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Let us gatber around our table this week

-and exchange a few thoughts avd experi-
‘enou on dear gcod old St.

Valentine—

you know he comes to us this month leav-
iog his missives tender and true sentimen-

‘tal or silly—not the origin of the custom P

No: there I really can’t enlighten you
but it is ““as old as the bills’—wby, I bave
kieard my grandisther tell of it and I am
sure it was no novelty in his great grand-
{athers time. It is great fun to be one of
of a large family of young people at Christ-
mas time, at Thanksgiving, and at a good
many other anniversaries, but atno time
perhaps, is it so truly exciting as on St.
Valentines’ eve.

Ring. a-ding-a-ding-a-ding, don’t you
know just how it sounds, that crezy door-
bell ? Then there is a rush of many feet
along the passage, a tound of merry voices
and peals of laughter ringing through the
house, and before we have fairly got seated
or taken a long breath another tremendous
peal of the bell, a rush and a scramble

and a perfect Babel of talk and laughter !

a stranger to the custom ; might thiok we
bad sll sudce 1y gore mail—but no: it is
St Valentincs eve! And a very pretty
observance it is I think if conduct-
ed rightly. So many dainty little
offerings msy be made in this
way. A small bunch of flowers tied with
ribbon bearing a little card *‘with St. Val-
entine’s love"” will brighten the evening for
your sick school-mate. A box ot sweet-
meats, with the inecription ‘‘Yours grace-
fully, St. Valentine” for the boy friend who
has a sweet tooth (as what boy has not?)
wto helped you last week with thoss
troublesome sums, you couldn’t understand
in class, or a really pretty card with verses
expressing kindliest feeling for that girl
who seems to be hurt or offended with you
about something snd above all a trifle for
the girl or boy who ltas few pleasures in
lite, and might feel slighted it overlooked.
Little pen-wipers cut out of scarlet cloth
in the shape of & heart, make a dainty and
useful souvenir of the day, for school boys
and girls. The edges of the cloth, are
nicely printed, and you may either work an
arrow in gold colored silk across the heart
or embroider the initials ofa friend to
whom you shall send it—you know. ‘A
trifle neatly sent, and a sentence kindly
meant, will oft times touch a heart where
gold would fail.”

But ah ! I fear that the good old Saints
day is uted for most unworthy purposes
sometimes for instance—a petty spite may
be expressed througha Valentine, or it
may be made a means of purposely wound-
ing the feelings cf some sensitive person—
not {more {r«quently, T fear a wound is
made by St. Valentines sharp lttle arrow,
though mere thoughtlessness, and a desire
to have *‘fun”, as in the case of Bobbie
Allan, about whom I will tell you, asking
my boys and girls to remember that tricks
or jokes which hurt anybody are not fua at
all—they are mean and cowardly. Let
me describe to you.

Two Valentives.

«Ting-a-ling-a-ling-a-ling !" said Miss
Wade’s little shop-bell; and leaving her
tes, Miss Abbie trotted out of the back
parlor expecting to find & customer. But
no: the shop was empty ; looking towards
tte still quivering bell, she spied some-
thing white pushed in at the door-sill.

#01!a valentine,” she said *‘sure enough
this is the fourteenth” and Miss Abbie
layghed sottly 80 she saw two or three boys
burrying out of sight; surely she knew
one figure—yes, it was Bobbie Allen;
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mistake the
grey suit she had helped bis mamma to
make only a week or two ago. Smiling all
over her kind 1ace, to think she had csught
Bobbie in the act of remembering a lonely

She couldn't

maiden lady. Miss Wade opened the
valentine, expecting something pretty of
course, however trifling ; but if Bobbie
Ailen bad seen the change that came over
Miss Abbie’s face, he would bave felt both
eorry and ashamed, for he was not a bad
boy, only thoughtless sometimes of the
teelings of others—a rather common fault
among boys and girls, many of whom I
regret to say, consider a muiden lady a
good subj :ct for all their jokes and pranks.
How such a mistake ever arose I can’t im-
agine for these very ladies are often a
great comfort among childcen, of whom
they are almost always very fond. But
Bobbie's love of fun had somehow outrun
his usual kindness on this fourteenth of
February, as we will see by looking over
Miss Wade's shoulder at the valentine. No
tender nonsense, nd gentlemanly wishes
for her future good luck and happiness,
but a picture of a hideous cld spinster,
before a looking-glass, daubing paint on
her thin cheeks, while underneath were
these unkind words—
“Paint that face before the glass
As much as e'er you will
The phiz that nature ugly made
You make more vgly still.
You canvot paint the wrinkles cut
Nor put the beauty in
*Old maid” is written over sll
From forehead unto chin'

A hot tear or tworolled down little Miss
Wade's cheeks—she cidn’t often cry, but
to night she was feeling very sad, and
couldn't enjoy her solitary cup of tea for
thinking of a dear brother for whose sake
she bad remained unmarried, and whom it
had pleased God to remove from earth just
when he became a support and protection.
Yet Miss Wade’s many trials did not make
her cross and sour; no, indeed, and she
loved all children, especially little boys,
for the sake of the dear lost brother, and
now, she was disappointed in Bobbie
Allen.

