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A certain lady and

Some Light  gentlemsn living not

on the s thousand miles

Subject. away from St. J ?hn,

were & few evenings

ago, earnestly discussing the advisibility ot

cancelling their contract for light with a

certain gas and electric company. They

had about concluded to go back to the use

of kerosene oil, when the lady struck a

bright ides, ‘*Now,” she said to her hus-

band, *‘while you are in the city attending

the exhibition, get some of them there

electric plants we hear 80 much about.

We can just as well raise 'em ourselves, as

pay for light we don’t get, or buy dirty
kerosene.”

The clothes line thief

He has is abroad once more
No Woolens and with the first
Now. frost of the season,

made sad havoc of
of many of the back yard wash-day dis-
plays about the city. Early in the week
several families residing in the vicinity of
High Street reported to the police that
their clothes lines bad been stripped of all
their contents. A Mrs. Rabin who lives
in that neighborhood is out several peirs
of blankets as & result of a visit from these
sneak thicves, while a gentleman of the
same section of the city mourns the loss ot
his winter underwear which with other

articles had fallen a prey to these ghouls
who work by night.

A peculiar incident

Some occurred on one ol
“Fresh”’ the cars of the street
Conductors.  railway company one
night this week. The

car had just left the Market Square when
one of the lady passengers complained that
the air in the car was stifling and asked
the conductor to open a window. “Can’t

he Newport of Nova Scotia.
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Permit me through the columns of your | been taught, and many who are a credit

valuable paper to say something about
Digby or the Newport of Nova Scotia.

I have been coming here for the last six
years and as I walk along the main street
from one end of town to the other there is
nothing but a foul odor meets your nose.
Now the first thing to be done is to have
perfect sanitary laws, so as the air may be
pure and the town free from fevers, etc.
Then the roads are in & dreadful condition
after a rain, nothing but puddles here and
there ; a few losds of gravel would cost but
little and certainly the tex payers would
like to derive a little benefit from their
money. Not to haveit expended on paup-
er’s who keep houses of ill tame, instead
of being put out at Mershalltown or the
poor farm where they could help around
and do some kind ot bright work. Even on
the old schoo! bouse hill you see & dilapst
ed building, where young and old have
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do it, ma’am,” was the reply. *Well, i

you can’t open the windows, will you please
open the door, so as some fresh air can get
it?? «Can’t do that either, ma’am,” said
the man in blue cloth and brass buttons

«‘There’s no need of it, as you will have to
get out at the corner of Paradise Row, and
we will soon be there.”

The car was filled and the passengers
had to put up with the stuffy air until the
transter point was reached. The heat in—
side was stifling, and the action of the con-
ductor in keeping the wincows and doors
closed was the sutj-ct of much unfavor-
able comment from the p:ssengers.

When the passeng-rs weat out at the

to the town have graduated from there.
What is it now ? A place for disreputable
people to live n, instead of keeping it as
an old Lkistoric building of the town or
making it into & public library, where
young and old could go and sit and read,
and enjoy the beautiiul sight out on the
Basin and get all the fresh air needed to
make one healthy.

Many ask do they sell liquor here P
What answer could a native say in reply,
wh:n the young men and middle aged are
seen coming along the streets not able to
wslk ? I believe they have a solicitor here
or Scott Act prosecutor. But one never
hears of the work being done until you
read in Town Council items when whoever
it is bas drawa & salary. J think it would
be a gool idea to have amongst the coun
cillors one who belongs to the medical staff,
a man who thoroughly understands the
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transfer the door was l.ft open and the
lady was pleased that then at least ste
would be able to procure a breath of fresh
air as the car moved forwards. A big.
burly policeman, however, boarded the
car further along on Main street, and at
once took up a position in the doorway,
completely cutting off the supply of fresh
air. He was asked to sit down, but re-
plied, “*Cin’t do it, 'm goin’ to get cff at
the next block.” And be stood right in
the doorway until tbe north end police sta-
tion was reached.

