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POLICE PROTECTION.

>

In the words of Magistrate Ritchie
“There is too much of this police protec-
tion business in this city.”

This remark was the outecome of a trial
of one of the Sheffield street unforiunates
who figured in the police court on Mondsy.
She was charged with selling ‘‘beer” with*
out a license.

That doughty and officious sergeant,
Campbell, had Iaid the complaint sgainst
the proprietor of the premises. He told
his story in his own inimitable manner.
After he bad gotten through his little
speech, Magistrate Ritchie, gave Sergeant
Campbell a Jittle ineide information.

His} Honor, the magistrate, remarked
that it scemed more than passing strange,
that some certein houses in the vicinity of
Britain street,were never reported in their
manry violations of the law. The judge
even asked Campbell bow it was that o
certain Kate Brown, resident at the corner
of Britain aud Pitt streets, was never re-
ported for s violation of the liquor law.
The magistrate went even {urther and as-
serted that this particular woman was
under ‘‘police protection” and invited
Sergeant Campbell to hand him in the
names of any pelicemen who were in the
babit of visiting that domicile.

His Homor claimed that he was in the
receipt of a letter from a resident of that
locality. Said leiter contained some very
damaging information, snd {further the
missive stated that a policeman of the St.
Jobn force was seen entering the house
kept by the woman in question. The
magistrate particularly impressed upen
Campbell the necessity of reporting any
such misdeameanors by the police of St.
John. Of course it was not even binted
that Campbell bimself would be guilty of
such a transgression of duty. He ie sup-
posed to be the model policeman.

In New York and other cities a crussde
against vice hes been inaugated. The citi-
zens of St. Jobn were not aware that in
our own quiet and peaceful city, certain
houses presided over by women of
doubtfu! reputation, were in the worde of
Police Magistrate Ritchie, ‘‘under police
protectien.”

Yet such is the case. Many irreproach-
able citizens and tax-payers living in the
South End know thatit is a common oc-
currence to see policemen in plain clothes
entering the precincts occupied by these
females and making a stay that seemed to
such citizens as if the city waa paying
pretty dearly jor the sexvices of such police-
men when they could thus afford to waste
their time. This remark does not refer to
any special one ‘‘cop” but could be ap-
pliedjto a’balt a dozen of our present force.

Why the Magistrats should select Camp
bell as the manto report the othar pol-
icemen seems s mystery to tke ummn struct-
ed public. It may be because Campbeil
is pever derelict in bis duties, or, perhaps,
it is poseible that Csmpbell knows more
about this matter than the public imagines.
Anyway, there is one thirg sure, scme ot
the policemen are in bad odor up around
the police court at present, and the cold-
ess of the court room is not the only
Irigid article in that vicinity.

ProGgress referred, some {ime ago, to
the :quabbles and internsl troubles of that
family on King street East. It was re-
marked at that writing, that they were not
a happy family. Facts, bave eince proven
that ProGrESs wes right in the statement
then made.

The statement made by the magistrate
in the court on Monday morning came like
a bombshell to ‘‘the lower five” on ths
outside of the rsils. Scme of the police-
men were astouiched too, bat not in the
s me sense as the spectators. Some of the
brass-button brigade knew very well that
they were guilty, others were waiting
patiently to hear tke names of theiv
brother-officers whe were thus so remiss in
their functions as guardisns ot the peace.

The word police—protection in itselt,
means more than is app'ied in this case.
It means «the bringing into our city the
corrupt ways and pratices of the New
York police force. It means that some of
our policemen—are receiving pay from the
city under false pretenses, It means that

policemen instead of patrolling their

Magistrate Ritchie Wants to Know why Certain Houses Are
Never Reported.
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beats infest the bhaonts  of
these abandoned women. In accepting
money from these people the policemen of
St. John are laying themselves open to a
grave charge, and, if such & charge was
once laid against them through ths proper
channel, they wou'd find themselves place-
ed in the dock as criminals, rather than
testifying to the law-bresking qualities of
citizens who are less culpable than they
are.

A short time since, the police had a
petition presented to the Common Council
praying for an increase in their wages.
According to Magis..ate Ritchie, they are
not worth the stipend they already receive.
In {act, instead ot getting & new overcoat,
some members of the police force should
lose the coat, which now covers a multi
tude of sine.

