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FORETOLD BY PARROTS.

FEATHERED EARTHQUAKE SHARP
IN GUATEMALA.

vy

Excitement Among the Birds Just Betore the
Shock Came—Respsact Inspired in Nativ-
e8 by Their De¢nliugs with Satan—A Duel
Beween Parrots.

‘You had best not ride the black mule
to-day, Don Carlos,’ said the old Iudian on
the Guatemaian ceoffee finca to the young
American. The latter was preparing to
take a nine-mile ride to the Post Office and
and returned betore noon breskfeast.
‘Thera is going to ba a bud earthquike,
the Indian contivued, ‘and the muls will be
frightened to death. Take the little bay
beast instead.

‘Don’t you think I can manage the mule?
I'm not atraid of her,’ replied Don Carlos.

‘It's not that, Senor. If the quake
comes when the mule is tied, she will break
away for certain. Nothing will hol1 her,
and I know there is going to be a big
eartbquake.’

‘How do you know that Manuel?”” Did
the spirit in the Takana volcano inform
you or are you a good guesser on the sub.
ject?’ asked Don Carlos incredulously.

- “Are you an earthquake exper!?’

_'Th@ parrots have been makitig miuch
fiose this morning, Don Carlos. I
know there wili be an eartbquake and a
bigger one than ususl. The parrots al-
ways raise such a rumpus when a beavy
ona'is coming. You will see I am right,

Sctnor.’
The parrots bad been keeping up a

terrible racket ever since daybreak ihit
morning, 8o much so that Don Al¢jindro,

whose English blood bad resented deeply
their intrustion oo his plsantation without
permission, had risen wrathtully in his
prjemas and fired a load of shot at the
birds nearest the bouse. This only had
toe effect of dviving them to a sater dis-
tance ia the tops of tha tall, sentinel-like
trees scattered sparsely among the coffee.
From thees points of vantege t.ey jeered
and hooted at Don Alejindro for an hour
or more in the hauve parrol language.
The psrrots were wild and knew not the
speech of man—only such profanity as was
directed at tbeir heads on account ot tkeir
noise and clamour. They made such a
discord flying from one tree to another
and t:lling their stories in harsh, strident
tones, that sleep was out of the question.
Don Alejandro was forced to forgo his
mceraing nsp. He therefore got under the
reireshing shower bath and ordered the
morning cub of coffee, with the slice of
bread accompaniment, which in the tropics
does for brcakfast.

Don Al¢jandro and Don Carlos drank
their coffee and tken, the younger man
ordered the mule saddled. Hs took the
advice of Manuel and rode the steady mule
The parrots must bave had some sort of a
tip atter all. Don Carlos had ridden
scarcely two thirds of the nine miles when
the earthquake came and proved to be a
big one. It was, indeed, much worse than
the imaginary earttquake seemed to be on
the night when the big house dog sneaked
under the lone bed, end rising, made the
sieeper think the worid wss coming to an
end. This time the quake was so pronunc-
ed that the pools of muddy water in the
road—it was in the rainy season—were
greatly agitated. The mule spread her
legs apart like tke supports of a particular
ly bow-legged dachgbucd and waited until
the thing was cver. Tte apimal swayed
and rocked under Don Carlos as if stie had
been a ship in a heavy sea. When the
quaking bad ceased, the mule gave a sigh
of relief, a snort, and proceeded. All the
time the parrots had been flying overhead,
shouting out in their jarring, discordant
tones. ‘I told you sc! I told you sol’

D¢n Carles rcrstcted his head and
marvelled. ‘I wonder how those birds
knew what was coming,’ Le said to bimselt
“They must be in league with Old Nick »

In Guatemaia the parrots have much the
same reputation among the natives as the
blue jays possess among the negroes of the
States. Like the jays they are popularly

supposed to bave private deslings with

Satan. On this account they are respected
to a certain extent. Though the Indians
and country people are fond of making
pets of them they geldom kill the birds,
The mest sought after are not the pure
grecn, but those with yellow or rep marks
on the neck and crest. From being
feathered boiler factories in sound when in
their wild state, they become boney-voiced
creatures when tamed and educated. They
lisp in the soft mellifluous Spanish tongue,
with the accent of the pure Castilian. They

even shrug what sboulders they have in
keeping with this. When oue of them is
told, ‘Adios, chico’ (good-bye, little one),
it will respond quickly and cheerfu'ly with
‘*Adios, Senor bueno,’ followed by a string
of felicities a yard long with, as a firting
ending, a kiss, which expreeses thp essence
of bliss.