“‘I wouldn’t have believed it” she said
to herself ; “‘so kind and polite he seemed
about the house ! Dear, dear! how sorry
his good mother would be! and I liked
Bobbie so much ! Ah me ! one never can
tell.”

Meanwhile Tommy Hooper (rather a
bad companion for Bobbie) drew him
around to the parlor window saying,—

¢ Lets peep in, and see the old girl in a
tantrum when she reads it.”

Looking cautiously in, Bobbie saw the
unfinished tea, the bowed head and sorrow-
ful face, and somehow all the fun went
suddenly out ot St. Valentine’s eve. He
said he was tired and went straight home,
to bed, but his pillow had a thorn in it;
he couldn’t rest for thinking of the unkind
thing he had done, and remembering how
Miss Abbie had taught him to tie a sailor’s
knot, helped rig his little ship, told bright
merry stories while she stitched away at
his clothes and best of all put an extra
pocket in his new pants.

““It, wasa sbabby thing to do” he told
bimself ‘‘and I wish with all my heart I
hadn't hurt ber feelings; but I didn’t mean
to.”

Ah! that boy’s excuse—we’ve all heard
it! well, some weeks later, a severe type of
measles broke out in the schools, and
poor Mrs, Allen had her hands more than
full, with Alice, Jack and Bobbie all down
at once. Miss Wade was called upon, and
promptly came cheerful and kind as ever;
Bobbie was left to her care, and fouud him-
selt in good hands; he thanked his kind
nurse most gratetully when she bathed his
burning face and aching hLead, great tears
filling his eyes when he thought ot that un-
kind valentine. :
~ How patiently Miss Abbie watched him
by night! What quaint old hymns she sang
to sooth bim, and what jolly stories she
told while his eyes were too weak to read !
Bobbie wished he could go back, to the
tourteenth of Febrnu'y, but this is one of
1he troublesome things in this lite we never
can go back and unco; let us remember
this my boys and girls and be careful ! we
may make amend in future—and this Bob"
bie resolved to do. '

Years after when Miss Wade was growing
old and beginning to feel feeble at times
Bobbie Allen returned fron Edinburg a
young M. D. settling in hus vative town,
he soon found that his old friend lived in
the same place, though not in the same
comfort ; and one night—yes, the four-
teenth of F'ebruary, would you believe it,
he stole around to the back window and
peeped in, justas he had done whena
boy! but ah! the cosy parlour was changed

into & bare-looking room, and poor Miss
Wade sat shiveriog over a handtul of fire,
drinking a cup of weak tea, without milk
she couldn’t afford to buy; for the little
shop had not flourished of late years and
when Mrs. Allen moved away she lost her
best friend.

“I’ll send her another valentine” said the
big boy'at the window. ‘‘You shall have
a dollar Miss Abbie, for every song you
sang me through that measlis scraps.
““‘And dashing away to his office, the young
doctor enclosed a generous bill in an en-
velope addressed to ‘‘Miss Abbie Wade,
from an old friend” and didn’t that old
shop-bell quiver with excitement when cal.-
inggMiss Abbie on a such pleasant errand!
It is only a pity De. Rob couldn’t have
seen her face, when she opened this second
valentine and heard her hearty ‘‘God bless
the giver.” However he heard the story of
her surprise and gratitude many times
afterwards, when he aad given her a happy
hom3 as housekeeper, never to know want
and utter loneliness. But take care boys,
bhow you hurt anybody’s feelings. We
can’t Always make amends. AuNTt BELL.
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Trifles in neck decoration, cravats, and
bows of all sorts and kinds bave assumed
an importance in numbers, to say the least.
Judging by the vast area of neckwear dis-
played in the shops it would seem tbat
every woman in America was supposed to
wear some sort of cravat. There are neck
bands of white panne aud satin, corded
and tucked, completed with a chiffon or
lace bow, and neck bands of colored panne
and white satin combined, the panne form-
ing the upper halt of the collar, pointing
up bebind the ears, and with no bows at
all. Lace ties of point d’Alencon, frilled
and gathered, are attached to satin bands,
and the sailor knot is more popular than
the large bow. Sailor ties of soft satin,
edged with silk fringe, are very stylish,
and still more dainty are the lice ties,
with silk fringe on the ends. The feature
of all the transparent knots is to have the
edges made distinctive by some finish, like
a tiny ruching of chiffon, or firilled ribbon,
or lace. A plain silk shirt waist can be
quite dressed up by a collar of corded
white satin, with a corded box plsit de.
corated with crystal buttons attached to
the front. Plain white or black satin
stocks, with folded inch-wide ends be-
ginning at the upper edge in the back and
carried down in front, where they cross,
are very useful for morning wear, using a
pretty round brooch for a fastening.

