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RABBIT FENCE IN AUSTRALIA,

Pottinga Wsll Around New fouth Wales
to Kcep out the Pest,

Everybody knows what a territla pest
the rabbit bas become in Australasia. This
little animal is an imported evil in the great
British islands of the southern seas, for he
did not exist among them until he was
brought trom Eagland and turned loose to
multip y in bis new hibitat. Unfortunately,
he found his new surroundings most con.
genial and so he has overspread all the
habitable parts ot Australia an1 New Z2a
land and has driven ths peopl: almost fran
tic, for nothing flourishes on a grander
scale than the rabbit in his new home, and
he bas actually endangered the existence
of other grass-eating anim:ls. The great-
est etlorts have been put forth to extermin.
ate bim, but thus far without success.
“There is probably no other animal that
supp'ies the markets of the world with so
many tkios in a year as the rabbits ot Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. About 6,000,000
squirrel skins ot Siberia are sent to Europe
aonually, but in one year as many as
8,500,000 rabbit ekins have been exported
from Australasis, and still there seems to
be no abatement ot the nuisance.

This is an evil that sportsmen unwitting-
ly iuflicted vpon the new country. It is
well known that the Australasian countries
are not rich in native fauca. After the
British settlers began to arrive they gradu
ally filled up the gaps in the local list of
animal lie by the importation of new wild
and domestic species. Sportsmen intro-
duced the deer, roebuck, hare and rabbit.
The pig was brought into Australia and
New Zealond, and a part of his numerous
progeny, escaping before the days of fen,
ces and pens has became wild and thousands
of wild pige are killed every year in tbg
thi‘kets. Masany ot (he streams were stock-
ed with salmon, trout and otber epacies of
fish frem the mother country. Bird life was
particularly scarce, and at great cost star-
lings, sparrows, blackbirds, thrushes, crows
luks and fiaches were introduced from
Fngland, quails from Csliforpia, and the
gray partricge and pheasant from China.
They have al become acclimatized, have
mul iphed prodigiously, and in Australia
to-day, a land of most peculiar and scanty
native fauna, the visitor from KEurope and
America hears the rame birds warbling in
the woods and encounters the same domes
tic and wild animsls as at home.

All of these varieties of animal life were
& blessir g to the country except the rabbit.
The man who suggests a practical schame
for getting rid of this nuisance will make
bis fortune. A few years ago the Goverr-
ment of New South Weles offered a reward
of £125,000 fcr a {feasible method of
tbkorough extermination. This tempting
offer stimulated tke ingenious and the
crapks all over the world, and 1,800
schemes were submitted to the government,
but not one of them proved to be practic-
able, and th2 reward bas never been paid.

Efforts are confinually making, bowe
ever, to mitigite the evil, and among ‘he
devices that are beginning to be =mploy-

ed 18 a fence that is said to be rabbit proot
the animal not beiog able to get over,
urder or through it. A few notes are
giveo in the last animal report of the De-
partment of Lands, New South Wales,
regarding the progress of the colonial
Government in its efforts to cope with
the rabbit pent by ths  erect
ion of a  rabbit fence. The first
fence built wes in 1897, and it ex'ended
frcm tke Queensland border to the Mamoi
R'ver, a distance of about 115 mil:s.
S nce then the Government bas kept up
the work of fence building, and the num-
ber of miles ol rabbit proof fincing now
erected in the colony is 17 280. Tze re-
port is accompsnied by a map, which
shows that the fence has been extended
alorg the entire western borden of the col-
ooy and along two-thirds ot the northern
boundary The purpose seemsto be to
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The People’s Faith

Firmly Crounded Upon Real Merit
—They Know Hood’s Sarsaparilla
Absolutely and Permanently
Cures When All Others Fail.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla is not merely a simple
preparation of Sarsaparilla, Dock, Stil-
lingia and a little Iodide of Potassium.

Besides these excellent alteratives, it also
contains those great antd-bilious and
liver remedies, Mandrake and Dande-
lion. It also contains those great
kidney remedies, Uva Ursi, Juniper
Berries, and Pipsissewa.

Nor are these all. Other very valuable
curative agents are harmoniously com-

bined in Hood’s Sarsaparilla and it is
carefully prepared under the personal
supervision of a regularly educated
pharmacist.

Knowing these facts, is the abiding faith
the people have in Hood’s Sarsaparilla
a matter of surprise? You can see why
Hood’s Sarsaparilla cures, when other
medicines totally, absolutely fail.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Isthe best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier.
Sold by all druggists. $1; six for $5.