The parrots of Guatem: la are something
of birds ot passage and pleasure. In the
early morning they can be seen flying from
the lowlands, where they make their roost-
ing places, to the bigh ground. Thy
frequent the coffee fincas si'uated at an
elevation of from 2 000 to 4 000 teet about
sea lavel, in ths day. They leed on bar-
anas, plantains, and other fruits. Always
cheerful, ever restless, they skip from one
to another of the tall tre¢s, enjoying them-
selves by shinniog up in true parrot style
the smoothe, white shatts cf the tropi al
forests. They fioish up their business in
the highlands regula:ly about an bour be-
fore the sun sets. Then they depart, nev r
singly, but in couples or fl.cks of 6 or 7,
for their roosting places further down,
where it is warmer at night. They fly
high, retembling somewhat pigeons on the

on tke wing, but not moving so swiltly.
While in Hight they utter their accu tomed
¢ries. So regular are the parrots in their
comings and goings that the natives keep
the time of day by them. If an Indian is
asked the hour in the carly morning, he
morning, he will respond :

‘It is not mnch after sunrise, Scnor. The
parrots have not long comz.” If at noor,
or thereabouts, he will s:y: It must be
midday, Seror. The parrots are quiet.’
like the rest ot the inhabitants of the country
who can do #o, the parrots take a siesta at
noon. At any rate they are silent,

It was the writer's fortune to witnesa &
novel contlict in the heart of a Gustemalsn
forest between two parcots. It was in the
afternoon, and the lony wait for a deer,
which never cime, by the side of a mcuntain
stream that had been fatiguing. [t was warm
in the forest. On one side of ihe strand &
a little river rippled over the stones. Save
for the droue always heard ia such a place
the occasional chirp of an insect, the rus-
tle of an animal, p:obably a p ccary, in
the foliage all was still. Tae gigantic
ferns and vines maited together ¢ffectually
concealed the watcher, as leaned bis back
against the smooth, white trunk of a tree
which ran straight up 1n the air, without
a limb, for seventy-five or eighty teet. ‘Lhe
hunter had almost fallen asleep. Sudden-
ly, screaming shrilly and fiercely, two par-
rots darted out from the surrounding foli-
age, apparently so intent on their quarrel
&s to be totally unaw:re ot the presence of
a man, Up ard down, around the tree,
first one in pursuit then the other, they
flaw with teathers rufil d and every evid-
ence of parrot rage. Several thay vanish-
ed in the dark depths of the forest, their
cries growing fainter and fainter. Then
as quickly they appeared, anl the chase
about the white body of the tree began
again.

Apparently with one accord the two
biras alighted. They were fine specumens,
both malis, from their briliant plumage
and their eiza. The deer torgot.en, the
bunter watched the two contestants. They
rested within a foot or so of one another,
bills open and neck feathers ruffl:d, lke
two gamecocks. Then, as if sparring tor
an op-ning, they advanced on one another
Feathers flew, and both retreated. Tacy
were too tired from their efforts to utter
more than an occasiooal cry. As quick as
a flash one carted at the other, se¢iz ng its
neck in the powerful beak. There was a
snip ! like that ot a pair ot spears through
a thick piece of cloth. With its neck
banging limp and striving to retair a toot-
hold by one claw, the injured bird flutter-
ed to the ground, catching bere and there
an outstretch-d branch or vioe tendril.
With a cry of triumph the victor flew
swittly into tbe forest and was gone.
When examined the dead bird was tound
fo bave had its neck almost severed.
Those who bave experienced the torce ot a
bite from the strong bill ot one of the
birds can recogmzs bow readily the
teathered covqueror disposed of its rival.
As a general toirg the Guatemalan parrot
is eonsidered to have an excellent dispos:-
tion, compared with those ot some of the
other Central Amer.can States. It is as-
serted, towever, thet such couflicts are not
infrequent among them.

