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He is not Sure Whether Demons Renlly do 

Possess People Some'imes, and Thinks it 

Best to Take no Chances—HIis Patients 

and His Cares, 

b 8 eps of people in Eist Pennsyl- 

vafi 19 familiar with the witch doctor of 

Rea .ing." No matter where he goes, by 
day ‘or by night, in carriag. >r on foot, 
people look after him and wonder who is 

bis latest patient. Pisin as a farmer, 
methodical, reserved, yet determined, and 

gifted with hard common sense, the witch 

doctor goes about his business, and in all 
the thirty yesrs of his practice he has 

never been accused of wrongdoing. His 

business thrives. 
‘They only send for me,’ said the doctor, 

‘when the usual medical treatment fails. 

Then they come for miles from all direct- 
ions, principslly in the country districts. 
You may be sure that when I do come to 

a house the case I find requires strong 
measures. If the sufferer is a man cr 

woman, boy or girl, it requires heoric at- 

tention. If the ordinary medical aid bas 
failed, and the verdict of the neighbors 

is that the patient is suffering from witches 

nothing short of something miraculous is 

going to satisfy them. I never tell a pat. 

jent right out what I think of the case. 

Sometimes I fiad a young woman upstairs 
in dark room shrieking that seven devils 
are after her. She is in a terrible nervous 

state, pacing up and down the floor, while 

her parents are in terror b¢ low. They have 
read their Old and New Testaments faith- 

fully, and they implore me to use my power 
to cast out devils or any familiar spirits 

that may possess the sufferer. I at once 
put myself in full communion with these 

people. As they believe so I balieve. I 

hear their story. Every symptom is relat- 

ed to me. For weeks the paitent bas 

been acting like one possessed ; no sleep, 
no apsetite, frightful ims ginations, spasms, 
wasting away, shrieks, hysteria, epilepsy, 

lunacy, whatever it may be. They say she 

is bewitched. 
‘I agree with them. I go to the young 

woman, sit dowu with her, order the I'ght 

of day turned into the room, take her by 

the hands. tell her to be calm, command 

ber firmly, yet gently to be quiet. I say I 

have come to cure her: I am the witch 
doctor. I tell her tbat I already know 

the evil spirit or demon that possess her 

and that I can certainly drive it from ber. 

Ii she is strong enough I take har down 
stairs and out into the open sir. To pacity 

her 1 may utter some strange sounds or 

words as | go: make some odd movements 

turn a chair back to the door; lay sticks of 

wond in her path; do any odd thing that 

she sees, while (I aay that for the devil, 

that for the witch, that fo r the evil spirit; 

anything that will strike the patient as 

a remarkable act or declaratiou—some- 

thing that she has never b:fore seen or 

heard. 
‘I believe in animal magnetism. You see 

I am physically strong. I believe in men- 
tal centrol to a certain extent. I find that 

the unusual, extraordinary, mysterious of 

heathenish as you may put it, has a wonder- 

ful effection on such a sufferer. She watches 

me closely ; listens attentively. I want her 

to do do this. I want to distract her. It 

is wonderful how the patient calms dowa. 

I appear terribly in carnest to defcat the 

witch, and in this way I have gained the 

name of wi'ch doctor. Then when I have 

the patient quieted I proceed to give her 

medicine to quiet her nerves; I induce her 

to eat; I go through various incantations at 

the door and windows of her room, vowing 

that every evil ivflience will forever be 

barred out, and try with my own strong 

will to impress it upon the suff:rer that she 

is to be free from the witch, and then I 

leave ber. 
‘In a majority cf cases such affl cted 

women ere restored to bzalth by proper 

mecical assistance and nursing. You 

khow that in this age, while it is very much 

improved over the century just passed, 

there are yet many in the backwoods dis- 

tricts who stil believe in being afll ected 

by spells from witches. Uundestand me, I 

do not say they are wrong. I have seen 

many strange cases and I cannot say that 

they were the result of an overwrooght im- 

agination. I only know that they acted 

as if thay imagined they were verging on 

insggitye Indeed some have told me they 

thot\yht so. Their nerves were completely 

upset. Yet all they needed were some 

strong force of mind and body to combat 

ghem and put them at their ease by assur- 

ing them that they woull be certainly 

relicved trom the powers of the witches or 

devils in ‘hem. 
‘Men are not so often at'acked. Young 

girls and young women are mostly afflicted. 

