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Glimpses of 
Circus Life. 

Co 0.9.90.99.9 29.9998. 8 L089 TITY, 
‘I'd seen the circus in Madison Square 

Garden,’ said a circus goer, ‘and shows 

big and little, in one place and another, 

under canvas. and circus parades, day and 

night, and all ‘these things interested me 

immensely, but I never saw anytbing i 

the circus way that interested me more than 

the unloading of a big three-ring outfit 

from the cars it travelled on, and the get. 

ting up the tents and things ready for the 

show. I struck this outfit at the rai'road 

station of a New England city at 2 o'clock 

in the morning. I had come from one di- 

rection and got off a train there jast in 

time to see the circus trains come in from 

the town where the show bad been the day 

before. 

‘There were two trains, with, I should 

guess without counting them, twenty cars 

spiece, a train of closed ces and a train 

of flats. But they were not just common 

box and platform cars; they were all made 

especially for the circus, the closed cars 

gorgeously painied, aud the name of the 

circus on them in big letters. There was 

one curious-shaped car for the giraffe, 

higher than the rest and built with what 

they call a well, that is, the floor of the 

car in the middle dropped down as near 

the track as it could be with safety, to 
make more room for the gaffe there. 

Then they had passenger cars v..th bunks 

for the men to sleep in. 

On the flat train they bad the animal cages 

and the wagons of one sort and enother, 

all red and gold, and there were cars wi’ 

stuff aboard covered with tarpav' ns. 
‘Rain P It just poured ; and it was dark- 

er than pitch. And with the i.ain I'd 

come on gone, it was sii'ler than death? 

You could hear the rain, and the breath- 

ing of the engines, but that's all. There 

was nobody around the station at that bour 

of the night except the few railroad men 

tbat bad to be there, some of them switch- 

men and some inspectors, toting around 

torches ; and the two long red and gold 

trains stood there in the rain as still as 

evei ything else ; everybody aboird of 'em, 

horses and men and all the wild animals, 

so far as anybody could see or heer, sound 

asleep. 
‘Pretty soon they yerked these f ains 

off the main line into a big f~ei7ht yr~d not 

tar away, to get them where they cov!d 

unload them. As tar as I could judge, the 

city where I saw this show had ideal facili- 

ties for unloading a circus. This freight 

yard bad a lot of parallel tracks that ran 

down to an end at a wide cross public 

street ; and on the other side of that street 

there was the beginning of a lorg, v.de 

whart—this was a salt water town—where 

vessels came to unload coal and lumber 

and so on. Some of the {racks irom the 

big freight yard ran across that interven- 

ing street down the wharf. They switched 

the box car train around till they bad got 

it shoved down on the wharf, with one end 

of the train resting on that road. The 

open car train they lett in the yard, this 

train also with one end on that road, but 

on the opposite side from the box cars. 

‘All this time the rain had been coming 

down, and the men and the horses, v. th all 

this switching and bav'ing about, had been 

keeping on sleeping just the same; they 

shoved the gold and red cars about with- 

out any signs of life on them except from 

the railroad men, but as soon as they had 

got the two trains seitled down that way, 

abut‘ing on opposite sides of the street, 

things began to wake up. It was then 

half past, 3, or 4 o'clock, but still dark. 

“The men that came swarming out now, 

I should think, were of all sorts of nation- 

alities, and they had on the oddest, free 

and easiest, and most miscelleneors lot of 

rigs in the way of :lothes you ever saw. 

They were a stalwart lot of hustlers, but 

in those ‘clothes they didn’t look much 

like knights in = armour. 

was just the simpliest thing you ever saw 

everything of course being arranged to 

make itso. In the cars that carried 

horses they bad under the bottom of each 

car at the middle, cariied there when not 

in use, crosswise of the car, a geroplank 

When they wanted to unload the horses 

{rom a car they pulled out that gang plank 

same as they pull out a coal shute from 

under one of the modern style coal wagons. 

.They first pulled it as far as it world come. 

On the end there were hooks by which it 
T hey 

dropped the other end on the ground and 

there was the gangway in posit- 

ion and ready for use in half 

a minute or less. When they threw 
open the door of a car the horses would 
come out and walk down that ust asa 
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matter of course; and they'd pair off when 

they get clear of thé plank and wa'k away 

together they way they were driven. Ap- 

parently they were just as much used to 
travelling in this way as the men were, 

and they kaew just what to do. Ooe horse 
coming down ome of the gangplanks fell 

off onto the whari. It was dark still and 
I suppose he was iired and so he stumbled 
off ; but it didn’t burt him a bit and he got 

up and went on with the rest. 
‘While the men were working away 

getting the stock out of the cars down the 
wharf, there was another gang hustling 

the wagons off the flat cars in the freight 

yard on the other side of the road. There 
was a little more det»il in this operation, 

but it was just as sure and simple and easy 
as getting off the horses was. The wagons 

were all taken off at the rear end of the 

rear car, where it came aga‘nst that cross 
street between the whart end the {reight 
yard. They had a couple of long channel 

irons, carried on the car, which for the 
vehicles served the purpose that the gang 

planks carried under the box crs did for 

horses. The two channel irons had each 

hooks at one end, by which they were 

hooked onto the end of the car, the other 
end resting on the ground. Midway of 

their length these was placed under these 

irons, to brace end support them, a wood- 

en horse standing on the ground. 