. Crystais lockets incrusted with small
diamondes, gold purses outlined with a
fringe of pearls, enamelled pirs and pen-
dants in the form of weird dragons and
serpents and buttonhole watches of gun
metal are among the novelties in Parisian
jewelry shops.

Tucks have beld their own as & means
of decoration, and will be revived with a
flourish on our new summer gowns.

Material for blouses that will wash, put
up in proper lengtbs in a box like robe
dresses, is one of the novelties. White and
tinted muslins tucked in groups alternated
with lace insertion all ready to make up
are a very pretty variety.

Netted fringes have come around agsin
with the regulsrity of all things in fashion
which repeats themselves. They are used
for sash ends for mantles and gowns, and
particularly pretty are the netted inser-
tions set in above the hem of a cashmere
overdress, either one or two rows, as you
fancy, and fully two inches wide. It is a
very simple matter to learn to net, so
these fashionable trimmings can be easily
made by amateurs in the fringe business.

Brocaded gowns, pointed bodices, pow-
der, rouge and three-cornered hats—in
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Children should always
increase in weight. Not to
grow, not to increase in flesh,
belongs to old age.
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in weight should be steady
and never failing.
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Nothing in its appearance indi-
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resisting nature.

Is not a rubber cloth.

Suitable for any weather—wet or dry.
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The Rain-proof
Dress Goods.

fact all the hshlons ot the tnme of Louu
XV.—are prophesied for the near {future.
The hats are here already, and the close-
fitting pointed bodice is promised for the
coming summer.

Oriental designe and colors appear in
all silk and silk and wool.

Military cycling 'gowns are one of the
fancies in Paris. The skirt and coat are
of a dark blue cloth, trimmed with narrow
gold braid. The jacket has a piping and
facing of red, and the whole Jis crowned
by a dashing military cap.

Some of the latest bodice models are
fioished at the waist with a cord or a tiny
line of jet, which looks as if the days of the
belt were numbered.

Chenille, bayadere s'ripes, dots and
brok2n lines are introduced on silk and
hin fabrics very effectively. The stiipest
are in plsin neutral colors, or verigated
with several bright colors in a sort of hit-
or mtte-design.

The difficulty in miking an old gown
into a fashionable one is chiefly in the
length of the skirt, and one way to over-
come this is to ald a deep yoke of velvat,
silk or lace over silk. whichever is most
suitable for the materal.

A dainty novelty io muffs is made of
chiffon linad with sable, which forms a
band at eithsr end.

A dead calm seems to have settled down
on the sea of fashion, interrupted by noth-
ing save stary rumors and vagu:spec. 1 1ions
of things to come. (ae distinguishing fea-
ture ot the season waich promises to hava
an extended stay is the eelskin skirt, fitting
the hips more (losely than ever betore.
This is certainly an era in dress when
delicate siend  raess of figure couats for
much 1f you care to represent the essential
quelities of fashion. Dressmakers have
been tried beyond precedent with axacting
pettiors irom customers to give an appear-
ance of slenderness where none existed,
and they cannot hop3 for any rzlief during
the coming season. They are requested
not only to make the avoirdupois of the
customer disappear mysteriously at will,
but also to round out the figure in perfect
proportion. Surely the paths of the
modern dressmiker are not strewn with
roses.

Foreign fashion budgets tell us that
padded hips are the vogue in Paris, where
the ideal beauty in figure, just at the mo-
ment, is one with very broad hips quite
out of proportion to the siz3 of the waist.
The pads sre daintily covered with silk,
and either attached io the corsets or the
skirt lining. Evening gowns are already
made as tight as possible about the bhips
and contipue to add length in proportion
to the diminishing width at the top. These
clinging skirts may prove a blessing later
when the warm weather comes, as the
tendency is to wear less and less under-
neath them, so that the wearer may bave
every chance for a slender, fragile appear-
ance. Surely the woman with a perfect
figure has more reasons for gratitude than
ever betore.