Sometimes I am called to see hoye, and at 
other times babies in the cradle. who are 

apparently starving amid plenty, but who 
have shrunk to living skeletons. The par- 

ents of euch babies invariably tell me an 

old woman witch is under suspicion. I at 
onc’ enter into their belief aud proceed 

, with a number ot inzantations, but leave 

medicines for the ailment I think ths child 

is ffl cted with, and then go away saying 

that [ had bsafil:d the witch, and giving 

special instructions sbout the first old wo- 
man who crosses their threshold. Mind 
you, [ do not say that a spell cannot be 

put on a child or any one else. It is saler 

to tell you that all such cases are over- 

wrought pervousness. But people have 
been possessed with devils in all ages. 

The Lord cast out devils. Familiar spirits 

are chronicled in #ll bistories. The 

American Indians had their medicine men 
who with incantations cast out devils, or 

evil spirits. We are no better than the 

people of a century or ten centuries age. 

We are weaker and wiser, but we may be 
ust as full of evil, and just as much sub- 

ect to devils as the peopl: ot the past 

were. 1 don't tay we are. but the sup- 

position is that we are, because we are 

weaker and wiser. 
‘We have keener imaginations, have 

more business, more mental activity, and 

our nerves are more played upon. Now 
couple a mentel or a nervous disorder or 

dicarrangem-ent of any bodily function with 

an imagination of devils, witches or devils, 

and what is the result? It must not be 

said that a man who pretends to cast out 

witc' es is a believer in witchcratt. The 

patients generally, are the believers, and 

they want human sympathy first, and then, 

having faith they can bé aided, possibly, 

better than in apy other way. But, mind 

you, I don’t say they are wrong. I dou’t 
say that the casting out cf devi's in the 
New Testament is false doctrine or pernici- 

ous teaching. The greatest scholars of 

past history believed in demonology. It 

is not for me to say they er: wrong. No 

one otf today will question the efficacy of 

prayer. Powwowing for burns or afflic- 
tions is simply praying for a cure or re- 

lief. You do not know what prayers may 

be said during incantations for the relief of 

the nervously distracted patient tbat is 
weeping, bewailing, moaning, jumping, 

shrieking or hysterically laughing at some 

imaginary obj:ct before her. But, alter 

all, it is the mastery over these suffarers 

that must be first secur-d. ‘L'heir ravings 

must be conquered by mildness. They 

must be made to feel they are in the very 

presence ot a witch doctor who his the 

power to destroy every evil influence. 

‘Very strang > cases are met with. Of 

course, I would not dare tell of the inde- 

scribable things I see in the rooms of some 

of these fem:12 suff-rers, Some are pos- 

sessed with the wildest terror, feir and 

hallucinations of the most extraordinary 

character. They will not only confess they 

are bewitched, but they will name th: witch. 

No matter if a perfectly innocent, Caristisn 
woman is pointed out, I must promptly 

coincide and proceed accordingly; cura 
the sufferer, and when she is out ot danger 
tell her she bad hold of the wrong witch, 
that it was an entirely different cause. She 
wil then be in a proper condition to re- 
ceive this news. Oi course there are in- 
cantations and prayers for every srange 
affliction or malady. Many people de- 
nounce it as black art. 1 have never yet 
pretended to supernatural powers. I 
would not openly say to any one that it is 
witchera!t or devils or demons that I attend 
te, but for present purposes [ will say that 
it is nervous or mental affliction brought 
on by various cases. Give a young 
womsn living a lonely life near a 
woods a change of scene. Tak3s her 
to a busy, lively city. Se what a wonder- 
ful change soon will coms. Give a girl 
company and it will make her a new being. 
I believe in home, sweet home, but at times 
there must be a change. A strange man 
can always do more with a patient than one 
who is well known. I say nothing againet 
the tamily doctor. Heis a good and much 
needed person. But in extraordinary 
c-ses there must be an extraordinary 
remedy. I do not wear a gown or any 
old dress, when I drive out d:vils. [ 
imply appear in my everyday clothes. It 
it 1s too warm I take off my coat. First of 
all I get ventilation in the room, and then 
go to work to bafils the witch or witches. 
That ie, if the patient can see me, aod is in 
his full senses. The patient must see me 
and teel the full force of my work. When 
patients are cured I may relieve their minds 
still further by more light on the subjact. 
It would not do for me to tell them 1 did 
not believe in witches, I do rot say there 
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is no such thing. I have seen too many 
strange cases.’ 
There are several men here who are 

said to possess vnusual powers in this line 
of healing. 