The bes’ parrots on thy Pacific coast, at
least from Panawa to San Francisco, are
said to come frcm Corinto, Nicaragua.
Every potth bound steamer which stops at
that port takes on board dcz:ns of the
birds. The occupants ot the torecastle do
considerable epecula ion in that line, die-
posin ; of the birds in Saa Francisco at two
or three bundred per cent. above toeir cost
price in silver or tin money. It was this
woica led a traveler on aship to oSan
Francisco to remark sapiently that after
leaving Corinto there were far more par-
rots eboard than passengers.

The birds build their nests in hollow
traes, and they must be taken ycuogin

order to be properly educated for pets,
No parrot haviog attained its majority
without having become acquainted witha
buman can be tamed.

THR TARTARIAN LAMB.

A Strange Plint thst ‘' 1isely Resembles an
Avimal,

Among the strange stories to be found
in the narratives ot early travelers, few are
stranger than that of the vegetable lamb
of Tartary. This story, as believed by
the reading public, and even by the natuaa-
lists of two centuries ago, is so marvelous,
and so obviously absurd that we wonder
how the most credulous could have be-
lieved it to be true.

The story is that in an elevated and cul-
tivated salt ploin ot great extent, west of
the river Volgo, there may be found a
creature half-animal, balf-plant, to which
the natives give the name of barometz
meaning ‘little lamb.” To obtain it, the
Tartars sow in the ground a seed like that
of a melon, from which, in due time, rises
the strange plant, having the figure of a
lamb, with the feet, the h»yofs, the ears,
and toe whole head, exceptthe horns, of
that animal distinctly formed.

It grows on a stalk about three feet in
height, being according to one version,
rooted to tbe ground by its four feet, while
another account raites the whole lamb,
feet and all, from the ground on a single
stem, on which it is able to tu'n, and also
to bow itself downwards to the h:rbs on
which it feeds. Tt lives as long as there is
grass or herbage around it, but when it has
consumed all within its reach, it dies, and
withers away. Its skin is covered with a
verylwhite down, as fine as silk, and is
greatly prizad by, the Tartars, who pnll it
off, and we r it as a cover for the head.

Inside, it is composed of flesh and bones
and when wounded it gives out a liquid
resembling b'ood. Wolves are said to be
the only animals that will eat it, and they
are very fond of it.

Specimens of this rerarkable produc’ion
were looked npon as the rarest treasmes
in the ccllections of the curious in days
gone by. Two different specimens have
been described in the ‘Philosophical Trans-
actions.’ and a third has its portrait g‘ﬁyen
in an engraving in Dsrwin's ‘Flower
Garden’ and its history told in tha florid
verse of that work.

The ‘lamb’ isa natural production,
greately helped, in the devilopment of
the particulars in jwhich it most resembles
that creature, by the ingenuity of the na
tives. The body is a portion of the crcep-
ing stem of a species ot fern which gener-
ally grows aserect as a tree. This stem
is densely covered with beautiful, jointed
silky bairs, of arich golden color.

On the suiface next to the ground a few
roots are given off, while the leaves—or
fronds as they are calied in ferns spring
ttom the upper turface. The fronds reach
a beight of twelve or fourteen feet, and
have a long bare stock betore the leaf is
epread out The Tartar takes a suitable
part of this creeping stem for a body, de-
prives it of the roots, and of all the stalks
except four, which are intended to be the
legs two sbort omes for the ears, and
s stump for the tail, and then turning it
upeide down, trims the stem, and so pro-
duces this marvel of the early exployers.

The fern, knowu to botanists as the
cibotium bartometz, is a native of Fstern
Asia: 1t bas been introduced into our con-
servatories, where 1t flourished, producing
after a few years’ growth, good specimens
of the ‘lamb’ .