3 - are the best after-dinner
Hood’s Pills s aia gigestion. 2se

extend a rabbit fence clear around the
co'ony to ity sea trontage. It is a modern
China wall, erected to keep out, not bar-
barians like the ancient Mongois, but
hordes ot animal pests that thresten to
over run the land.

PRIVATE MARKS IN WATCHRE?".

How Repiirers can Tell When and Wkere
Work was Done.

There was a crowd around the counter
of a jewelry store where watches sre re
ceived for repairs. A woman who was
evidently in a hurry made her way to the
place where the man with the magnifying
glass stood, and handed a little watch to
him.

‘Will you please tell me what ails this
watch P’ she asked.

The watch doctor opened the case de-
liberately, peered into the works, and
said : ‘It needs cleaning.’

‘My ! that seems strange,” said the
woman, ‘you cleaned it only a few months
ago.’

‘Is that so P’ asked the man, and opened
the case once more and made another ex-
smination with tha aid of a miniature
microacope. Then he banded the watch
back and saxd: ‘We cleaned this watch in
Dezcember, 1896, and it has not been in
our hands since that tlme.’

‘Is that so? I must be mistaken. but
how do you know when it was cleaned
last P’

The man explained that it was no trick
of memory, but simply the result of a
system. ‘Whenever a watch is brought to
us,’ he said, ‘to be cleaned, regulated, re-
paired, or ‘fixed up’, we puta tag onit
which is numbered to correspond with a
number in our work book. In the book
we record the styles and make of the watch,
the owner, what repairs are to be made,
and the amount charged for the work, and
wken the workman finishes the job he puts
the same number in microscopic figures on
the edge of the inmer case. A lectter or

tizn alsp shows what his been done to the
watch. S», you see, when a watch comes
here, we look tor a merk ot that kind,
and when we find it we refer to the book,
and there you are.’

The women left the watch with the man
of system, and when she had gone he said :
‘T'hat bappers many times a day. We
bave the most fun with the people who
say: ‘You guaranteed this watch for a
year when you repared it, snd here it is
cut of order sgain’ The glass usually
reveals the tact that the watch was ‘due to
bresk’ months and sometimes years ago.’

All watchmakers keep records and mark
the watches which are placed with them
for repai s. but no two hive the same
system. Some makers mark the watch
with the name ot the workman, and a re-
cord numbered af er it; some mark the
date and tre workman’s initial on the case,
#n i others have signs in coojunction with
these designations to show just what work
bas been dene on the timepicce.

The eystem of marking aod recording
watches is of much service to the police al-
so, and lost and stolén watches are identi-
fied daily by meaos o! the watchmaker's
private marks. —Chicago Inter-Ocean.

At What Age 1s Man Str ngest,

The muscles, in common with all the
organs of the body, have their stages of
development and decline: our physical
strength increases up to a certain age, and
then decreasés. Tests of the strength of
several thousands of people bave been
made by means of s dynamometer (strength
measurer ), and the following are given as
the average figures for the white race:—
The ‘litting power’ of a youth of seventeen
years 1s 5801lb., in his twentieth year this
increases to 6201b.,and in the thirtieth and
thirty-first year it reaches its height, 6561b.
At the end of the thirty-first year the
strength begins to decline, very slowly at

first. By the fortieth year it has de-
creased 8lb., and this diminution continues
at & slightly increasing rate until the fittieth
year is reached, when the fizure is 3301,
Atter the period of strength {ails more and
more rapidly until the weakness of old sge
isreached. It is not possible to give

statistics of the decline of strength after
the fittieth year, as it varies to a lrrge ex-
tent in different individuals.

CURIOSITY ABOUT THE DEAD.

Ununstarsl Desire That Prompts Strangers
to Invade the House of Muurning.

‘Please, missis, may I see the die-lady?’
The speaker was the bigaest of a group of
three diminutive street girls, and the door
bell which had just pulled vigorously was
buog with cripe. The reluctance with
which, when finally convinced that the de-
light of ‘seeing the die lady’ was not for
her, she led her little band of followers
down the steps again was characteristic of
a pbase of public curiosity, but little known
save to those who have personally experi-
erced anroyance from it, but which is de-
cidedly on the increase in Chicago.

Whether from religious, superstitious or
merely curiosity-satisfying reasons, there
are numbers ot people in this city who
m ke a practice of invading the houses in
which death has entered, and pestering the
mourners with requests to inspect the body
Up tn the door ot the darkened bouse just
mentioned crept that same afternoon, no
less than halt a dczen individuals of this
description, and of social grades and
characteristics widely dissimilar.