SAMO IN FIGHTING TACTICS. 

The Natives Fearless of Death but Easily 

Dispirited by a Wound, 

The repeated use otthe words, ‘‘am- 

bush” and ‘‘ambuscade’ is the accounts of 

the recent fight in Samoa makes it more 

than a iittle difficult to grasp the circum- 
stances from the scanty details. It by am- 
bush is meant what word has always 
meant in Indian warfare, then it does not 

apply, for the Simoin does not fight that 

way. His tactics in war are very simple. 
At the beginning be establishes himself in 

some shelter which will protect his own 
skin. This may be a convenient stone 

wall, or it may be a Samosn fort. The 

forts sre usually bulkheads of tree trunks 

thrown across some steep valley which has 

natural protection against beiog turned or 
taken in reverse. The wooden wall is 
backed by earth, and at convenient inter- 

vals are places where a good masksman 
might command the line of hostile ap- 

proach. But when the combat has passed 

the early stage of resisting an attack the 
Samoans seek to carry ths field by force of 

numbers and the impetuosity ot their rush. 

In this there is little of the real idea of 

amush, and tew Simoans could restrain 

th :msalvas long enovg1 to admit of a suac- 

cessful ambuscade. The probable mean- 
ing is that to the marines and sailors all 

bush fizhting with savages seems ambus- 

cade. Io the only other instance in which 

tha Simoans sail)rs have ventured to 
oppose the regular torces of white psopls, 

the [slaughter of the German sailors in 

1838 on ths besch at Fangalii the result 

was dae to the jfaculty of the foreigners, 

who coasted along within pistol shot of the 
beach, making themselves conspicuous by 

their white uniforms and showing them- 
selves so distinctly that the darkness of the 
night was no veil over their secsat axpedi- 

tion. When people fight savages in that 
way almost any ‘skirmish appsars as an 

ambush. 

There are two German plantations on the 

outskirts of Apis, each the property of the 

great Germany trading company known 

locally as the Garman Firm. One is the 
plantation ot Vailele, adjoining ths m1nici- 
pality on the east, an1 the other is the Va- 

tele plaatation, which is just beyond the 

western bouadary of the municipality. Tae 
present accouats do not maks it clear which 
plantation was the scene of the conflict. 

Yet as the two plantations are in a high 
state of cultivation and int3rsected in every 

direction by the only good roaisin Samoa, 

the conditions under whici thy battle was 
given should have been altogether in favor 

of the naval forces and as far as possible re- 

moved from tha conditions which Samoans 

would solect for their fighting. Taere ap- 

pears to be soms likelih)od that the combat 

was on th: Vailele plantation, to the east of 

the town, tor taat whole lina ot coast saems 

to have joined itselt to the Mataata side. Tha 

tact that the over:ear of the plantation has 

been arrested on the charge of aiding the 

sivages is still more of an argument for 

th: same opinion. The Vailele plantation 

is minag2d by Capt. Hufuagel, who had 

muh to do with tha former troubles of 

elaven years ago. The Vaitele plantation 

is under the administration of H:rr Tiede- 

mann who promoted from a little clerkship 

to his present place and carries with him 

tne somewhat mild manners of the Garman 

commercial man. The manager of the 

Vailele plantation was a sea Captain and 

served his tim? in command of the slave 

ships or labor traders with which the Ger- 

msn plantations!fill their barracks with black 

laborers. Of the two men the formar labor 

trader is mush more likely to be found 

urging th2 savages onward in the attack ot 

the white men. 

The rushing tactics of the Samoins are 

plainly disclosed ia the breif story of the 

fight. They illustrate a paculsrity of the 

S imoan nature which has its bearing on 
their behavior in the f ¢3 ofan en:my. 

Tha Samoan is an arran: coward in some 

wiys. He avoids any encounter unless the 

odds are all in his favour and the advant- 

age of position is with him, and he hates to 
laave cover and to com? out into the open. 

Yet there are circumstances when these 

cowards will fight with ail the fesocity of 

an Apache and be just as cruel and savage. 

