairo, where at
least 5,000 persuns are independent for
their daily bread upon this industry. Of
course the Goverrment derives consider-
able revenue from the tax it impotes upon
tobacco imports.

All American travellers in North Europe
know that they have to pay a good round
price for inferior tobacco products. The
best use to make of European grown tobac-
co 18 to keep, it for the pipe, but many
dealers persist in turning i1t into inferior
grades of cigars. lhe so-ealled ‘Havana
cigars,” mostly manufactured in Antwerp
and sold widely throughout Belgium, are

chiefly made of leaf grown in West Flan-
ders and are interior to most of our do-

mestic cigars sold at half the price. In
Germany, there are many factories turning
German grown tobacco into cigars, cigare!-
tes , snufl and smoking and chewing tobac-
co. Some Americans say it requires a
special education to learn to like the Ger-
man products.

No one has yet discovered what the
properties of climate or soil are that give
peculiar excellence to the tobicco leat
grown in certain regions. Tobacco grows
well in all parts of Cuba and the soil of the
tobacco plantations is mostly composed of
calarous rocks but why is it that the leaf
grown along tbe southern slope of the
Cordillera de las Organos in Pinar del
Rio, at the west end of the island, is the
finest in the world? Nobody knows, but
the fact is that the best tobacco ot this
famous Vuelta Absjs region is almost worth
its weight in gold and is reserved for those
who can afford to make the use ot tobacco
a dear bought luxury. Bscause of the ex-

cellence of its leaf. Caba is the most
famous tobacco-growing region and many
imagine that it isthe chief centre ot tobacco
production. The Cuban product, bow-
ever, in the best of times, is very small in
comparison with that of several cther coun-
tries. The Upited States is one of the
greatest tobacco growing countries in the
world. Over 220,000 tons of dried leaves
are prcpared every year in this country,
150,000 tons in India, about 100 000 tons
in Russia and 60,000 tons in Austria-
Hungary. Mr. Gollan, the Basitish ('onsul
General at Havans, says that the normal

tobacco crop of Cuba averages only about
31,000 tons a year. Even France in the
valley of the Garonne and in Algeris, far
surpasses Cuba in amount of tobacco pro-
duction, and fo do Sumatra, the Eastern
Archipelage and the Philippines. In 1894
before the internal troubles largely reduc-
ed the exports of the Philippines, these
islands sent abroad 119,977 tons of tobac-
co and 140 080,000 cigars.

All countries make tobacco an important
source of revenue, and in fome lands, most
conspicuously in France, Italy, Austria-
Hungary. and Spain, the tobacco
trade is a Government monopoly and
no one is permitted to engage
ia it unless he psys well for the privilege.
In Spain, for instance, one company pays
to the Government a very large sum for
the monopoly of manufacturing and selling
tobs cco in that country. Every cigar store
in the country is owncd by this company.

It bas eleven manufactories in different
parts of Spain, in which it employs nearly
30 000 girls. It maintains nearly 19,000
cigar stores, and it is estimated that 50,000
families are supported by the money dit-
bursed on its psyrolis. The sales of the
company amount to about $35 000 000 a
yesr. Barcelona spends $3 000.000 a
year for tobacco, and Madrid comes next
with about $2 500 000 a year. Though
Cuba was a Spanish colony, Havana
cigars kave always been as expensive in
Spain as in the United States, but all other
kinds are somewhat chesper than in this

country.

How he Resembled the Prince.

Oae of the members of a shooting party
on a certain moor was scarcely so popular
with his companions as he might have been.
For this Z , as we call him, had only him-
self to thank. Ile was a snob out and out
—a person of immense importance in his
owu estimation. Now, Mr. Z. bore some
slight resemblance to the Prince ot Wales,
and nothing pleased him better than to be
reminded of it.

‘Do you know,” he remarked oa one oc-
casion after dinner, ‘the Prince was ap-
proached at Windsor the other day by an

intimate friend of mine, who slapped him
heartily on the back and exclaimed : ‘Well
Z., old fellow, how arv you "’

There was silence for a moment, after
which sn old geatleman present ob-
served : —

‘Well, that might have happened; you
have something in common with the Prince.’

‘Do you really think so?’ ejaculated the
delighted Z.

h, yes, you certainly bave. You
smcke !

‘Doctor,’ said he, ‘I’'m a victim of insom-
nia. [ can’t sleep if there’s the least noise
such as a cat on the back fence, for in-
stance.’

‘This powder will be effactive,” replied
the physician, after compounding a pre-
scription.

‘When do I take it, doctor P’

‘You don't take it. Give it to the cat in
a little milk.

Harry : ‘Has Mabel's engagement been
announced yet P

Ehel: ‘No, but she blushes furiously
every time his name is mentioned and
says she just bates him.’
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Coughs

that kill are not distinguished by any mark or sign from
Any cough neglected, may sap
the strength and undermine the health until recovery is
impossible. All coughs lead to lung trouble, if not stopped.
Dr. Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral Cures Coughs.

“My little daughter was taken with a distressing cough,
which for three years defied all the remedies I tried. At
length on the urgent recommendation of a friend, I began to

ive her Dr. AYER'S CHERRY PECTORAL.

ttle I found to my grea. s
Three bottles completely cur
Salesman Wrought Iron Range C¢ , St. Louis, Mo.

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral
Cures all Coughs and Colds.

For free medical advice, write to our Doctor,
care J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.
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coughs that fail to be fatal.
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After using ono,
rise that she was improviug.
her.”—J. A. GRAY, Trav.
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