Leaving all comment aside. The magis-
trates statement is a sweeping charge
sgainet the pohce force. If *‘police pro-
tection” is in vogue in St. Jobn we are in
a sorry plight. The policemen have it ia
their power to disspprove the remarks
made by His Honor. It they fail to do
this they must and should consider them-
selves peace-breskes, instesd ol peace-
makers. In the meantime the police awaits
with iuterest the sequel of the Police Mag-
istrate—F ate Brown—Sergeant Campbell
episode.

In this hsppy season of Yuletide the
whole world rejoices, but it is less then
probable that there will be any lestivities
in that King street esst establishment—
hardly in this century. If the ‘‘police pro-
tection” charge is true some of the police
men do not need an increase of pay: why
should they when they can afford to drive
|ast horses, build houses, etc., irom out of
their present monthly earning ?

Happy on the Stage,

There is more than musical abilily in
the makc up ot Gwylin Miles, ss those who
attended Tuesday npight’s concert will
agree. There is & stresk of bumor in the
well known vocsalist, and quite a large one
too. The Opera Houte was very cold on

he evening mentioned, as it has been a
sumber of times lately, and just as the
singer came out to render aclassical eelec-
tion, a strong draught blew from the
wings on the stage and could be feltin
the audience, causing a few of the nesarer
ones to draw their wraps closer about
them. Mr. Miles perceiving this and no
doubt feeling the breeze himself, turned his
head slowly around and upward, to see
whence it came, then bringing bis lace
back to the stage front he gently satted
his neck, giving the aundience st the ssme
time one of bhis genial and irresistably
junny smiles. He almost said, he certain-
ly acted, and to periection the slang word
of the dsy! First a smile went ¢il around
the room and then a thunderous applause
and the witty little singer wes made more
popular than ever.

Gave 1t Hls Personal Attention,

The Honorable Minister of Railwaya
when last in the city found that there were
a great many people who wished to inter-
view him upen matiers “aterest’rg to
them-elves persorally as weilss to the
constituency. It was a very difficult matter
indeed tor him to obtain an bour to himself
becsuse of the demands upon his time
for a hearing. There were many
matters in connection  with the
Intercolonial that celied for bhis attention
and one of them at least was the erection
of & new station at Torryburn. Ai the
present t'me there is no teleg aphic station
between Coldbrook and Rothesay, and the
winter port business has made it at i‘mes
imperative that this should be remedied
at the earliest possible moment. A
very long and new eiding has been put
in at Torryburn and the necessity of a
telegraphic station at that place bas been
impressed upon the management of the
road. All the trainmen, however, agreo
in saying that there is a very heavy grade
at this point and the lecating of a new
station where the siding is now and has
been for many years would not be in the
interests of the railway. So when Mr.
Blair got ready to leave St Jobn he did
rot go to the central station but took

s coach to Coldbrook and, evidently with
the idea of enquiting closely into the dif-
ferent statements that had been made to
him, bosrded the emgine and got his infor-
mation first hand from the driver. He rode
to Torryburn getting off there and took
F's own time in inspecting the different
sites that no doubt had been recommend-
ed to him. This is the explanation
of a somewhat curious story that has
been going the rounds to the effeet that the
minister le.. the ciiy by this route in order
to get away quietly. But it is sefficient at
any rate to say *hat the demands of the
department over which he presides are at
all times uppe: most in his mind and th-t
such a trifling matter,comparatively spe~":-
ing, ae a station at Torrybure receives the
same care.' atteniion as the larger pro-
jects do.

SHE WANTED AN EXOHANGE.

A Crockery Store Man Who Discovered Whe
Was Liltiog the Goods,

Tbe Christmas season to many a family
proves a diflicult problem to solve,especiai-
y in the matter of s choice of a gift toa
son, or & daughter or some loved one.
To the newspaper man this psrticular rea-
son has its gloomy side, because he gen-
erally knows what to choose as & Christmas
box. There is oce person at least that
bas found nerve &3 good as cssh any day.

The person referred to resides in the
North Eud and is well known in social
circles in that part of the city. Just »
week ago & certain member of this family
visited a Noith End crockery store and
after pricing several articles, deparied
without having made a purchase. Shortly
alter the lady’s departure the propristor
of the store missed a china toy, not very
expensive, but odd, becsuse thers bappen-
ed to be but three of the kind in the shop.