It seems to be due to the fact that the in- 
landers have an inverted fashion of 
estimating the value of the incidents of 
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war. No Samoan has any fear of death. 

therefore, restrain such people from the 

All face it fearlessly in battle and in 

disease; they seek it by thir own 
violent hinds on trivial pree'x's of 

annoyance, and in sheer tedium of | 

life they have it in their power to thnk 
themselves painlessly out of lite. Tae 

risk of a fatal ending in battle cannot, 

attack. Yet at the same time that these 
savages are so reckless of their own lives 
they go abcu’ in deadly fear ¢f wounds. 
They do not mind being killed, but they 
dislike to be hurt. A very slight scratch 
of a wound will serve to put the boldest 
fighter of the party out of action, and the 
wounded cen never be counted on asa 
pert of the effective force until long atter 
all outward signs of the hurt have passed 
away. 

Holding such ideas as to fightirg 
cowards when it comes to enduring mere 
pain and abeolately careless when it comes 
to meeting deatn, the Samoans must 
slways prove surprising to the wbite 
men who become involved in their 
quarrels. This will account for the 
stand made by the Samoan tribesmen 
which left them in possession of the field 
They had killed toe leaders, they had 
taken the heads of two of them, and ac: 
cording to Simoan ethics the fight was won 
and the sailors should hive withdrawn. 
But when the sailors renewed the attack 
the fighting rage was on the itlanders, to- 
gether with the encouragement of victory, 
and they made a stout stand to hold tbeir 
position. Yet when the wbi'e forces with- 
drew to their ships it is safe to say that 
the savages no longer cored to hold the 
place they had been so fiercely defending. 
In their own custom they would break into 
small parties and scatter to various points 
a they might get pigs and taro for a 
east. 

DOLLAR WATCHES POPULAR. 

About 20,000,000 oft Then Now in Use and 

More Coming. 

About 725,000 dollar watches are sold 

—
 

With a working day of ten hours, that 
means five watches ¢ very minu ¢e. We em- 

ploy about 600 workmen, but, of course, 

many of them are unski led laborers. We 

are own manufacturers, eur own sgents 

our own jobbers, and, to a large extent 

our own retailers. There's a big saving in 
cutting down four profi‘s to only one. We 

make a profit. I assure you. We ar2 not 
in the business for our health. We deal in 

various other thing*, by the way, but the 
dollar watch is the backbone of our busi- 
ness.’ 

‘Is the movement the same in pricciple 
as that in a more expensive watch 

‘Very nearly. The dollar watch is really 

an evolution of the small clock. For sev- 
eral years we experimented in making a 

clock which could be carried in the pocket. 

We made over 200,000 of these clocks, all 

the time working over the probiem of how 

to maks it smiller and cheaper. We make. 
four different watches, ranging in price 

from $1 to $2. The movement is practic- 
ally the same ia each ene. The dollar 
watch has a brass case, gilt or nickel 
plated. With the exception of the other 

watches we make, it has the smallest lant- 

ern pinion movement made. Includirg 
plates it is only thrce-eigaths of an inch in 

thickness.’ 

Of course, tke watch itself is thicker 

than this. A good deal of the additional 

thickness is due to the fact that it is wound 

and set as a small clock is except that the 

back of the case closes over the screws fo 
this purpose. The screw for winding has 

one of ths ‘wings,’ which fold down when 

pot in use. Beside it 1s the pivot for set- 

ting. There is a cap over the works in 

order to exclude dust, the cese not being a 

by a eingle firm of manufactures last year. 

The same firm estimates that the sale for 

this year will reach a million. This is a 
pretty good advance from the figures of 

1894, the first year that the dollar watch 

really dawned upon the country. The 

firm sold 30 000 that year. The price of 
the watch is surprising enough, but the 

really astonishing thing about it is the fact 
that a guarantee goes with the timepiece. 

A dollar watch is one thing. A guarante- 

ed dollsr watch is another. The agreement 

is as follows. ‘The makers agree that if, 

withont abuse, this watch fails to keep 

good time, they will upon its return to them 
direct or through sg:nt named above, 

within one year from aoove date, repair or 
replace it with a new ons.’ 

‘What do you mean by ‘good’ time? 

asked th» reporter. 

‘Well, that depends a good deal on the 
m n who buys the watch. Not what we 

mean by it, but what tLe purchaser consid- 

ers good time. Some men are more par- 

ticular than others.’ 

‘Do you guarantee exact time ?’ 

‘No There is rarely a watch, no mat- 

ter how expensive it may be, that keeps ab- 
solutely exact time. But ii’ one of our 

watches varies, say more than a minute a 

day, we will make it right or replacc it with 

a new one.’ 