‘Down these channel irons cages and one 
thing and another on wheels were ro!'ed off 

to the ground. They bad a pair of horses 
hooked up to haul the wagons off, with a 
short towing line attached at one end to 
the double tree of the horse’s bainess, while 

the hook in the other end of the )'ne was 
put into the ring on the end of the pole of 
the wagon to be hauled. Then they started 
up the team and rolled the wagon along on 

the platfo.m of the car *ill they got the 
forward wheels to the beginning of the 
channel irons. At the other end of ‘he car 

was set up a stout snubbing post. They 
had a rope made fast to the rear axle of the 
wagon, wi‘h the {ree end carried back to 

the snubbing post, where they took two or 

three turns with it, and when they s*arted 
the wsgon down the irons {:om the car to 
the grovnd the man at the snubbing post 

held on to it end eased it down gently. 
When the wagon was on the level they 
would cast off the rope and the horses 

would tow it out of the way and they'd hook 
up its own team to it. They bad shoii 

channel irons that they placed between the 
flat cars, and the several vehicles as they 

were taken of the cars were rolled along 
irom one car to the other until they came 

to the end car, from whose end they were 
rolled off to the g.ound; so that the last 
wagon, the one nearest the other end of 
this section as it had been backed down 

traversed the whole length of the tra’ on 

its way off 
‘But long before the outfit wes unloaded 

a party of men had ste ied for the circus 
ground where the tents were to be set up. 
A little way up this cross street, that the 
circus men were filling with horses and 
wagons and things, on an interesting street, 

there was a trolley line,and about 5 o'clock 

there halted there a chartered trolley cer 
to take the first circus party to the g.ord. 
When the party got out to this place, an 

open fi:ld of several acres at some 'iitle 
distance from the business p-rt of the cily. 
the man in charge stood and looked the 

grcund over to get the lay of the and end 

see how it could be leid out to the greatest 
advantage, #2d in a brief survey ..om 
right where he steod he made up his m°nd 
just what to do, and the next minute w.th 

a man to hold the end down, he was wa'k- 

ing off dragging a steel tape behind him. 

At every point be indicated as he walked 
slong a man came and struck into the 
ground a steel skewer with a ring at the 

top, in which there was tied a 'ittle co'ored 
rag. Every skewer marked where a tent 
peg was to go, and the man with the steel 

tape kept agoing without the slightest 
doubt or hesitancy until he had covered 
the whole field and had got the posi.ion c! 
every tent peg that was to support the 

great canvas house so to go up there plain- 
ly marked. 

‘Before he had got through with this, 

however, a'' sorts of teams and things had 
begun to come up from where they were 
unloading the cars. Of course, they had 
loaded the cars in the reverse order of the 
way in which they wanted to get the things 

off. About the last thing loaded, and so 
about ‘the first thing off and up to the 
ground was the cook tent ; that was up and 
the cooks were at it getting breakfast early. 

Just as the peg plan was was firished a 
man in authority in the show drove up in a 
buggy with a very good horse and balted 

and cast an eye over the field and appar- 
ently found everything right and trim, for 
not a thing was changed, it stood as the 
man with the tape had laid it out. Among 

the wagons that had come up before this 
there were some with loads of tent pegs 

and poles and these drove round dropping 

things off where they were wanted. When 
the marks were all down, wagons couldn’t 

always drive around among them without 
danger of driving over and up etting some 
of them, and here's where the sma’! boy 

cime in, of which there was some 17,000, 
more or less, at this time on the ground, 

it being now about 7 or 8 o'clock. Pins 

and poles like those going around the wall 

of the big tent, wight have to be laid down 
outside of where they were to be used and 

the circus men would commission the will- 

ing sma'l boy to cerry them to their af- 
pointed pots, and thus would be seen an 

eager youngster bearing a stake two or 

three times as long as himselt and gloi ,irg 
in the enjoyment. 

“Things had been get'‘ng pretty thick 
now for some time. Besides the coming 

of more wagons with equipage and supplies 
and one thirg and another there had been 

at work men following the wagons that 
were distributing the tent pins evornd, 
driving these pins down into the : round. 
Thre pins were six or eight feet long, but 
the men that drove them, half doze°n of 

them all st1'~ng on the same pin one r' er 

another, only bad to strike about one blow 

a piece around to sirk the pin down where 
they wanted it to go. It was something 

astonishing to see those men drive tent 

pins. The first centre pole they got on 
end they hoisted up into posiiion with a 

team of fovr horses, by means of a block 

and tackle so rigged that they could bitch 

the team to the fall and after they had got 
the pole up, by making use of that one 

they got the other three poles, which were 
permanently connected with one another 
at the top, and had fist been svitab y dis- 

posed on the ground, a!' at once by the 
same power. 

“The canvas for the g.eat tent had been 
coming all this {ime in wagons that were 

diiven around the outsk'rts of the tent site, 

the man on the box drivinga s'x ho: ' 

(eam, the man in the wezom rolling out at 
the stern a ro'l of canvas about the size 
and shape of a great big bass drum, done 

up ‘na canvas cover for its protec*'on. 
The g.eat tent was of course in sections 
and each of these great ro'l!s contained a 
section. The several sections were laced 
together, with protecting flaps over lapping 

the joining places. They opened out these 
bundles and spread the canvas out where 

it belonged, around the several poles and 
laced the parts together, and laced each 
great section of the tent to a ring around 

the centre pole that it sorcounded; by 
those rings tbe roof of the great canvas 
was to be hoisted up into place. There 

(Continued on Page Sixteen.) 
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