The silky hairs of this form a favorite
remedy among the chinese tor checking the
flow of blood by applying thtm to a wound
1n the same way that felt or cobwebs are
used by some people in this country. Thae
most fibrous snd elastic hairs of several
species ot the same grour. nitives oi the
Sindwicn lslands, are largely exported
trom these Islands to California and Aus-
tralia for stuffiog cushions and for similiar
purposes.—Paniladelpbia Times.

Found the Needle After Many Years,

In the summer of 1881 Miss Emma J.
Keener of Marion, Obio, swallowed a
needle one inch and a fourth long, which
she had used in eewing. At thetime it gave
ber much alarm, but, suffering no incon-
venience, she was advised to await the
results, as nothing could be done but to let
it have its course. The following year ste
married Jacob W. Berry. She is now 1he
mother ot six children, but has not suffered
from any serious illness, occasionally
complaining of a distress in the stomach,
which was attributed to indigestion. For
three days pist she bas complained of
something pricking her in the pit of the

stomach, which sensation increased in vio-
lence, until last evening she discovered a

sharp point protuding from the stomach
just below the eusiform cartilage, and, up-
on grasping it, brcught out the broken
needle, three-fourths ot an inch in length.
The %:eltion now that troutl:s the patient
is. hat has become of the other piece of
the needle, and how did it become broken ?
She is suffering ro inconvenience, butis
somewhat nervous over the result—Cin-
cinnati Commercial Tribune.

TRIOKS OF SHARP SMUGGLERS.

Shrewd Schemes by Which Diamonds are
Brought in Duty Free.

On the line of the Grand Trunk Railway
near the littla town of Merriton, Ont., and
about ten miles from the Niagara River, is
a short tunmel {through wbich the rail-
road passes under the Welland Canal.
This little tunnel, though insignificant of
itself, has been the means of befiling the
deteclives of the American custcms more
times than they would care to acknowledge
-and yet it seems they have never got on to

it. To illustrate how it is done I
will describe the methods employed
by the smuggling sgents of two

large jewelry firms. The same men—there
are three of them—are employed by both
firms, and probably by others.

It is & well-known fact, and to none bet-
ter than the smugglers, that no consider-
able purchase of precious stones can be
made in Earope without the purchaser and
his bargain becoming immediately an ok-
ject of interest to the agents of the Ameri-
can Government, and thenceforward kept
in sight. So that the agent wto goes to
Montreal to receive them does so fully ex-
pecting to be watched snd tracked from
the moment they come into his possession.
As a general rule this expectation is fully
realizod, but still the advantege is on the
side of the smuggler, for his p:ans are fully
matured, and he bas the confidence of ex-
perience, while the detective, no matter
how shrewd, can only watch and await de-
velopments.

Having secured the precious package
Agent No. 1 as I shell ca | him, instead of !
starting for tae nearest point on the line,
buys a ticket for Toromto, managing to
arrive in that city in the evening, and
spending the night there. Next morning
he buys a tickst for Bufl.l), and takes the
train for that plec’, & movement which no
doubt meets the full approval of the patient
watcher.

At the little city of St. Catherines, about
four miles f 'om the above mentioned tunnel,
the train is boarded by a man who from his
dress would be taken for a mechanic, who
enters the smoker, taking care if possible
to secure a seat near which there is at least
one other vacant. As the train leaves St.
Catherines, Agent No. 1 develops a desire
for smoking, and entering the smoker
secures a seat as near as possible to the
roughly dressed man, who is Agent No. 2
After a short stop at Merritton the train
moves on and & few moments later plunges
into the darkness of tha tunnel, which is so
mtense as to render seeing impossible.
Betore the light once more appears there
is a quick and silent movement, and the
precious package has passed from the
bhand of No. linto those of No. 2 and
when the train emerges from the tunnel,
both are calmly smuking and apparently
unaware of each other’s existence.