Scntiaental Ooe—Love mekes the
world go round.
Practical One—So does gin.

meaning ot the word eanitary. Then we
want a public recreation ground where one
and all can go and play golf, tennis, base
ball, cricket, and gemes for the younger
people as well. Not a place where one or
two are admitted. Bnt where for a tmall
tee, we all could go and have a grand good
time in dear old Digby. We are soon to
have a visit from , our grand old man, Sir
Charles, and I hope the mayor will be bet-
ter posted on how to receive and entertain
him than he did the admiral. It seems too
bad where there is so much talent here
that our sister city bad to give thcm points.
It strikes me that the people are slack
here, lacking energy and push. All I have
to say in cot clusion is, that in 1901, when
we ccme here, that a few of the improve-
ments mentioned will be carried out, and
that the people will come out of their
trance aud push ahead.
OBSERVER.
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Prince Williem street

Where can boast of a myster-

Is ious personage, who is
Muntot?  styled, by those who
have seen her, in her

midnight wanderings, *‘the woman patrol.”
The woman is in love, though she knoweth
not her lover’s name. She does know that
he is one of the stalwart police, but be-
yond that fact she is ignorant. One night
last week the midnight maicen called at
Central station and took up a position on
the stone steps leading to the guard room.
She carefully scanned the faces of each of
the patrolmen as they psssed in and out
on their hour of rest. To some of the

men, the presence of a female, at so late an
hour at nights was an unusual sight,

Another night the patrolmen were sure
prised to find the mysterious visitor in the
neighborhood of King street ~ This time
one of the more fatherly looking men of
the force stopped the woman and asked
her whom she sought. The woman took a
step nearer and in a hysterical whisper
said **Oh, say it isnot true; they say he
is married, but I believe bim before all
else.”

“To whom do you refer?” asked the
kindly officer.

“] mean cflicer Muntot. W. H. Muntot
that is tl @ name he gave me. Oh, tell me,
is he single.”

My dear madam,” said the stalwart,
“‘you should not be at large and your mind
so unbalanced.” We have no officer Mun=
tot on our force.”

*Ah, you are deceiving me,” said the
woman, ‘‘I saw Officer Muntot a'most
every night during the summer,and I know
he is a policeman. You cannot deceive
me.”

Last Saturday afternoon
Left His about five o’clock, a
Family North End man started
in Want. from the city to his home,
via Portland bridge or
Mill street, with a large bundle of provis-
ions and two bottles of whitkey. He be
came very tired just after passing the
station, and when Paradise Row was
reached he concluded to hide one of his
bundles while he took the other home. He
laid the bundle of provisions in what he
supposed to be a secluded spot, and then
started for home with the two bottles of
whiskey. Later when he returned for the
provisions he was astonished to find that
they had disappeared. Some one had
appropriated them.
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A DARING SNAKE-CA1CHER.

Dangerous Work io Getting ‘Folson From
Cobras and Vipers,

In British India no less than sixty peo-
ple die daily from snake bite, a total of
twenty two thousand a year. Little won-
der that the government pays a bounty for
the heads of vemomous snakes or that it
readily sgreed, a few years ago to assist
Professor Calmette in his experiments in
making from the venom of serpeats an
sntitoxic serum which sbould serve as an
antidote to snake poisoning.

The work of Professor Cslmette was
done at the P:steur Institute. The venom
which he used was collected for bim at . lbi
from the fangs of living snakes—about a
hundred a weck,—and was forwarded in
weekly instalments to Paris.

The man employed to catch those crea—
tures and extract [their venom wasa low
bred Mobammedsn of the district named
Kullan, a snake catcher by protession. His
father and grandfaiher before bim had tol-
fowed the same trade, and had both fitaily
died of snake bite. An interesting account
of Kullan and his methods has recently
been published.

His only weapon in snake-hunting was &
stick two feet long,with aniron hook at the
end. He went lightly clad and bsrefooted.
He used his naked hand to catch the
snakes by the tail or back ot the neck,
atter jerking them from their biding- places
with his hook.

Ot the four kinds of poisonous snakes
with which he had to desl—the cobra, the
kerait and two kinds of viper—he used
most caution with one of the vipers, be
cause it is swift in its movements and

¢ irritable in temper. He feared the cobra

least, because it is less rapid and is not
aggressive. He would allow a cobra te¢
strike directly at hus band, sure he could
whip it away just before the fangs could
touch, but he did not risk such Iiberties
with the lightning-like little viper.

Kullan never pretended to any magic or
peculiar influence over serpents. He was
in the catcbing business, and was not a
showmsn. Nevertheless, he occasicnally
played startling tricks to amuse his friends.

). ¢On one occasion he made the onlook-
\er's blood curdle.” writes an Eoglishman
who was present, by taking up a large
black cobra by the neck and placing its
head toward his open mouth. The inclina-
tion ot these snakes is to crawl quietly out
of sight in,the first hole they can find, and
s0 the reptile began to crawl into his mouth.