The latest polonaise is magnified into a
double skirt which reaches almost to the
hem of the skirt, but it fits so closely above
the knee and falls. so gracefully into the
folds of the skirt underneath that it Jdoes
not take away from the height or add to
the appearance of sze. For the perfect
figure and the skilled dressmaker the
genuine Princess gown is in great demand,
especially in the dressy materials, which is
an interesting item ot fashion, as American
women are rarely ready toadopt a mode
until after its first success has been fully
established in Paris. The new glossy
crepes de chine, satins and velvets are cut
into Princess form and so are the dispban-
cus materials lined with silk. A Princess
evening gown of satin in the pretty pinkish
tinge of a seashell is one of the new
models, and is made to open narrowly
down the front over a tablier of plaited
white mousseline de soie lined in stripes
with silver pailettes. A ruche of mosse-
line lines the entire skirt around the edge,

‘and an embroidery of applique pink,

velvet and lace, with sequins, adorns the

front of the ‘bodice and decorstea entber
side.

Crepe de chine in any of the pale shades
made with a tunic overdress, edged with a
ruching of lace or mousseline de roie,
makes a charming evening gown, which
can be utilized as a dinner dress by adding
the lace guimpe and sleeves. The skirt
for this eort of dress hais a wide circular
flounce finished, like the tunic, with a
ruche.

Tunics and polonaises promise to be a
eature of modes in mutlin gowns for the
coming season, some of the advance models
being variously shaped atthe bottom of
the overdress in scallops or deep pomnts
trimmed with lace. A long overdress
laid in box plai's all around, closely stitch-
ed in from the waist to the knee, where the
fullness flares over a wide plaited flounce,
is one of the new modelsin foulard silk,
and still another in dimity is very prettily
myde with groups of fine small tucks in
vertical lines five or six inches apart all
around the upper part of the skirt. The
lower part is a deep, partially circular
flounce, the tucked part having the appear-
ance of an overdress falling over this in
deep points, edged with wide lace inser-
tion. The bodice is tucked and trimmed
with the Jace arranged in a pointed yoke.

The new muslins show many floral de-
signs. Dresden patterns and daiaty rose-
buds scattered over the surlace. Roses
in all sizes and colors, with piok in the
lead, blossom out in great profusion on the
new wash materiyls, which bave a fresh
beauty this season in the glos'y finish which
gives them the appearance of silk. L. 'nens
and ducks are to be very much worn white
being trimmed with a pointed or scalloped
applique design of colored linen stitched
in, the white lapping over the edges.

Pale blue and cream silk muslins prettily
dotted with full-blown pink roses will make
the daintiest kind of summer dresses, and
miny of the cotton muslins, quite as pretty
in effect, have dots and spots of black
mixed in with the flowered pattern. Striped
muslins, with cords in the stripes, and
white batistes with colored stripes are all
very pretty, especial’y the latter, which

are more like the old pineapple cloth than
anythiog elre. A new fabric is a motelasse
in fine checks, and and then there are all
the old-time shot and plaid ginghams and
embroidered Swiss muslins in new designs.

SIX WEEKS IN PAIN DUNGEON.

A Oonfirmed Invalid From Acute Rheuma.
tism—South American Rheumatic Cure
Gives Him His Liberty.

Geo. England, of Chatham, N. B.,isa
carpenter and ship-builder by trade.
Through exposure to all kinds of weather
he contracted a most acute form of rheu-
matism. His joints swelled and stiffened,
and he was laid up in his bed for »six
weeks. After doctors had failed to re-
lieve bim he tried South American Rheu-
matic Cure, and to use his own words:
““In 24 bours after I bad commenced tak-
ing the remedy the Snin all left me, the
nwoll:’ng subsided and to-day I am a cured
man.

Don’t Cough.

There is nothing more irritable to &
oougb than coughing. Constant coughing
is like scratching s wound so long as it
is done the wound will not heal. When
tempted to cough draw a long breath and
bold it until it warms and soothes every
air cell, and some benefit will soon be re-
ceived \ from this process. The nitrogen
wbich is thus refined acts on the the muc-
ous membraue, allays the desire to cough
mdlngel the throat and lungs a chance to
hea

Rug and Mat Makers

Color Their Rags and Yarns
W ith Diamond Dyes,

I have made several very bhandsome
Rugs mdumlor thehonu that I am
very proud of. rags and pieces of
cloth and flaomel mmnyllmnd
Mats were all dyed your wondertul
Diamond Dyes. The colors are rich and
brilliant, mdl fiod they are unfading.
Diamond Dyes are tlubelt I ever used.

MRS. L. F. BOYNTON,

Wmlpq. Man,