‘1 should like to pay my respects to the
dead,’ explained the solemn and obsequious
colored man, who tiptoed thither in the
gathering dusk. TLis man evidently had
an idea of indulging in a social ceremony
of some kind, and was really hurt as well
as indignant to find his modestly preferred
request refuseh.

*I’s 8o lucky to say a prayer by a corpee
pleaded the Iialian vender, who also im
portuned for ‘jast a peep a.' the dead
body, while the lame beggar who insisted
upon returning to the basement doorway
again and again until threatened with errest
offered no reason whatever for his peculiar
scion. Nor are such incidents as these by
any means confined to the class of individu-
als mentioned. There is a growing plague of
the people who stream in at funerals, an-
noy and distress harassed mourners by

their persistent petitions to be allowed to
view the sacred dead, and who even make
practice, where this is possible, of taking
the trip to the cemetery. Well-dressed
and ill dressed, old and young. rich and
poor, alike, these people are. Their per-
sistence is exceeded only by their num-
bers. and the only thing which will send
tbhem to the ri.ht-about 1s a stern ‘No’
Since the people whom they distress and
torment are rarely in a condition to be
stern and indigrant, they are often en-
abled to satisty their 1nexplicable de-
sires.— Chicago Inter Ocean.

PAT REPLY SAVES SERGEANT.

His Colon¢l Overlooked One of His Nu-
mereus Spreer,

When one of the distinguished briga-
dirr generals of the regular army was the
colonel ot an infantry regiment, stationed
at a lar Western post, he was known as a
deep, steady ‘“drinker Drink never
showed on him, but it was pretty well
known tLroughout his command that he
was, to employ the army pbrase, ‘corned
up’ just about all the time. QOge of the
first sergeants of this colonei's regiment
was notable in the outfit as a corking fine
soldier and tip-top non-commissioned
officer, but he had one fault. He was
bound to accummulate a buge, whooping
jag every pay day and he had to be *broke’
—'busted to the ranks, that is—a number
of times for this reason.

He was generally made a top sergeant
again, after a month orso as an unchev-
roned buck scldier for he was almost an
iovaluable man in the top soldier’s billet.
On one of the occassions when his first ser-
geant returned to his quarters after a two-
day whirl in the town adjoining the post—
be bad been absent without lesve for twenty-
four hours—the colonel and post command-
ing cfli er visited the lcck-up derelict at
the guard-house.

‘Look bere, my man,’ said the colonel,
remonstratively, ‘why in the devil do yecu
engage in this kind of funny business ?
You're too good & man to ruin yourself in
tais way. You're the hest first serzean;
I've got in my command, and here you've

gone and acted so sgain that 1've got to
break you. Why dou'sc you quit it ? Why
will you persist in getting drunk every
day ? Why dou’t you drick like I do
now

‘Because, sir,’ replied the top se.geant,
with a grin, ‘it I did I'd be dead in a
week ’

The ‘old mav’ grinned and walked off,
ard the first sergeant was not ‘broke’ that
time.—Waehington Post.

A Much Maligned Beverage,

‘“Desth in the tea-pot.” Well cheap teas—stews
ed in:tead of steeped—causzd the saying. Gooa
teas properly drawn, are 8 wholesome, as well or
palatebie drink; bat t'ey must be good, as, for
Tnstsuce, Teliy's Elephant Brand Iundo-Ceylon

ea.

What She Wanted to Know,

At a dinner party, not long ago, a cer-
tain young gentleman (an enthusiastic
golfer) started off with the whitebait to
enumerate to his partner the details of a
match that be had been playing tbat day.

It was not until the dessert was brought !
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on that he suddenly bethought himself that
he had been doing all ths talking; indeed,
the young lady has not s1id a single word

during the progress ot the meal. It wis
possible that she was not interested in the
subject—incredible, but still possible.

‘I am afraid I have been boring you with
this talk of tae shop,” h3 said, in halt
apology.

‘Ob, no; not at all, was the pretty
maiden’s polite response. ‘Oaly, what is
golt ?’

The American Soldier jn Manila,

Soms of the American volunteers in
Manila bave been poseibly lacking in dis-
cipline, but they have not been without a
rude Anglo-Saxon ides of justice in their
relations with the people. A California
paper has heard of an occurrence at Manila
from some returning soldiers:

The city was crowded with American
and Spanish soldiers, and they seemed to
be on the best of terms. A native Filipino
met a Spanish soldier on the bridge over
the Pasig, and without provocation, spat
in his tace. The Spaniard was about to
punish the native, when the Filipino ran to
an American sentinel who was on guard on
the bridge, and demanded protection.