«Kullan waited his opportuniy, and
then suddenly closed his teeth firmly on
the serpent’s head. The snske, it is need.
less to say, violently resented the action ;
but it was powerless for harm, and cculd

o :

only show its indignation by desperate
wriggling of its body, while the man main
tained a firm grip of its head with his tceth
at the same time letting both hands drop
to his side. Atfter a few seconds he seized
the snake fizmly by the neck, and released
its head.”

When he did not purposely tease his
cobras, he could handle them freely with-
out annoyance on their part; indeed, they
seemed to like it, for his touch was gentle
and he talked to them endearingly in Hin-
dustani, stroking and petting them as if
they had been harmiess worms.

With an angry cobra he deslt otherwise.
He would hold up and shake a rag in his
left hand. On this the infuriated reptile
would rivet its gaze. With bis right he nd,
from behind, the man would then suddenly
seize it round the neck about three inches
below the head, snd an assistant would
lay hold of the tail to prevent it from wind-
ing round Kullan's arm.

His right hand would then slide forward
tiil he had fastened his fingers round the
veck just behind the jaw. Then he would
insert the rim of a watch glass between the
jaws, slightly relax bis grip, and the ser-
pent would viciously close its jaws on the
watch glass, and in doing so would squirt
the whole of its venom through the tiny
holes of its tangs into the concavity of the
glass.

There it dried into flakes, which were
afterward reducsd to yeliow powdcr, and
sent to Professor Calmette in Paris.

L comotor Ataxia,

This distressing & ffection, known also as
Tabes dorsalis, is s disease of the spinal
cord occurring usually in middle life, be-
tween thirty and filty years of age, but
sometimes in children as young as ten or
twelve years. It is believed to be due
primarily to some constitutional trouble,
but is brought on often by exposure to
changes of weather, by physical or mental
overwork, and by whatever depresses the
general health. It is eaid that railroad
men and others who travel much are prone
to suffer from the disease. Men are uffect:
ed more often than women.

The first sign of the disease is usually a
pumbness of the feet and an uncertainty
in walking especially in the dark. The
patient feels constantly fatigued, without
apparent reason, and sometimes slight at
tacks of dizziness are complained of. The
difficulty in walking gradually increases,
and then an awkwardness in the use of the
hands ie noticed. This becomes very ap-
parent if the patient is made to shut his
eyes and try to touch the end of the nose
with the index finger. A well person can
usually place the finger on or very near the
nose, but one suffering from locomoter

ataxis is as likely to touch the eye or the
ckin.

There is also frequently a feeling of con-
striction about the wasit, as if a cord were
tightly tied around the body. Sharp, dart-
ing pains may be felt in the legs, and some-
times there is severe pain in the stomach,
perbaps with vomiting. Not uncommonly
there is irregular action of the bowels and
bladder.

The eyes are often affected, the sight
gradually growing dim, ‘or double vision
being present, and occasionally there is
deatness as well. Painless swelling and
deformity of one or more joints may occur,
and sometimes the bones becomes so brit-
tle that they break very easily, as in a
simple fall.

A rare symptom is an ulcer on the sole
of the foot, which it is difficult or impos-
sible to heal.

Locomotor atexia is a very slowly pro-
gressive disease, lasting sometimes for
many years, and is seldom in itself a cause
of death. When treatment is begun in the
very early stages, it 1s believed that the
disease may possibly be cured, but later
the most that can be done is to deiasy its
progress and relicve the most distressing
symptoms.

He¢lped Heaveuward,

A story ot our Civil War has embalmed
the memory of an unknown army chaplain
who presched Christ withoat words.

The chaplain came upon a soldier lyirg
wounded on a battle field, and seeing that
the end was near, said, ‘Would you like
me to read you something from the Bible?’

Bat all the wounded soldier could ans-
wer was. ‘I’'m so thirsty! I would rather
have a drink of water.’

The chaplain quickly fetched him some
water, and then, when the soldier asked
for something under bis head, he took cff
his own overcoat and rolled it up to make
a pillow.

‘It I only bad scmething over me!
moaned the soldier. ‘I am so cold!

In a moment the chaplain had taken off
his under-coat to cover the sufferer, and ss
he was doing so the dying man looked up
in his face and said :

*If there is anything in your book which
makes & man do for another what you have
done tor me, let me hear it.’

Miss Romant.que—How pale the moon
looks tomight.

Mr. Grouch—Huh! Those spoony
couples it has to look at are enough to
make a: yone sick.

“Of all the dumb luck I ever heard of,’
began Grumbell.

‘There’s no such thing.” Nowitt intei=
rupted. ‘Luck is never dumb. It brags
too much.’

CAN TALK FROM CLOUDS.