When the train pulls into Niagara Fa'ls,
on the Canadian side, No. 2 drops off and
disappears. while No. 1 remains on till
the American side is reached, where, it he

has been wat hed as expected, he is com-
pelled to submit to a most rigorous search,
which, of course results in no hing, save
the wear and tear on the feelings of the
disgusted eleuth who has been following
him. Meanwhile Agent No. 2 has tele-
graphed a few vague words to No. 3, who
18 quietly waiting in Buffalo, upon receipt
of which No. 3 buys a ticket for Cbicago
via G. T. R., snd taking an ordinary look-
ing valise, catches the train which suits
his purpose. Arrived at the Bridge,
which is the entrance to Canada, the
Canadian official, finding that he
is gcing through to Chicago, places a lit-
tle strip of paper on the valise, which
virtually declares that baving come
from the United States and being bound
for the same country without stopping, it
is not worth examining. When the train
leaves Nisgara Falls, Ont., 1t carries agent
No. 2 and 3. and when the tunnel is reach-
ed the packsge changes hands once more,
passing from No. 2 to No 3, and into the
bonded valise. At St Catherines, Agent
No. 2 leaves the train, and No 3 continunes
bis jourpey. At Detroit the American
cfficial sees the bonding strip on the valise,
perbaps adds, ‘Come right through, but
more likely says nothing and passes on,
and tbus the package is sately on Ameri-
can soil, the after part being too easy to
be worth mentioning.

TO TELL HARMLESS SNAKES.

How the Poisonous Reptiles Irject Thelr
Venom iuvto the Klesh,

Harmiess esnakes generally have two
rows of teetb in the upper jaw and one in
the lower, these teeth being slender, sharp,
comparatively short, and not set in sockets
as these animals do not tcar or mutilate
their food. The teeth are simply used as
hooks by which the food is drawn into the
snake’'s throat. The bones of the jaw
being movably joined together.
the teeth are advanccd on one tide securing
a hold on the prey, and then on the other
side, in which way the swallowing is ac-
complished. Poisonous snakes have two
long, sharp tangs which appear to be flat-
tened cut Jike a knite blade and then bent
up, forming a groove, in some cases form-
ing a closed tube, open, however, at doth
ende, the upper end of which is festened
to a bone in the cheek, which
moves with ease, so that the
fangs when not in use can be fol ‘'ed or
packed away. The saliva of all animale,
even man, contains poison ; though in man
it is greatly diluted and ot use in assisting
digestion. In the poisonous snakes it is
collected into sscs or glinds placed on
each sids of the upper jaw, says the New
York Sun. A delicate canal extends from
the poison gland forward under the eye to
the edge of the jaw and there opens into
the fangs, and to wuse tte poison
the snake has but to strike the

prey; as the faogs enter the flesh the
muscles of the jaw press upon the poison
glands, equeezs the poison througn the
little cansl down through the hollow of
the prison fang in the wound. Thers is
s most ingenious arrangement in the fang.
The opening is not at the very tip, where
it would be liable to get plugged up with
skin and flesh, but it 18 a little way up in
tront ot tae groove, so that the sharp point

oes in first :nd makes a litile hole into
which the poison flows.

Maud : *Ted, dear, I suppose papa was
rather crors when you asked him for me P’
Ted: ‘Oa, no. On the contrary, he
was quite pleased, and asked if I knew any
other quier, respectable young men who
could be coaxed into proposig to your

three sisters.’

attack of brain fever.

Cruz, Cal.
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Yhe hair

is like a plant. What makes the plant fade and wither?

Usually lack of necessary nourishment.

Ayer’s Hair Vigor restores gray or faded hair to its normal

color, stops hair from falling, and makes it grow, is because
it supplies the nourishment the hair needs.

“When a girl at schoo}5 in Reading, Ohio, I had a severe
n my recovery, I found mysel
perfectly bald and,'for a long time, I gared I shoul(ylrs b:
Bgrmanently 8o. Friends urged me to use Dr. Ayer's Hair

igor, and, on doing so, my hair immediately began to grow,
and I now have as heavy and fine a head of hair as one could
wish for, being changed, however, from blonde to dark
brown.” —Mrs. J. H. HorsNYDER, 152 Pacific Ave., Santa

ARyer's Hair Vigor.
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