None of the clerks had sold the article
and the proprietor of the establishment
concluded at once that the toy had been
stolen. Oz Monday morning the proprie
tor got & severs nervous shock when & lit
tle girl entered the store and banded him s
percel with the remark that ““mama want
ed‘it changed ior s cup and saucer.”

When the parcel was opened and the
stolen toy revesled, the proprietor sent
back word to the child’s msma to come
berself and select & cup and ssucer.

It is needless to say, the woman hss not
as yet complied with the crockery maun’s
request, and furthermore, she is not likely
to call either to claim the toy or make the
exchange.

Harrington Turned Up.

ProGrESss some weeks ago referred to
the mysterious disappearance of John Har-
rington, froma bis North End bome on
Sheriff street. Last week he surprised bis
relatives and friends by walking into his
former home. The young fellow had been
in Massachueetts, and having tired of his
trip, presented himeelf at his old home,
making a very eubstantial Xmas gift.
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! KING’S COUNTY RECOUNT.

Facts Brought Out Showing

The Kings county recount which is to
be resumed this morning at Hampton, has
assumed a phase that is interesting as well
as important. So many things have come
up in connection with the recount of the
ballots, that those who have been watching
the operations of the court, are amazed at
the different interpretations placed upon
the law by the deputy returning
officers. It looks almost as though

Officars Did Not Know Their Duty.
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quite a large number of them either did
not understand the duties of their position
or did not wish to understand them.
Things were permitted to be done, which
for example in the city of St. John, would
never have besen thought of. Baliots were
mearked in almost every possible way
and now because the friende of
Col. Domville or Mr. Fowler did not
object to them at the time, the judge
who is recounting the ballots says that he
hes nothing whatever to do with those
that were not objected to on the polling
day. There is no doubt that Judge Wed.-
derburn thinks he is perfectly right in bis
decision and all right tbinking people are
contented to leave it to bhis judgment.
Still there is no uese in denying the
fact that the friends of Col. Domville
and of the sdmimistration are very much
annoyed at the turn events have teken in
Kings county, because there was undoubt-
edly methods used which did not conform
with the law. The paper that was sent
from Ottawa and upon which the ballots
were to be printed was only used
in part end the evidence tbat very
many of the ballots wers piinted upon
other paper than that sent by the clerk of
the court in chancery is indisputable. For
exsmple the follomng Yist teken irom the
returns from the recount cfficer, Judge
Wedderburn, speaks for iiself. PROGRESS
takes it from the Sun report which surely
will not do Mr. Fowler an injustice.

Non-residents, A to G—One Domville
ballot rescrved, and one taken from the
Fowler euvelope, left the status; Domvilie
47 ; Fowler, 40. Not one ballot showed a
water mark.

e, 17,
reserved ; resnlt, Domville, 27;
28. Not one water marked.

Sussex—One Domville ballot
Fowler,

' Go. 7,Rothesay—Ne change ; Domville,
{ 145; Fowler, 63, Twelve water marked
ballots were cast for Domvilie and four for
Fowler.

No. 4, Kers, showed the greatest care
in the order and neaxtness with which the
returns were made, snd the marks on the
ballots were creditable throughout. No
change was possible ; Domville, 36; Fowl-
er, 69. One of the former and three of the
latéer water marked.

No, 18, Sussex, A to F, produced no
change; Domville, 93 ; Fowler, 93. This
poll fared better in the way of the water
mark, 45 of those cast for Domville and
55 for Fowler having the talismanic sign.

No. 12, Havalock, A.to K. passed
without slterstion, although only 5 of
Domville’s and 13 of Fowler’s baliois
showed the water line ; Domvills,77 ; Fow-
ler, 140.

No. 2. Cardwell, also passed scathe-
lees ; Domville, 128 (water marked, 25) ;
Fowler, 187 (water marked, 22.)

No. 1. Hampton, A to K, had no water
marked supplies, and the count stands;
Domville, 128; Fowler, 95.

In the corresponding booth, L to Y
Domville stards 94, with 39 watcr marks ;
Fowler, 128, with 61 water marks.