An English Clergymaun Has Inverted a War
Balloon.

Though only an amateur aeronaut, Rev.
J. M. Bacor, rector of a small English
parish, has solved the problem of com-
municating from the clouds to the earth
without the use of wires.

The results of his (xperiments, which
have covered a period of several years,
bave been made public and will be of
valuable assistance to scouts and command-
ers in times of war. In the past the war
balloon has been of litidle practical service
for the reason that wires have been consid-
ered necessary in notifying the troops be-
low of the enemy’s movements, and
because the wires have prevented ascer—
gions beyond the reach of guuns.

The fate of Shafter’s war balioon at
Santiago is a fair sample of what usually
has bsppened. The old balloons were
limited to an ascension of 1000 to 1500 ft.
while the Rev. Mr. Bacon is able to con
verse at an altitude ot 2000 to €500 tt.

The Bacon apparatus consiets of a huge,

below the car of his balloon, and which he
beats by means of electricity—the sourds
being caused really by expansion and con-
traction. The dots and dashes of the
Morse telegraphic code bave been used in
Mr. Bacon’s experiments, and have been
heard for several miles. The report made
by the drum, according to J. P. Holland,
an American correspondent who recently
msde a trip with the inventor for the Daily
Mail, ‘sounds like a huge firecracker,’ and
is 80 loud that it ‘makes the huge gas bag
quiver like a frightened horse.’

An operator understanding the Morse
code has been sble to ‘take’ Mr. Bacon’s
messsges without d.fliculty. Naturaily,
in time of war, the operator in the balloon
using the Bacon system would, while using
the dots and dashes of the Morse alpbabet,
communicate with his cflicers below in
cipher.

The enemy might hear the signals as
plainly as the comrades of the operators,
yet would not be able to understand what
was said any more than he would a gov-
ernment message sent over the cable or
telegraph wires.

Rev. Mr. Bacon has interested both the
British war and navy departments in his
invention, and on one of his recent experi-
mental trips had as a companion Adm.
Freemantle. The admiral expressed him-
self after the voyage as favorably im-
pressed with the system, and said he had
no doubt that if adopted by the goversm-
me nt it would prove of great value either
on land or sea.

Mr. Bacon is what might be truly term-
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black collapsing drum, which hangs 50it. !

ed an insatiable aeronautical experiment-
alist.

His study of sounds has led him to many
unique experiments. It is not so long ago
that he permitted himself to be marooned
on the tiny island from which the Maplin
light sheds its warning rays across the
deeps and shoals off the lower coast of
Essex. There, like a new Robinson Cru-
soe, with his bed, his bundle of provisions,
and his sound-catching instruments, he
studied the problrm of sounds.

Too Severe A Test,

An eccentric clergyman in Cornwall was
much annoyed by the hahbit whieh some
members of his congregation had of look=
ing round to see late comers. After
enduring it for some time he said, on
entering the reading-desk one day:

‘“‘Brethern, 1 regret to see that your
attention is called away from your religious
duties by your very natural desire to see
who comes 1o behind you. I purpose
henceforth to save you the trouble by
naming each person who comes in late.”

He then began : “Dearly beloved,”
but paused balf-way to interpolate, ‘‘Mr.
S , with his wife and daughter.”

Mr. 8. looked greatly surprised, but the
minister, with perfect gravity, resumed.
Presently he again paused: “Mr. C. and
William D.”

The abashed congregation kept their
eyes fixed on their bocks. The service
proceeded in the most orderly manner, the
parson interrupting himself every now and
then to announce scme late comer. At
last he said, still with the same perfect
gravity :

“Mrs. S, in a new bonnet.”

In a moment every feminine head in the
congregation was turned.

i} Three Kinds of Ice,

A German physicist, G. Tammann, has
recently discovered some hitherto unnoted
facts concerning ice and the freezing point
of water. He finds that not only does the
freezing point vary with the pressure, but
that three different kinds of ice can be pro-
duced, each possessing its own crystalline
structure. Thus water may now be said
to bave five known forms, namely, water
vapor, water as a liquid, ordinary ice, call-
ed by Tammarn ice [., ice in its second
form, or ice Il., and ice in its third form,
denominated as ice I1I. Some nonscienti-
fiz people would, in het weather, add a
sixth form generally known as ice-cream.

Mr. Meddlegrass—Hi Slocum sent $10
to_a feller in New York to find out how t9
win at roulette.

hgr Foddershack— What did the feller
say

Mr Meddlegrass—Said to ‘run the game
yourself.’
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