‘How can so cheap a witch be made P’ 
‘To give a literal answer: by special ma- 

chinery designed for the manufacture of all 

the differcnt parts of the watch. The work 

being done by machinery, the capacity of a 
plant is enormously increased. And the 

output being so large, the profi: on each 

watch can be reduced to a minimum. We 

manufacture 3 000 watches a day now. 

double one. There is not the fine adjust- 

ment which is in expensive watches, there 

{ is no jewellirg or engraving. The orna- 

ments are absent, but the necessities are 
there. Only four turns ot the winding screw 

will run the movement from thirty to 

thirty-six hours. There is the full comple- 
ment of hands—hour, minute and second. 

The watch complete weig1s three ounces. 

The $1.25 watch is a stem-winder, but is 

set by the screw at the back. The 1 50 

watch is both stem-winding and stem-set- 

ting. The $2 watch is eilver plated and has 

an engraved case and back plate. 

One point about the construction of these 
watches is that many of the different parts 

of the works which in an ordinary watch 

are wale of steel are here made of brass. 
The makers of the watch say that they do 
not emphasize this point ia describing the 
watch simply because th:re is a popular 
notion that brass is cheap ard undesirable. 
They say it is by no means cheap, especi- 
ally lately. They slso say that their watch 
will stand rather rough treatment better 
than one with delicate steel works. Al- 
though brass is hable to corrosion, steel 1s 
a prey to rust and, sa say the dollar 
watchmakers, ths rust is worse for the 
watch. They say, too, that the dollar 
wetch is especially v:luable where insen- 
sibility to magoetic influences is desirable. 
‘We know of several of our watches 

which went through the Ssntieg> cam- 
paign,’ said the manufacturer, ‘and gave 
good satistaction. They are sold all over 
and 10 all classes of men. The bankers 
and the brokers buy them as well as the 

pocr man. Men of'en go hunting or fish- 
ing or some plaice where they doo’c want to 
take an expensive watch, and when they 
can get a good one for a dollar, they buy 
it and l:ave their fine one where it will be 
safe. I calculate that there are two mil- 
lion dollar watches carried now, and that 

there will be another million before 1900 
rolls around.’ 

There are thousands of people suffering 
from blood poisoning who have almost 
beggared themselves in buying medicines 
from which they have obtained no help. 
There are thousands of others who first or 
last have tried Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla and 
found perfect healing. One of these 
others, Mrs. A. F. Taylor, of Englevale, 
N. Dak. relates the following experience: 

“About two years ago, I nursed a lady 
who was suffering (and finally died) from 
blood poisoning. I must have contracted 
the disease from her; for shortiy after her 
death, I had four large sores or ulcers, 
break out on my person. I doctored for a 
long time, both oy external application 
and with various blood medicines; but, in 
spite of all that I could do, the sores would 
not heal. They were obstinate, very pain- 
ful, annoying, and only getting worse all 
the time. At last, I purchased six bottles 
of Dr.Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, thinking I would 

_ give it a thorough trial. Before the first 
bottle was taken, I noticed a decided im- 
provement in my general health; my ap- 
petite was quickened, and I felt better 
and stronger than I had for some time. 
While using the second bottle, I noticed 
that the sores had begun to look healthier 

BLOOD POISONING. 

A Nurse's Experience. 

and to heal. Before the six bottles had 
been taken, the ulcers were healed, the 
skin sound and natural, and my health 
better than it had been for years. I have 
been well ever since. I had rather have 
one bottle of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla than 
three of any other kind.” 

This is but one example of the remedial 
value of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla in all 
forms of blood disease. There is no other 
blood medicine that cures so promptly 
so surely and sothoroughly. After nearfy 
half a century of test and trial it is the 
standard medicine of the world for all 
diseases of the blood. Sores, ulcers, boils 
tetter, rheumatism, scrofula and every 
other blood disease is curable by Dr. Ayer's 
Sarsaparilla. The success of this remedy 
has caused many imitations to be put on 
the market. Imitation remedies work im- 
itation cures. The universal testimony is 
that “one bottle of Dr. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla 
is worth three of any other kind.” If you 
are interested in knowing more about this 
remedy, get Dr, Ayer’s Curebook, a story 
of cures told by the cured. It is sent free 
on request by the J. C.' Ayer Co., Lowell, 
Mass. Write for it, 