No. 5, Upham, mede no change; Dow-
ville, 95 (52 water marks); Fowler, 126
(67 water marks).

The final poll was No. 3, Waterford,
which gave Domville 97 and Fowler 112,
with 57 and 56 water marks respectively.

To give soms idea of how the ballots
were marked it may be stated that one of
them at least which came out bad a cross
opposite Col. Domvilie’s name and through
that crcss were perbaps eight or ten
parallel lines. Opposite the name
of Mr. Fowler there was also & cross
The deputy returning officer allowed
that ballot. Comment secms unneces
sary and yet, because the representative of
Col. Domville in tbat polling booth did
not object to the ballot, the cfficer ot the

re-count now says that he has nothing to

That the Deputy Returning

do with it.
This may be the law but it does not

seem to be a law that can prevent fraud
and illegal practices at elections. Anoth-
ballot was marked for Fowler and the
initisls of the man who voted were placed
over the cross and underneath the
figure 5 with & dollar mark beside
it.  That ballot was allowed. Per-
haps, however thé most remarkable thing
in connection with the water line ballots
and those printed upon o!her’plper was
the imperfect letter on the balloty not
printed on the official paper,jand the clear-
ly defined letter en those printed on the
water line paper. This would seem to
show either that the ballots were printed
in different offies, or that there had been
two sets of ballots printed. In one dis-
{rict the returning officer did not ipitial
any of the ballots, and in another district
it seems as though a dozen had been ime
itialing the ballots.

The hand writing of the returning of-
ficer was rather ot a cramped nature apd
yet the initials on the ballots was in a flow-
ing hand wbich showed that another per-
son had certainly written it. This is per-
haps the first time, under the new law,that
any rigid investigation in the marking of bal-
lots has taken place, and it will be for the
interests of justice that it should be as
thorough as poesible. The friends of the
geve >ment do not weat any favers at the
hands of the opposition.

The Returning sSoldiers.

By the time ProGgress is before the
public, it w.ll no doubt have been decid-
ed whether Colenel Otter and bis men sre;
to come diect'y to St. John, Should they
do #o, and should they come 4s the steam-
ohip pecple think on the sve of, or perlmps
on Christmas day, what a novel Christmas,
old St. John will have ! Snow clad streets
v.ndows be decked with bunting, floating
flags, smiling faces, cbeering throats, and
voices echoing everywhere a Christmas
with, and & Canadian welcome. Every
heart will be overflowing with Yule-tide
cheer and pure and ucrestrainad patriotism.
What & living picture for the retarning
lade, as they tramp through the snow
dreseed in the kharki unilorms that have
felt the heat ot battle and the scorch of
Africa’s sun. Christmas alwayz has been
kept in & truly Christmas fashion in our
desr old Loyslist town. Homes are bright
and bsppy, pareats and children,
friends and relatives are drawn nearer
together by the expressions of love
and Yule-tide cheer, and the hearts of all
beat au echo to the amgels’ *“‘goodwill”
song. What a day on which to receive
our soldier boys! What s happy blending
of national love snd Christmas sentiment
there will be! Toured, feted, and honored
in the motherland, bow it will fill their
hesrts with pride to reccive such a royal
Christmas welcome as we will surely give
them, 1n their own Canadian home.

He Got Seventy QCeuts,

There's an old saying that when “‘some
people fall out, houest pecple get their
dues.” The saying might fit many men
slthough it 1a generally applied to those
who follow the *‘borec swopping™ business
It might be applied to many classes of
tradesmen, and is sometimes spoken of
when lawyers start to wrangle with each
other. However it would not be amiss to
speck of them as the somebody’s who fal
out. The policsa magistrate was engaged
last week in dealing out judgment in a
suit brought by one of the city constables
againet & west side lawyer wlo failed to
psy up for little service rendered by the
constable. The amount sued for wasin
the vicinity of $3 and the constsble who
come out on top got seventy cents on ace-
count for the disciple oi Blackstone.

Vacation Excarsions.

The Intercolonial railwsy bas made ar-
rangements for Christmas and New Years
vacation excursion return tickets to
teachers and scholars returning to their
homes. These tickets will be issued from
the Sth to the 3lst ot Dccember, good to
return until January $1st, at first class one
way {are beiween stations on its system, on
presentation of standard form rail

certificate. BaN
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