It was sometime before the native could
make himse!f understood, and then the An -
erican made a strict investigation into wh t
had happened. When he had satisfied

himself as to what the nativa had done, he
bhanded his gun to the Spanish soldier,
caught the native by the neck and the trou
sers, litted him up, and threw him over the
parapet into the river.

Then he took his gun from the Span-
iard and calmly resumed paciog bis beat as
it nothing bad happened, while the Filipino
swam ashore and went his way.

Where Perfume s Come From.

It is an interesting thing to know that |

4 200 species of plants are gathered and
used for commer:zial purpses in Earopr e
Of these 420 bave a perfums that is pleas-
ing and enter largely into the manufacture

of scents and sowps. There are more
species of white flowers gathered thano f
suy other colour—1,124 1a all. Of th:se
187 have an agreeable scent, an extraordin-

—_—

arily large proportion. Next in order
come yellow blossoms, with 951, seventy-
seven of them bring pertumed. Red
flowers number 823, of which eighty-tour
are scented. The blue flowers are of 594
varieties, thirty-four ot which are perfumed,
and the violet blossoms number 308, thir-
teen ol which are pleasantly odoriterous.

The man who is always tryiog to create
a seneation will very soon get so that he
can’t create even a disturbance.

A Cecolonial Song,

Last Valentine’s Day, all things being gay,

Youngz Richard he mounted his dapple gray,

And away he rode to Wocdhouse Lee

The parson’s deughbter Jane to see.

Youn¢ Richard be put on his rosemary clothes,

His snhoes, bis periwig, and bis hcse,

Likewise a hat upon h's head,

Adcroes with ribbouns, green and red.

Young ~ichard he rode abroad in state,

At length he arrived at the parson’s gate;

A trusty servapt ushered him in,

This humorcuz courtsh’p to begin.

Youog Richard he strut ed about the hall,

And so n for Mi tress Jane did call,

Mistress Jane came traipsing down straightway:

‘And, pray, sir, what have you to say ?’

Young Richard he bowed ard he kissed his hand:

‘‘Cbhat, madam, you soon shall und«rstand.

It you consent to be my wife, I am sure we’ll lead:
a happ+ life.”

“It I consent to be your bride, pray, how for me
will yoa provide ?

For I can neicther sew nev spin,

Nor can I do ore earthly thing *’

* On, I can hedge and ditch and sow

And sometimes to the mat kst go

With Farmer Johnson’s ¢ rn and hay

And earn me a sixpence every day.”

‘‘gsixpence a day won’t buy us meat."’

‘“Gad zooks,” says Dick, *I’ve a sack of wheat."

This Lumorous courtship p'eased them quite;

It caused them a:l to laugh outright

Young Richsrd he had no more for to say.

80 he mouated his dappie and galloped away.

Carrie Lee,

Memories o f past days come o’er me,
T ey are sad to tel;;

And mcthwnks she’s now before me,
Woom I loved so0 well,

Ah ! thote duys with joy were laden,.
Deepest joy tome,

For tbere was a little maiden,
Gentle C: rr.e Lee.

Ah | the tripped at sunset’s glowing,
By the river's side,

Loving well to hear the flowing
Of iv’s rushing tide.

Gave she there one summer even,
All her love to me;

Angel nyw—for dwe 13 in heaven
Lovely Carrie Lee.

Surely her young heart was ligkter
Than should long be bere;

Su:ely her pure scul was brighter
Than taose to her near,

Ah ! the moments p 8s but ¢ lowly,
Sad sre they to we.

Frr sweet roses kiss tke lowly

Grave of Carrie Lee.
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: is*a good thing to be rid of, because bad blood is the =

: breeding place of disfiguring and dangerous diseases. Is %

} YOUR blood bad? You can have good blood, which is pure !

: blood, if you want it. You can Le rid of pimples, boils, :

: blotches, sores and ulcers. . How? By the use of Dr. Ayer’s :

: Sarsaparilla. It is the radical remedy for all diseases gf

: originating in the blood :

; .

: “Dr. Ayer's Sarsaparilla was recommended to me by m :

: msician as a blood purifier. When I began taking it 3

: boils all over my body. One bottle cured me.”— K

: BoNNER CrAFT, Wesson, Miss, ¢’
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